DO YOU EVER HAVE TO GROW GRASS IN A HURRY?

[ Isit tough to keep enough grass on your practice tee?

[ A week after a repair do your divots look like grass or sand?
[ How do your fairways hold up under heavy use?

[ How does your turf endure very dry conditions?

Use compost to help solve your turf problems.

[ Compost has 25%+ organic content

[ Compost is Rich in essential micronutrients

[ Compost contains active families of beneficial microbes
[ Compost retains 10 to 15 times its weight in water

GreenCycle Incorporated
- «n 400 Central Avenue, Suite 115
| ree n Cyc I e Northfield, Illinois 60093
847-441-6606
“Landscape Products www.greencycle.net

s

PALATINE OIL CO., INC.

Over thirty-three years of caring service
and delivery of quality products

847-358-3600

PALATINE OIL CO.,INC. P.O. Box 985, Palatine, IL 60078
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24,
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of
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Par-5, 515-yard hole 18 at ldlewild Country Club, where Kurt Sams, CGCS hosts
the September golf meeting and MAGCS championship.

(Photo by Jim TrzinskilTrzinski Golf Course Photography)
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scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the

individual and collective prestige of the members.

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the

general public now and in the future.

WWW.Mmaggs.org
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New TITAN™ Tines O

* More Choices s
- Over 100 new tines provide multiple aeration choices

- Available in Quad, Hollow, Side-Eject, Shaped or Solid
- Titan™ Max designed with long lasting carbide tip

* Increased Durability
- Tough design maintains consistent aerator depth and reduces
costly changeouts
- Unique manufacturing process allows for thinner wall tine
while maximizing durability
- Advance technology creates thinner wall tine while
improving performance

Take The
TITAN" Tine Challenge

Recetve A One-Time 20% Discount

Off Your First Set!

Satisfaction Guaranteed
Or Your Money Back!

Now you'll be able to receive the best in tine
technology with a grear price to match—all with a
money back guarantee! All you have to do is order
at least 50 Titan™ tines to receive this special trial
offer discount. With longer-life steel, thinner walls
for improved hole quality, and a slower wear rate
thar provides more consistent aeration depth—
Titan tines perform! Order today—this is a limited
time offer.

(This offer is only valid from 3-1-05 to 10-31-05.)

Titan™ Tines fit all curmnt and late model Tom aemton. Sendand mount sz fits maost
Check ing s 0 abli

F

ffer:

Better Performance

Thin wall design allows for maximum core pulling and
superior hole quality
*  Optimized core removes more thatch for
maximum top dressing
*  Superior hole quality improves recovery time and
maintains playability
*  Speeds up playability
Higher Productivity
- Standard Titan™ tines last approximately 2-3 times longer
than previous Toro tine version
- Titan™Max lasts 18 holes or more!

Call your local TPEC Account Executive for details today!

Whitey Anderson @ 630-251-4832
Joe Etten (@ 630-284-8492
Dave Holler @ 630-244-6477
Tim Snell @ 708-284-8497
Steve Stewart @ 630-284-8496
or
Mike Murphy @ 888-838-5778 ext. 5588

www.TPEC.com

“)RO Count on it.




ON COURSE

WITH THE PRESIDENT
Phil Zeinert, CGCS Elgin Country Club

Betriending
Technology

Weather! And I thought 1988 was a once-in-a-caveer dvought! All the memories of 1988 have been
freshened with this year’s dvought—wells and ponds drying up, inadequate irrigation coverage and
daily hand-watering. Numerous irrigation improvements were made duving the 1989 season follow-
ing the drought of 1988. We shall see if the economy can support this same scenario durving the 2006
season. During 1988, I was moving brass quick-couplers from valve to valve, this year I adjusted for ET,
soil types, wind, etc. . . . via the irrigation computer program. During 1988, there was one row of valves
down the middle that created successive scalloped green areas from tees to the greens. This year, three
triangulated and automated rows of irvigation sprinklers uniformly covered all fairways and most
rough areas. To say the least, advances in irrigation technology were my friends this summer.

Just as technology is making life easier with regards
to irrigation systems, technology has opened some cost
savings and opportunities for the MAGCS. The On
Course magazine is in full color because technology
advancements made it affordable. The editorial and
graphic content have improved due to improvements with
timing due to advancements in technology. Educational
presentations at monthly meetings have all the necessary
technology available and in good working order because
this equipment, hardware and software, is now affordable.

Technology has afforded us the opportunity to
better communicate with the membership. Notifications
for meetings and other related events are sent via timely
e-mails. Sign-ups utilizing the MAGCS Web site home
page have made registration a snap. I personally like to see
the names of everyone who is going to attend an upcom-
ing meeting by checking the confirmation page. This

communication is relatively inexpensive and represents a
huge cost savings compared to paper mail.

Recently, Luke Cella informed the Board of Direc-
tors of a Web-based survey service. This service company,
Zoomerang, is very affordable, easy-to-use and a key
component to communicate effectively with members.
As members, we can participate in short, timely surveys
to help make our current services better, and to give input
on providing additional services or discontinuing others
if needed. This use of surveys will rely on participation,
and given indications from the first one concerning July
meetings, the participation was outstanding. If anyone
is experiencing problems receiving information via the
e-mails and Internet, please contact Luke Cella so we can
get vou aboard.

o ~ n ~
put~n~Tuy,,,

David Marquardt - Consulting Agronomist
Dave @dirt-n-turf.com

630-251-1511

Consulting, Inc.

www.dirt-n-turf.com “

Soil, Tissue, Irrigation, & Physical Analysis - Cultural Consultation - Audubon Certification

WWW.Mages.org 3



Install Confidence.
Install Rain Bird®.

Rain Bird understands that renovation is a major commitment, and we want to be
your complete renovation partner. Whether your goals include modernization,
improved playability or the need to meet strict watering regulations, we can help
you justify and implement a cost-efficient renovation package that’s right for you.

Rain Bird products and services offer the unique ability to combine innovation
with versatility. We know that your irrigation requirements change with time, so
we ensure that our latest innovations will always be compatible with your existing
Rain Bird system.

After the installation is complete, we'll be there to help you maintain the quality of your entire system—from
central controls to sprinkler heads. Rain Bird knows that a successful renovation includes quality products,
excellent service, and a complete commitment to our customers.

So choose Rain Bird, relax, and renovate with confidence.

RO ogic RanRBIRD

Water Maoanagement Systemas

Call your Hydrologic Representative Authorized Rain Bird Golf Distributor 630-761-9400 or 800-422-1487




DIRECTOR'S COLUMN
Scott Witte, CGCS Cantigny Golf

Reach = Reward

Over time, I have learned to appreciate the tremendous variety of “experts and enthusiasts” vight in my
own backyard. As superintendents, we sometimes have the opportunity to harness the abilities of others,
while helping support their passions. Sometimes just a little reaching out can pay back big rewards!

Ray Feld, purple martin enthusiast,
keeps a watchful eye on “Junior.”

Cantigny’s purple martins taking flight.

The best example I can think of is a story about my new friend Ray Feld.
Late last summer, I walked into the office to check my voicemail. After sifting
through a few messages, I finally got to a message from Ray, the “purple martin
enthusiast.” Now that caught my attention. Upon returning Ray’s call, I was
intrigued to learn that Ray thought I had an ideal habitat for purple martins. Huh
. . . imagine that. After he continued to sweet talk me into purchasing a new mar-
tin motel, I installed the motel in accordance to Ray’s strict specifications, and
waited . . . and waited . . . and waited. As it turns out, we were only advertising
for next year’s martins. This is, of course, because martins tend to scout for suit-
able habitat during the fall as they prepare for their long migration. So Ray
plugged all the entrance holes in the motel just before winter, cranked the motel
to the down position (four feet off the ground) and left it for the winter.

Spring came around and I had to endure snide remarks like, “What do
you got in there, mosquitoes?” I had to explain that Ray said the martins
didn’t come around until late May or carly June, if they were to come at all.
I was just hoping that some martins had taken notice of my new motel last fall.
As the spring progressed, Ray made some design modifications to the motel
and decided it was time to crank up the motel and hope for the best. Before
long we had sparrows and tree swallows attempting to move into this highly
coveted piece of real estate. If other birds were to colonize the motel prior to
the martins’ arrival, the martins would never move in. Ray responded quickly
by cranking the motel down and plugging the entrance holes. He then installed
two small, single birdhouses within 15 feet of the motel to encourage the tree
swallows to nest there instead. Ray also set a number of sparrow traps to keep
the sparrows from overrunning the motel. (Sparrows are an extremely aggres-
sive and invasive non-native bird species that have contributed to the
decimation of native songbird populations.)

Lo and behold, the tree swallows immediately moved into one of the small
adjacent houses, and the pressure from nearby sparrows subsided. Ray then
cranked up the motel yet again and opened up some of the nesting compart-
ments for the martins. Not too long after that, I got a call on my cell phone,
and it was Ray. We had our first pair of martins! This pair nested successfully,
and raised one little martin. We call him Junior. Since then, we have seen many
more martin visitors that may come back to join our first pair next year.

The whole point of my story of purple martins and my friend Ray Feld is
that I have been enriched by reaching out and welcoming Ray to Cantigny so
he could work his martin magic. Ray has an incredible wealth of bird knowl-
edge, and is a tremendous part of our Audubon Sanctuary program—not to
mention the fact that he’s just an all-around nice guy. I have thoroughly
enjoyed learning about the art and science of raising martins. It is hard not to
enjoy it when all T have to do is ask Ray.

As superintendents, we don’t always have the time to devote to projects
like these. In this case, I felt like all I had to do was empower a man with

(continued on page 38)
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Accomplish it with the only Super Lightweight
Fairway Mower. Jacobsen’ SLF-1880"

The Jacobsen Super Lightweight SLF-1880 Fairway Mower was specifically designed to deliver a greens quality
cut, faster fairways and reduce turf compaction. Narrow 18" floating cutting heads handle contours perfectly for a
precision, Jacobsen cut on undulating fairways. And the SLF-1880 delivers an 80 inch cut with littie or no turf
compaction due to its light weight. Plus, the ergonomic cockpit helps improve operator productivity.

You also get CustomerOne™ support with every Jacobsen product which means exceptional /> \
warranties, OEM parts, dealer service, and superior technical assistance. So, when you want )
the most productive, greens quality cut for your fairways, depend on Jacobsen. For a M- /

free demonstration of the SLF-1880 or other Jacobsen equipment come see us
or give us a call. CUST(N)EVIER

.
Wauk , IL 847.336.1205
JACOBS=N' Buvied, -
rm— Ingleside, IL 815.363.4100
A Textron Company
Jacobsen, A Textron Company EQUI PM ENT Frankfort, IL 815,464,6650
www.jacobsen.com Tel. 1-888-922 TURF (8873)

Buris is proud to combine its 45 plus years of
sales and service experience with Jacobsen's
eighty years in manufacturing,

www.burrisequipment.com

©2003 Jacobsen, A Textron Company



FEATURE ARTICLE
Peter Leuzinger, CGCS Peter Leuzinger Consulting

Park Hills Golf Course:
A Case Study for ACSP
Outreach and Education

Park Hills Golf Course is located in Freeport, Ill., a small city in northwestern Illinois’ Stephenson
County about half an hour west of Rockford. Dave Fisher, CGCS has been with the golf course since
1982. The golf course is a 36-hole facility with good topography, plenty of open space and a meander-
ing creck that winds through the property. It is a public golf course with its shave of outings, lengues and
“vegulars.” David moved his family to Freeport from his hometown, St. Charles, having worked at St.
Charles Country Club first as a student intern from McHenry County College and later as assistant

superintendent for two years.

Dave Fisher explains how this prairie habitat
unfolded as part of his facility's participation in
the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program (ACSP)

and the course's eventual certification.

Dave Fisher and a representative for the County Soil
Conservation Service explain to the public their
cooperative roles as environmental stewards.

Early in his career at Park Hills, Dave made a com-
mitment to be conservative while at the same time
improving the golf course. His crew consisted of part-time
students and retirees from the community. After many
years of developing a good program for the golf course,
Dave made a decision to get involved with the Audubon
Cooperative Sanctuary Program. Park Hills Golf Course
property became an ACSP member in 1998 and was fully
certified in all six categories in 2001. Fisher’s love for the
outdoors and his ability to delegate reinforced his conser-
vative approach and money-saving techniques at an even
higher level.

Habitat enhancements are the most obvious
improvements in his management scheme as clubhouse
windows and other vistas throughout the golf course reveal
the rolling hills at Park Hills, showing off many acres of
new prairie preserves. Fourteen acres have been returned
to Mother Nature and provide habitat for numerous birds,
butterflics, bees, rodents and mammals. The changing
beauty draws interest and comments from golfing members
and friends from the community, especially in May when
the lupine are in full bloom.

The program received such widespread acceptance
that the Stephenson County Conservation Service and
Pheasants Forever from Stephenson County endorsed and
provided resources for additional prairie ground. Official
tours are given annually to local citizens. The club pro-
vides six-person golf carts so those who cannot walk can
go out on the grounds to see the prairie; its marvels are
not just within reach of able-bodied walkers. Tour-takers
listen to representatives from the golf course and the Con-
servation Service tell stories about the prairie. These tours
allow for educational outreach to the community about
how to prepare a site for prairie restoration, and care,
maintenance and identification of native plant material.

In fact, neighbors to the golf course, Marcia Cox and

(continued on page 8)
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ACSP Cast

I\ (continued from page 7)

Deb Schoeder, have a goal to identify
at least one new plant a week. They
keep a life list of prairie plant material
and a photo album. These two dedi-
cated committee members also can be
seen monitoring bird boxes weekly.
Their  bluebird population  has
exploded. In 2003 they counted more
than 90 fledged bluebirds with just 20
bird boxes on the property! In *04,
they had about 50 and felt bad about
the lower number. Their enthusiasm
and pride are very evident.

In mid-2005, Fisher received
notice of recertification in all six
categories of environmental commit-
ment. The categories are:
¢ Environmental Planning
» Wildlife and Habitat Management
¢ Chemical Use Reduction and

Safety
e Water Conservation
¢ Water-Quality Management
® Qutreach and Education

He welcomed the opportunity
to have a site visit from an indepen-
dent observer because he was sure his
compliance guidelines were a model
for other golf course properties to
pattern. For example, Fisher locks

Tours for the public look at prairie restoration examples
at Park Hills Golf Course. This type of public outreach and education
is a prime example of how the ACSP works.

down his irrigation pumps during
peak-use hours. This guarantees
cheaper rates and stabilizes a water-
conservation method for the entire
golf course. He estimates a savings of
more than $12,000 in electric bills.
The pump house is neat as a pin, cen-
trally located and leak-free.

Park Hills Golf Course has a
meandering creek throughout the

property. The water quality is quite
good as evidenced by the quality of
aquatic plants growing in it. How-
ever, bank erosion and silting are a
never-ending battle. A weir helps keep
back the silt, and gabion walls and rip-
rap stabilize the steep slopes. This
project will take years to complete.
Regarding the category “Chem-
ical Use Reduction and Safety,” all

" A

Charles J. Fiore Nursery

~

F

16606 West Hwy 22
wﬁe View, IL 60069

Chicagoland’s Largest Selection
Of Premium Grade Plant Material
Over 1000 varieties of Trees, Shrubs,

Evergreens, Groundcovers, and Perennials
Ready for your immediate pickup or delivery!

Contact us for a demonstration of

LANDPRO SysTeEms Il

Landscape Management Software

www.cijfiore.com

TEL (847) 913-1414
FAX (847) 913-96&]/
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fuel tanks are properly contained.
Rinse-pad outflow is across a large
stretch of turf, buffering nitrates from
open water. Chemical storage is a
state-of-the-art building designated
for chemical, fertilizer and spray-rig
containment, mixing and storage.

Dave’s environmental plan is
thorough as he keeps good records of
activity and announcements are easily
read on bulletin boards and pro shop
signage arcas. He even has a commit-
tee for publications in the local
newspaper and quarterly newsletter.

This year is the Park Hills
Golf Course’s 50th anniversary,
and a big part of their heritage is
the environmental commitment to
the community-owned golf course
property.

Each generation of golfers will
be witness to native trees and great
stands of prairie grass habitats. Each
generation of wildlife will be given
new life on this Certified Audubon
Cooperative Sanctuary.

Fisher looks with pride
at the changing prairie.

Volunteers Marcia
Cox and Deb
Schoeder do the
bird-box inventory
on a weekly basis.
Further, one of
their goals is to
identify one new
species of plant in
the prairie habitat
every week. They
know how many
birds have fledged
from the nest boxes
each year and have
a wonderful cata-
log reference of
plant life on the
golf course.

Each week a new
species of plants
dominates the
prairie. In May,
the lupine make
quite a colorful
show from afar.

An example of
erosion control
for stream banks.

Is this what
he sees?

WWW.maggs.org 9



our Erecutive Blend Bluegrass Sod, containing “low-mow”
varieties, L-93 and Penncross Creeping Bentgrass are available in

standard or 42" big rolls either with soil or delivered BAyr Root.

% ® \Pe ®
T PENNCRUDSS

BENTGRASS
Creeping Bentgrass

800.553.0552 @ Schneider, IN
www.hubersod.com

Yuur needs...uf course!

Prepare for this season!
Harris Motor Sports can help keep
your course looking its best!

Harris Motor Sports
is pleased to carry
the Land Pride
Treker with a 20 HP
Honda Engine. This
off-road light utility
vehicle is available
in 2 or 4-wheel drive and in narrow or wide stance. Capacity is two
full sized passengers with up to 1300Ibs payload in its dumping box.

We now have five Yamaha Utility Vehicles to choose from.
Choose one for the moderate tasks or very demanding jobs
that your course requires.

: g::-.iz 590 Heartland Drive
- Service Sugar Grove, IL
* ACcessories SALES & “EHIJH HOURS:

Monday—9-8 » T-W-Th—9-5
Friday—9-8 - Saturday—9-3

www.harrisms.com
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