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MIDWEST GROUNDCOVERS
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MIDWEST
GROUNDCOVERS

Groundcovers and More:

• Broadleaf Euonymus • Deciduous Shrubs • Vines

• Perennials • Hardy Landscape Roses • Evergreen Shrubs

• Ornamental Grasses • Native Prairie Plants • Groundcovers

P.O. Box 748 • ST. CHARLES, IL 60174

847-742-1790 • FAX 847-742-2655

Visit Us At: www.midwestgroundcovers.com
Nurseries Located on Route 25 North of St. Charles
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NORTH AMERICA'S #1

VERTI-DRAIN DISTRIBUTOR
BUILT ON EXPERIENCE, SERVICE

& CUSTOMER SATISFACTION!

QUAlITY CONrRACrlNGI
• Fairway Overseeding
• Custom Putting Green Seeding
• Verti-Drain~ Deep-line Aeration
• Complete Turf Renovation

MASSEY FERGUSOH

R.su~arterhouMOVER$EEOER

ROTAOAJRON SOil RENOVATOR

RedulmlCharterhouH
RAPlDCOR1:

R.dulmIC~hoUM
VERn-seeo

Redex1rnlCtaar\erbou ••
VERT1-0RAlN

Serving the Industry for over 18 years
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1-800- 748- 7497
Bryan Wood, Owner

TURF

"TheWate(Q~y"

Testi( Evaluation. Treatment,
PrHAIRWAY I@
WATER TREATMENT AMENDMENT

PROPAGATORS AND GROWERS OF GROUNDCOVERS
PERENNIALS, SHRUBS, EVERGREENS AND NATIVE~

Exdusive\Distributor of the
Prime TurfS~ries. 900 Iniection Station

For AllYourWatehuality Needs Call:

14200 S. Porker Rood ~ lockport, Il60441
(800) 677-8097 • Fox: (~08) 301-3351
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THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE
Bob Williams Retired

A Lesson Learned?

Tune in to this column next
month for the answers.

The damaged artery healed in a
couple weeks, but I was left with
occasional nosebleeds for the follow-
ing two years, uncomfortable to say
the least.

The doctor and I concluded
that the measuring out of a toxic
chemical without the use of a respira-
tor was the cause of my problem.
Now how stupid could 1 be and more
importantly, did 1 learn a lesson?

About two weeks after the
arsenical application, 1 began to expe-
rience occasional nosebleeds for no
apparent reason. 1 went to see a spe-
cialist doctor (member of the club) to
diagnose the problem. His judgment
was that I had an injured artery in my
nostril that required cauterizing. This
meant the packing of my nostril to
about the size of a golf ball for a two-
week period. (I looked like a circus
clown, no less.)

Knowing full well the high tox-
icity of powdered arsenicals, I chose
to make the applications myself with

All of our experiences throughout our lifetime can be categorized asgood) bad or indifferent depend-
ing upon how they affect us and how we react to them.

The episode I am about to relate the three-nozzle spray boom. Inci-
here is among my bad experiences. It dentally, the deterrent effect on the
happened due to my own poor judg- Poa annua was somewhat successful
ment and provides a basis for a lesson to as noted the following spring. So far,
be learned. Let us look at the details. positive results and a lesson learned,

right? Wait and learn of the total out-
come.About 50 years ago, during my

12-year tenure as the superintendent
at Beverlv C.C., 0.]. Noer-the
agronomi;t with the Milwaukee Sew-
erage Commission-recommended
that I follow the lead of several super-
intendents who were having some
success in reducing Poa aml1la in
bent/ Pon fairways using fall applica-
tions of sodium arsenite.

FROM THE EDITOR
Cathy Miles Ralston

Commending Our Writers
It is 11'1Y responsibility (and honor) to serpe as one of the fipe judges designated for each of the editorial
prizes spons01'edby the MAGGS: the longstanding Ray Gerber Editorial Award and the new Fred D.
Opper1rtWflEditorial Award.

Prior to filling out my ballots in
September, I re-read all of the pub-
lished articles that had met eligibility
requirements for the respective
awards. As I perused one excellent
article after another, I couldn't help
but feel delighted at the high-quality
work NIAGCS members had submit-
ted to 011 Course during 2001-2002.
Factor in other types of articles not
eligible for either award-"the Bull
Sheet," our president's messages and
director's columns, the Super-N-Site
profiles, Bob vVilliams' "Voice of
Experience" and features authored by
local turfgrass researchers and non-
member industry experts-and it's no
wonder that 011 Course is among the

upper echelon of GCSAA chapter
publications.

As the editor of your magazine,
and on behalf of the Board of Direc-
tors and Editorial Committee I
extend my gratitude to the Mid\~est
members who have devoted their
time, energy and creativity to writing
articles for 011 Course. My only
request is: more of the same! As we
head into what should be a slower
season for many of us, please take a
moment to reflect on any experience
or expertise you have that would
make an interesting article for 011
Course. vVhether your topic is a dis-
cussion of the major renovation you

just completed at your club or a how-
to on selecting the right champagne
for New Year's Eve, rest assured that
your friends and acquaintances in the
NIAGCS are eager to "read all about
it. "

Again, many thanks for last
year's bumper crop of outstanding
articles. Your contributions have
made your magazine one of the
GCSAA's finest, and it is your future
articles that will ensure the continued
Success of 011 Course as a chronicle of
our Association's life and times.
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UPDATE 
Carl Hopphan Illinois Turfyrass Foundation 

What's 
Growin 

At Midwest 
Golf House: 
Present and 

Future 
In the Midwest Golf House, the Chicago District 
Golf Association (CDGA) has created a build­
ing that will someday be home to just about every 
association affiliated with the game of golf It 
was built to unite not just the golf world, but all 
Illinois green industry factions. It is located 
directly across Archer Avenue from Cog Hill 
Golf & Country Club in Lemont, Illinois. 
Beyond bringing golf into the lives of beginners, 
juniors, the disabled and the economically disad­
vantaged through various programs, the Midwest Golf House Complex will serve as a 
demonstration/research facility for the entire green industry. CDGA member clubs have the world's best 
turfgrass, but they also have trees, shrubs, flowers and native grasses that make up their quality structures. 

The "front yard" of Midwest Golf House has recently been landscaped 
with high-quality plant material provided by some of the best local nurseries. 
The Illinois Landscape Contractors Association (ILCA) provided the expert 
manpower to plant the material and one of Illinois' most talented landscape 
architects designed the project. The end result is the proper plant material to 
reflect the character of the building, yet not the sort of planting often seen in 
a commercial application. This theme will continue into the landscape design 
of the "back yard," which is a three-hole par-3 short course. Creating an 
arboretum effect will provide golf course superintendents a perfect place to 
bring their greens committees/boards of directors to show them exactly how 
unique plants look in realistic conditions. We will introduce a testing ground 
for turfgrasses, different sand for bunkers, ornamental grass plantings and now, 
test demonstration areas for Chicagoland Grows program plants. 

butdol^nTSJverw^ Research and demonstration plots for the entire complex will be deter-
bearinq logos of the organizations m m c d by the Wadsworth Endowed Turf Research Agreement. The Wadsworth 
affiliated with Midwest Golf House Turf Research Committee will represent the three principals that constitute and 

(note the MAGCS logo). (amtmmd on pa3c 24) 

The Arboretum at Midwest Golf House 
features colorful wildflowers. 
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"'hell'S Growing At Midwest Golf I-louse: Present and Future (comillltcd fiwil page 23)

Diverse prairie grasses are also
in use at the Arboretum.

will be in business. Dr. Randy Kane has
designed a seeding program that is
totally unique in creating this full-scale
demonstration/research complex. He
will include many turf grass varieties
throughout the three-hole layout to
provide a perfect living laboratory. As
of early September, plans were to start
seeding greens and tees by Labor Day
and have fairways and rough areas
done shortly after mid-September.

~dkl
The original design of the golf

course comes from Joe T. Jemsek,
son of Frank Jemsek, while the builder
was Brent Wadsworth. The masterful
qualities of Wadsworth are reflected in
how he shaped a great layout out of a
flat field. It has been somewhat diffi-
cult to set up our water supply/well
for golf course irrigation, but we soon

golf courses, along with the entire
green industry, will benefit, so con-
sider this Midwest Golf House
endeavor to be your personal test
facility where you have your own fam-
ily doctor make you the very best.
The Midwest Golf House Complex is
yours to enjoy, so please stop by and
pay it a visit.

Car~ Hopphan examines a Colorado blue spruce
situated in the "front yard" of Golf House.

Creating an arboretum effect
will provide golf course super-

intendents a perfect place to bring
their greens committees/boards

of directors to show them
exactly how unique plants look

in realistic conditions.
-Carl Hopphan

control this agreement. Those parties
are the Illinois Turfgrass Foundation
(ITF), Chicago District Golf Associa-
tion and the University of Illinois
College of ACES. Their sole respon-
sibility will be to allow only
site-specific, meaningful projects to
be conducted. The ITF contingent
comprises 11 golf course superinten-
dents representing their CDGA
member clubs. Two open discussion
meetings took place to determine the
initial soil structures and seeding pro-
grams for the entire three-hole golf
facility. Each area-greens, tees, fair-
ways, rough and bunkers-was
examined thoroughly, with the dis-
cussion incorporating a wealth of
experience and knowledge. Illinois
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. SIRipiot .-..

.Delivering
'TotalSolutions.

1l/J;j
Programs Tailored to fit

What You Need
Contact Simplot .Partn~rs:

Brion Boker (630) 514:8744 525 EnterpriseStreet
Tim Keating (630) 514-8997 . Aurora, IL 60504
John Lebedevs(630) 514-8745 Phone(630) 499-1966
Cubby O'Brien (630) 514.8754 .

www.simplotpartners.com

Lewis Equipment Co.
Call Avery Harris

847.537.6110
2 Locations to ServeYou

55 E Palatine Rd
Prospect Hts, II 60070

5220 S Rt 31
Crystal Lake, II 60012

RENTALS
SALES

• 1.2 ACRES PER HOUR AT 4X4 SPACING
Other spacing available from 2x4 to 6x4

• MAXIMUM INFILTRATION
Patented planetary action fractures instead of glazes

• MINIMUM DISTURBANCE
slices or cores to 4" with less cleanup and loss of play--~MIDWEST
TLJRF & TRACTOR.. -Division of Christensen Power Equipment Inc.

Phone (815)
469-8500
Or (708)
301-8500

For Demo

PARTS
SERVICE

www.lewisequipment.com
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Bull Sheet:
John Gurlu) CGCS
Contributing Editor

Octobcr 7 - MAGCS monthly
mceting and ITF Fall Golf Day
at Glen Flora Country Club, Paul
Bastron, CGCS host. This is the
i\rlAGCS Annual Collegc Champi-
onship, so put your team together
and win one for the Gipper.

October 7 - Deccmber 13 -
The Rutgers Professional Golf Turf
Management School's Two-Year
Certificate Program at Rutgers
University in New Brunswick, NJ.

October 14 - University of
Illinois Turf Alumni Golf Outing
at Ruth Lake Country Club,
Dan Marco, CGCS host.
More dctails tollo\\'.

October 15 - N1AGCS Scholar-
ship Fund Outing at Salt Creek
Golf Coursc, Gary Hearn host.
Noon shotgun, 72-goltcr limit.
Cost is $65 for golf and dinner,
or $35 tor dinncr only. Proceeds
go to the MAGCS Scholarship
Fund. Contact Garv Hearn at
630-773-4790 for ;llorc into.

Octobcr 17 - 18 - OSHA
Comprchensivc Safety Training
Courses at the Georgios Comt(Jrt
Inn in Orland Park. Call 1-800-
206-6705 for registration into.
This course is also oftered on
October 28-29 and 28-31
(four-day course) at the Holiday
Inn in Rolling Mcadows.

October 19 - MAGCS Fall
Dinner Dance at Bryn Ma\vr
Country Club, Pam and Brian
Bossert, CGCS hosts.

Novcmber 6 - Annual Midwcst
Turf Clinic at ~1edinah Country
Club, Tom Lively, CGCS host.
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As mentioned in Dates to Remem-
ber, the University of Illinois (0 and
2 at the time of this writing) Turf
Alumni Golf Outing will be held at
the Ruth Lake Country Club with
the ever-hospitable Dan Marco host-
ing. Nobody seems to know how
many have occurred up to this year,
but it is more than several and fewer
than a lot. Either way, the day
includes golf, happy hour where all
students and future superintendents
get to meet and be disappointed by
their U of I predecessors, and a gala
dinner to top off the day's activities.
If you are a U of I alum (or have the
desire to hang around with many of
them), contact Turf Club president
Travis vVilliams at 217-652-7192 or
bye-mail at tswilli@uiue.edu.

Big BIG news from a couple of our
retired N1AGCS legends: First off,
Wally Fuchs (former proprietor of
Turf Products/Turf Partners, lne.)
has had enough of the quiet lite and
is back in business. vVally,along with
majority owner Trent Bradford, has
opened Chicagoland Turf, a full-scale
supplier of turf products for the
Chicagoland market. Just couldn't let
a sleeping dog lie, huh Wally? Second,
Ray Schmitz, the recently retired and
long-time superintendent (23 years)
of Flossmoor Country Club, is even
MORE recently UN-retired. Ray has
joined John Berarducci and Bear's
Turf Products, Inc. to form a
"marriage made in heaven," with over
60 years of combined turf experience.
Congratulations, Ray-how many
hours vVASyour retirement?
Best of luck to all these great guys.

Trent Bradford, Ray Schmitz and
not Wally Fuchs, but since we possess

no photo of Wally, we used an
almost-dead-ringer in Ed Fischer.

While speaking of Ray Schmitz,
Dudley Smith (another retired leg-
end who will undoubtedly get sick of
it and go back to work) offers this
recap of a great day for Ray and his
family: "Hoo-ray Ray!" On Tuesday,
September 3, the members of Floss-
moor Country Club gathered for a
scramble golf event and a delicious
picnic supper on the clubhouse patio
to honor the retirement of their
superintendent Ray Schmitz.
A IS-piece band serenaded those
assembled with Glen Miller and
Tommy Dorsey medleys. Ray
Schmitz began his Midwest career
with the Walsh family at Hickory
Hills C.C. in 1966. Then Tom
Walsh had him do the grow-in at a
new course, Green Garden in
Frankfort. For the last 23 years, Ray
has served at Flossmoor C.C., and
served as MAGCS president in 1992
(along with being the unofficial
MAGCS photographer for countless
years). At the podium, a very emo-
tional German dairy farmer from
Fond du Lac, Wisconsin introduced
his wife Jan and his three sons:
Todd, Andy, and Mark (two of
whom are local superintendents
today-Todd Schmitz at Fox Valley
Golf Club and Mark Schnlitz at
Meadows Golf Club). Ray spoke
highly of his past association with
his former green chairman and golf
professional. As the club president
presented Jan with retirement gifts,
the band broke into strains of
"On Wisconsin" and the club
members stood and shouted,
"Hip Hip Hooray-Hooray for Ray!"

On to the GCSAA (couldn't manage
a segue here). Big Brother has
released some very important
information regarding the 2003
Conference and Show in Atlanta
in February-the most significant
(and appreciated) news being that
there will be people-movers on the
trade show noor!........................................
Congratulations and best of luck to
Scot Spier, formerly of Lesco, who
is with Simplot Partners now. Look
for Scot in a shop near you soon .
.......................... .
The August 26th MAGCS monthly
meeting was held at Green Acres
Country Club with Dave Radaj,

(colltillllcn 01/ page 28)

mailto:tswilli@uiue.edu.


WHY CREATE A GENTLE BREEZE 
WHEN YOU CAN HAVE A TORNADO? 

ter M<f9PPted 
Turbine Blower 

Also available, 
a quiet and powerful 
front-mounted blower 

J A C O B S E N C U S H M A N 

iiiiEia il 
www.textronturf.com 
11524 Wilmar Blvd., Charlotte, NC 28273 

Jacobsen 
Turfcat 600 

Illinois lawn 
equipment inc. 
800-942-8610 

Established 1954 
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tile Bull Sllcct (continued from page 26)

CGCS serving as our gracious host.
One hundred-plus members turned
out for a great day on a great golf
course. The event was a two-man
best ball, net and gross, with a blind
draw. Gross division winners were
1st, Tim Scott and Steve Jump-
72; 2nd, Dave Schlagetter and
Dave Kohley-77; and 3rd, Charlie
Brugler and Rick Reed-77. Net
division winners were 1st, Charles
Ardell and Jim Huber-62; 2nd,
Curt Franklin and Jay Druhan-
64; and 3rd, John Anderson and
Frank Heery-64. Other awards
were given out, too: closest to the
pin on #6-Dave Blomquist
(3'11"); longest putt on #3-Jim
Shone (74'2"); closest to the pin on
# 16-Mark Petitgoue (3'9");
longest drive on #13-Dave
Kohley; closest to the pin on #9-
Dan Quast (10'2"). On no. 11,
Marsha Trayes and Patti Thorson
of Illinois Lawn ran a betting hole
that raised $650 for the 100 Club-
a charity for the Chicagoland families
of policemen and firefighters who
have fallen in the line of duty. Edu-

cation was provided by Larry
Tomaszewski and a colleague from
AXA Advisors, who spoke on
retirement investing in today's goofY
market. Thanks to Dave Radaj and
all the wonderful people at Green
Acres for a marvelous day.

Larry Tomaszewski........................................

The 2002 John Deere Team Cham-
pionship was held at Turnberry
Country Club (Jim Evans host)
on September 9. Congratulations
to the team from Glen Oak Country
Club that won the event (superin-
tendent Andy Dauksas, club pro
Danny Mulhearn, manager Mark
Rudins and club president Ed
Gilligan) with a searing 56.

Our very own Bob Maibusch,
CGCS of Hinsdale Golf Club is
running for secretary/treasurer of
GCSAA for 2003. Please show your
support for Bob and MAGCS at the
Conference in February. If you vote
for him, he might tell you the one
about the golfer who gets called off
the course because his wife has had
an accident. That's all I can say
about that..........................•....•.........

~RFSEED,INC.
PICKSEED" "~ ~I

WILDFLOWERS

Top Quality Certified Grass Seed

8050 W. 186th St. ¥
Tinley Park, IL 60477
ph: 708-444-2177
fax: 708-444-2199 S

543 Diens Dr.
Wheeling, IL 60090
ph: 847-537-2177
fax: 847-537-2210

Clesen or Scotts Grass Seed Mixes
and Custom Blending

~

A
ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

www.aclesen.com
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A Family Affair
Another great MAGCS event took
place this past August-the Kane
County Cougars family picnic at
Elfstrom Field in Geneva. This
annual event is a wonderful way to
introduce our families to our com-
padres in the turf business while
enjoying an afternoon of food,
fun and America's pastime. If you
haven't taken the opportunity to
attend, you are missing out on a
great time. Just beware of batting
practice-it gives new meaning to
"baseball-sized hail." After the
game, families were treated to a
splendid fireworks show and an
opportunity to run the bases like
the real (semi) pros. Many thanks
to Kevin DeRoo for once again
setting up this great day. A fine
testimonial to the whole operation
came from an unlikely source-
a local club pro who attended
with his family as our guests-
who remarked how impressed he
was with Ollr Association and the
classy things it does for its member-
ship. See you there next year.

Ball sails into the picnic area, drawing a bead on Kevin DeRoo's
child's head. Ball is heroically blocked by unidentified Bull Sheet author.

Ball pops harmlessly up into the waiting hands of Kevin.
Didn't spill his beer. Didn't give the ball up!

.. (V,

....'.6
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Big inflatable Ozzie was just one of many
attractions for kids and adults alike.

l\
You know you're in the "sticks" when corn

is used as an ornamental plant.
Ed Braunsky (whose Vikings, by the way,
lost to the Bears in the season opener)

heads up the pinata committee.

Luke Cella watches as the fatal blow is struck
and pinata guts start spilling, leading to

a feeding frenzy of already-oversugared kids.

Not pictured, but under the pile-Ed Braunsky.
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A S N E A K P E E K 

50th Annual Midwest TUrf Clinic at Medinah C.C. 
November 6, 2002 

THEME: Future—State of the Art 
Registration & Continental Breakfast 
MAGCS Annual Meeting 
Break 
Prayer 
Greg Martin, Martin Design Partnership: "Golf Course Architecture: State of the Art" 
Dr. Al Turgeon, Penn State University: "Competition Between Creeping Bentgrasses and 
Annual Bluegrasses" 
Dave Ward, Superintendent @ Oiympia Fields C.C: "U.S. Open 2003" 
An Assistant Superintendent Speaker 
TETA Speaker 
Presentation of Ray Gerber & Fred Opperman Editorial Awards 
Lunch 
Recognize Assistant Superintendents 
Mystery Keynote Speaker 
Rick Grant, Griffin LLC: "New Techniques for Moss & Algae Control" 
Dr. Tom Fermanian, U of Illinois: "GPS—Data Entries & Usage" 
Bill Middleton, Emerald Isle: "What is a True Foliar?" 
Break 
Annual Election 
Adjournment 

7:00 -
8:00 -
9:00 -
9:15 -
9:20 -
9:50 -

10:30 -
10:50 -
11:20 -
11:45 -
12:00 -

1:00 -
1:15 -
1:45 -
2:15 -
2:45 -
3:15 -
3:30 -

8:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. 
9:15 a.m. 
9:20 a.m. 
9:50 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

10:50 a.m. 
11:20 a.m. 
11:45 a.m. 
12:00 noon 

1:00 p.m. 
1:15 p.m. 
1:45 p.m. 
2:15 p.m. 
2:45 p.m. 
3:15 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 
4:00 p.m. 

msgffltf F 
PROFESSIONAL TURF GRASS SEED 

LEGEND Low Mow Blend 
(100% Elite Ky Bluegrasses) 

LEGEND Fine Fescue Blend 
(100% Fine Fescues) 

LEGEND Super Pro II 
(70% Elite Ky Blues / 30% Fine Fescues) 

LEGEND Super Pro III 
(100% Elite Ky Bluegrasses) 

FERTILIZERS 
Milorganite 

White Gold 0-0-24 
18-8-18 50% SCU 
25-5-15 50% SCU 
Harmony Fertilizers 
ROOTS Turf Food 

27310 W Case Rd 
Wauconda, IL 
800.300.4887 

6730 South Street 
Tinley Park, IL 
708.532.4723 

4304 S Beaumont Ave 
Kansasville, Wl 
262.878.2048 

Washed Sod 
That Fits Your 

Course To A Tee! • PENNCROSS™ 
BENT SOD 

• PENNLINKS™ 
BENT SOD 

• PENNEAGLE™ 
BENT SOD 

•XL-100 BLEND 
SOD™ 

Available as H & E Hydro-cut™ Washed Sod 
or traditionally cut sod with soil. 

"Single Source Convenience" 

GENERAL OFFICES: 
3900 West 167th Street 

Markham, IL 60426 
Fax: 708-596-2481 

Phone: 708-596-7200 
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