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FRED D. OPPERMAN EDITORIAL

AWARD CONTESTANTS
Cathy Miles Ralston Editor

Now in its third yea1S the Fred D. Opperman Editorial Award is presented annually in honor of Fred)
who served as editor of the Bull Sheet and subsequently On Course for 16 years.

Eligibility extends to all articles authored by a member of the MAGCS who at the time of writing and publica-
tion was currently an MAGCS member in class C, D, E, F or G. Articles must have been published between September
2003 and August 2004; "Super -N- Site" and "Midwest Breezes" articles are not eligible. While judging criteria for
the Opperman and Gerber awards are similar, this award recognizes the invaluable contributions of an important com-
ponent of Midwest membership: assistant superintendents, commercial members, superintendent's employees, ete.

Here are the contenders for the 2004 Fred D. Opperman Editorial Award.

Year/Month Article Author

2003

September "The Spin on P" Curt Franklin

October "Time to KARE" Scott White

2004

February

March

April

"Are You Riding the Pine?"

"Can't This Project Wait Until It Gets Warmer?"

"The Morris Method: Befriending the 'Stimpmonster'"

"A Win-Win Proposition: Extending Midwest Membership

To Our Assistants"

John Patrick Maksymiu

John Ekstrom

Keith Krause

Ben Exline, John Ekstrom

"Excavation Safety: Your Life May Depend On It" John Ekstrom

May "Earthworms: Friend or Foe?" Robert Graziano

Tune

"Goodbye, Carl Spackler"

"Putting Greens: Where the Way We Were and

The Way We Are Converge"

Keith Krause

Aaron Willing

July

August

"In Vogue: Bunker Renovation"

"Interview with a Golf Course"

"Working Safely in Hot, Humid Conditions"

Nick Baker

Greg Martin

John Ekstrom

JOHNSON AND ASSOCIATES
of Lombard, Inc.

ROGER O. JOHNSON
630-620-8198 - FAX 630-620-8119

Mobile 630-215-3325 E-Mail: rojassoc@aol.com
Member

109 E. Washington Blvd. MAGCS ITF
Lombard, IL 60148-2637 NWIGCSA CIGCSA

CLAUSS
BROTHERS, Inc.
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING

~ 1]360 SchaumburgRd.'-17 Streamwood. IL 60107

(630) 830-7405
FAX (630) 830-9652

T.I.P., INC.
Greens Spiker/Seeder

Amazone/Groundskeeper
Amazone/Combo Seeder

Terra Care Products, Inc.
Terra Topper, Terra Broom,
Terra Pick up Sweeper
Terra Areator
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Bayer CropScience

Kerry Anderson
Sales Representative

4819 Strong Road
Crystal Lake, IL 60014
Phone: 815-923-1323
Voicemail: 800 577-5163 x6848
Cell: 347 910-3130
Fax: 815 356-9577
kerry.anderson@bayercropscience.com

G F Structures Corp

You can get the job done if you ...

Apply the right pressure.
When you need a powerful pressure washer
that's tough on clean-ups and easy on your
budget, check out the AaLadin 1000 series
washers. Filled with
outstanding standard
features, these units
really put on the
pressure and make
things shine! Every
AaLadin unit is built
to highest quality
specifications in the
industry. Stop in
today for a complete
demonstration.

HIGH PSI LTD.
25 South Park Street, Roselle, IL 60172

(630) 893-07n Fax(630) 893-1045

(800) 666-3900

• A Distributor of ~

CETA CERTIFIED
IR

inois
fessiona,l

I"f
onference

Don't Miss the IPTC

November 29 - December 2, 2004

Pheasant Run and Resort

Nick Markobrad
General Manager

Fence and Guardrail Division

4665 West Arthlngton Street
Chicago, IL 60644

Tel (773)6~122
Fax (773) 626-6162

www.gfstructures.com

St. Charles, III.

Sponsored by: ~Illinois
• TURFGRASS FOUNDATION
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voice of Experience (continued from page 39)

exciting things that are happening on
the golf course.

I can't tell you how many times
I have had peers tell me the Rodney
Dangerfield line, "I don't get no
respect." Perhaps it is because we
don't do a great job of developing
our own public relations campaigns.
It has been said that the three key
steps to promoting your success are:
• Do the right thing.
• Do the right thing.
• Tell people that you are doing

the right thing!
To be successful and receive the

respect you are due, you must recog-
nize opportunities and take advantage
of them. When you get a chance to
attend board meetings, committee
meetings, golf advisory meetings,
ete., welcome the opportunity. Pre-
pare well for these meetings and be
certain to present your message pro-
fessionally, either verbally or in print.
Too many people shy away from these
opportunities. When you are invited
to the guest day banquet, don't turn
the chance down. Sure, you got up at
4 a.m., but you owe it to yourself and
your crew to rub elbows with the

players and receive the accolades for
the great golf course.

When problems arise on the
golf course, don't allow someone
else to tell your story. I never want to
depend on a waiter, bartender, golf
shop employee, ete. to explain why
we have some thin areas on the golf
course. The message is sure to get
mixed up and perhaps put you in
a bad light. Be accessible when
problems exist. People typically want
to know three things when trouble
happens on the golf course.
• What happened?
• What are you going to do about it?
• When will it be back to normal?

Nobody can carry the message
better than you. Communicate it
every way you can until the problem
is resolved.

A picture is worth a thousand
words. Use pictures as a vehicle to
communicate your successes or to
demonstrate areas that need improve-
ment. In this era, we should all learn to
utilize digital photography and Power-
Point to make powerful presentations
to promote programs and projects. It
is a tool that can make us all look

pretty good in front of our employers.
While space does not allow me

to expand on the subject, suffice it to
say that the largest area for communi-
cation improvement is the skill of
listening. If you go to the library,
you will find hundreds of books on
public speaking. However, I doubt if
you can find any that deal with listen-
ing. Listen to what your golfers want.
This can be done through customer
evaluations or personal feedback.
Don't hear what you want to hear,
but try to understand what people are
really saying. Don't be defensive.
Learn to accept constructive criticism.
Employers want people that bring
them solutions rather than someone
who gives excuses.

Think about the top five super-
intendents you know. What puts
them in this special category of high
esteem? Is it their ability to grow
grass or is it their ability to communi-
cate? I feel strongly that today the
grass-growing is the fundamental part
of the job but the ability to commu-
nicate is paramount to career success.

~~~

Recognizing 2004's MAGeS Scholarship Winners ... (continued from page 25)

Anthony Doruff
Dear Armed Services Man or

Woman,
I would like to personally thank

you from the bottom of my heart for
everything you have done and will do
to maintain our freedoms. Your tire-
less efforts to protect the United
States, along with many other coun-
tries, are greatly appreciated by
everyone.

I understand some of the risks
that you are taking and I don't know

if I would be able to handle such
an overwhelming task. You have
received possibly the best training in
the world, been given many hi-tech
pieces of equipment, but you also
have to rely on your instincts, which
cannot be taught.

I also understand some of the
sacrifices you, your family, and friends
back home have made for you to be
able to defend our way of life. I know
they are thinking about you and pray-
ing for you every available minute, as

I am sure you are of them.
We are all proud of you and

your accomplishments. There aren't
the words to tell you how much your
work is appreciated. I wish you the
best of luck in your future endeavors
and a safe trip home to you and all
your fellow soldiers. Thank you and
God bless.

Sincerely,
Proud American

Paving the Finest Golf Courses on the North Shore

KAPLAN
T Rue KIN G & P A V I N G :;.~

847. 949 .1500
M.A.G.C.S. Member

P.O.Box 200 • Lincolnshire, IL 60069 • www.KaplanPaving.com

Course Accessories and A Lot More

www.masterofthelinks.com

Toll Free (SSS) TURF-SSS
Local (630) 545-2474

Fax (630) 545-2782
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Specializing in Bedding Plants
Lorge Variety Fall Mums

ANTON'S
Greenhouses. Garden Centers

Rick & Bob Anton
ANTON'S OF KENOSHA
9140 Cooper Rd. (51st Ave.)
Kenosha. WI 53142
414/694-2666

Gary Anton
ANTON'S OF EVANSTON

1126 Pitner Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202

847/864-1134

CCURA E
ANK
ECHNOLOGIES

- Precision Tank Tightness Testing
- Upgrades for Tanks & Leak Detection Systems
- Install Underground & Aboveground Fuel Tanks
- Removal of Tanks

Your Complete, Professional Tank Experts
Please contact us at:

1-800-773-Tank or 630-375-6121

DARRELL KOELPER
PRESIDENT

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION 8r REMODELING

~ "Golf Course Work~C a Specialty"

LEMONT PAVING CO.
KOELPER
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

MARENGO.IL

OFFICE: 8\ 5-568-8382

FAX: 8' 5-568- '048
HOME: 8' 5-568-6603

EST. 1957

MURPHY'S

11550 Archer Ave., Lemont, IL 60439
(630) 257-6701 • FAX 630-257-5194

BEAR'S TURF PRODUCTS, INC.

On Course and the MAGCSthank our Septembe

Accurate Tank Technologies Hydrologic Water
Anton's Greenhouse Management Systems
Aquatic Weed Technology Illinois Goose Control
Arthur Clesen, Inc. Illinois Pump
Bayer Environmental Sciences Johnson & Associates
Bear Turf Products J. W. Turf, Inc.
Brookside Laboratories Kaplan Paving
Bruce Company, The Koelper Golf Course Constructi
BTSI Larry Tomaszewski/AXA Advisors
Burris Equipment Lebanon Turf Products
Charles J. Fiore Co., Inc. Lemont Paving
Chicagoland Turf Lesco, Inc.
Clarke Environmental Martin Design Partnership

Mosquito Mgmt. Martin Implement Sales
Clauss Brothers Master of the Links
Commercial Turf
COflserv FS Nels Johnson Tree Experts

Old Dutch Sand Co.irt -N- Turf Consulting
ject On Target Animal Damage Control
teman Turf Farms Palatine Oil Company

r Topdressing Prime Turf
ctures Corp. ProSource One

tions Riverwalls Ltd .
, Inc. Simplot Partners

tural Syngenta
ons, Inc. Timberline
ch Trzinski Golf Course Photography

fY Turf Professionals Equipment Co.
Waupaca Sand & Solutions

lUrsery Wild Goose Chase

Ph. 847/367-7728
Fax 847/680-6237

Mobile 847/347-51 05

JOHN BERARDUCCI
The Bear

Main Office:
240 Annapolis Dr.

Vernon Hills, IL. 60061

Larry M. Tomaszewski 5 Revere Drive, Suite 400
Financial Consultant Northbrook, IL 60062

Tel. (847) 498-8925
Fax (847) 272-8925

• Fee and Non Fee-based Financial Planning
• Mutual Funds & Other Investment Products
• Ufe Insurance for Personal and

Business Needs
\'OUR FUTURE. \'OUR WAY.

WWW.AXAonline.com • College Savings Plans
• Retirement Planning

Securities and investment advisory services offered through AXA Advisors,
LLC (212-314-4600), member NASD, SIPC. GE-20181(a) (9/02)
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MAIN STIlEET
11 MILES WEST
OF BATAVIA, IL

TAKE £ONTllOL OF YOUR TIJIlF !

Are grubbing skunks causing thousands of
dollars worth of damage to your course?

Are beavers having a field
day with your freshly planted trees?

On Target Animal Damage Control.
Specializes in the selective control of grubbing

skunks and beaver removal. Our control
methods have proven to be 100% effective in
major golf courses in the Chicago area. Stop
spending thousands of dollars on insecticides

intended to control the grubs.

-$- ON TARGET A.D.C.
P.O. BOX 469 CORTLAND, IL 60112

815-286-3039

Turfgrass Soil and Irrigation Water Specialists Since 1964

Locally based services include Physical Soil Testing.
Tissue, Lime and Environmental Analysis

SOIL and WATER
SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS

~ J. ZOLMAN & SON-syngenta

Jim Shone
Syngenra Professional Products

17 15 Cambridge Dr.
St. Charles, II 60174
Tel. 708-217 -8509
Fax 630- 513-6777
Mobile 708-217-8509
www.syngenta.com Fax (630) 964-9769 Tel (630) 964-9702

j im.shone@syngenta.com 7100 Blackburn Ave. 1IIr Downers Grove, IL 60516
Lab Services by Brookside Laboratories Inc.

30 YEARS OF QUALITY SERVICE
FEATURE SHAPING IS OUR BUSINESS

1907 Darien Club Drive, Darien, Illinois 60561
(630) 963-9088, Cell (630) 732-9088

toll free:800/816-4041
phone: 815/462-1300
cellular: 815/341-0099
fax: 815/462-4036
email: warreo~com

Warren Shafer

Growir\QJOllltionS.Ii¥ .
D.B.A. Bill BoydAl :'::berUne

~ ".''''',g' R .. "","
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