Midwest Breezes

Coordinated by Bradley Anderson, CGCS
Midlane Country Club

Bon Vivant Country Club Remodels Course and Clubhouse

When Mike Vilendrer, CGCS, became the golf
course superintendent for the Bon Vivant Country Club
in 1996, he was confident that his turf management expe-
rience at Redtail G.C., Mount Prospect G.C. and White
Mountain G.C. would serve him well in maintaining Bon
Vivant’s 36-hole track. What he didn’t expect was to add
the title “general contractor” to his resumé.

Bon Vivant is in the process of constructing a new
clubhouse this winter, and Mike has found himself over-
seeing the entire construction process in his role as
owner’s representative. The project, which ultimately will
provide Bon Vivant with a brand-new 16,000-square-foot
clubhouse with banquet facilities for 250 golfers, pro
shop, bar, meeting and locker rooms, is scheduled to open

July 1. According to Mike, everything is going FINE!
(which is Mike-speak for “ask me again when the project
is done™).

Bon Vivant is a privately owned public golf course
located in Bourbonnais, 1L. The owner was so pleased
with last year’s tee renovation project (six acres of tees on
the championship course regrassed to Penncagle bent-
grass), he put Mike in charge of the clubhouse project.
The championship course now plays to 7,565 yards with a
course rating of 76.2 and a slope of 135.

Ouch.

—Fred Bebnke, CGCS
Mount Prospect G.C.

Debuting a New Look for No. 3 at Cantigny Woodside

In November 2004, Cantigny Golf and Tennis in
Wheaton, IL completed the renovation of par-3, hole no.
3 on the Woodside course. In preparation for the upcom-
ing 2006 Western Junior Amateur and 2007 U.S. Amateur
Public Links championships, Cantigny wanted to create a
more challenging and aesthetically pleasing hole. The pro-
ject guidelines included retaining all yardages and the
existing green, yet called for recontouring the surround-
ings, improving irrigation and drainage AND adding four

strategically placed bunkers. The original green approach
was increased from 3,000 to 25,000 square feet, and a
triple-row irrigation system was installed. Doug Myslinski
from Jacobson Golf Course Design, Mike Riorden from
Riorden Renovations, and Liebold Irrigation Co. assisted
in the completion of the project.

—Josh Murray

Cantigny Golf

Hole no. 3 at Cantigny Woodside: before and after renovation.

(continued on page 22)
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Geneva Golf Club to Update the “3 Ts”

Geneva Golf Club will be celebrating its 105th
anniversary this year. To commemorate this momentous
occasion, the membership will shortly vote on a massive
course /clubhouse renovation project. Ed Braunsky,
CGCS, superintendent of the club, informs “Midwest
Breezes” that the proposed project began as a “smallish”
upgrading of the “3 Ts”: trees, turf and traps, and grew
into a full-blown master plan, including a new clubhouse
to replace the aged existing facility. Dave Esler of Esler
Golf Designs prepared a plan that will be voted on by the
membership in January.

Esler’s striking work at the St. Charles Country Club
was on display recently at the Illinois Professional Turf
Conference (IPTC), where Dave and several fellow golf
course architectural firms, including Lohmann Golf
Designs and Martin Design Partnership, gave a presenta-
tion on golf course renovations.

Three words for Mr. Braunsky—Flymos with ropes.

—Fred Bebnke, CGCS
Mount Prospect G.C.

A Ditch’s Transformation to Meandering Creek at Twin Orchard Country Club

Dave Blomquist, CGCS, started his new position at
Twin Orchard C.C. on October 18, 2004. On October
19, he submitted a proposal to renovate an existing ditch
that runs through the west side of the golf course, quickly
putting his permanent stamp on the property.

The goal of the project was to eliminate the
unsightly drainage ditch and create an aesthetically pleas-
ing waterway with a positive clear-water flow. The ditch is
a major focal point of the course as it runs a good distance
across both layouts. Two large stone walls will be built to
give the existing bridge a more impressive appearance.
The cart path over the bridge will be done with orange
crushed granite. Renovation of the ditch will create a
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An unsightly drainage ditch undergoes transformation to a meandering creek at Twin Orchard C.C.

meandering creek that will give the illusion of being pre-
sent before golf was ever played on the site. The creck will
vary from ten feet wide to one to two feet wide, and will
be lined intermittently with outcroppings of stone at the
architect’s discretion. The project also involves construc-
tion of two other bridges, one full-scale and one walking
bridge. Installation of an irrigation tap that can be con-
trolled both manually and electronically will enable a
consistent water flow, The project began in late October
and Dave and his staff expect to have it completed before
play begins in the spring. The estimated cost is $30,000.
—Brian Baker
Chicagoland Turf

Tweaking the Greens’ Fertility Program at Hilldale Golf Club

First things first—Bryan and Julie Widmer are
adjusting to life with a beautiful new daughter. Congratu-
lations on the birth of Heleyna Elizabeth, born on
November 27. She will take precedence over any new
plans and changes Bryan wants to make in his work life.
On that front, however, Bryan plans to make some
changes to his greens’ fertility program. The greens have
been great during his first two years at Hilldale and his
course puts a high value on the condition of the greens in
marketing Hilldale. Although Bryan is reluctant to tinker
with success, he nonetheless feels like he will recognize
some savings by switching foliar fertilizer products, while
still complementing his biostimulant use. This may
include small amounts (0.05-0.1 Ib. N/m) of ammonium
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nitrate. He also plans to try the new wetting agent tech-
nology (Revolution from Aquatrols), which seems to be
getting a lot of attention.

Second—and the sense is palpable that Bryan has
really learned a lot about his property during his short
tenure—Bryan wants to rely a bit less on his past experi-
ence when making decisions. To elaborate, he wants to
make sure he continues to investigate all options and seek
opinions, within his staff when appropriate, before making
a judgment. In short, he wants to slow down, think things
through, avoid anxious decisions and jumping into the
next problem. That’s certainly good advice for anv of us!

—DBrian Bossert, CGCS
Bryn Mawr C.C.



Inverness Golf Club Builds New, Flatter Practice Putting Green

One of Mike Bavier’s first orders of business in 2005
will be a spring grow-in of Inverness Golf Club’s new prac-
tice putting green. The construction work was done this past
fall and now Mike is preparing for the bulk of the grow-in.

The Inverness membership had been considering
rebuilding the practice green for quite a while. The major-
ity of the greens on the course are severely sloped, some
as much as 4.5%. The old practice green had been built in
the same fashion. The feeling among the membership was
that it was good for warming up before a round, in that it
gave you a chance to practice the kinds of putts that you
would encounter out on the course. However, since there
was hardly a flat spot to be found, it did not accommodate
the golfer who was just looking to work on his/her
putting stroke.

During a conversation this past fall with Brent
Wadsworth, the realization occurred that Wadsworth
Construction Company had an opening in their schedule
that could allow them to accommodate the project. With
enough money left in the annual budget, the club decided
that there was no time like the present and made the deci-
sion to begin construction imminently.

The membership had two main goals for the project.
First, they wanted to incorporate a greater amount of flat
area into the new green while still including some contours.
With that in mind, the club enlisted the help of Doug Mys-
linski with Jacobson Golf Course Design to design the new
green. Doug’s proposed design called for approximately
60% of the new green to be relatively flat and the remain-
ing area to include contouring between 1.5 and 3%.

The second goal was to have the finished product
putt the same as all the other greens on the course. The
majority of these greens are original push-up greens and
the bentgrass on them consists of Penncross and some of
the other older varieties. Mike and Doug decided that
seeding with Pennlinks would provide a suitable putting
surface, while still mimicking the quality and typical green
speeds of the existing greens. As for the root-zone mater-
ial, a 70% sand /20% peat/10% compost mix was chosen.
They believed that the higher organic-matter content of
this mix was more consistent with the native soil in the
existing push-up greens. Additionally, the decision was
made to leave out an underlying gravel blanket as none are
present in any of the other greens.

Mike’s staff then stripped off the existing turf on the
putting green and surrounding arcas and completed all of

29, construction began. From coring out the existing soil
to seeding, it took four actual working days to finish the
job. However, due to some untimely rains, the construc-
tion was not completed until November 13. That
obviously left little time for any kind of seed establish-
ment. In the hope of encouraging at least some
germination and to protect the green over the coming
winter, it was covered with two types of mats. First, work-
ers laid Futerra blankets out on the green to help keep the
seed in place. Then, they placed an Evergreen cover on
top to aid in keeping the Futerra blankets in place and to
further protect against any type of winter damage. The
plan is to remove the Evergreen cover at the first sign of
warmer spring weather. The netting on the Futerra blan-
kets will be removed right before the first mowing.

Mike is happy to report that due to some late fall
rain, along with a couple of short warm spells, a fair
amount of germination has already taken place. The bulk
of the grow-in, though, will take place in the spring and
carly summer of 2005. While Mike is hoping for a coop-
erative spring, he is also preparing for the many possible
scenarios that he could soon be facing as unpredictable
spring weather patterns take their course.

In addition to the grow-in, Mike plans a couple of
other projects to tackle in the spring as well. First, an alter-
nate practice putting green requires establishment. The
plan is to convert the chipping green into the temporary
putting green. The chipping green is normally maintained
at 0.156”. Mike believes that by slowly dropping the cut-
ting height down to 0.125”, along with applying some
regular topdressing, the area will soon provide a putting
surface similar to those on the course. Also, an existing
asphalt cart path adjacent to the new putting green will be
widened and redone with paver bricks to match the other
nearby cart paths around the clubhouse area. The paver
brick installation will be contracted out. Finally, construc-
tion of and landscaping around a stone knee wall in the
arca between the new putting green and the main parking
lot is on the docket. This addition will improve the aes-
thetic appeal of the area and also help screen out the
adjacent parking lot.

August 1 is the tentative opening date for the new
practice putting green.

—Brian Mores

Inverness G.C

the prep work before Wadsworth’s arrival. On October i
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DATES TO REMEMBER

Later this month—on the 22nd

and 23rd—the University of Illinois
Extension, Southern Illinois Nursery
Association, Southern Illinois Golf
Course Superintendents Association,
Southern Illinois Grounds Mainte-
nance Association and the Illinois
Parks & Recreation Association will
present their 23rd Annual Southern
Hlinois Grounds Maintenance School
and Trade Show at the Gateway Con-
vention Center in beautiful
Collinsville (which is in southern
Illinois, just in case you missed the
gist here). This very all-encompassing,
two-day event will feature just about
every expert in the Illinois Green
Industry offering their latest findings
and top tips in their respective areas
of expertise. GCSAA has granted 0.50
education points for each day of
attendance (and all the other associa-
tions mentioned have approved CEUs

also). To register,

or for more information, call
618-650-7050 or ¢-mail
Madison_co@ extension.uiuc.edu.
Also on tap this month on the 24th
is the MAGCS Annual Assistant
Superintendent Winter Workshop,
titled “Who Knew? NO ONE—YOU
NEED TO TELL THEM!!” This
event will feature Pat Jones (formerly
of Golfdom magazine) of Flagstick
Strategic Consulting as its keynote
speaker, and will be held at Midwest
Golf House from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
If you aren’t able to make the trip
southward to the southern Illinois
wingding in late February, just wait
*til March 16th and 17th and head
north instead—the Reinders 17th
Turf & Irrigation Conference has

a similarly wide variety of renowned

industry professionals on its slate of
presenters, including Chicago Bears
head groundskeeper Ken Mrock,
Dr. Wayne Kussow, Dave Louttit,
Warren Thoma, Mark Painter, Pat
Jones and Dr. Joe Vargas, to name
but a few. To find out more about
this event, go to
If you are interested in attending
cither the Chicago Flower and
Garden Show or the Chicago Golf
Show, go to the following Web
sites for more information:
pww.chicagoflower.conj and
Www.chicagogollshow.com] Both

are worth the effort, as they offer
unique opportunities to see what’s
going on in our related industries.
MAGCS welcomes the following new
members, and wishes them all the best:
Jeremy Stull, Class C, Merit Club
Philip Knight, Class C,

Coyote Run G.C.
Alan Bevers, Class A,

Arlington Lakes G.C.
Andrew Johnson, Class C,

Lake Shore C.C.
Jason Randl, Class C,

Randall Oaks G.C.
Brett Gutekunst, Class C,

Beverly C.C.
Congratulations to MAGCS member
Greg Martin (Martin Design
Partnership, Ltd.) on the recent
recognition he received from Golf
Digest magazine. The Oaks Golf
Course, a recent Martin design,
placed fifth in the magazine’s
“America’s Best New Courses”
feature out of nearly 150 courses
nominated. The Oaks was recognized
in the “Affordable Course Category,”
which includes courses with green
fees under $50. Another feather to
add to the hat is news that Rich
Harvest Golf Links (on which Greg
collaborated with owner Jerry Rich)
has been awarded the 2009 Solheim
Cup, featuring the top women
golfers from the United States and
Europe. Rich Harvest was ranked 5th
in design awards in 1999 and was
ranked as one of the top 100 golf
courses in the United States.
Best of luck to this year’s representa-
tives at the GCSAA Golf
Championship in Orlando! The

(continued on page 26)
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Of course, the only holes they care about on your course are one through eighteen.
But you'll see the difference in your aeration program once you try our Aercore™
Aerators. From our 800 walk-behind to our tractor-mounted 1000, 1500, and 2000
models, no other aeration unit matches a John Deere Aercore for hole quality and
productivity. Why? Easily accessible belts, instead of chains, power the systems,
making them quieter and more durable. And the patented “flexi-link” supporting arm
ensures that the tines stay perpendicular to the ground longer. To witness aeration
at its finest, call your local John Deere Golf & Turf One Source distributor.

JOHN DEERE GOLF & TURF

ONE SOURCE

J.W. TURF INC.
14N937 US RT 20
HAMPSHIRE, IL 60140
847-683-4653
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MAGCS will be fielding the follow-
ing teams, and expectations are
running high based on last year’s
extraordinary showing,

Team #1—Al Pondel, Tom
Robinson, Tim Scott and

Dave Kohley

Team #2—Paul Bastron, Tim
Davis, Mike Vercautren and

Brad Legnaioli

Team #3—Al Fierst, Don Cross,
Les Rutan and Bob Maibusch
Team #4—Brad Johnsen, Steve
VanAcker, Chad Ball and Ed Fischer
Team #5—Tommy Witt, Kurt
Sams, Bob Lively and Dave Arden
Team #6—Don Ferreri, Kevin
DeRoo, Paul Schaefer and

Dan Sterr

Team #7—Mike Mumper,

Dan Marco, Dave Radaj and

Dave Blomquist

Team #8—Rick Wilson, Mike Bavier,
Tom Prichard and Jim Shone

Go get ’em, guys!

Congratulations to Joel Purpur,
CGCS (formerly of River Forest
Country Club) on his new position
as golf course superintendent of
Park Ridge Country Club.

Another reminder of the holidays

is the spirit of giving with which
MAGCS is still endowed. Recently,
the Association donated $1,000 to
the Musser Foundation, benefiting
students working on their Ph.Ds in
turf management, and $500 to
Hlinois Junior Golf Association to
help continue with their important
mission. The MAGCS is one of

the most benevolent of the GCSAA
chapters, having donated a whop-
ping $47,400 to the Environmental
Institute for Golf!

Congratulations and best of luck

to Shane Kissack (former super-
intendent of Riverside Golf Club)

on his new career. On New Year’s Eve,
Shane and his wife, Jill, celebrated the
grand opening of their new venture In
Fine Spirits, featuring fine wines and
spirits and located at 5418 N. Clark
Street in Chicago. If you want to say
hello, or add some goodies to your
wine cellar, give them a call at
773-506-WINE or visit them

online at Www.nfinespints.comj
Good luck, kids!
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A big thank you and congrats again to
Luke Cella and Jim Shone for their
great work in pulling oft the IPTC at
Pheasant Run—the new additions and
format really brought the event up a
notch. Great job, gentlemen!

Pete Leuzinger has been enjoying
some warm days and golfing in Tuc-
son, AZ. Last week he “aced” a par
3 for his second hole-in-one. A
round of drinks is on Peter!

Jack Laugershausen (former execu-
tive director for ITF) had his bladder
removed last fall due to a cancer/
tumor being detected. He is doing
fine and the post-op check-up is
good news, showing no cancer.

Feel free to call Jack and wish him
well. His number is 847-634-6283;

his home address is 1255 Ranchview
Court, Buffalo Grove, IL. 60089,
Equipment for sale

1996 Toro 5300D fairway mower.
The machine has less than 2,000
hours, is in excellent condition and
ready to use. $5,000 or best offer.
Call Mark or Dan at Barrington Hills
C.C. at 847-381-0140.

Timber Trails Country Club is sell-
ing all of its golf course equipment.
Please go to the MAGCS Web site
for a detailed list of items for sale, or
call Don Hoffman, CGCS for
information at 708-246-0281. A lot
of very nice items are on the list, so
don’t delay.

Yes, the holidays are long gone,
but their memory remains.
Because we only received pho-
tographs from one of the many
holiday parties, we are compelled
to feature it (but we do acknowl-
edge the existence of others, and
would fully support them and
feature them as well if only we
were invited). The annual West
Side Holiday Party was held at its
usual spot—Dave & Buster’s—and
was once again a smashing success
with 85 attendees. One highlight
was the celebrating of Holly
Gilmour’s 30th birthday (again),
along with the usual overeating
followed by some really BAD bil-
liards. Thanks to Gary Hearn and
Don Ferreri for their usual great
‘work in setting everything up,

The Annual West Side Holiday

Tony Kalina, Sharon Riesenbeck
and John Gurke.

Roger Johnson and Jim Burdett.
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Our Erecutive Blend Bluegrass Sod, containing “low-mow”
varieties, L-93 and Penncross Creeping Bentgrass are available in

standard or 42” big rolls either with soil or delivered BAyr Root.
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Hollembeak Construction, Inc.

Golf Course Construction and Remodeling
“We believe in a quality job and take pride in our finished product.”

* New Construction * Pond Construction
* Feature Shaping * Boulder Features
* Bunker Sand Replacement  * Cart Paths

* Drainage

* Pond Dredging
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P.O, Box 103

Mike Hollembeak Big Rock, Illinois 60511
Phone(630) 556-3891" =
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Paving the Finest Golf Courses on the North Shore

KAPLAN

TRUCHKI NG

847 -949 - 1500

M.A.G.C.S. Member

P.0. Box 200 + Lincolnshire, IL 60069 «[WWw.KaplanPaving.con)

CCURAJE
ANK
ECHNOLOGIES
- Precision Tank Tightness Testing

- Upgrades for Tanks & Leak Detection Systems
- Install Underground & Aboveground Fuel Tanks
- Removal of Tanks

Your Complete, Professional Tank Experts
Please contact us at:
1-800-773-Tank or 630-375-6121

DARRELL KOELPER

PRESIDENT

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

KOELPER MARENGO, IL
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION ofFice: 815.568-8382
FAX: 5 o
COMPANY HOME: @15.ses.cecs

“Golf Course Work
a Specialty”

LEMONT PAVING CO.

EST. 1957
MURPHY' S

11550 Archer Ave., Lemont, IL 60439 u
(630) 257-6701 = FAX 630-257-5194

RIVERWALLS ..

P.O. Box 562, Barrington, lllinois 60011

GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT

Shoreline Stabllization, Creek Crossings
Stream and Spiliway Re-Construction

1-888-254-4155

OFFICE: 847-382-9696

DARRYL SCOTT BURKETT FAX: 847-516-0116
C.E.O. MOBILE: 847-366-5400

E-mail: Exernwalls@aolcom

360 Schaumburg Rd.
Streamwood, IL 60107

(630) 830-7405
FAX (630) 830-9652

CLAUSS

BROTHERS, Inc

GOLF COURSE

CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING
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Accurate Tank Technologies
's Greenhouse

@mr Clesen, Inc.

Envimnmental Sciences

Reinders Inc.
'Riuemralls Ltd.
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On Target Animal Damage Control.

Specializes in the selective control of grubbing skunks
& Raccoons and Beaver removal. Our control

methods have proven to be100% effective in

major golf courses in the chicago area.

ON TARGET A.D.C.
PO BOX 469 CORTLAND, IL 60112

815-286-3073 wetechia@ix. neicom.cony

Specializing in Bedding Plants
Large Variety Fall Mums

ANTON’S

Greenhouses & Garden Centers

Gary Anton

ANTON'S OF EVANSTON
1426 Pitner Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202
847/864-1134

Rick & Bob Anton

ANTON'S OF KENOSHA
9140 Cooper Rd. (515t Ave.)
Kenosha, Wi 53142
414/694-2666

28322 Ballard Road
Lake Forest, IL 60045

HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC. Telephone: 847-281-9400

IRRIGATION Fax: 847-281-9780

SYSTEMS

Gregory E. Martin

Prasident

335 N. River Street
Suite 201

Batavia, lllinois 60510
Phone: 630.482.2532
Fax: 630.482.2536

MARTIN Email: [idpia@maphd.con)
design

Website:

&?oﬂ Course Architecture

Jim Shone
Syngenta Professional Products

&
syngenta 1715 Cambridge Dr.
St. Charles, 11 60174
Tel. 708-217-8509
Fax 630-513-6777

Mobile 708-217-8509
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Course Accessories and A Lot More

WWW. MASTEerornnelnks. Cor]

Toll Free (888) TURF-888

[ rrmentreom

] . Local (630) 545-2474

in

jim ETOIE SO Fax (630) 545-2782
Timberline D.B.A. Bill Boyd

Golf Course Remodeling & Renovation

30 YEARS OF QUALITY SERVICE
FEATURE SHAPING IS OUR BUSINESS

411 York Streer, Bolingbrook, Illinois 60440
(630) 759-7807, Cell (630) 732-9088

QrowinggolutionS..

Our s_Iulions are your soluliodn

toll free: 800/816-4041
phone: 815/462-1300
cellular: 815/341-0099
fax: 815/462-4036
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