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Since 1955, Sprinkler Irrigation has
been serving the Golf Irrigation needs of
the Midwest. As an award-winning Rain
Bird distributor, Sprinkler Irrigation places
service after the sale, as our #1 sales tool
for future irrigation sales.
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Service ...
As the world's largest manu-
facturer of irrigation equipment, Rain
Bird has grown to become one of the most
trusted and respected names in the irriga-
tion industry. Rain Bird's commitment to
product development, computer system
analysis and advanced production tech-
niques is second to none. Perhaps this
helps explain why Rain Bird continues to
be recognized as the leader in irrigation
throughout the world.
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• Controller exchange program
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Rain Bird technical support
•Training seminars
• District field service represen
• Global Services Plan (GSP) )
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24,
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of
scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting Hora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.
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illinois lawn
equipment inc.

Lightweight Fairway Mowers
Heavy-Duty Results

'!\vo or Four-Wheel Drive

]acobsen@ LF-3400 and LF-3800 models are classified as lightweight fairway mowers, but
they offer midweight durability. The results gained in traction, speed and quality of cut are
just what you want for your members - and your reputation .

• Midweight durability with a lightweight footprint.
• 1\\10- or four-wheel drive provides needed traction .
• Mow up to 7.5 mph .
• 7-blade, 5-inch reels (LF-3400) follow ground contours, for a tournament-quality finish .
• 31 hp or 44 hp, turbocharged Kubota@diesel engine on the LF-3400 .
• 36 hp or 44 hp Kubota diesel on the LF-3800 .
• Larger, 7-inch reels with 9 or 11 blades (LF-3800) easily handle tough warm-

or cool-season grasses.
• Largest fuel capacity in their class. [1]1
• Easy touch joystick lift/lower control. I
• Standard Greens Care biodegradable hydraulic fluid .•

Call for a Free Demonstration 800-942-8610

www.illinoislawn.com

Established 1954



ON COURSE
WIT-H THE PRESIDENT

!(evin DeRoo Bartlett Hills Golf Course

The Search
Continues

As president of the MAGeS) I am finding you really have to get accustomed to wearing a lot of
different hats in guiding an organization such as this. My conclusions thus far include that trying to
please everyone all the time is indeed an arduous task and an improbable goal. However, we continue
to try. This year, on top of our considerable routine responsibilities) we have been faced with the
unenviable challenge of hiring a new person to take over the deluge of duties delegated to our current
executive secretary) Ge01;geMinnis.

AstheMAGCS
and the Illinois
Turfgrass Founda-
tion joined forces
tofind a new
executive secretary,
it became clear
that an executive
director was the
role we were really
seeking to fill.

Since we began our search back in April of 2003, many things have hap-
pened. If you will recall, a couple of our original and primary objectives were
to have a presence at the Midwest Golf House, and to join forces with another
allied association. Those goals still remain, and the Illinois Turfgrass Founda-
tion (ITF) has stepped up to join us in partnership. What did change from the
time the first job announcement went out is the mindset of the MAGCS and
ITF Boards of Directors about the actual position we are seeking to fill. It
became quite apparent that to meet the needs of two growing associations, we
would have to look beyond our current way of doing things. We decided we
were no longer looking for someone to answer phones and do all the clerical
work; rather, we need an individual to assist us in managing these two fine
associations. With that notion, a general list of some of the responsibilities of
the person we (the MAGCS and ITF) eventually hire may include:

• Plans, formulates and recommends for approval by the Board of Directors
basic policies and programs that will further the objectives of our Association.

• Plans, organizes, directs and coordinates the programs and activities of
the Association to ensure that objectives are attained, plans fulfilled and
member needs met.

• Informs the Board of Directors of the conditions and operations of the
Association, and on all important factors influencing them.

• Attends all Board meetings.
• Works with Executive Board in formulating annual budget and submits it

to Board for approval.
• Makes purchases within the limits of the Board-approved budget and pro-

vides receipts and documentation of all expenses.
• Assumes responsibility for the planning, promotion and administration of

the Association.
• Plans and executes all communications to the membership, including Web

site updates.
• Assists in planning, organizing and directing membership promotion and

retention programs.
• Maintains effective relationships with local, regional and national golf com-

munities and organizations, with the media and with the local community.
• Manages the Association office in a professional, efficient manner and pro-

vides courteous, prompt service to all chapter members, callers and visitors.

(continued on page 36)
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Toro Workman 1100 and 2100 
vehicles: With the most capacity and 

power in their class, these vehicles get 

more done. They also feature rattle-

free plastic beds for a quieter ride. 

Ton/Mult i Pro® 1200 and 1250 
sprayers: Featuring the innovative 

Spray Pro™ control system that directly 

links flow rate to ground speed 

ensuring precise application rate. 

Toro Groundsmaster 3500-D and 
Reelmaster 3100-D: Two innovative 

trim mowers with the Sidewinder™ cutting 

system. The reels on the 3100-D and the 

ground-following rotary decks on the 3500-D 

move side to side for superior trimming. 

Turf Professionals 
Equipment Company 

630-773-5555 
www.turfproequipment.ee 

At Toro we know when it comes to your course, no detail is too small. 
That's why pros like you are the best source for new ideas on ways to make it look great. 
And keep it looking great year after year. To us, it's the perfect relationship. 

PE 

Count on it. 



DIRECTOR'S COLUMN
Gary Hearn Salt Creek Golf Club

Leadership
and

Stewardship
I have the dubious honor of being co-chairperson with Luke Cella of both the Membership and Envi-
ronmental Committees. I inherited this position from Tim Anderson and Tim is the proverbial ((tough
act to follow) ))very professional in his approach as a committee chair.

The2003 North
American Bird
Watching Open was
more successfulthan
the 2002 event, and
hopefully will be
even bigger next year.
Out of a total 82
participating clubs
nationwide, 15 were
from the Chicagoland
area! Congratulations
to Dave Ward and
crew at Olympia
Fields Country Club
in leading the
nation with 94
birds identified.

Membership comprises our future leadership, the backbone of this orga-
nization. You-the members-will set the tone for this organization, now and
for years to come. Please don't forget our past leaders, retired members and
past members because they made MAGCS history and laid the foundation for
MAGCS future.

Membership tends to get our concerted attention from December
through February, then fades to the background as the golf season gears up.
Membership fees are due by January 15 each year; thank you to about 92% of
our members for renewing on time. The other 8% will do better next year,
right? Official membership stands at about 655 and mid-year updates should
have arrived by the middle of August. If you didn't receive an update, let me
know and I will take care of it. Membership took up a lot of my time during
February and March, because I was making phone calls to ensure that mem-
bers were renewing their memberships. So please inform your CPAs,
accountants, bookkeepers and secretaries to keep an eye open for a renewal
notice in November or December and process this before the holiday season.

Remember that if you as members need anything from any MAGCS
committee, please feel free to contact me, Luke Cella or our executive
secretary George Minnis. Speaking of George, a special thank-you to him
for really managing the membership. George has made my job easier by
keeping me informed, steering me in the right direction and being a
confidante. Thanks! I also want to pass along a thank-you to all the new
members who joined within the last year; hopefully you are enjoying the
camaraderie and benefits the Midwest offers. Also, I would like to recognize
the members who have attained 25-year status: Dave Behrman, Midlothian
Country Club; Tim Davis, Shoreacres; Larry Joseph, Boylan Sales (retired);
James Knulty, Big Foot Country Club; Mike Nass, Cantigny Golf; Tommy
Robinson, Ravinia Green Country Club; and Steve Van Acker, Crystal Lake
Country Club. Congratulations!

As far as overseeing the Environmental Committee goes, in this capacity I
am always thinking about the superintendent's role as environmental steward.
Environmental issues have ethical implications and widely impact the golf course
and surrounding community, always posing new concerns and challenges.

I want to thank my Environmental Committee of Pete Leuzinger, Matt
Kregel, Chad Kempf, Tim Anderson and Chuck Anfield-the real environ-

(continued on page 38)
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Arthur Clesen, Inc. has a special
blend of Kentucky Bluegrass

for 1/2" mowing height.

N

A
543 Diens Dr.
Wheeling, IL 60090
ph: 847-537-2177
fax: 847-537-2210

Low Mow Blues is now available
~

A
ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

www.aclesen.com

8050 w. 186th 81. V
Tinley Park, IL 60477
ph: 708-444-2177
fax: 708-444-2199 S
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SUPER -N- SITE
Shane Kissack Riverside Golf Club

Hole no. 4, a 372-yard par 4.

Believe it or not) Tim Davis originally wanted to begolf pro) but was told that it would be much
easiergetting a Job in the golf business as a superintendent. As such) Tim broke into the business
working as a laborer at Plum Tree National. He recalls hisfirst assignment under the late Peter
Bilt when) during a single season) he planted 5) 000 one-year-old Austrian pines in a nursery on
the property. Before long) Tim went to work at Woodstock Country Club for Jim Nulty) a gentle-
man who would become his brother-in-law. There) Tim eventually became superintendent. In fact)
he completed the final two semesters of his plant and soil science degree at Southern Illinois
University over one winter while still performing some part-time duties as Woodstock)ssuper-
intendent. Following graduation) Tim returned to a full-time superintendent role at Woodstock)
where he stayed until 1984 and the move east to Shoreacres.

As Tim sees it, a huge key to his operation's success is his assistant
Rafael Arias, who has been at Shoreacres since July of 1986 and who,
according to Tim, can "do it all." The biggest maintenance challenge for
Tim, Rafael and the crew is the intensive hand-mowing and rotary work
around the ravines found on 13 of Shoreacres' 18 holes.

Of all his years in the industry, it was Tim's first season at Shore acres
that he will never forget. He was forced to struggle through this season
with a cast on his right leg as a result of rolling a triplex mower while
cutting a fairway near one of Shoreacres' many ravines. Tim says that to
this day, his employees still will not let him operate equipment!

This Harvard, IL and McHenry County native now resides in
Mundelein with his wife, Jean. Tim and Jean will celebrate their 25th
wedding anniversary later this year. They have two daughters currently
attending college; the eldest, Erin, will be a junior at Carroll College in
Waukesha, WI. She is a history major with dual minors in Spanish and
education. Tim's youngest daughter, Vicki, will be a freshman majoring
in marine biology at Florida Institute of Technology in Melbourne, FL.
Tim's family also includes Chance, a stray dog he found on the golf
course one Sunday morning some 13 years ago.

(continued on page 8)
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Hole no. 11 is
a 378-yard par 4.



11m Davis -N- Shorcacres (continued from page 7)

Shoreacres is located on Lake
Michigan in Lake Bluff. Known for its
previously mentioned ravines, the pri-
vate club was founded in 1916 as a
golf and yacht club. Seth Raynor was
hired to design the golf course and
construction began in 1918 with the
course opening in 1921. Shore acres
still possesses all of its original greens,
which Tim has been working on for
the past 12 -13 years to recapture the
lost putting-green area. He estimates
that during his tenure, 50,000 square
feet of putting-green space has been
restored, along with a couple of lost
bunkers. For the most part, Shore-
acres now exists as it was originally
laid out, and Tim doesn't expect any
major changes in the future as the
membership is dedicated to preserv-
ing their little piece of history along
the lake. ~Aiv.I

Par-4 no. 13 plays to 332 yards.
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Gorgeous no. 17 at Shoreacres is a 355-yard par 4.
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FERTILIZER 

s«Tek 
FERTILIZER 
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any more aduanced and it would be a government secret. 

Lebanon Turf Product's exclusive Composite Technology™ Country Club® and IsoTek31® fertilizers offer you the best 
in controlled release nitrogen. Composite Technology delivers better particle dispersion, better particle integrity and 

the highest nitrogen activity of any homogeneous fertilizer made. For more information on IsoTek31 or Composite 
Technology Country Club contact your local Lebanon Distributor or call 1-800-233-0628. 

C O M P O S I T E 
T E C H N O L O G Y < • Lebanon 

T U R F P R O D U C T S 

Chicagoland 
TURF 

1444 BERNARD DRIVE 

ADDISON, II 60101 

PHONE (630) 268-8871 
FAX (630) 268-1357 

Proud Distributors Of: 

* 

novozymesp® 
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Trent Bradford Walter Fucks JohnLebedevs Brian Baker 
(630)742-2327 (630)258-8765 (630)742-4905 (630)546-1454 
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