
Pythium and Crabgrass
Get in Their Dirty Work

It all happened in the span
bet\veen July 25 and August 29.
Within that stretch, Chicago golfers,
a huge majority of them private club
members, have found their courses
ravaged almost overnight. Pythium
and Crabgrass were the chief offend-
ers, concentrating their onslaughts on
fairways and roughs. Pythium is a sur-
face fungus growth, colonizing in a
cottony mold among the webs of
dew. Crabgrass? Just a bad boy liable
to run wild in golf grass at any time,
but especially in hot, humid weather.

"The heat and humidity set up
the whole epidemic," allowed Gerber,
now celebrating his 20th year as Glen
Oak's course superintendent. "Gor-
don and Bob and I made a tour of
seven north side courses-Glen View,
North Shore, Sunset Ridge, North-
moor, Westmoreland, Bob O'Link,
and Park Ridge-on Monday, July
25. Everything seemed O.K. that day.
Next day, trouble busted out all over
the district and kept on going until
that big overnight rain we had on
Monday, August 29."

Was It Hot! Temperature in
July Averaged Cool 91.5

"Know what the average maxi-
mum daily temperature for July was?"
interrupted Beverly Country Club's
Williams, one of the most astute
greens men in the game. "It was 91.5
degrees, and the humidity darn near
matched it! Nineteen July days of 90
or more set a weather bureau record
for a single month. The 24-hour July
average [day-and-nightJ of 81.3 was
another new high for the 84-year
bureau's book. Soil temperature at a
depth of four inches was 86 degrees
during this session!"

"It was a real fight during that
spell," said Brinkworth, who is leav-
ing Brookwood after three years to
become Olympia Fields' new course
superintendent. "All of us on the west
side were hurt when Salt Creek dried
up. Clubs like Brookwood, Elmhurst,
Itasca, Elmhurst and Nordic Hills.
Medinah, with its Lake Kadijah,
escaped this beating to some extent.
Then the pumps broke down at Bev-
erly and Brookwood. I was out with
my watering crews as late as 1 a.m.
And Ray here even syringed [hand-

watered J his Glen Oak greens in the
middle of some of those days to pro-
tect them."

Effects of 1955 Won't Be
Erased Until May 30, 1956

"What's the future of these
Chicago district courses?" Elmer
Dubb, the noted week-end hacker,
asked. "Have you guys got the situa-
tion in control, after this whipping
you've taken?"

"Well, son, we'll tell you-,"
chorused Gerber, Williams, and
Brinkworth.

1. Courses are gradually rega1l11l1g
health, thanks to the recent pleas-
ant weather. You can't beat City
Hall nor Mother Nature. Course
superintendents must follow, thru
mid-September, regular renovating
procedures of aeration, seeding,
and fertilizing.

2. It is agreed among members of the
Midwest G.C.S.A. that the effects
of this season's 35-day punishment
will not be completely erased until
next Memorial Day.

3. New seeding presents biggest
problem of all. Seeded bents like
Seaside, Astoria, and Colonial are
at a premium, having been
grabbed up in the recent panic.

4. Around-the-clock vigilance by
superintendents must continue to
avert another attack of hot weather
similar to 1953, when excessive
temperatures prevailed almost thru
the month of September.

5. The loss in this disastrous July-
August spell has not been in dollars
and cents, but in the patience of
members and course employees.
Unthinking members who are too
quick to criticize an unavoidable
condition like the current one for-
get the $100,000 that is spent
annually on turf research. Fruits of
that painstaking fight against golf
grass diseases may not be evident
for another 25 years. As a speaker
at last winter's national convention
of golf course superintendents said:

"Why are golfers down on
things they're not up on?"

REWARD!
FOR ARREST AND CONVICTION

OF THE FOLLOWING
GOLF COURSE ENEMIES:

HORACE HEAT and
HERMAN HUMIDITY,

first cousins, sought in
wholesale robbery of

greens and fairways and
tees in Chicago district
for period between July

25 and August 29, 1955.

PERCY PYTHIUM,
confidence man wanted
for defrauding all golf

grasses in this area
during said period.

DENNIS
DOLLAR SPOT,

can be recognized by
freclded fairway grasses

resembling measles spots.

BIG BROWN PATCH,
known for the wide,

smoky circles he leaves
after raids.

ALGERNON ALGAE,
does his worst under

conditions of too much
moisture, like overwater-...Ing or exceSSIveraIns on
poorly irrigated courses.

CLARENCE
CRABGRASS,

notorious bully and
contributor to delinquency
of all young golf grasses.

If you have information leading
to apprehension and conviction of

above dangerous characters, contact
soonest Midwest Golf Course
Superintendents association.
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Hydroinjection
Toro Hydroject 3000

Deep-Tine Aerification
Verti-Drain 7316

630-985-2674
Downers Grove, IL

Kerry Anderson
Sale Rep~ntati~
CHIPCo- Professional Products

Awntis EnvironmenttJl Science
4819 Strona Road
Crystal Lake. IL60014

Tel. (815) 923-1323
Fax (815) 356-9Sn
Mobile (847) 91().3130
e-mail: ~rry.Andtrson@am1tis.(om

YfAventis

Let Timberline bring your next project into the
next millenium as a turnkey operation

1907 Darien Club Drive, Darien, Illinois 60561
(630) 963-9088, pgr (630) 850-0159, voice (630) 732-9088 /

P.O. Box 2458
Glen Ellyn, IL 60138-2458

www.masterofthelinks.com

Toll Free (888) TURF-888
Local (630) 545-2474

Fax (630) 545-2782

~

imberline
.. - Golf Course Remodeling

and Renovation

D.B.A. Bill Boyd

~ 1360 Schaumburg Rd.\.17 Streamwood, IL 60107

(630) 830-7405
FAX (630) 830-9652

CLAUSS
BROTHERS, Inc.
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING

Member American
Fence Association

John M. Seger CFP
Senior Sales Manager
Certified Fence Professional

Div of Peerless Enl. Inc.
THE FENCE PEOPLE. SINCE 1949

3N381 Powis Rd.
West Chicago, IL. 60185
(630) 584-7710
IL (800) 543-6511
FAX (630) 584-7746

JOHNSON AND ASSOCIATES
of Lombard, Inc.

ROGER O. JOHNSON
630-620-8198 - FAX 630-620-8119

Mobile 630-215-3325 E-Mail: rojassoc@aol.com
Member

109 E. Washington Blvd. MAGCS ITF
Lombard. IL 60148-2637 NWIGCSA CIGCSA

~ "Golf Course Work~C a Specialty"

LEMONT PAVING CO.
EST. ]957

MURPHY'S

11550 Archer Ave., Lemont, IL 60439
(630) 257-6701 • FAX 630-257-5194

Terra Care Products, Inc.
Terra Topper, Terra Broom,
Terra Pick up Sweeper
Terra Areator

T.I.P., INC.
Greens Spiker/Seeder

Amazone/Groundskeeper
Amazone/Combo Seeder
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MIDWEST PERSONALITIES

Name: Michael Bavier, Jr., Deerfield Golf Club
Job title: Superintendent
Date of birth: March 11, 1970
Place of birth: Harvey, IL
Current residence: Buffalo Grove, IL
MAGCS member since: 1995
College/degree: B.A. in Psychology, B.S. in Criminal

Justice from North Carolina Wesleyan College;
Associate's degree in Turfgrass Management
from North Carolina State

My favorite childhood memory is: Family vacations to
Disney World and playing sports.

My personal hero: My father-a hard-working indi-
vidual on and off the golf course. He has helped
me through many of life's challenges.

My professional mentors: Peter Leuzinger, Paul
Voykin, Mike Bavier

Favorite actor: AI Pacino
Favorite musical performer: Collective Soul
Favorite restaurant: Wildfire
Favorite "pigout" food: Babyback ribs
Favorite professional sports team: Minnesota Vikings

and Chicago White Sox
Favorite pro athlete: Dante Culpepper
Favorite pro golfer: Phil Mickelson
My handicap index: 12
My favorite place to play golf is: Tara Country Club in

Bradenton, FL
My best/most memorable round ever: Playing at

Kapalua, Hawaii. The scenery was beautiful.
The most interesting/exotic place I've ever traveled:

Quepos, Costa Rica
The book I've been recommending lately: Transfer of

Power by Vince Flynn
The last great movie I saw: Blackhawk Down
Favorite TV show: Seinfeld
Favorite color: Green and red
In my spare time, I enjoy: Spending time with my

girlfriend, running/working out, playing golf,
traveling.

Three words that describe me: Diligent, amicable, laid
back.

What I enjoy most about my job: Turning an "eye-
sore" on the course into something beautiful.
I also enjoy my relationship with my crew.

What I dislike about my job: I'm somewhat of a
perfectionist, so I have a hard time dealing
with golfers who don't respect the golf course,
i.e., not fixing divots or ball marks.

I'm a Midwest member because: The Association
exemplifies professionalism, something I strive
for on a daily basis.

Name: Tony Frandria, Glen View Club
Job title: Assistant superintendent
Date of birth: January 25, 1971
Place of birth: Chicago
Current residence: Darien, IL
Spouse: Engaged to be married September 1, 2002
MAGCS member since: 1993
College/degree: Penn State
My favorite childhood memory is: When I was 12

years old, I hit a game-winning grand slam to
win an all-star baseball game.

My personal hero: Old Tom Morris.
My professional mentors: Dave Behrman,

Jeff Leuzinger, Jay Druhan
Favorite actor: Robert DeNiro
Favorite musical performer: U2
Favorite restaurant: Bob Chinn's Crabhouse
Favorite "pigout" food: Lou Malnati's pizza
Favorite professional sports team: Chicago Cubs
Favorite pro athlete: Jason Kidd
Favorite pro golfer: Phil Mickelson
My favorite place to play golf: Glen View Club
My handicap index: Way too high!
My best/most memorable round ever: TPC at

Sawgrass because I made a birdie on the
no. 17 island green.

The most interesting/exotic place I've ever traveled:
Maui, Hawaii

The book I've been recommending lately: I(eepers
of the Green by Gordon Witteven

The last great movie I saw: Panic Room
Favorite TV show: Six Feet Under, The Sopranos
Favorite color: Blue
In my spare time, I enjoy: Spending time with my

fiance.
Three words that describe me: Dedicated, dedicated,

dedicated!
What I enjoy most about my job: The fact that I am

learning something new everyday that will allow
me to become a quality superintendent.

What I dislike about my job: Plowing snow!
I'm a Midwest member because: Being a member

allows me to network with my peers.
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G F Structures Corp 

Nick Markobrad 
General Manager 

Fence and Guardrail Division 

4655 West Arthlngton Street 
Chicago, IL 60644 

Tel (773)626-4122 
Fax (773)626-6162 

www.gfstructures.com 

RIVERWALLS LTD. 
P.O. Box 562, Barrington, Illinois 60011 

GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT 
Shoreline Stabilization, Creek Crossings 

Stream and Spillway Re-Construction 

DARRYL SCOTT BURKETT 
C.E.O. 

1-888-254-4155 
OFFICE: 847-382-9696 

FAX: 847-516-0116 
MOBILE: 847-366-5400 

E-mail: r iverwal ls l td@aol .com 

John Turner 
Field Sales Representative 

Bayer 
Agriculture Division 

Garden & Professional Care 

Bayer Corporation 
40 W, 665 Campton Woods Drive 
Elburn, IL60119 
Phone: 630 443-7807 
Fax: 630 443-7839 
Voicemail: 888 242-4200, x3221 
john.turner.b@bayer.com 

A li 
CCURAIE 

^ANK 
ECHNOLOGIES 

Precision Tank Tightness Testing 
Upgrades for Tanks & Leak Detection Systems 
Install Underground & Aboveground Fuel Tanks 
Removal of Tanks 

Your Complete, Professional Tank Experts 
Please contact us at: 

1-800-773-Tank or 630-375-6121 

Hga^-4 
KOELPER 
GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTION 
COMPANY 

DARRBLL KOELPER 
PRESIDENT 

GOLF COURSE 
CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING 

MARENGO. IL 

OFFICE: 815-566-8382 
FAX: 8 15-568-1048 
HOME: 81 5-568-6603 

SOIL and WATER 
SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS 

V. J. ZOLMAN & SON 
Turfgrass Soil and Irrigation Water Specialists Since 1964 

Locally based services include Physical Soil Testing, 
Tissue, Lime and Environmental Analysis 

Fax (630) 964-9769 Tel (630) 964-9702 
7100 Blackburn Ave. * Downers Grove, EL 60516 

Lab Services by Brookside Laboratories Inc. 

On Course and the MAGCS thank our July advertisers. 

Accurate Tank Technologies 
Acme Fuel and Materials 
Aquatic Weed Technology 
Aquifer Science & Technology 
Arthur Clesen, Inc. 
Autumn Tree Care 
Aventis 
Bayer 
Becker Underwood 
BOJO Turf Supply 
Brookside Laboratories 
The Bruce Company 
Central Sod Farms 
Charles J. Fiore Company, Inc. 
Clarke Environmental Mosquito 
Clauss Brothers 
Commercial Irrigation & Turf, Inc. 
Commercial Turf 
Communications Direct 
Conserv FS 
Dunteman Turf Farms 
Frenzer Topdressing 
G F Structures 
Great Lakes Kwik Space 
GreenCycle, Inc. 
GRO Horticultural 
Halloran & Yauch 
H & E Sod Nursery 
High PSI 
HLP Systems, Inc. 
Hollembeak Construction 
Huber Ranch Sod Nursery 

Illinois Lawn Equipment 
John Deere Landscapes 
Johnson & Associates 
J. W. Turf, Inc. 
Koelper Golf Course Construction 
Layne Western Co. 
Lebanon Turf Products 
Lemont Paving 
Lohmann Golf Designs 
Marine Biochemists 
Martin Design Partnership 
Martin Implement Sales 
Master of the Links/Burdett's 
Midwest Groundcovers 
Midwest Turf & Tractor 
Migratory Bird Management 
Nels Johnson Tree Experts 
Nugent Golf Associates 
On Target Animal Damage Control 
Palatine Oil Company 
Peerless Fence Co. 
Prime Turf 
Reinder's 
Riverwalls Ltd. 
Simplot Partners 
Syngenta 
Timberline 
Turf Concepts 
Turf Professionals Equipment 

Company 
United Horticultural Supply 
Waupaca Sand & Solutions 
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Collect points with
every purchase.

The value of being a GreenPartners'. member? Earning rewards that will help you every day on the job. As a
GreenPartners member, you can accumulate points with all of your Syngenta purchases. If you want, donate
your points to an industry association of your choice. Or when you're ready, trade them in for items to help your
business. Like a palm PC, laptop, or other equipment. Just by doing what you're already doing, buying Syngenta
products, you can support industry associations and get business tools you can use.

Contact Jim Shone at 1-708-217-8509 to learn more about GreenPartners.

@2002 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419. GreenPartners~ and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company.

www.greenpartnersonline.com
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