EXTREME WEATHER COVERAGE

THE WAY WE WERE

Weather Extremes
Plague Turt
Again in 1988

This article, penned by Dy. Randy Kane and published in the November 1988 issue of Bull Sheet,
reflects upon thel 988 drought that plagued a large swath of the nation’s midsection, from the northern
Rockies and Plains southeast to the Ohio Valley. Here, Dr. Kane focuses on the drought’s effects upon
Chicago-area golf course, and the parallels between 1988 and 2005 in terms of weather conditions and
impacts ave stavtling, if not downright eerie. And—though more localized than the 1988 drought—the
2005 drought through mid-July as experienced by Chicagoland has actually been more severe. Moisture
deficits had surpassed those logged during the 1988 drought, with no significant precipitation and con-
tinued heat in the forecast through month’s end.

The late spring
and summer season
of 1988 saw record
heat and dvought
that laid waste to
nonirvigated cvop
lands, home lawns,
parvks and golf turf,
and taxed water
supplies and
delivery systems

to the utmost.

As in recent years, weather extremes again have had a serious impact on
the quality and manageability of golf turf in the Midwest. An usually dry and
cool spring was followed abruptly by a very hot and dry late spring to mid-
summer period that we won’t soon forget. Then late summer was even worse
as humidity and rainfall combined with high temperatures to unleash the fungi
and stress out Poa annua. Many serious turf problems other than disease
resulted directly from the temperature and precipitation extremes. Following
is a brief account of the meteorological highlights of the 1988 season, and a
summary of the turf problems that occurred as a direct result of the weather.

Spring of "88 got off to a fairly warm and wet start, including a record
high temperature of 85°F on April 5. Early heavy play was a factor to contend
with. Then it turned off cool and dry in late April, with overnight tempera-
tures near or below freezing. Most of the month of May was also cool and dry,
with frosts and record cold temperatures occurring as late as the 25th.

This dry and cool weather pattern caused Poa annua and older bentgrass
varieties to green up and grow very slowly. However, this did seem to force
roots deeper into the soil profile, including Poa annua. Also, the Poa on many
area courses seeded very heavily which, along with the slow growth and heavy
traffic, resulted in poor putting green quality.

The late spring and summer season of 1988 saw record heat and drought
that laid waste to nonirrigated crop lands, home lawns, parks and golf turf, and
taxed water supplies and delivery systems to the utmost. Many communities
were forced to restrict or ban lawn sprinkling and other nonessential water
uses. Temperatures in the 90s were recorded in late May, and the mercury
passed the 100-degree mark for the first time on June 20. Tortal precipitation
for May, June and July was as low as 1-1.5” inches in the metropolitan area,
and an abysmal 0.5-1” in parts of north central and central Illinois and central
Indiana. (Normal rainfall for the three-month period is 11.2” in Chicago.)

Fortunately, most Chicago-area courses have adequate sources of water
from wells and/or holding ponds and streams. Greens, tees and fairways
received adequate water for the most part, although restrictions limited fairway
watering at some courses. The incessant demands placed on irrigation systems

(continued on page 33)
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All varieties available as washed sod,
traditionally cut sod or big roll sod.
Your Single Source for:

Bentgrass Varieties
‘ J B Penncross™ Bentgrass Sod

M_iChael ] B,enkUSkY, InC. B Pennlinks™ Bentgrass Sod

: B Penneagle™ Bentgrass Sod
GOLF COURSE ARCHITECTURE
|

"Creating, preserving, and en_hanr.'i.!_'lg
golf courses and their environment.'” B XL2000™ Bluegrass Blend

WL-93™ Bentgrass Sod

Low Mow Varieties

B Bluegrass Fescue Blend

Installation and turf stripping capabilities available.

" . We can custom grow to your specifications.
Providing comprehensive architectural services including: I Please inquire.

-New golf course design and Master Planning
-Existing golf course Master Planming
-Classic golf coursé revitalization
-Design/Build services )

3900 West |67th Street, Markham, IL 60428
708-596-7200

chisdh 1-800-244-7200

WWW.HESOD.COM

Member American Society of Golf Course Archirects

1043 Abbey Dr. » Crystal Lake, IL 60014
815.474.8385 * mjbinfo@comeast.net

PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications sl BallardﬁROOO?d
by our modern equipment. HALLORAN & Lk Forest; IL. >
YAUCH, INC.  Telephone: 847-281-9400

IRRIGATION Fax: 847-281-9780

&qmmm_ SYSTEMS
Eliminate costly stonage

*

Irrigation & Pump Station Design

*

We sell an air-dried, uniform and

Irrigation Installation
free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT. * Drainage Systems

* Pump Station Installation

*

Irrigation Pipe & Supplies

HENRY FRENZER

620 Webster St. * Pond Aerators
Area Code 847 Algonquin, IL
658-5303 60102
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Weather Extremes Plague Turf Again in 1988 (continued from page 31)

led to many problems as pumps, water
lines and irrigation heads failed at sev-
eral courses. Most nonirrigated turf
areas (e.g., roughs) were dormant by
mid-June. Dormant turfs subjected to
excessive traffic (e.g., golf carts) were
reduced to dust and will have to be
reestablished this fall. Many down-
state courses without adequate
irrigation systems have been exten-
sively damaged, and large acreages of
turf will have to be replaced.

Very few disease problems were
encountered through early July,
because of the lack of rain and very
low relative humidities. Localized dry
spots were a widespread phenomenon
on putting greens and fairways, as
were unexplained ring and patch
symptoms. However, once humidities
increased in mid-July, a dramatic
increase in Pythium blight, brown
patch, summer patch (Magnaporthe
sp.) and other diseases occurred.

Also, by late July and into
August, the accumulative effects of
heat and humidity began to take its
toll on Poa annua. Poa is highly sus-
ceptible to heat stress and/or
anaerobic conditions (wet wilt), espe-
cially where the root system is shallow
or restricted. A number of factors
appear to interact to cause shallow
roots on Poa, including: compacted
soils and layering; low fertility (espe-
cially N and P); low cutting heights;
contours and drainage problems;
nematodes (!) and root-rotting fungi.
Combinations of two or more of these
factors appear to be especially deadly.

Large areas of turf were lost on
greens and tees where Poa annua was
the primary grass species present. In
most cases, turf was in good shape
through the end of July, but two hot
spells—August 1st through 4th and
August 16th through 18th—brought
the greatest trouble. Daily high temps
near 100°F and overnight lows in the
80-85° range combined with high
humidity. Soil temperatures were near
or above 100°F max and stayed above
90°F for extended periods of time.
Water management was critical dur-
ing this period; syringing didn’t seem
to help the Poa at all. Deeper-rooted
grasses such as bentgrass and ryegrass
survived this heat much better.

After the summers of ’83, ’87
and 88, it is apparent that we need to
work on new management strategies
and pest controls to help our turf-
grasses withstand summer heat and
drought stress, especially if predictions
of hotter and drier summers due to the
“greenhouse effect” hold true. Differ-
ent fertility practices and mowing and
grooming patterns (including more
use of walking greensmowers and
“verti-groomers”), and more intensive
aerification, should be considered in
order to increase root mass and depth
and to reduce the effects of high air and
soil temperatures. More about NEMA-

TODES at a later date. \ \“ i

Call

Richard E. Mika

* VARIOUS BUNKER SANDS

* CART & ROAD MATERIALS

* COBBLES AND RIP RAP

* ALL GOLF COURSE AGGREGATES

(773) 374-2303
(847) 228-9607
(219) 938-7020

You take
care of
the course...

.we'll take

care of the
mosquitoes.

r 4-5-\“'!' :

That's what we do. That's all we do.

Clarke's nnmrared pest lmnagmlwnt aupma\h

“Serving communities for over 50 years.”

Clarke Environmental
Mosquito Management, Inc.
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Bull Sheet
W

John Gurke, CGCS
Contributing Editor

DATES TO REMEMBER |

For starters, a word about the
weather we have been experiencing
this summer (as of mid-July):
Enough! Hopefully by the time this
reaches you, our drought has been
broken, your rough is green once
again, and you are wearing a wind
shirt in the mornings to stave off the
cool breezes. Right. As this is being
written, hurricane Dennis veered
away to the east and left us high and
dry, and my patience—especially
with the Weather Channel—has been
stretched to the brink. Here’s hop-
ing for better days, raging rivers and
recharged aquifers.

A typical irrigation pond
this past July.

N

At least someone in our industry has
figured out a way to stay cool this
summer. Dr. Frank Rossi of Cornell
University—a frequent visitor and
speaker at our educational pro-
grams—was spied recently at the
University’s Field Day “taking one for
the team,” so to speak. I'm guessing
the stunt was a huge success—who
wouldn’t want to dunk the doc?

Dr. Rossi shows how low he’ll go
to raise a few bucks.

oooooo SAssssNsRERsERERRARERRERREREREREES

Every April our golfers come down
with the dreaded “Augusta Syn-
drome” whereby they watch the
Masters on television and immedi-
ately wonder why their course can’t
look like that. That being said, why
can’t there be a “St. Andrews Syn-
drome” in July? Or a “Shinnecock
Syndrome” in June? If this were the
case, I'd be a hero.

Just a thought . . .

Congratulations to Jim Pedersen,
former assistant superintendent of
Stonebridge Country Club, who is
now the superintendent of Hughes
Creek Golf Club. Jim replaces Darin
Ayres, who has left to pursue his
burgeoning landscape-lighting
business full-time. Best of luck, Jim!

Jim Pedersen, superintendent
of Hughes Creek G.C.

SssssssssssssEBsNsEERERERRERES sssssannn

If you’ve caught up with everything
by October 14th, why not take a trip
to Louisville, Kentucky and check
out EXPO 2005? Presented by Golf-
dom, it is a three-day showcase for
the green industry that also features
an all-star cast of educational speak-
ers. On the docket are Robert Brame
(USGA regional director), Paul B.
Latshaw, Bobby Weed and Larry
Aylward (Golfdom magazine), to
name a few. They’ve even booked
the Charlie Daniels Band hot off the
state-fair circuit for a live show on
Saturday the 15th! It’s a can’t-miss
deal. To register, go to

Congratulations to Kara and Nick
Baker (Riverside Golf Club) on the
birth of their first child in June. Colin
Charles Baker was a healthy, happy, 6
Ib., 5 oz. and 20-inch bundle of joy.
New job, new home, new baby—time
to think about getting a puppy.

------------ L]

(continued on page 36)
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It's not easy heing a pioneer. But since their arrival in 1996, the John

Deere line of Aercore” Aerators, with their revolutionary belt-driven

system and patented Flexi-Link™ design, have quickly become the

. humber one aerators in the golf equipment industry. And with our

o —
i |
= . tractor-mounted Aercore 2000, the bar for productivity has been
! raised even higher. Like the tractor-mounted 1500 and 1000 and the
walk-behind 800, the Aercore 2000 produces a consistent, round
’-F*'-“\

hole. This 1s due to the Flexi-Link, which is attached to the rear of the
tine leg and absorbs the forward motion of the aerator, allowing the
tines to stay perpendicular while they are in the ground. What you
end up with are quality cored holes up to 4 inches deep, with productivity up to 100,066 sg. ft./hr.

To see the Aercore Aerators in action, call your local John Deere distributor.

J.W. TURF INC.

14N937 US RT 20
HAMPSHIRE, IL 60140 S

847.683-4653




the Bull Sheet (continued from page 34)

You wanna know what really rocks?
Having a bona fide, certified, classi-
fied and glorified arborist on statf to
handle those pesky pruning issues
that sometimes arise. Yep—who
needs tree-care experts when you
have this guy?

Years of training and
thousands in equipment . . .

. . . Now that’s money well spent!

sesssnssann T sssssssnnEnane

As noted in Dates to Remember,

the Wee One Foundation is very busy

this summer. The organization was

founded on behalf of Wayne Otto to

assist golf-management professionals

(or their dependents) who incur over-

whelming expenses due to catastrophic

illness without comprehensive insur-

ance or adequate financial resources.

The Board of Directors is comprised

of the following dedicated and

generous individuals:

¢ Danny Quast, CGCS—President

* Rod Johnson, CGCS—Vice
President and Benevolence

® Beverly Quast—Secretary

¢ Mike Handrich, CGCS—
Membership

e Dave Radaj, CGCS; Mark
Petitgoue; Paul Bastron,
CGCS—Fundraising

e Pat Sisk, CGCS and Chad Ball,
CGCS—Publicity and Advertising
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Most of you have received mailings
from this organization and know of
its current cause—to help the family
of Dan Nielsen (Golf Club of Illi-
nois) through Dan’s bout with
pancreatic carcinoma. On Monday,
August 8, the Wee One Foundation
and Golf Club of Illinois will hold a
fundraising golf event to help Dan,
his wife Kira, and their four boys
Zachary, Tyler, Nick and Travis, get
through this difficult time. The
Foundation is also asking you to join
them and help other families who
need and deserve our assistance. Call
Mike Handrich at Racine Country
Club at 262-637-9050 for informa-
tion on how you can help.

I know I sound like a broken record
every August, but it’s always true—
outstanding job once again by Ken
Lapp and the staff at Cog Hill Coun-
try Club in providing another
spectacular golf course for yet another
Western Open. You guys make it look
casy (and it’s starting to tick me off!).
Congratulations on a great event,
guys! And special thanks to Tracy
Murphy and Murphy’s Lemont
Paving for hosting their hospitality
tent on Saturday the 9th during the
tournament. Hopefully many of you
were able to attend both.

Bits of wisdom from around
MAGCS:

In its recent 50th-issue extravaganza,
Superintendent magazine listed 50 tips
from 50 golf pros, which included
several from current and past MAGCS
members. The following is an account
of these tidbits of wisdom . . .

“Learn to see the whole picture,
not just part.”
—Harry Lovero
Orchard Valley G.C.

“If you can hold your tongue,
you can hold your job.”
—Bruce Williams, CGCS
Los Angeles C.C.

“For every action there is a reaction.”
—Dennis Wilson
Sunset Ridge C.C.

“Come to work cach day with
the attitude ‘what can I do for
you today?””
—Doug Davis

Flagg Creek G.C.
The Walker Cup Matches are coming
to Chicago Golf Club (Jon Jennings,
CGCS host) this month for the first
time since 1928, Although the Ameri-
can team of amateurs led by Bobby
Jones won handily then, and through-
out the years the Americans have a
distinct edge in the matches against
the Great Britain and Ireland teams,
the last three matches were won by
the bad guys. Make sure to get out to
Wheaton and catch some of the action
and cheer on our team. If that isn’t
possible, look for it on Golf Channel
on the 13th and 14th. Good luck to
Jon, Aaron Willing, and all the staff
and volunteers, and to Team USA!
The 5th Annual John Buck Memor-
ial Golf Fundraiser took place on
June 29 at Hughes Creek Golf Club
in Elburn, IL (Darin Ayres hosting
his last event!) and was a complete
success. The event is a four-person
scramble format with a maximum
score of bogey allowed on any given
hole. The team from Blackberry
Oaks Golf Club in Bristol took top
honors as Chad Johansen rode the
backs of ringers Jim Campbell, Gabe
Salazar and Steve Holich. Numer-
ous betting holes offered chances to
win a slew of prizes as well as the
coveted Grey Goose gift basket,
compliments of Mike (Sharon)
Riesenbeck. The day was a hot one,
but relief was only a beverage cart
away (or an icy towel from Jen and
Kelli). The golf course was in mar-
velous shape, and a full field of 144
enjoyed themselves both on the
course and in the clubhouse after-
ward. Overall, it is estimated that
this day raised over $10,000 for the
various scholarships—quite an
impressive achievement! Highlights
included several of Dave Meyer’s and
John Buck’s family members and
close friends being in attendance; the
raffling of the 2005 John Deere CS
Gator vehicle to lucky winner Bob
Darnell (who proceeded to donate it
back to the cause in an extremely
generous gesture); the presentation
of a plaque to Kelli Zopfi of J.W.



Turf in appreciation for all she does
for the scholarship funds from
MAGCS, Kane County Farm
Bureau, NWIGCSA, Buck Brothers
and J.W. Turf; and, of course, the
pig roast. There are many thanks to
pass around, and they include
Hughes Creek G.C. and its great
staff, Citizens Bank of Genoa, First
Community Bank of Elgin, all raffle-
ticket purchasers and sellers, Ken
Kane of AFLLAC, Dakota, Lastec,
Kane County Farm Bureau, John
Deere, Southern Green, Cress Creek
C.C., and of course, all the golfers
who made the day possible.

Danna and Kelli with Bob Darnell,
_ the winner of the Gator _r:c-_:fﬂe.

A ¢

Dave Blomaquist, John Gurke,
Holly Gilmour, Luke Cella
and Todd Schmitz.

Ed Braunsky, Tim Johnson,
Ken Shepherd and Jim McNair.

The winning team from Blackberry
Oaks—Gabe Salazar, Chad Johansen,
Jim Campbell and Steve Holich.

J.W. Turf’s Jen and K;:‘:'jr' with Kevin
DeRoo—the iced towels were a
GREAT idea!

Either Eddie Braunsky got too much
sun, or this was dinner. You decide.

Bob Darnell, Holly, John Buck’s
daughter Shelley Seyllor, and
his old friend Dan Thorpe
(pictured just as they were
seen by the Grey Goose-

Greg Johnsdn, Brad Legnaioli, winning photographer).
Paul Schaefer and Paul Wagner srevsy TSR LR
cool off after the round. A\ sl
@-ON TARGET A.D.C.

Deter Leuzinger Consulting, Inc.
Landscape Design
Eavironmental
Turf Care

805 N. 1t &, Flburn, I, 60119

pv_leuzinger@yshoo.com
8474942992 fax 6303659354

On Target Animal Damage Control.
Specializes in the selective control of grubbing skunks
& Raccoons and Beaver removal. Our control

methods have proven to be100% effective in
major golf courses in the chicago area.

ON TARGET A.D.C.
PO BOX 469 CORTLAND, IL 60112
815-286-3073 pctechiwix.neicom.cony
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Global Distributor of
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WATER TREATMENT AMENDMENT
announces the latest in
Irrigation Chemical Injection Equipment

pH Control AND Fertigation
Applications in one unit!

New IntelliDose Controller
Technology

Don’t show off your pride and joy with
just a snapshot. Let Jim Trzinski Photography
bring out the true beauty of your course.

¢ Improved Sensor Response
¢ Multiple pH Set Point Flexibility * Scorecards » Clubhouse Updates
¢ Remote Control Capability e Web Sites . (“,Un‘strllcl_i(m or
¢ Proven Reliable Components * Promotional Renovation
¢ VED Controller / Motor Picces * Advertising
Call for a free demonstration
SO0 808 Ambierst, WI' 54406
Visit our new website at jltsmile@wi-net.com
ANYWHERE DISEASE IS A
PROBLEM - LESCO HAS
THE ANSWER Timberline DB.A. Bi :
.B.A. Bill Boyd
T—Storm‘“ z Golf Course Remodeling & Renovation
Touche'™

Twosome ™ Flowable
Manicure™ Ultrex

. Manicure 6 Flowable 30 YEARS OF QUALITY SERVICE
Revere ™ 4000 FEATURE SHAPING IS OUR BUSINESS
Revere 10G
Prodity ™ 411 York Street, Bolingbrook, Illinois 60440
LESCOPAR™ @ (630) 759-7807, Cell (630) 732-9088
LESCO Bayleton
Mancozeb 4 Flowable
Mancozeb DG
Manhandle™ T&O
Sam Wineinger
61;89.‘! ;r:_rg;% 630-768-93?5 Specializing in Bedding Plants
Large Variety Fall Mums
ot UM
ANTON’S
For 24/7 Service Visit Us On The Web At

MMJ_&S_CQ.Q_Qm Greenhouses & Garden Centers

®
E S‘ o Rick & Bob Anton Gary Anton
ANTON'S OF KENOSHA ANTON'S OF EVANSTON
_"_.-——-_..___“

9140 Cooper Rd. (515t Ave.) 1426 Pitner Avenue
Kenosha, Wi 53142 Evanston, IL 60202
iil{_,;l‘;; regsbered Tm T-Storrn Touche . Tennome. Maneure, Revere. Prodigy. LECOPAR and Manddandie o Yadernaris. ‘ ]4/694'26’& 8‘17 "864_1 134
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MAGCS EVENT
Luke Cella, CGCS MAGCS Executive Divector

Cougars Lose,
But MAGCS Family Night
at the Ballpark Is a Winner

There were many familiar faces and some new ones this year at the MAGCS Family Night, beld at the
Kane County Cougars game. Despite steamy weather and with no GCSAA education points available
for the event, 160 people enjoyed the evening at the ballpark. In fact, although the picnic was moved up
a month this year, it still felt like a warm August night at Elfstrom Stadium. Despite the Cougar loss,
the night was very entertaining. Perhaps the only thing better this year conld have been a rainout! A
little Cougar trivia—yguess how many players have made it to “the show” from the franchise in their 15-
year history in Geneva? (Answer appears at the end.)

Thank you to our sponsors for
this event: Nature’s Way Landscaping
and Tree Care, Nels J. Johnson Tree
Experts, Inc., Palatine Oil Company
and Turf Professionals Equipment
Company. A special thanks goes to the
Women’s Center for Health (the prac-
tice of Tim Anderson’s wife, Linda)
for sponsoring the ever-popular face-
painter and cookies.

This year, we invited the
MAGCS scholarship winners to the
picnic to receive their award. Con- |
gratulations to those winners that
were able to make it out to the game:
Alex Clesen, daughter of Tom Clesen;
Ben Behrman, son of Dave Behrman;
and Nycole Stawinoga, daughter of
Tom Stawinoga. Congratulations to
the Wheelers, who celebrated their
first wedding anniversary at the ball-
park with the group.

Picnic-goers who stayed after
the game saw skydivers flawlessly land
on the mound and a fireworks show
to boot. All in all, the food was good,
the drinks were cold and the kids fell
asleep on the way home. By the way,
in their brief existence, the Cougars
have produced more than 70 major &
leaguers. Thanks again to all those :
who attended and those who spon-
sored this event.

Todd Schmitz and scholarship winner Tony Kalina and scholarship winner
Nycole Stawinoga. Ben Behrman.

skt

Scott Witte and scholarship winner The Wheelers celebrate their
Alex Clesen. first wedding anniversary.

(pictures continued on page 41)
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David Marquardt - Consulting Agronomist

630-251-1511 [Dave@diri-n-furt com |v=vww.dirt-n-turf.com I

Soil, Tissue, Irrigation, & Physical Analysis - Cultural Consultation

- Audubon Certification

360 Schaumburg Rd.
Streamwood, IL. 60107 “Golf Course Work
a Specialty”
4 h (630) 830-7405

CLAUSS FAX (630) 830-9652 LEMONT PAVING CO.

EST. 1957
BROTHERS, Inc. MURPHY'’S
GOLF COURSE

CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION 11550 Archer Ave., Lemont, IL 60439 w
LARGE TREE MOVING (630) 257-6701 » FAX 630-257-5194
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