
THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE
Bob Williams Retired

• The greatest reward and pride for all of
us retired superintendents is being able
to witness and feel a part of the success
of the young men we have interned as
students in the learning process of our

profession. University professors in our field undoubtedly
feel enriched even more so. Ph.Ds like Musser, Duich,
Dickinson, Payne, Engle, Beard and all the rest have told
us this time and again.

• Old-time superintendents tell us that in the "Depression
years" of the 1930s, top-salaried superintendents were
being paid about $3,600 per year with few if any perks.
Today, by comparison, salary surveys tell us that
$65,000 per annum is about the national average with
many in the $100,000-plus range and a few beyond the
$200,000-plus range. Many factors come quickly to
mind for the salary transition: the rising national

economy, inflation, budget comparisons, executive
management, research, education, new products, com-
munication and the surge of new courses built in the
post-World War years, as well as the interest in golf and
number of golf enthusiasts since the advent of television
in the late 1950s. Our combined compliments must
acknowledge all of those in the golf industry who made
it happen. Together, we have accomplished so much for
recreation in this first 100 years of pure pleasure from
golf. These personal observations come to mind as the
result of my past 87 years spent mostly in golf, the
greatest game. It has been thrilling, to say the least.

• A little bird told me this: "Don't expect any luck from
a rabbit's foot, it sure didn't work for the rabbit."

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Dudley Smith Retired

Mike Bavier Receives 2001 Charles Bartlett Avvard
In 1967, the MAGCS established the Charles

Bartlett Award. It was named in honor of the Chicago
Tribune sports columnist who once told a gathering of
local superintendents, "You guys are letting the golf pros
steal your thunder. Take off your overalls, get out of the
barn, frequent the grill room and be seen and heard." The
award honors Midwest superintendents who have shown
merit in the field of journalism, public speaking and/or
public relations. Thirteen members have been selected for
this prestigious award in the past 34 years, with the three
most recent being Peter Leuzinger in 1994, Tim Kelly in
1996 and Fred Opperman in 1999.

This year, the Bartlett Award was bestowed upon
Mike Bavier, CGCS, of Inverness Golf Club. Mike and his
Canadian cohort Gordon Witteveen have traveled the
world conducting their day-long seminar, "The Magic of
Greenkeeping." In 1998, Ann Arbor Press published their
text Practical Golf Course Maintenance) an easy-to-read
manual on the secrets to success, and a must for any
incoming green chairman. This month, Mike will conduct
his seminar in Quebec and speak to the Canadian GCSA
Conference on the "Art of Survival." Congratulations to
Mike on winning this award-you are truly an inspiration
for our Association. ~

INNOVATIONS
Paul Sandall Park Ridge C. C.

Gentlemen, Mark Your Valve Covers!
Has this ever happened to you? You are out doing

your morning duties on the course when all of a sudden,
there's a voice on your radio telling you that there is an
irrigation leak. So you set off to turn off the valves but
you're not sure which ones turn off that section. In the
process, you end up turning off two or three extra valves
just to shut down one section. This happened quite often
during our renovation project of fall 2001. After numer-
ous episodes of the above happening, I thought of a way
to mark the valve covers and save a lot of time and work.

This idea might just help you. We had a tree survey
done last year and there were a lot of tags left over. I
decided to use these tags to mark the valve covers in a way
that would tell us the section of the course to which it
belonged. I stamped each tag with what part of what hole
it belonged to. For example: no. 1 fairway was marked
"IF," no. 1 green "IG" and no. 1 tee "IT," and so on.
Using a 3/8" drill bit, I drilled holes in the lid, then with
a 3/8" rivet I connected them to the lid. This system def-
initely cut down on my scramble time to shut water down.
I hope this helps any of you that are searching for a good
valve-cover marking system. ~

www.magcs.org 41

http://www.magcs.org


• 1.2 ACRES PER HOUR AT 4X4 SPACING
Other spacing available from 2x4 to 6x4

• MAXIMUM INFilTRATION
Patented planetary action fractures instead of glazes

• MINIMUM DISTURBANCE
slices or cores to 4" with less cleanup and loss of play

Phone (815)
469-8500
Or (708)
301-8500

For Demo

--~MIDWEST
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Not Just Another Fertilizer

JPF Distributors
J. W. Turf, Inc.
Koelper Golf Course

Construction
Layne Western
Lebanon Turf Products
Lemont Paving
Lohmann Golf Designs
Martin Design Partnership
Martin Implement Sales
Master of the Links/Burdett's
Midwest Groundcovers
Midwest Turf & Tractor
Migratory Bird Management
Nels Johnson Tree Experts
On Target Animal

Damage Control
Palatine Oil Company
Peerless Fence Co.
Prime Turf
Reinder's
Riverwalls Ltd.
Simplot Partners
Sprinkler Irrigation
Syngenta
Timberline
Turf Concepts
Turf Professionals Equipment
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United Horticultural Supply
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MIDWEST PERSONALITIES

Name: Jeff Everson, Green Acres C.C.
Job title: Assistant superintendent
Date of birth: June 26, 1966
Place of birth: Madison, WI
Current residence: Chicago (Wicker Park)
MAGCS member since: 1995
College: University of Minnesota
My favorite childhood memory is: Milwaukee Brewers

in the 1982 World Series
My personal heroes: My parents
My professional mentor: Dave Radaj
Favorite actor/actress: Mark Hicks
Favorite musical performer: The BoDeans
Favorite restaurant: Capital Grill
Favorite "pigout" food: Pizza
Favorite professional/college sports team: Green Bay

Packers and Wisconsin Badgers
Favorite pro athlete: Brett Favre
Favorite pro golfer: Steve Stricker
My favorite place to play golf is: Green Acres C.C.
My handicap index: 19
My best/most memorable round ever: At Adare

Manor Golf Club in Ireland, because it was
in Ireland and I was playing with a group
of friends.

The most interesting/exotic place I've ever traveled:
Ireland & Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

The book I've been recommending lately is: Green
Acres Handbook

The last great movie I saw: Swordfish
Favorite TV show: Friends
Favorite color: Blue
In my spare time, I enjoy: Spending time with my

girlfriend, Nancy, playing softball, going to
Badgers football games-Rose Bowl 2003!
They'll be back!

Three words that describe me: Fun, loving, carefree
What I enjoy most about my job: When members say,

"Greens look and putt great" and "How fast are
the greens rolling today?"

What I dislike about my job: Installing and taking out
13 pond aerators and two Sub-Triton mixers
every spring and fall.

I'm a Midwest member because: Lesco dollars, when
Dave gives them up

Name: Dave Gelino, Seven Bridges G.C.
Job title: Assistant superintendent
Date of birth: August 10, 1968
Place of birth: Kankakee, IL
Current residence: Warrenville
Spouse: Deana (married six years)
Pet: Heidi (dog)
MAGCS member since: 1995
College/ degree: Illinois Benedictine, accounting
My favorite childhood memory is: Fishing trips
My personal heroes: My father-in addition to being

a wonderful father, he could fIx anything.
My professional mentors: Don Ferreri, Greg Coyne,

Tom Rodem
Favorite musical performer: Rush
Favorite restaurant/cuisine: Bob Chinn's/seafood
Favorite "pigout" food: Hot wings
Favorite professional sports team: Chicago Bears and

Cubs
Favorite pro golfer: Tiger Woods
My favorite place to play golf is: Osprey Ridge at

Disney World
My handicap index: 6.8
My best/most memorable round ever: At Butler

National, where I played well despite the butter-
flies in my stomach! Also, during the '98 college
championship (which we hosted), I made a hole-
in-one.

The most interesting/exotic place I've ever traveled:
Jamaica

The book I've been recommending lately is: Anything
by Greg lIes

The last great movie I saw: Ocean)s Eleven
Favorite TV show: West Wing
Favorite color: Blue
In my spare time, I enjoy: Reading, playing computer

games, golfIng
What I enjoy most about my job: Helping produce a

product people enjoy and being outdoors
What I dislike about my job: Irrigation breaks and

washed -out bunkers
I'm a Midwest member because: I enjoy meeting peers

and exchanging stories and ideas.
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JOHNSON AND ASSOCIATES
of Lombard, Inc.

ROGER O. JOHNSON
630-620-8198 - FAX 630-620-8119

Mobile 630-215-3325 E-Mail: rojassoc@aol.com
Member

109 E. Washington Blvd. MAGCS ITF
Lombard, IL 60148-2637 NWIGCSA CIGCSA

Gregory E. Martin
President

335 N. River Street
Suite 201

Batavia, Illinois 60510
Phone: 630-482-2532

Fax: 630-482-2536
E-Mail: mdpltd@mdpltd.com

Website: www.mdpltd.com

Terra Care Products, Inc.
Terra Topper , Terra Broom,
Terra Pick up Sweeper
Terra Areator

T.I.P., INC.
Greens Spiker/Seeder

Amazone/Groundskeeper
Amazone/Combo Seeder

RIVERWALLS LTD.
P.O. Box 562, Barrington, Illinois 60011

GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT
Shoreline Stabilization, Creek Crossings

Stream and Spillway Re-Constructlon

1-888-254-4155
OFFICE: 847-382-9696

DARRYL SCOTT BURKETT FAX: 847-516-0116
C.E.O. MOBILE: 847-366-5400

E-mail: riverwallsltd@aol.com

CCURA E
ANK
ECHNOLOGIES

- Precision Tank Tightness Testing
- Upgrades for Tanks & Leak Detection Systems
- Install Underground & Aboveground Fuel Tanks
- Removal of Tanks

Your Complete, Professional Tank Experts
Please contact us at:

1-800-773- Tank or 630-375-6121

G F Structures Corp

Nick Markobrad
General Manager

Fence and Guardrail Division

8516 Brookfield Ave. * Brookfield, IL 60513
Lab Services by Brookside Laboratories Inc.

Turf Soil Specialists and Brookside Representatives Since 1964

Locally based services include Physical, Tissue, Lime and
Environmental Analysis

SOIL and WATER
SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS

v: J. ZOLMAN & SON

KOELPER
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

Fax (708) 485-4103

DARRELL KOELPER
PRESIDENT

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION 8r REMODELING

MARENGO.IL

OFFICE: 81 5-568-8382
FAX: 815-568-1048
HOME: 81 5-568-6603

Tel (708) 485-8723

4665 West Arthlng10n Street
Chlcago,lL 60644

John Turner
Field Sales Representative

Tel (773)626-4122
Fax (773) 626-6162

www.gfstructures.com

BayerEi'
Agriculture Division

Garden & Professional Care

Bayer Corporation
40 W. 665 Campton Woods Drive
Elburn, IL 60119
Phone: 630 443-7807
Fax: 630 443-7839
Voicemail: 888242-4200. x3221
john.turner.b@bayer.com
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Hollel1lbeak Construction, Inc.
Golf Course Construction ,and Remodeling

"We believe in a quality job and take'pride in our finished product."

• New Construction • Pond Construction
• Feature Shaping • Boulder Features
• Bunker Sand Replacement. Cart Paths
• Pond I)r ing ,~,!Prain~g
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847-358-3600
P.o. Box 985, Palatine, IL 60078
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