INDUSTRY NEWS
Sharon Riesenbeck Waupaca Sand & Solutions

GCBAA Says ‘1 Love New York,”
Part Two—Insights tor Superintendents

Editor’s Note: In our December 2005 issue, Sharon recapped the setting and speakers at the GCBAA summer meet-
ing, which took place in Jersey City, just outside New York City, in August. Here is more of Sharon’s recap, including

highlights of great interest to golf course superintendents.

Opening remarks came from vepresentatives of all facets of golf: Tommy Sasser, president of the GCBAA;
our own Steve Mona of the GCSAA; Tom Marzolf, ASCGA; Bob Scott of the ASIC; Mike Tinkey,
NGCOA; Dave Oatis of the USGA; and Brian Whitcomb of the PGA of America. It was encouraging to
see all of these organizations coming together to strengthen the integrity and growth of the golf industry.

These speakers presented some very interesting facts:

* Timeshares grew 16% in 2004 and golf, more than any
other amenity, is the #1 item that sells timeshares.

* 4% of leisure travelers took a golf vacation, represent-
ing 2% of all vacations taken by Americans.

® 14% of active travelers are interested in playing golf
while on vacation.

* Openings and closings of golf courses are about the same.

e Price increases of up to 15% are sticking.

* Shorter courses are becoming more popular.

* Golf memberships are now being packaged into the
price of homes.

¢ Golf ball, golf glove and footwear sales are trending
upward.

® Lifespan on the golf course: USGA greens 15-30
vears; bunkers five-seven years; irrigation 15-25 years;
mulch one-three years; tees 15-20 years.

We then heard how there are many different Web links
and programs out there to encourage play and provide infor-
mation on the status of the golf industry:

* Golf 20/20.com provides insightful research address-
ing the future of golf.

 Playgolfamerica.com features a zip code search engine
for golf courses.

* Linkup2Golf.com provides a “welcome to golf” for
the new or infrequent adult player.

e Juniorlinks.com is a Web site and database for the
junior golfer.

* EWGA.com concentrates on the executive women golfers.

e AccessGolf.org highlights courses for disabled golfers.

The summer 2005 meeting also featured panel dis-
cussions with golf course architects as well as one with
representatives from oil companies, designers, manufactur-
ers, distributors and contractors discussing “Rising
Construction Costs.” This provided a very lively discussion
on who runs up the bill the most.

Dave Oatis, the Northeast Section director for the
USGA Green Section, gave a very informative speech on
putting-green construction, His focus: Why do greens fail?
He said a major reason why a lot of greens are rebuilt is
because arborists originally designed them. Other facets that
come into play: poor design, traffic flow, insufficient cup-
ping area and surface drainage. The most important point

he made was that the golf course superintendent should be
involved in selection of the rootzone mix since he/she will
be the person who will have to maintain it. Go figure!

Another speaker who drew the audience’s attention
was the keynote speaker, Carol Forrest, who works for
GeoSyntec Consultants. She gave a very detailed speech
on stormwater regulations for construction sites. It was
amazing to hear how the EPA can fine up to $32,500 per
violation per day on a construction site. She shared sev-
eral best management practices to help our builders avoid
noncompliance and the possible ramifications it can cause.

The conference then moved to Royce Brook Golf
Club in Hillsborough, NJ, where 120 players competed
for a record number of contests and giveaways. After the
tournament, it was back to Jersey City for the awards and
a silent auction. More than $5,000 was raised for the
GCBAA Foundation, the charitable arm that runs the
“Sticks for Kids™ program promoting the game of golf to
our underprivileged youth.

The Golf Course Builders Association will once again
be involved in one of the Solution Centers at the GIS. Last
year, they were responsible for the “Building of the Green”
Solution Center, which drew rave reviews from the atten-
dees. If you are contemplating a course renovation or
restoration or will be involved in a new course construc-
tion, you won’t want to miss this year’s “Constructing the
Game” Solution Center. Areas to be covered are:
¢ Determining construction and renovation schedules.

e Interpreting the plan and methodology of layout.
* Installation of drainage.

* Construction of greens.

* Bunker reconstruction.

e Irrigation problems and solutions.

® Erosion-control problems and solutions.

Please plan on spending some time at this well-
thought-out venue. As you can imagine, it takes a great
deal of time and effort to put on these live demonstration

centers. See you in Atlanta! \ i“ /
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TRIBUTE
Brad Anderson, CGCS Midlane Country Club

Dan Nielsen
August 31, 1965 -
December 12, 2005

Dan Nielsen, golf course superintendent of Golf
Club of Illinois, passed away peacefully at his
home on December 12, 2005 after a valiant bat-
tle with pancreatic cancer. He is survived by his
wife, Kira; sons Zachary, Tyler, Nick and Travis;
parents Dennis and Sandra Nielsen; and his
brother, Michael Nielsen.

Dan Nielsen began his career as a golf course super-
intendent with the Golf Club of Illinois in 1996. It was
here until his final days that Dan served the game of golf
with great distinction, inspiring and touching the lives of
everyone with whom he worked. Before his tenure at the
Golf Club of Illinois, Dan served as an assistant at Mid-
lane Country Club and Westmoreland Country Club.

It is a mark of Dan’s humility that so few of us were
even aware of the fact that Dan was an exceptionally
gifted athlete. While studying criminal justice at Western

The Dan Nielsen family Michigan University, Dan set and still holds several pitch-
(L to R): Tyler, Nick, Kira, Zachary, Travis and Dan. ing records there.

34 DAN NIELSEN

Pitcher

R-R, 6-2, 205, So., Northville. . .earned All-MAC honors as a freshman and was unbeaten
against five league opponents, which included four complete games. . .his mark was also
best by a MAC hurler and WMU's tops since 1979. . _had a two-hit 2-0 shutout over Ohio
State. . .has excellent fastball, slider, and control. . . good leader.

B W W was all-league pitcher during senior year of high school as he compiled a 7-2 mound
mark. . .also played outfield...carned two letters in baseball, plus basketball and
football. . .defensive tackle and tight end in latter sport and all-league pick.

OO0 Obusiness major. . .born August 331, 1965.

Year w R-ER BB SO W-L ERA
‘85 59.1 30-26 19 46 70 394

This entry in the 1986 Western Michigan University yearbook
chronicles some of Dan's exceptional achievements as a pitcher.
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Before choosing greenkeeping
as his profession, Dan pitched for
two years in the Pittsburgh Pirates
minor league system. Dan might
have been brought up into the major
leagues had he not injured his throw-
ing arm. He never told me how he
blew out his arm, but knowing Dan,
I think it is safe to assume that his
misfortune was owing to his no-
holds-barred style. Probably he
should have eased up a little on his
fastball, but Dan just wasn’t wired to
ever back down from a contest of will
or endurance.

Dan had a huge heart for green-
keeping. He threw himself into it
when he discovered it. And one of the
things that he enjoyed most about
our profession is the camaraderie that
we have. The passion that Dan put
into his work was equaled by the Dan with his Harley.
devotion that he had towards his fam-
ily and friends. When Dan passed
away, many of us lost our best friend. and by being thankful every day for

When one of our own is taken the gift of life.
in the prime of his life, I think that it Donations to the family of Dan
should get our attention. I am hoping ~ Nielsen may be made care of the
that we will all honor Dan’s memory MAGCS. _y \4"' /
by cultivating stronger friendships,

The utility vehicle that's built NTIATTIAAL
as tnllvmh as a tractor. ( // DuU/vVI L/ VIAJ V

TURF FARMS
Growers of Quality Sod

SERVICE!

LOCAL GROWING FOR
EASY PICKUP OR QUICK DELIVERY.
DELIVERY ON TIME, EVERYTIME.

i itttk R RS QUALITY!

* 21.6 HP diesel engine - Designed by Kubota engineers FEATURING
* Hydrostatic power steering - Handle tight tums with ease ELITE KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS,
* Variable Hydrostatic Transmission (VHT) - No belts. No maintenance. BENTGRASS SOD. AND

No loss of torque. e

 Hydraulic wet disc brakes - Smooth braking, even in mud and water QBT CLEoCUn

* 4-wheel drive - Power through the roughest terrain

= Ground-hugging suspension - Fully independent front and semi-independent
rear suspension

* 4 different models - General, worksite, turf and recreational

Martin Implement, inc. PRICE!

16400 104th. Ave.
Oriand Park, IL 60467 CALL FOR A QUOTE

(708) 349-8430

630-557-2900 s wesr

OF BATAVIA, IL

EVERYTHING YOU VALUE
.
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Timberline

Golf Course Remodeling & Renovation

D.B.A. Bill Boyd

30 YEARS OF QUALITY SERVICE
FEATURE SHAPING IS OUR BUSINESS

411 York Street, Bolingbrook, Illinois 60440
(630) 759-7807, Cell (630) 732-9088

MARTIN
design

Gol!_?bur-o:mhn‘.clum
r

Gregory E. Martin

Prasident

335 N. River Street

Suite 201

Batavia, Illinois 60510
Phone: 630.482.2532

Fax: 630.482.2536

Email: mopo@mapnid-com
Website:

Paving the Finest Golf Courses on the North Shore

TRUCHKING

847 - 949 -1500

M.A.G.C.S. Member

P.O. Box 200 « Lincolnshire, IL 60069 « Www,KaplanPaving.con)j

Bayer CropScience

Kerry Anderson
Sales Representative

4819 Strong Road

Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Phone: 815-923-1323

Voicemail: 800 577-5163 x6848

Cell: 847 910-3130

Fax: B15 356-9577

kerry fOeTSON@DAYEICIOpSCIENCE. Cor

DARRELL KOELPER

PRESIDENT

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

On Course and the MAGCS thank our January at

KOELPER MARENGO, IL
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION oFFice: 8is-568-8382
FAX: 15- -
COMPANY Tl ' BYe el s
RIVERWALLS ..

P.O. Box 562, Barrington, lllinois 60011

GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT

Shoreline Stabilization, Creek Crossings
Stream and Spillway Re-Construction

1-888-254-4155
OFFICE: 847-382-9696

DARRYL SCOTT BURKETT FAX: 847-516-0116
C.E.O. MOBILE: 847-366-5400
E-mail: fiverwalls@aolcomn

Accurate Tank Technologies
Bayer Environmental Sciences
BTSI

Chicagoland Turf

Clauss Brothers, Inc.

Arthur Clesen, Inc.

Commercial Turf & Tractor

Hydrologic Water
Management Systems

Hllinois Pump

Kaplan Paving

Koelper Golf Course Construction

Lemont Paving

Martin Design Partnership

Martin Implement Sales

Discovery Management Group, LLC Mastaretihetaln

St fuf Fams Nels Johnson Tree Experts

(e b On Target Animal Damage Control

GRO Horticultural Palatine Qil Company

‘Growing Solutions, Inc. Prime Turf

Halloran & Yauch Riverwalls Ltd.

H & E Sod Nursery Timberline

Hollembeak Construction Larry Tomaszewski/AXA Advisors
Turf Professionals Equipment Co.
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“Golf Course Work
a Specialty”

LEMONT PAVING CO.

EST. 1957
MURPHY'’S

11550 Archer Ave., Lemont, IL 60439
(630) 257-6701 = FAX 630-257-5194

kP

5 Revere Drive, Suite 400
Northbrook, IL 60062
Tel. (847) 498-8925

Fax (B47) 272-8925

Larry M. Tomaszewski
Financial Consultant

+ Fee and Non Fee-based Financial Planning
« Mutual Funds & Other Investment Products

+ Life Insurance for Personal and
Business Needs

+ College Savings Plans
+ Retirement Planning

Securities and investment advisory services offered through AXA Advisors,
LLC (212-314-4600), member NASD, SIPC. GE-20181(a) (9/02)

ADVERTISEF

i

28322 Ballard Road

Lake Forest, IL 60045
HALLORAN &

YAUCH, INC.  Telephone: 847-281-9400

IRRIGATION Fax: 847-281-9780
SYSTEMS

24-Hour Emergency Service
Call 847-ILL-PUMP (847-455-7867)

¢ WE RESPOND! ¢

Sales = Service # Parts

James "Big Jim" Shanley

Phone: 847-439-9205 ex1 238

ILLINOIS Fax. 847-439-9388
PUMP, INC. E-mail: @ MoTSpUmpcom

2525 S. Clearbrook Drive = Arlington Heights, lllinois 60005
Your reliable source for pumps, motors, equipment and professional service

Master of the [inks®

Course Accessories and A Lot More

Www. masterorinelinks.com

Toll Free (888) TURF-888

Local (630) 545-2474
Fax (630) 545-2782

@-ON TARGET A.D.C.

On Target Animal Damage Control.
Specializes in the selective control of grubbing skunks
& Raccoons and Beaver removal. Our control

methods have proven to be100% effective in
major golf courses in the chicago area.

ON TARGET A.D.C.
PO BOX 469 CORTLAND, IL 60112
815-286-3073 petechi@ix.netcom.cony

Arowingggoiutions..

Our st IR @re Your St

toll free: 800/816-4041

phone: 815/462-1300
Warren Shafer cellular: 815/341-0099
fax: . 8\5}"_6_2—4036
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