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Encore, encore! On Saturday, November 13, John Gurke, CGCS and Aurora Country Club—
seen here from the air—once again extend their hospitality for the MAGCS Fall Dinner Dance.
(Photo by Golf Shots Unlimited, Inc., Castle Rock, Colorado, 303-814-3586)
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24,
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of
scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.
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Who to better understand a
perfectionist than a perfectionist.

Toro™ 800S Series sprinkler:

Put the warter just where you want
it. Precision control is made possible
with predictable head rotation and

uniform nozzle distribution.

Toro’ Workman® 1100 and 2100
vehicles: With the most capacity and
power in their class, these vehicles get
more done. They also feature rattle-

free plastic beds for a quieter ride.

At Toro we know when it comes

® ®
Toro Greensmaster Flex 21:
The greens mower that flexes
with the contour of greens to

virtually eliminarte scalping.

oro’ Multi Pro” 1200 and 1250
sprayers: Featuring the innovative
Spray Pro” control system that directly
links flow rate to ground speed
ensuring precise application rate.

That's why pros like you are the best source for new ideas on ways to make it look great.

And keep it looking great year after year. To us, it's the perfect relationship.

your course, no detail is too small.

2002 The Toro Company

Toro” Groundsmaster” 3500-D and
Reelmaster” 3100-D: Two innovative
trim mowers with the Sidewinder™ cutting
system. The reels on the 3100-D and the
ground-following rotary decks on the 3500-D
move side to side for superior trimming.

Turf Professionals
Equipment Company
630-773-5555
www.turfproeguipment.col

'IOBO. Countonit.
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WITH THE PRESIDENT
Fred Behnke, CGCS Mount Prospect Golf Club

Golfers Who Get It—
Priceless

This is absolutely my favorite time of the year. The fast-approaching holiday season is heralded by the merry
sounds of irrigation systems being winterized, the happy gurgle of lakes being drained and the joyous tap-
tap-tap of elves changing bedknives. It’s still too early to worry too much about next vear, maybe some
budget work, maybe a little catch-up on some smoldering projects, but by and large the big stuff is done.
The course is acrified, the leaves ave cleaned up, the seasonal staff is gone for the winter, a few diehard
Jolfers still brave the elements, but it’s not uncommon to get out on the course and not see a living soul.

Given time to think is a wonderful gift. Urgency breeds instinctive
responses that may or may not be the most appropriate under the circum-
stances. I often find myself redoing work that was done in a hurry, angry with
myself that 1 let it happen again. Before you get too caught up in what’s com-
ing up, use this time to look back on last year. Evaluate the hits, honestly
critique the misses and get a head start on the holiday season by expressing
some gratitude to the elves that help you make the magic.

One of our often-overlooked cadres of support is “golfers who get it.”

Just who are “golfers who get it?”

Perhaps this can be best explained by examining who they aren’t: the
larger segment of the species—Players Understanding Diddley (PUDs):

* A regular golfer at my place, an educated professional, walked up to me
and commented on the condition of the fairways, saving, “The fairways are

« » .y excellent, I see you finally raised the height of cut like 1 suggested last year.”
GOlfBVS who ﬂet it “Well Doc,” T replied, “first of all you’re right, the fairways are in good
condition, but it’s due, in large part, to the weather and several changes we’ve

ave the unsunyg made to our cultural program . . . ”
“No it’s not, vou raised the height of cut!”
hgrogs thﬂ,t kggp us “Excuse me, Doc, what about the fairways do you like better than before?”

“My ball sits up real nice. I’'m able to strike more of the ball and spin it.”
ﬁ”ﬂm ‘gﬂinﬂ POStﬂZ (This suy is a player, maybe a 7 or 8 handicap.)
Good, that’s what I was hoping would happen when I dropped the
on thg “g?"eﬂt height one-eighth of an inch so the grass .bladcs stay upright. I was worried that
by doing so I might cause more stress with the amount of play we . . . ”

“You lowered the height of cut?”

“Yes, among other things, as I was saying . . .~

“No vou didn’t!”

“Excuse me?”

“No you didn’t, you raised the cut—do you think I'm an idiot?”

(No, now I know you are.)

As I said, a PUD.

* We’re closed on Mondays until 9:00 a.m. and play starts on the first tee
only, so we can get some work done on the course. 1 fought tooth and nail for
this time and guard it jealously. You public supers know how important that
kind of window is. One Monday we’re running around spraying, watering,
topdressing, I don’t remember exactly what, but I look up and there’s a group
on the third tee and it’s 9:03 a.m.; making matters worse, they’re a fivesome
of employees, starters and rangers, each with his own riding cart!

(continued on page 4)

unwashed.”

-
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Golfers Who Get t—pPriceless (continued from page 3)

I flip out and ride up to them,
guns blazing!

“What the heck are you guys
doing out here. The course is closed
until 9:00 and you know it!”

“Jeeze, Fred, what are you so
upset about. We waited untl 9:00
and decided to start on number three
because the first tee was so backed up.
Is that a problem?”

Again, PUDs.

* My course has a Golf Advisory
Committee (acronym; GAcK); it’s our
equivalent of a Greens Committee.
Anyway, one of the members called
me out on our watering practices.

“Why are the greens so dry
when I play? My shots don’t hold.”
(Handicap 26, this guy couldn’t spin
the ball if he used a Cuisinart.) “I
know you have an irrigation system,
don’t you use it?”

(Oh boy.) “Yes we irrigate the
greens, but only as needed to provide
about one inch of water per week. So,
you see, it depends on precipitation,
evaporation, wind and temperature.
Factor all of these variables together
and we program the system to . . . "

“So you don’t water every night!”

> >
WHEELING p. 847.537.2177 f.847.537.2210° VMOKENA™p; 7084442177 f. 7084799477
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“No, as I was saying . . .
“Well, you should!”
Classic PUD.

I love PUD stories; they are fun
to share with other supers. PUDs are
usually pretty harmless, because they
are kept in check by their fellow
“golfers who get it.” PUDs can be
dangerous if they find their way into a
position of authority at your course.
Be patient and communicate and
keep a good supply of “golfers who
get it,” hopefully ones that carry low
handicaps; they’re revered by PUDs,
who think a good player knows every-
thing about the game.

PUDs are inevitable; they are
the counterpoint that make you really
appreciate “golfers who get it.”

* You’ve spent 13 hours aerify-
ing greens to finish the job in one
day, the guvs are whipped, the
machinery is smoking. While vou’re
wiping the sweat out of vour eyes a
golfer strides up and, lo and behold,
compliments you on the greens and
thanks you for your staff’s efforts.

* It’s ladies’ league day and one
of the fairway mowers dinged a bed-
knife so they're behind. One of the

players marches up to you and proceeds
to rave on about how you always
schedule maintenance during their
times and interfere with their enjoy-
ment of the game. Her plaving partner
steps in to say, “Well Gladys, that’s not
true, ’ve noticed they usually have two
mowers out here to keep ahead of us. I
only see one today, there must be some
sort of problem with the other one. Is
that right Fred?”

* A player agrees to go off with
some beginners, keeps them on pace
and shows them how to repair ball
marks, replace divots and rake the
bunkers.

* A regular comes up to you
and quietly informs you that the divot
mix box is empty on seven tee.

* A player accidentally runs
over a cart sign and actually stops,
gets out of the cart and replaces it.

“Golfers who get it” are the
unsung heroes that keep us from going
postal on the “great unwashed.” We all
have PUD stories; let’s remember the
“golfers who get it” when we give

thanks on November 25th. \ ;“ /




DIRECTOR’'S COLUMN
Kevin DeRoo Bartletr Hills Golf Course

My Great Idea

To take something . . . and try to make it better. It is a premise to which most of us try to adbere
constantly. We do this daily on the golf courses that employ us. Seven years ago, it was one of the reasons
I became involyed with the inner workings of the MAGCS. I thought that if I conld come up with one
really great idea, I could change the world, or at least a small fragment thereof known as the Midwest
Association of Golf Course Superintendents.

The MAGCS Board
is about a small
group of people
willing to rvepresent
a lavger group of
people; it’s about
making decisions
based on a thorough
investigation of all
pertinent informa-
tion to form a
conclusion that
favors the majority.

Now, as my responsibilities on the Board are waning and I am closing in
on that great past presidents’ pasture in the sky, it gives me time to reflect and
realize how young, gullible and stupid I really was (I said was). Looking back,
I am ashamed to confess that in the seven years [ have served, I did not come
up with one really great idea to make MAGCS better. Looking back over my
years served on the Board, I can admit to only participating in many major
decisions that would affect the operations today. To highlight some of the deci-
sions that were made by the different Boards I served on in seven years: we
formed an MAGCS Web site, contracted Cathy M. Ralston as editor of On
Conrse and turned On Conrse into a full four-color magazine, drove our mem-
bership numbers to the 700 mark, put together hospitality rooms that cannot
be matched by any other GCSAA chapter, made donations to affiliated organi-
zations approaching the $30,000 range, formed the Class C Advisory
Committee, centralized our operations at Midwest Golf House and teamed up
with the Illinois Turfgrass Foundation in forming the executive director posi-
tion, then contracted our very own Luke Cella to fill that position.

To take primary credit or blame for any of the changes to the MAGCS
over the years of my tenure would be a grave injustice to those who have served
alongside me. The truth of the matter that I can humbly admit is that MAGCS
probably would have evolved without me. Our job as a Board is not to merely
stay the course and navigate the ship through the rough seas. It is about explor-
ing and discovering new ways to solve old /new problems. What I have learned
over these years as a director is that this is not about individuals, it is not about
one person with an idea making a difference. The MAGCS Board is about a
small group of people willing to represent a larger group of people; it’s about
making decisions based on a thorough investigation of all pertinent informa-
tion to form a conclusion that favors the majority. It is many people with many
ideas, all with a common goal in mind, trying to make things better.

In closing, I would like to say only this: the time commitment of serving
on the MAGCS Board of Directors these past seven years pales in comparison
to the feeling I have of honor, satisfaction and pride in the Association that
chose me to do so. I owe many lifelong friendships to serving MAGCS. T have
the deepest respect and fondest admiration for all those who volunteer their
time to try to make things better. My only hope is they all receive the support
and overwhelming fulfillment 1 have.

ITE . .. here I come!

\l 4‘ /
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Now, there’s a practical innovation that eliminates the

ex need for frequent and repeated applications of potassi-

um to high stress areas like fairways and sports fields.

EX T ENDED With new Expo, we've created a homogeneous potassi-
POTASSIUM

um sulfate product that releases at the same rate as

controlled-release nitrogens. The result is a profession-

Introducing EXPO . The controlled-release potassium sulfate

al grade fertilizer that feeds continuously for up to ten
weeks without having to apply additional potassium.
So, you get better control over your turf's nutrition,
more even release of nutrients, and a lot fewer
headaches. New Expo is available in NX-PRO products.
For more information, contact your Turfgrass represen-
tative or visit Make sure the fer-
tilizer you use contains new Expo. It's Expo-nentially
better for reducing stress.

Onr latest innovation greatly
reduces the stress on t’nff. And

on Llﬂ':*] IARAFELS, LebaMTurf

1-800-233-0628 * wwwilebanonturr.comn

Home of Cryans Blend Barbegue Sauce!

cOmMERCIAL TURF & TRACTOR

BUILT ON EXPERIENCE, SERVICE & CUSTOMER SATISFACTION!
QUALITY CONTRACTING, SERVICE, and SALES!

oTerra Spike” Deep-tine Aeration e« Fairway Overseeding or Slit Seeding « Custom Putting Green Seeding
« Fairway Aeration - Deep or Shallow  « Complete Turf Renovation * Greens Core Collecting

1-800-748-7497
Bryan Wood, Owner

Serving the Industry for over 20 years
Check out our demo and trade-in equipment for sale ===e WWWw commercialluriandliraclor.com

woa'pusjqsueliqg'mmm
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ASK THE "EXPERT"
Doug Davis Flagg Creek Golf Course

Sateguardin
Agalnst

Vandalism

It would never be appropriate to compare golf course vandalism to tervovism. However, when we
discover car tire ruts on our greens; flagpoles, benches ov ball-washers swimming in our ponds; or
graffiti of any kind on buildings, how exactly do we feel?

On a recent Tuesday morning, as I drove my golf course I came upon my
8th green, which sits high atop a hill and in plain view of homes bordering the
course. During the night this green had gasoline poured on it, the golf cup
hole filled with fuel and the entire works set on fire! No matter how many
times in our careers this happens, we still have the same feelings of internal
rage, sadness, frustration and a whole list of other unprintable emotions.

This leads to the question of how we can prevent such thoughtless acts
from happening. I have compiled a list of many simple and not-so-simple
potential deterrents so you may leave vour facility at the end of the day with-
out vandalism being among your worries.

Here are some e
Lighting

Have your shop facility well-lit all the way around. Where possible, use
motion-detector lights. Most of the newer irrigation system satellites have
switch programs that can turn off or on just like an irrigation sprinkler station.

! H'lplb’ﬁ'l ent to Take advantage of these options available to you.
prevent vandalism  Fencing

. Is the entire perimeter of your golf course fenced in? If it is not and if it
at onr []()lf COUVSES. is possible to do so, by all means fence it in. Some villages may have ordinances
o restricting the type of fence you install. An electronic gate is advised for in front
of the main entrance. On the outside frame of shop windows, you can install
galvanized wire-mesh window coverings. Not only will they deter vandals, but
they also deflect golf balls that might otherwise shatter glass.

strategies we can

Video Cameras
Strategically mounted video cameras can do wonders to deter vandals.
Linked to a recorder inside, they will monitor and record all activity and pro-
vide timed and dated material for future reference if needed. You might even
(continued on page 9)
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DO YOU EVER HAVE TO GROW GRASS IN A HURRY?

[ Isit tough to keep enough grass on your practice tee?

I A week after a repair do your divots look like grass or sand?
I How do your fairways hold up under heavy use?

I How does your turf endure very dry conditions?

Use compost to help solve your turf problems.

I Compost has 25%+ organic content

[ Compost is Rich in essential micronutrients

[ Compost contains active families of beneficial microbes
[ Compost retains 10 to 15 times its weight in water

GreenCycle Incorporated
- «n 400 Central Avenue, Suite 115
B G ree n Cycle Northfield, Illinois 60093
A 847-441-6606
“Landscape Products WWW.greencycle.nel

Welcome to a Greener World.

PROSOURCE /)13 :

Premium supplier of:

* Fertilizers * Seed
* Herbicides * Adjuvants
* Insecticides * Plant Growth Regulators

* Fungicides

Scott Adams  630-740-1223
Scott Jacobs  847-275-3141

Al Van Alsburg 815-757-8731

msolfmf@ Growin g Smarter.
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Safeguarding Against Vand: isim (rrnm'um'dﬁ‘r:m page 7)

use dummy cameras plugged into nothing; it the individ-
uals wishing to do harm to your facility see them, they will

often change their minds about destruction. '“Ie u“"“ 'enlcle mal's hul“
Security Systems as tough as a tractor.

My shop has a security system that monitors in many
ways. It has contact points on all doors and windows so if
one is broken, the alarm immediately goes off and sends a
loud message that states, “Step away, you have violated secu-
rity, the police are on their way.” I also have voice-activated
microphones that are directly linked to the security monitor-
ing center; they record all voice activity. Most importantly,
the signals for my security system are wireless, so phone lines
being cut will not disrupt security service.

Hard working, dependable and tough: the Kubota RTVS00.

Dogs * 21.6 HP diesel engine - Designed by Kubota engineers
TH. mee I i - . 5 i mee . * Hydrostatic power steering - Handle tight tums with ease
] _th.rt. is nothing as simple .m.d sometimes more  atans Transmission (VHT) - No belts. No maintenance.
cffective than a loud barking dog. If you have a dog at No loss of torque.
. At chaca saop R S o e {3 » Hydraulic wet disc brakes - Smooth braking, even in mud and water
vour shop that chases geese dur ing thL' L‘l.lr_\ and is a light b Foar e e Tt o
sleeper at night, what a great combination! « Ground-hugging suspension - Fully independent front and semi-independent
sceare 1us o ‘1t sterrents: I° re rear suspension
These are just a few potential deterrents; I'm sure - el oiaie. i s el
there are more. If just one method or one trick makes the
difference between vandalism, theft or any sort of wrong- “aﬂin Imniemem, inc.
dning, it’s worth pursuing. Whatever preventative 16400 104th. Ave.
maintenance measures are available to you, investigate Orland Park, IL 60467
them and implement their use. Hr)pt,full\ your plan will (708) 349-8430
better safeguard vou against vandalism and that gut-
wrenching feeling we get when it occurs. I(l b t EVERYTHING YOU VALUE
R, JNDI

When the Pressure’s on...

WE SHINE! TONSERY

When you need a powerful pressure washer

that's tough on clean-ups and easy on your 75 Years of Quality Service, Products & People
budget, check out the Aaladin 1000 series

washers. Filled with Conserv FS has the tools you
outstanding standard need to help you keep the snow and q
features, these units ice in control.

really put on the pres-
sure and make things
shine! Every Aaladin
unit is built to highest
quality specifications
in the industry. Stop
in today for a com-
plete demonstration.

Snow shovels, snow fencing, ice chisels,
winter gloves, salt spreaders, and ice melters.
Conserv FS has what you need for snow ,
removal and control.

HIGH PSI LTD.

25 South Park Street, Roselle, IL 60172
(630) 893-0777  Fax(630) 893-1045

(800) 666-3900

27310 W Case Rd 7851 W 183rd 4304 S Beaumont Ave
Wauconda, IL 60084  Tnley Park, IL60477 Kansasville, WI 53139

@ A eoor o) _W 847.526.0007 708.532.4723 262.878.2048
CLEANING YRTEMS

CETA CERTIFIED
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PALATINE OIL CO., INC.

Over thirty years of caring service
and delivery of quality products

"One call does tall"
847-358-3600

PALATINE OIL CO.,INC. P.O. Box 985, Palatine, IL 60078

& 1444 BERNARD DRIVE
Chlco O|Gnd ADDISON, IL 60101

T R F PHONE (630) 268-8871
FAX (630) 268-1357

s 3{11@ Proud Distributors of: syng’enta

— |ptijm

o ,%:;: =3

@ i
- BASF - RCAQUA-AID)

REGAL .

@ \ STANDGARLG
CHEMICAL COMPANY pd'. e‘\. EELE"W
Trent Bradford Walter Fuchs John Lebedevs Brian Baker AJ Huey

(630) 742-2327  (630) 258-8765  (630) 742-4905  (630) 546-1454  (630) 742-5766
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