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800-373-4120 • Fax309-694-1009

Since 1955, Sprinkler Irrigation has
been serving the Golf Irrigation needs of
the Midwest. As an award-winning Rain
Bird distributor, Sprinkler Irrigation places
service after the sale, as our #1 sales tool
for future irrigation sales.

Service ...

Service ...
As the world's largest manu-
factu rer of irrigation equipment, Rain
Bird has grown to become one of the most
trusted and respected names in the irriga-
tion industry. Rain Bird's commitment to
product development, computer system
analysis and advanced production tech-
niques is second to none. Perhaps this
helps explain why Rain Bird continues to
be recognized as the leader in irrigation

throughout the world.
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24,
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of
scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.
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A cutting unit that comes off by removing

two bolts for easy grinding and

changing of reels after topdressing.

N OW there's a way to get better

looking, better playing greens.
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The key, a flexible cutting unit that follows

the undulations of the green, allowing

you to cut as low as 1/16" with virtually

no scalping or marking.

10rf Professionals Equipment Company
630-773-5555

lPEe
Call for a free demonstration. We'd like to show you what the revolutionary new

Flex 21 greensmower from Toro can do on your own course, on your toughest green.



ON COURSE
WITH THE PRESIDENT

Luke Strojny, CGCS Poplar Creek G. C.

Past Presidents
Offer Counsel

Here are some of the comments and suggestions generated at the meeting.

• Secure future meeting sites earlier. Use the entire Arrangements Committee.
• Improve publicity for the annual dinner dance, a fine event only a small num-

ber of members enjoy.
• Develop Midwest Turf Clinic agenda earlier in the year.
• Pleased with the employment referrals and the turnaround time with job

postings.
• Very pleased with On Course. Are not concerned about lack of recognition

from the GCSAA. Like seeing Board meeting highlights in On Course.
• Encourage membership to apply for the MAGCS Scholarship. Raise the

amount of the scholarships in the future.
• Regarding dues, smaller increases more frequently is most palatable.
• Encourage more assistant superintendents to serve on committees.
• Provide annual financial statements to the past presidents.
• Post Board meeting minutes on Web site to keep membership informed.
• Develop a strategic plan.

As you can see, a wide variety of topics came under discussion. The cur-
rent Board is very dedicated to improving the Association and we have already
begun to implement some of the ideas that came from the meeting. I would
like to thank Joel Purpur and the entire Past Presidents Council for inviting me
to attend this meeting. It was an extremely educational experience ... and I
can't wait to be on the other side of the table.

Other News
Not to steal anyone's thunder, but our own past president Bob Maibusch

will be running for secretary/treasurer of the GCSAA. A letter from the
MAGCS nominating Bob was sent in late April (thanks to AI Fierst's
noodling). Having MAGCS representation on a national level is important.
Please remember to lend Bob your support in the upcoming 2003 election.

ings in recent years.

In early April
I wasfortune
enough to sit
down with 15
past presidents at
a meeting of the
Past Presidents
Council. I don)t
know if it was
the lousy weather,
thefree lunch or
my presence, but
I was told that this
was one of the
best-attended meet-

Another season is upon us. We had better weather in January and February than in March) April and
May. We did) howevel) enjoy a week of ((summer)) back in April. It was a volatile combination of 80
degrees and the Masters that brought out the flood of ((Why don)t we look like Augusta?)) queries. I really
hate Masters week. In any event) cold and rainy have been the buzzwords for the beginning of this year.
I hope the latter part of the spring gets better or it will be another very long season.

In early April I was fortune enough to sit down with 15 past presidents
at a meeting of the Past Presidents Council. I don't know if it was the lousy
weather, the free lunch or my presence, but I was told that this was one of the
best-attended meetings in recent years. On my part, it felt very much like a job
interview, but with your peers firing off the questions. Suffice to say, each of
our past presidents has invested at least several years in running our Associa-
tion, and they want to see the MAGCS continue to move forward.

(continued on page 32)
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN
Phil Zeinert, CGCS Elgin Country Club

The Dam Gratti Award:
A Tribute

to Mentoring
One of the highlights of this June)s MAGCS meeting at Phillips Park Golf Course will be the presenta-
tion of the seventeenth annual Dom Grotti Award. Two-person teams) each consisting of a
superintendent and assistant superintendent) vie for the award. The team with the combined lowest
gross score wins the award. Last year, Ron Dohman and Mike Alsford took the prize with a score of 159.

The inaugural Dom Grotti Award event took place during the Illinois
Turfgrass Foundation's annual golf day at host Evanston Golf Club in Septem-
ber of 1986. Below is a September 1986 letter from Peter Leuzinger to Dennis
Wilson that provides some insight as to the history and origin of this award.

TheDom Grotti
Award is named after
Domenic Grotti.
Domenic started his
career at Sunset Ridge
Country Club in 1933
as the assistant super-
intendent, earning 45
centsper hour. He
became superintendent
in 1940 and retired
in 1978.

Mr. Dennis Wilson) CGCS
Sunset Ridge Country Club
2100 Sunset Ridge Road
Northbrook) IL 60062

Dear Dennis:

Thank you so much for sparking the imagination of the Illinois Turfgrass
Foundation by introducing the Dom Grotti Award. Our annual ITF golf day is
the perfect format to support turf research and enjoy something in common with
Dom Grotti: the love for the game ofgolf and care for our golf courses.

Your club)s gracious trophy presentation at this year)s site) Evanston Golf
Club) was the highlight of the day for me and my friends. The traveling trophy is
a splendid treasure for anyone to win. Carl Hopphan and Terry Dillner, from
Evanston Golf Club) are this year)s lucky winners. Pm sure they share my thank
you to Sunset Ridge Country Club and congratulations to you for following
through on this year)s inaugural presentation of the Dom Grotti Trophy.

Sincerely)
Peter V Leuzinger, CGCS
ITF Golf Day Chairman

The Dom Grotti Award is named after Domenic Grotti. Domenic started
his career at Sunset Ridge Country Club in 1933 as the assistant superinten-
dent, earning 45 cents per hour. He became superintendent in 1940 and
retired in 1978. He consulted for Dennis Wilson from 1978 to the fall of 1981.
Domenic passed away in 1985.

Dennis Wilson, assistant under Domenic, was one of the first assistants to
attend MAGCS meetings. Some of the superintendents would give Domenic a
hard time over letting an assistant attend meetings. Dennis remembers
Domenic's words, "If Dennis comes back from a meeting with one good idea
THAT WORKS, then it was worth it."

(continued on page 37)
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• Feasibility Studies

• Master Planning

• Remodeling

• Irrigation Design

• Comprehensive
Construction Documents

• Construction Supervision

• Grow-In Consulting

• Operations Consulting

NugentGolfAssociates

:& Golf Course Architects
20540 W. Hwy.22

Long Grove, IL 60047
T. 847-438-5222
F.847-438-1347

E. nugent2@ix.netcom.com

Directional Drilling With Metro Underground Services ...
Because Play Shouldn't Be Interrupted.

As a golf course manager, you know it's important to limit
interruptions to play. That's why, if you need an underground
installation, you should contact Metro Underground Services.

Metro Underground has extensive experience and a wealth of
resources to complete your project quickly and efficiently. We
easily negotiate obstacles - subsurface rock, tree root systems and
above-and below-ground utility - by creating a small diameter
bore and using a drilling tool that is monitored and guided from
the surface. There's no open cutting so there's very little distur-
bance to the course. Best of all, the project is completed on time
and on budget.
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To find out more, call 1-888/263-2300 for a representative.

M~TRJJ U!yD~RGRC!~_"!.~._SERVICES. INC.
Horizontal Directional Drilling

P.O.Box 893, St. Charles, IL 60174 • 1-888/263-2300

mailto:nugent2@ix.netcom.com


Hollembeak Construction, Inc.
Golf Course Construction and Remodeling

"We believe in a quality job and take pride in our finished product."

• New Construction • Pond Construction
• Feature Shaping • Boulder Features
• Bunker Sand Replacement • Cart Paths
• Pond :pred .ngll:!ILYrain~ge

J~
~~ Charles J. Fiore Company, Inc.

The Landscaper's Nursery Center
Chicagoland's Largest Selection

of Premium Grade Plant Materials

OVER 800 VARIETIES OF TREES, SHRUBS,
EVERGREENS, GROUNDCOVERS, AND PERENNIALS

READY FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE PICK-UP OR DELIVERY

16606 W. Hwy. 22 Prairie View, IL 60069
(847) 913-1414 FAX (847) 913-9690
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Superior liquid nutrients for tank mixing or fenigation.
Consult vour Reinders sales representative to learn more about BioPro@products.

Bruce Schweiger
608-206-3500

Solutions & Supplies for the Green Industry
www.reinders.com

Scott Adams
630-632-8468

Arthur Clesen, Inc. has a special
blend of Kentucky Bluegrass

for 1/2" mowing height.

N 543 Diens Dr.
Wheeling, IL 60090
ph: 847-537-2177
fax: 847-537-2210

Low Mow Blues is now available

•A
ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

www.aclesen.com

8050 W. 186th St. y
Tinley Park, IL 60477
ph: 708-444-2177
fax: 708-444-2199 S
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HIS BIGGEST CHALLENGE:
The rebuilding of
Phillips Park

SUPER -N- SITE
Jim MeN air, CGCS Orchard Valley Golf Club

MAGCS members are in for a real treat this month when we visit the venerable Lynn Wesson and
Phillips Park Golf Course in Aurora. The 70-year-old course has under;gone a complete renovation by
architect Greg Martin and Wadsworth Golf Course Construction. The 64-year-old superintendent
claims to have under;gone a rebirth of sorts) himselfi during the reconstruction.
LYNN)S LINER NOTES Lynn Wesson, our host, actually started out culturing organisms (fungi)
----------- that most of us try to eradicate. The former mushroom farmer started in the

golf business two decades ago under the tutelage of Jerry Breunig at Edge-
brook C.C. in Sandwich, IL. In 1990, Lynn accepted the superintendent job
at Phillips Park. A lifelong resident of Sandwich, Lynn spent two years at the
University of Illinois before leaving to help with the 700-acre family farm.

HIS BIGGEST LESSON
LEARNED:
Once is enough
(referring to the above)

HIS BIGGEST TRIUMPH:
Getting it up
(on the tee ... )

IF HE COULD DO IT OVER:
((I)dbe born to a rich
family.))

SUGGESTION FOR PLAYING
THE COURSE:
((Comeand have fun!))

In their spare time, Lynn and wife Jane enjoy driving along Interstate 70
to visit daughters Margaret, Debora and Katherine and six grandchildren who
reside in Pennsylvania, Ohio and Missouri. Lynn also enjoys golf and collect-
ing 1:64-scale toy farm equipment.

The 130-acre golf course is part of a 102-year-old, 300-acre park on
Aurora's southeast side. The "hilly" nine opened in 1925, while 12 years later,
the course expanded to 18 holes. The new Phillips Park course is a vast change
from the old. Where the old course featured small push-up greens of common
bent varieties, the new L 93/Providence hybrids grace the new USGA com-
plexes, which are nearly double the size of the old surfaces. Fairways are of the
new "low mow blue" varieties (Nuglade, Liberator, Rugby and Absolute).
Where the old course had pop-up sprinklers only at the greens and tees, and a
lot of rollerbases, the new course is irrigated with a double-row Rain Bird Maxi
system. The new course is more than 500 yards longer than the old 5,600-yard
layout. The renovations included the addition of a driving range with grass tees
and mats and a three-hole mini-course for juniors that is the centerpiece of the
First Tee program. It is thoroughly enjoyable to play and has received rave
reviews from all who enjoyed its premiere season last year. So come out to
Aurora on June 24 to enjoy a masterful renovation and a lot of fun. ~~
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QUALITY CONrRACrlNGI
• fairway Overseeding
• (ustom Putting Green Seeding
• Verti-Drain- Deep-tine Aeration
• Complete Turf Renovation

eOmm<E~ell/A\lb fUfRlfF
& T~/A\eTO~
NORTH AMERICA'S #1

VERTI-DRAIN DISTRIBUTOR
BUILT ON EXPERIENCE, SERVICE

& CUSTOMER SATISFACTIONI

fertilizers so good,
we put our name

on them.

Contact your local UHS representative
for more information.

Performance and quality is one thing,
genuine value for our customers is another.

Genuine value comes only when you're able
to gather the best components on the market,
combine them in a way for the best possible
performance, then deliver that combination

in the best possible manner.

That's United Horticultural Supply and
UHS Signature Brand FertiLizers~M We've done
aLLthe work so you get the results you're after.

You have our name on it.

MASSEY FERGUSOHRedeximIChartethous8
VERll-ORAIN

(800) 411-5115
www.uhsonline.com

UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers are a product of
United HorticuLturaL SuppLy

Serving the Industry for over 18 years

R8deximlCharterhoua.o
OVERSEEOER

ROTAOAlROH SOIL RENOVATOR

RedexlmlChartemouse
RAPIOCORE

RodeillmIChartethouso
VERTI.SEEO

1-800- 748- 7497
Bryan Wood, Owner
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