
I left Chris and later heard
about the plane that crashed in Penn-
sylvania. Shortly after that, one of the
best decisions of that day was made
by President Bush . . . all commercial
aircraft is grounded indefinitely.

The rest of that morning was
spent bouncing around the golf
course, catching radio reports and
looking south towards Milwaukee. I
had a nervous feeling that World War
III might soon start and why not level
that city while they are bombing
everything else. I thought about my
wife and kids. They were an hour-
and-a-half away. What if this is it?
Don't worry) I told myself, we)re in
God's hands. It's time to pray for our
leaders and our country.

It was nearing lunch time when
Chris called my cell phone.

"One of the towers collapsed,
hold on!" He had the radio on in his
Jeep.

"The other tower just caved in
too!"

"Meet me by the office, let's
grab some lunch." I couldn't wait to
get in his Jeep and listen to the
reports. I couldn't imagine what was
happening in New York. By now,
thousands of people had died and the
entire area was engulfed in flames.

By afternoon, things settled
down; at least the planes stopped
bombing us. I still had no idea of the
magnitude of the destruction, only
reports from Chris and the radio. I
heard President Bush was going to
speak to the nation at 7:30 p.m. So I
finished all my chores, made sure
everything was getting watered and
hustled to my hotel room. I quickly
flipped on the TV and sat there mes-
merized for hours.

Our new President was faced
with an enormous challenge, and he
called upon the people of this nation
to bond together in spirit, support
and prayer. I saw heroes living, and
heroes dying. I saw a huge monu-
ment to the prosperity of this country
collapse in a fireball of smoke and
rubble. And I saw an aircraft do
something I had never, ever consid-

ered possible. They replayed that
scene over and over again that night.
And I watched over and over, and I
still couldn't believe it.

I'm not too old, but old
enough to have had some tragedies in
my life. And as I have "aged," I have
come to discover that something
good comes, even in the worst situa-
tions. That night, as my reddened
eyes closed, I fell asleep with that
thought.

As the news unfolded the fol-
lowing days, my thoughts became
statements and I boldly proclaimed
that something good will come of
this. And it did. Neighbors became
neighbors again. People met in town
squares, held hands, mourned and
prayed. And people went to church
. . . and prayed. Prayed for strangers
they did not know. Prayed for the
leaders of this country. Prayed for
understanding. And prayed for peace.

I do not want to be misunder-
stood in what I am about to say. I feel
very, very sorry for all of those who
lost their lives and loved ones. But
every once in a while, the American
people need to have their eyes
opened. We are more vulnerable than
we think. Yes, we live in the greatest
nation in the world, but we are just
one nation in a world full of divergent
ideologies, despair and trouble.

Since September 11 th, nothing
tragic has happened in our nation ...
except for a moderate recession. But
why did this recession happen? Some
say that we were heading in that
direction anyway and this incident
only accelerated the fall. Others say it
was the fear of traveling. The Presi-
dent asked us to "Go shopping!
Travel, please have no fear!" You
know what? George was right! I do
not agree with every move our Presi-
dent has made so far, but I do happen
to believe in the same God as he does.
And for the life of me, I cannot
understand why people at that time
were so fearful of flying. If it is your
time to die, it is your time to die.
Whether it be on an airplane, behind
the wheel of your car, while you're
shoveling snow or deep in sleep. And
you know what? There is nothing you
can do about it.

God only allows us so much
time on this earth. The great thing
about September 11 th was the forg-
ing of the American spirit. The
tragedy is the corruption of that
spirit. It has been a full year since this
event occurred. I have begun to see
the feathers fall off as the eagle soars.
Complacency again begins to weave
its web around us. We cannot let
that happen! Too many have died
already! We need to remember those
in New York, Washington D.C. and
Pennsylvania. That tragedy will be
remembered forever.

But we also need to remember
those who died in Hawaii. We need
to remember those who fought for
this country, those teens that went to
other nations, fought battles over the
years . . . and never returned. Those
men willingly gave their lives for us.

I heard stories and saw docu-
mentaries relating to World War II. I
have read some of the great novels
written about war. In fact, I used to
work at Cantigny Golf, which is also
the home of the Cantigny War
Memorial Museum. Quite a place to
see if you are ever in Wheaton,
Illinois. But all of this historic back-
ground never became more poignant
until I saw the movie, Saving Private
Ryan. If you are not moved to tears at
some point in the movie, then some-
thing is sadly wrong and complacency
has slowly woven into your heart.

The men in that movie por-
trayed the courage of the American
spirit. They fought, just as every
soldier in every war ever has. And
they died. They died for us and our
country. I consider this one of the
greatest blessings my God has given
me. Life in this country, America.

So let us show love and respect
to our elders, our parents, our men-
tors and our children. Let us learn to
live fearlessly, trusting in God and all
the blessings that he has given to us
who live in this beautiful and most
blessed land. And the next time you
see a police officer, a firefighter or a
soldier on guard at the airport, walk
up to him or her, grab his hand and
say "Thank you!" ~
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Terra Care Products, Inc.
Terra Topper, Terra Broom,
Terra Pick up Sweeper
Terra Areator

T.I.P., INC.
Greens Spiker/Seeder

Amazone/Groundskeeper
Amazone/Combo Seeder

JOHNSON AND ASSOCIATES
of Lombard, Inc.

ROGER O. JOHNSON
630-620-8198 - FAX 630-620-8119

Mobile 630-215-3325 E-Mail: rojassoc@aol.com
Member

109 E. Washington Blvd. MAGCS ITF
Lombard, IL 60148-2637 NWIGCSA CIGCSA

J(aster l'tlieu~is®
P.O. Box 2458

Glen Ellyn, IL 60138-2458

www.masterofthelinks.com

Toll Free (888) TURF-888
Local (630) 545-2474

Fax (630) 545-2782

Div of Peerless Enf. Inc.

THE FENCE PEOPLE· SINCE 1949

Member American
Fence Association

3N381 Powis Rd.
West Chicago, IL. 60185
(630) 584-7710
IL (800) 543-6511
FAX (630) 584-7746

John M. Seger CFP
Senior Sales Manager
Certified Fence Professional

~ "Golf Course Work~C a Specialty"

LEMONT PAVING CO.
EST. 1957

lVIURPHY'S

11550 Archer Ave., Lemont, IL 60439
(630) 257-6701 • FAX 630-257-5194
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Kerry Anderson
Sile~tativt!
CHircO- Proftssiontll ProdlKtS

Awntis Environmental SCiena
4819 Strong Road
Crystal Lake. Il60014

Ttl. (815) 923·1323
Fax (815) 356-9sn
Mobile (847) 910-3130
e-mail: Ktrry~tis.com

~

imberline
. .. Golf Course Remodeling

and Renovation

D.B.A. Bill Boyd

Let Timberline bring your next project into the
next millenium as a turnkey operation

1907 Darien Club Drive, Darien, Illinois 60561
(630) 963-9088,pgr (630)850-0159,voice (630) 732-9088

~ 1360 Schaumburg Rd.'-17 Streamwood. IL 60107

(630) 830-7405
FAX (630) 830-9652

CLAUSS
BROTHERS, Inc.
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING

Specializing in Bedding Plants
Lorge Variety Fall Mums

ANTON'S
Greenhouses. Garden Centers

Rick &. Bob Anton
ANTON'S OF KENOSHA
9140 Cooper Rd. (51st Ave.)
Kenosha, WI 53142
414/694-2666

Gary Anton
ANTON'S OF EVANSTON

1126 Pitner Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202

847/864-1134



2001·2002
RAY GERBER EDITORIAL

AWARD CONTESTANTS
Fred Opperman, Retired

It is once again that time of the year when we announce those whose contribution(s) to On Course qual-
ified them for consideration for the Ray Gerber Editorial Award. Articles eligible for the 2002 award
must be written by a member of the MAGCS who is currently a golf course superintendent. All articles
published in On Course between September 2001 and August 2002 that meet this requirement will be
considered)' however, "On Course with the President," "Director's Column," and "Super- NrSite" arti-
cles are not eligible. Articles originally published elsewhere and then published in On Course are not
eligible for the award.

Year/Month Article Author

September "A Tale of Two Seventies"

October "Employee Orientation-It's A Start"

7 5th Anniversary Retrospective

"The 'Radical' 1980s"

November "Soul Food: Voykin's Russian Borscht"

75th Anniversary Retrospective

"The Nineties: Golf's Boom Parallels America's Prosperity"

"A Thanksgiving Reflection: Profound Gratitude"
---_ .._._--_.~ .._-

December "MAGCS-A Vision for the Future"

"Improving Your Fairways With Topdressing"

"The Language of Statistics"

"Just Do It! Your Guide to Navigating the Improved MAGCS Web Site"

"Make Your Golf Course a Sanctuary"

"Low- Voltage Lighting: The Other White Light

Ozone Action Days in Golf Course Management

Get Pumped! Case Studies in Pump-Station Replacement

August None

2001

2002

January

February

March

April

May

June

. July

Jim McNair

Tim Anderson

Shane Kissack

Paul Voykin

Jon Jennings

Dan Murray

Mike Bavier

"Is There a Troll Under Your Bridge" Fred Behnke

"Domes on the Rise" Gary Hearn

Jonathan S. Jennings

Luke Cella

Luke Cella

Tim Anderson

Scott Speiden

Bob McCallum

Jon Jennings
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RIVERWALLS LTD.
P.O. Box 562. Barrington, Illinois 60011

GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT
Shoreline Stabilization, Creek Crossings

Stream and Spillway Re-Constructlon

1-888-254-4155
OFFICE: 847-382-9696

DARRYL SCOTT BURKETT FAX: 847-516-0116
C.E.O. MOBILE: 847-366-5400

E-mail: riverwallsltd@aol.com

Bayerffi
Agriculture Division

John Turner
Field Sales Representative

Garden & Professional Care

Bayer Corporation
40 W. 665 Campton Woods Drive
Elburn, IL 60119
Phone: 630 443-7807
Fax: 630 443-7839
Voicemail: 888 242-4200, x3221
john. turner.b@bayer.com

DARRELL KOELPER
PRESIDENT

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION ar REMODELING

MARENGO,ILKOELPER
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

OFFICE: 815-568·8382
FAX: 815-568-1048
HOME: 81 5-568-6603

SOIL and WATER
SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS

~ J. ZOLMAN & SON
Turfgrass Soil and Irrigation Water Specialists Since 1964

Locally based services include Physical Soil Testing,
Tissue, Lime and Environmental Analysis

Fax (630) 964-9769 Tel (630) 964-9702
7100 Blackburn Ave. ,.. Downers Grove, IL 60516

Lab Services by Brookside Laboratories Inc.
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G F Structures Corp

Nick Markobrad
General Manager

Fence and Guardrail Division

4655 West Arthlngton Street
Chicago, Il 60644

Tel (773)626-4122
Fax (773)626-6162

www.gfstructures.com

CCURA E
ANK
ECHNOLOGIES

- Precision Tank Tightness Testing
- Upgrades for Tanks & Leak: Detection Systems
- Install Underground & Aboveground Fuel Tanks
- Removal of Tanks

Your Complete, Professional Tank Experts
Please contact us at:

1-800-773-Tank or 630-375-6121



REBORDER YOUR FAIRWAYS WITH

HUBER' RANCH SOD
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