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• ^ S 75 DF HERBICIDE! 

The shortest distance between broadleaf and grassy weed control. 
Drive" 75 DF herbicide effectively raises the bar for postemergent weed control. A single, convenient 

application of Drive quickly eliminates a broad spectrum of both broadleaf and grassy weeds—from 

crabgrass and foxtail to clover and dandelion—in a wide variety of turf species. Then Drive keeps weeds 

under control for 30 to 45 days-—in some cases for more than 3 months. Drive also offers exceptional 

seeding and overseeding flexibility—allowing you to seed many varieties of turi immediately before or 

after application. To learn more about how Drive" 75 DF can help you in your drive for rurf protection, 

visit www.turffacts.com. Always read and follow label directions. 
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We don t make the turf. M ^ J » ^fc mma 
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FRONT COVER 
Hole no. 9 at Odyssey Golf Club. Playing downwind, big hitters may fly tee shot over creek 
cutting across fairway flanked by wetlands and water. Creek is about 125 yards from center of 
green. Be careful of the waste bunkers on right-hand side while teeing off. Second shot into 
elevated green is guarded by water and bunker on the right side. Green-side mounding and 
the two tiers makes accuracy on approach critical. (Photo courtesy Odyssey Golf Club.) 
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39 BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 

The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24, 
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of 
scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance. 

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the 
individual and collective prestige of the members. 

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our 
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the 
general public now and in the future. 

www.magcs.org 



How good is the new Smithco 
Tournament X-press Greens Roller? 

> 

^ * "" &£ 

Watch the 2003 U.S. Open 
at Olympia Fields and find out. 

There are a lot of reasons to use the new Smithco Tournament X-press Greens Roller. 
Here are 10 good ones: 

1. Excellent hill-climbing ability 

2. Exclusive self-trailer feature 

3. 10' inside wheel turning radius 

4. Electric start 

5. Convenient engine controls 

6. Tilt steering with one-hand turning 

7. Smooth reverse 

8. Powder-coated 9" rollers 

9. Heavy-duty cast roller bearings 

10. O-ring couplers on all hydraulic hoses. 

The Smithco Tournament X-press Greens Roller...a stroke ahead in engineering. 
Sold and serviced in Chicagoland by Illinois Lawn Equipment, Orland Park. 

T R Y O N E . Y O U ' L L B U Y O N E 

SMITHCO 
W A Y N E , P E N N S Y L V A N I A 1 9 0 8 7 

www.smi thco .com 

Illinois lawn 
equipment inc. 
800-942-8610 

Established 1954 
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ON COURSE
WITH THE PRESIDENT

Kevin DeRoo Bartlett Hills Golf Course

Reflections
During

Wartime

This war, like most wars before it, will undoubtedly come to an even-
tual end. To that prospect, we pray that it happens soon, and that it
happens with a clear and precise outcome. It has most assuredly already
affected us all in one way or another. For all those with loved ones in the
military services stationed in the Middle East, we hope and pray for your
family members' quick and safe return. For the rest of us back home, we
do not need to be economists to know our economy has not bounced back
as swiftly as we all would have hoped. To some degree, most of us have
already felt and seen projected revenue shortfalls, tightened budgets and
labor cutbacks. In times such as these, we will be expected to do more with
less. Some things about war never change. ~~

Without getting too political here, as that same simple citizen home here
in America, I see my duty as one of support. I do not have to particularly agree
with everything our government is doing all the time, but I do put my faith in
their judgment and analysis of all the facts. I believe our biggest responsibility
here at home is simple: show support in any way we can for all those who fight
for the freedoms we enjoy. I find it quite ironic that war protestors are given
the freedom to protest against a conflict that, in essence, is a fight for one of
the very freedoms that gives them the right to protest.

War arises out
of a twisted
menagerie of
cultural, political,
religious and
economic differ-
ences, the likes
of which I could
not begin to explain
or comprehend,
even with 24 hours
of daily network
coverage.

By May-for most-the golfing season is in full swing (no pun intended). Given the worldJs events over
this past month) the opening of our respectivegolf courses seemingly takes on a dimension of little impor-
tance. Not to say that what we do is not important) but in the grand scheme of things) keeping things
in perspective) golf is still Just a game. After all) right now halfway around the globe the men and
women of the Armed Services are putting their lives on the line in the Middle East. They are fighting
for freedoms we almost always take for granted) and certainly overlook on a daily basis. On our behalf;
on behalf of our children and our childrenJs children) I would like to thank them all for doing their Jobs
to the best of their abilities) and for fighting for all those who cannot fight for themselves.

Being a simple citizen, I have only these few observations. War is always
an ugly occurrence. War is proof positive that policies only work when obeyed.
Diplomatic reasoning usually fails when compromise is thrown out of the equa-
tion. The next war is always unlike any other war that preceded it. War arises
out of a twisted menagerie of cultural, political, religious and economic differ-
ences, the likes of which I could not begin to explain or comprehend, even
with 24 hours of daily network coverage.

www.magcs.org 3



REBORDER YOUR FAIRWAYS WITH 

HUBER RANCH SOD 

Reborderall 18 fair­
ways in two weeks 
with little disruption 
to play. 

Custom harvesting 
and installation of Big 
Roll sod. 

Jfe 
• ^ — • * 

Bentgrass & 
Bluegrass avai1 

CAR NURSERY! 
1-800-553-0552 

Schneider, IN 
www.hubersod.com 
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN
Erwin McKone River ForestCountry Club

Communicate;
Cultivate;

participate!
I would like to thank President DeRoo and the Board of Directors for my appointment as the MAGCS
class C advisor. In my humble opinion) the recent addition of a class C advisory position to the Board
of Directors is an important ingredient for the Association)s successful future. A strong association will
have experienced young members eager and ready for the challenge of participating in association lead-
ership. It is our hope that this position will create greater class C and D participation with our
Association and its events. The success of this position) howeveYyrelies heavily on the continued support
of the entire membership. Class A and B members can ensure the successof this endeavor in several ways:
by communicating your experience as a committee or Board member). by acting as a resource).and by
supporting participation in the Association byfellow MAGCS members at your facility.

The real benefit
of membership in
the Association
comes from active
participation
and involvement.
Passive membership
fails to reap
the rewards the
Association offers:
networking,
information-sharing,
support and friendship.

Communication of personal past experience with the Board and commit-
tees provides guidance and direction to the potential future leader. As anyone
who works with the Board or a committee will tell you, it is important to have
an understanding of the process: its functions and limitations. Oftentimes, new
Board or committee members will revisit topics that have been discussed pre-
viously. Communication serves to make the Board and committees productive
and efficient by limiting redundant or repetitive conversation. Learning the
valuable lessons from past mistakes and accomplishments is only possible when
communication is effective. Communication can also provide insights into
some of the more obscure aspects of group leadership, such as politics and
negotiation. Sharing of past Board and committee experience (good and bad)
creates yet another unique learning opportunity.

What does it mean to be a resource? We can be resources ourselves for a
variety of needs to numerous individuals. Most fathers and mothers are avail-
able resources for cash and car rides to their children. Superintendents are
valuable resources to their staffs for knowledge and skill in maintaining turf-
grass, but they can also serve as a resource on many non-turf issues. I constantly
bombard my boss with my ideas and proposals. We can talk in an informal man-
ner, examining the nuances of situations without combative or judgmental
undertones. I have a deep appreciation for our relationship and use him as a
resource to receive feedback. Frequently, we may discuss points of view that are
not our own but are worth discussing because they need to be addressed or
prepared for. Human nature makes it difficult to hear the things that you don't
want to hear, but it is understood that our conversations sometimes are based
on principle and not on personality. I also use my available resources to "test
the water." Ideas may need to be reworded to communicate them effectively.
Understanding how the things I say are interpreted is important in order to

(continued on page 6)

www.magcs.org 5



Communicate; Cultivate; Participate! (continued from page 5) 
avoid my audience mistaking my 
motive. Using my available resources, 
I can limit the amount of times I 
make an absolute fool of myself by 
saying ridiculous things. Note that I 
can't totally eliminate being a donkey, 
I said reduce. 

Participation in our Association 
is a rewarding experience. I am fortu­
nate to have been given the 
opportunity to play a part in the 
Association in the past through com­
mittee work and attending functions. 
Participation has led to informative 
conversations, educational experi­
ences and best of all, friendships. I 
am proud to belong to the Midwest 
and to be associated with so many 
talented and interesting profession­
als. My resource list has grown as a 
result, which directly benefits the 
workplace. My participation was 
made possible by the support of my 
facility. Without the support of the 
superintendent and club, the rewards 
of my belonging to the Association 
would not exist. Realizing that the 

stressful times of midsummer make 
attending all functions difficult, some 
flexibility ensures deriving the bene­
fits of membership in the Association. 
The real benefit of membership in 
the Association comes from active 
participation and involvement. Pas­
sive membership fails to reap the 
rewards the Association offers: 
networking, information-sharing, 
support and friendship. If you agree 
that our Association is beneficial to 
the profession, do you fully support 
the active involvement of all MAGCS 
members at your facility? Are you 
missing some of the benefits of mem­
bership by not participating yourself? 

I am grateful to all the members 
in every class who have volunteered 
their time and/or money to the 
Midwest. Those individuals in some 
capacity have made the Association 
stronger and have allowed myself and 
fellow members the opportunity to 
continually develop ourselves profes­
sionally. Thanks to the associate 
members and their continued support 

of our events and wonderful publica­
tion, to the honorary members and 
their tremendous efforts supporting 
our profession, and to the life mem­
bers—my respect and admiration for 
your accomplishments. From time to 
time I would encourage everyone to 
revisit the mission of the MAGCS, 
which can be found in the second 
part of Article I of the By-laws (page 
one in the membership directory). 
With the purpose of the Association 
in mind, it is easy to support the 
efforts of those interested in partici­
pating. Here's to a successful golf and 
golf management season—fore! 

DO YOU EVER HAVE TO GROW GRASS I N A HURRY? 

I Is it tough to keep enough grass on your practice tee? 
I A week after a repair do your divots look like grass or sand? 
I How do your fairways hold up under heavy use? 
I How does your turf endure very dry conditions? 

Use compost to help solve your turf problems. 
I Compost has 25%+ organic content 
I Compost is Rich in essential micronutrients 
I Compost contains active families of beneficial microbes 
I Compost retains 10 to 15 times its weight in water 

preenCycle 
Landscape Products 

GreenCycle Incorporated 
400 Central Avenue, Suite 115 

Northf ield, Illinois 60093 
847-441-6606 

www.greencycle.net 
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Samuel Lehrfeld 
-N-

Odyssey Golf Club 
Odyssey Golf Club and Sam Lehrfeld will play host to the May 20th ITF/MAGCS combined meeting. 
Ray Schei is proud to announce that Sam will be taking over the reins (and the reign) as golf course 
superintendent of Odyssey Golf Club. Ray has reached the golden age of retirement and states that he 
has hosted more than his fair share ofMAGCS monthly meetings during his tenure as a superintendent at various courses. 

The course features 
a Curtis Strange 
design, including 
its no. 16 signature 
hole, a 526-yard 
par-5 dogleg with 
an island green . . . 
The topography of 
Odyssey includes 
a plethora of 
hidden bunkers 
and an abundance 
of water features. 

Sam was born in Harvey, Illinois, and raised in the neighboring towns of 
Park Forest and Country Club Hills. A graduate of Rich Central High School, 
he states that golf was not his first path taken—it was an interest in music. He 
picked up the sticks and became a drummer working locally and later traveling 
with a band. His travels took him to the West Coast, where he earned an asso­
ciate's degree in turf plant science from California's Pierce College. Sam also 
maintained his musical interest by continuing to work as a studio musician. 

As with many people, Sam realized that there is no place like home and 
returned to Illinois in 1984. His interest in maintaining the environment led 
him to the golf course profession. Sam initially worked for Ray Schmitz as a 
spray technician before being promoted to assistant superintendent. Sam later 
crossed the border into the Hoosier state and worked as a golf course super­
intendent at Calumet Golf Course in Gary, Indiana. 

It was in 1997 that Sam made the trek to Odyssey Golf Club to become 
the assistant to Ray Schei. Together they managed the 30 acres of bent fair­
ways, three acres of greens and five acres of tees that comprise the 18-hole 
facility located in Tinley Park, Illinois. The architect is Harry Bawers; the 
course was constructed by Cress Equipment Company in 1989. The course 
features a Curtis Strange design, including its no. 16 signature hole, a 526-
yard par-5 dogleg with an island green, which Sam states is currentiy being 
renovated. The topography of Odyssey includes a plethora of hidden bunkers 
and an abundance of water features. 

Sam says that his greatest challenge is maintaining both the golf course 
and the environment at the same time. Sam consults with the Audobon Society 
and works to encourage waterfowl populations while maintaining the water fea­
tures. His planting of wildflower areas is designed to promote healthy wildlife 
and this is what he considers to be his greatest reward. He hopes that the next 
25 years will bring even more environmental awareness to the profession. 

His professional mentors are Ray Schmitz, Ray Schei and drummer Tony 
Williams, who taught him how to apply his skills and encouraged him to 
expand upon them. He enjoys the game of golf and has a working knowledge 

(continued on page 9) 
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HoUembeak Construction, Inc. 
Golf Course Construction and Remodeling 

'We believe in a quality job and take pride in our finished product/ 
• New Construction • Pond Construction 
• Feature Shaping • Boulder Features 
• Bunker Sand Replacement • Cart Paths 
• Pond Dredging • Drainage 

MOMENTUM™ 
The Next Generation of 
Broadleaf Weed Control 

A Premium Selective Herbicide Exclusively from 

LESCO 

• New, improved chemistry 
formulation combines 
TIPA 2,4-D, triclopyr 
and clopyralid acid for 
highly effective control 
with virtually no odor 

• Fast acting - dandelions 
and clover curl within 
hours of application 

• Better and broader 
spectrum weed control 
than most other popular 
broaleaf herbicides 

800-321-5325 
www.lesco.com 

LESCO is a registered trademark and Momentum is a trademark of LESCO Technologies. LLC 

You can get the job done if you... 

Apply the right pressure, 
When you need a powerful pressure washer 
that's tough on clean-ups and easy on your 
budget, check out the AaLadin 1000 series 
washers. Filled with 
outstanding standard 
features, these units 
really put on the 
pressure and make 
things shine! Every 
AaLadin unit is built 
to highest quality 
specifications in the 
industry. Stop in 
today for a complete 
demonstration. 

HIGH PSI LTD. 
25 South Park Street, Roselle, IL 60172 

(630) 893-0777 Fax(630) 893-1045 

(800) 666-3900 

A Distributor of 
* t t l M M M SYSTEMS 
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Samuel Lehrfeld -N- Odyssey Golf Club (continued from page 7) 

of the Rules as relates to defining and printed in the local paper. Sam's most three cats. When he is not at work, he 
marketing the golf course. Working humbling experience is another ani- often cannot be found at his secret 
under Ray, playing is mandatory, and mal story. It was the retrieval of one bass-fishing site on the Kankakee 
Sam enjoys the challenge of a game of the club's escaped swans from the River (one of those guys, doesn't 
with Ray as well. During their part- Cook County Forest Preserves and want to reveal the secret fishing 
nership, Ray and Sam experienced driving one "Big Bird" to the vet in hole)! With Ray's retirement in April, 
many trials along with many comical the passenger seat of his car. Sam and his new assistant Brian Tri-
moments. The most memorable was filio are looking forward to a 
finding a snapping turtle the size of Sam is a member of the GCSAA challenging new season and hope that 
an alligator with an Odyssey golf ball and was welcomed to membership in our men and women in the Armed 
in its mouth. The turtie was pho- the MAGCS in April. He resides in Forces have some great golf to come 
tographed and the picture was later Park Forest with his fiance and their home to. u JL,y 

Hole no. 5 at Odyssey Golf Club. 

www.magcs.org 9 



J. Johnson Tree Experts. Jnc 

A Tradition of Excellence. 
More than 70 years of complete, dependable and 
economical trees service for residential homes, 
municipalities, schools, industrial areas, parks 
and over 125 golf courses. 

847-475-1877 
fax - 847-475-0037 

www.nelsjohnvSontree.com 

^Chicaqoland 
TURF 'fakjta-Jw 

1444 BERNARD DRIVE 

ADDISON, II 60101 

PHONE (630) 268-8871 
FAX (630) 268-1357 
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Proud Distributors Of: 

novozymes*® 

pur ex 
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AIDE 
ma ScPflO 

Trent Bradford Waller Fucks JohnLebedevs Brian Baker 
(630)742-2327 (630)258-8765 (630)742-4905 (630)546-1454 
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