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NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE@
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the Bull Sheet (continued from page 30)

SectionRecord-there's a great piece
by Paul Vermuelen called "Lost and
Found-Restoring Lost Hole Loca-
tions on PoaAnnua Greens." The
article features the efforts to do just
that by our own Rick Bowden
(Bob O'Link G.C.), Bob Lively
(McHenry C.C.) and Ray Schmitz
(Flossmoor C.C.). Check it out.

MAGCS wishes to express its deep-
est condolences to the friends and
family of Gary Hearn (Salt Creek
Golf Course) on the loss of his
brother Derek in an automobile
accident in May, and to the family
and friends of Dean Bemis (Rough
Designs/Goldsmith) on the loss of
his ll-year-old son Drew. Our
thoughts are with you and your
loved ones during this trying time.

Congratulations and "see ya later" to
Vince Dodge, whose last day at
Indian Lakes Resort was June 7.
Vince is moving his family up to the
tundra of northern Minnesota where
he was to assume the golf course
superintendent responsibilities at
The Wilderness Golf Club on June
17. Vince has been preparing for the
transition by watching Far;go daily to
learn the new dialect ("Oh, yah, sure
there") and Billy Jack to accustom
himself to life on a reservation. Best
of luck to you and your family,
Vince-keep in touch.

Congrats also to the proud new par-
ents-Erwin McKone (River Forest
Country Club) and his wife Kristin
are now the owners of a bouncing
baby girl who will keep them busy
for the next 20 years or so. Mollie
Abigail weighed in at 8 lb., 1 oz. and
20.5 inches long (tall?). Nice know-
ing you, Erwin and Kristin ...

Also celebrating a recent family addi-
tion is Holly Gilmour of J. W. Turf
who gave birth to Andie in late May.
Andie, according to her unbiased
mother, is a cute little bundle of joy
who came into the world at 7 lb., 10
oz. and will be running the company
by her 18th birthday. Congratula-
tions to the Gilmour clan.

For sale: Barrington Hills C.C. has
two sets of Toro GM III/GM 3000
rollers for sale. Call Mark Bobb at
847-381-0140 for details.



A resounding success: ITF
Golf Day at Whisper Creek
The May 21st ITF Golf Day at Whisper
Creek Golf Course (Jim Wyffels host)
proved to be a great day on a beautiful
golf course. Jim and his staff had the
course in prime condition for the event,
which featured the coolest GPS golf-car
gizmos ever. If you did not get the
opportunity to play in the event, take a
day and go play Whisper Creek-it
exudes class (and cash outlay) in every
aspect. From the impressive stone work
to the facilities and fixtures to the chal-
lenging-but-fair golf course, the place
was very impressive. Thanks to Jim and
all the people at Whisper Creek, the
folks at ITF, and LeAnn Scott and Kelly
Schroeder of Arthur Clesen for being
our photographers for the day. Jim Wyffels accepts a token of our appreciation

for hosting the wonderful day.

Kevin Knudson, George O'Hara,
Mike Joerns and Phil Zeinert.

Chad Ball, Dave Schlagetter,
Tim Davis and Ed Fischer.

Garry Anderson, Jon Anderson,
Jim Shone and Mark Gilmour.

Brian Bossert, Bob Lively, Tim Davis,
Bob Kronn and Steve Van Acker

were the day's big winners.

One of our much-appreciated
photographers, Kelly Schroeder.

Russ Stratton, Tom Fermanian,
Doug McKiraham and

Bruce Branham.

Kerry Anderson, LeAnn Scott, Pete
Farno, Glen Bereiter and Jim Davis.

John Turner, Bob Farag and
Dave Louttit get acrobatic.
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~onor;~~ John Ebel ..
I On June 6, 75 friends and family members gathered at beautiful
i Barrington Hills Country Club to attend a memorial celebration in
I honor of John Calvin Ebel. John, of course, had spent 22 years at

BHCC as the superintendent.

After several rainy days, the sun was out to grace those in
attendance. More than one-third of the crowd was from the green
industry (what a friendly fraternity!). Following an opening prayer
and a compelling word of Scripture, several people stood and spoke
about the place John had shared in their lives. Much has already been
written of that in the pages of our publication and it was again a
blessing to witness how the Lord had moved in the life of one
John Ebel.

Afterwards, there was a light lunch and many old friendships
were renewed. It was indeed a celebration and I suspect that without
exception, those in attendance know how blessed they were to have
known John.

Brian Bossert, CGCS
Bryn Mawr Country Club

On Course ... (continued from page 3)

tor here, so let me explain. A little-
league dugout is one small step above a
gas-station bathroom as far as clean-
liness goes-you'll find sunflower seeds,
gum, plastic bottles and many other
things I don't want to touch. I finally
figured out where the kids are learning
the habit of littering: from the golfers
who play my course.

I know I could keep you all enter-
tained indefinitely with my ramblings on
baseball and golf, however, I was three
days late writing this article because of
baseball and golf and I have to get some
work done. I hope to see you all at the
Merit Club later this month. ~~~

When You
Want it
Green ...

• Irrigation Well Siting Studies

• Well Rehabilitation Evaluations

• Aquifer Testing &Analysis

• Ground Water Modeling

• Well and Wellfield Design

• Water Quality Studies

PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

~ ~ tpJ4 IUd -
~~~

We sell an air-dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

www.ruekert-mielke.com

HENRY FRENZER
Aquifer Science & Technology

~
~ionol_I_1K.

16335 S. Harlem Ave.
Tinley Park, Illinois 60477

708-444-7360

Area Code 847
658-5303

620 Webster St.
Algonqum, IL

60102
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MAIN STREET
11 MILES WEST
OF BATAVIA, IL

A1~
MIDWEST GROUNDCOVERS

THE PETER ORUM NURSERIES@

Groundcovers and More:

MIDWEST
GROUNDCOVERS

P.O. Box 748 • ST. CHARLES, IL 60174

847-742-1790 • FAX 847-742-2655

Visit Us At: www.midwestgroundcovers.com
Nurseries Located on Route 25 North of St. Charles

The Groundcover Specialists

• Broadleaf Euonymus • Deciduous Shrubs • Vines

PROPAGATORS AND GROWERS OF GROUNDCOVERS,
PERENNIALS, SHRUBS, EVERGREENS AND NATIVES

• Perennials • Hardy Landscape Roses • Evergreen Shrubs

• Ornamental Grasses • Native Prairie Plants • Groundcovers

$53.00

$54.00

$55.00

$52.50

$25.00

$55.00

$49.00

$52.00

$49.00

$29.00

$35.00

$69.00

$45.00

$45.00

$23.00

$45.00

Nothing
Works
Like A
Motorola
Original

~ Communications19Direct, Inc.

735 Hunter Drive
Unit F
Batavia, IL 60510

NTN7143 Motorola MTS/HT 1000/MT2000MTX
High Capacity NICAD Battery

HNN9049 P1225 Motorola Battery

HNN9628 GP300 Motorola Battery

HNN8148 P110 Motorola Battery

P10/SP21 /Spirit/P50 Low Power Battery

HNN9360 GP350 Motorola Nicad Battery

NTN5521 P200 Battery

NTN5447 MTX800/MT1000

NTN5414 HT600 Nicad Motorola Battery

HNN9027 P50 High Power Battery

HNN9018 SP50 High Power

NTN 7395 Nicad Viser Battery

NTN5451 P100 battery

NTN5453 HT50 Battery

Nextel 1560/700

Nextel11000

All Batteries listed above are Motorola originals.
Call for sale pricing on batteries not shown.

MOTOROLA BATTERY PRICING

PAY LESS FOR
ORIGINAL

MOTOROLA
BATTERIES
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TRIBUTE
Bruce Schweiger Reinder\ Inc.

Ray Kearney
On June 3) Ray I(earney passed away at his home in Marengo) IL. Ray was the superintendent at
Marengo Ridge Golf and Country Club for the past seven years). before that) he was the superintendent
and general manager at Fox Lake Country Club for 21 years. Prior to Fox Lake) he worked at Plum
Tree National in Woodstock.

Ray learned the business from
his father, Sid Kearney, and from
current MAGeS member Ray Schei.
Along the way, Ray had learned to
expect the best from his courses,
employees, vendors and friends, and
gave the best to his family. For those
of you who may not have had the
pleasure of knowing Ray, all I can say
is that he was one-of-a-kind and
someone who would do anything for
you. Ray may not have had the
university degree in turf manage-
ment, but he had earned a Ph.D.

from the School of Hard Knocks.
When you had the opportunity to
play one of Ray's courses, his knowl-
edge of the game and his craft were
ever-present.

Ray left us at the young age of
51, but for those of us who knew
him, he gave and taught us so much
it is hard to believe we had not known
him for our entire lifetimes. To me,
he was much more than a client; he
was a friend, confldante and mentor.
As life goes on, we all have our down

phases; well, all I had to do was go see
my friend Ray and he would get me
back on track. I learned reams from
him and I am very proud to tell any-
one of my friend, Ray Kearney.

Ray is survived by his wife
Deborah, his daughter Rhonda, his
son Joe and Joe's new bride of three
weeks, and his father Sid. ~~

' •• SIRJ/~
Making Your World Greener ... 'I'M

.:. LEGEND Low Mow Blend
(100% Elite Ky Bluegrasses)

.:. LEGEND Fine Fescue Blend
(1000/0 Fine Fescues)

.:. LEGEND Super Pro II
(70% Elite Ky Blues / 30% Fine Fescues)

.:. LEGEND Super Pro III
(1000/0 Elite Ky Bluegrasses)

.:. L-93

.:. We have all the Penn pals in stock

~
'IINSE7ifI ~

'-'

ACME MATERIALS CO.
1-800-397 -1105

BUNKER SAND

GREEN
DIVOT

MIX
TOP DRESSING

6730 South Street
Tinley Park, IL
(708)532-4723

4304 S Beaumont
Kansasville, WI
(800)528-4584

27310 W Case Rd
Wauconda,IL
(800)30<M887
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FROM THE GCSAA

GCSAA Implements New
Member Database System

To provide enhanced services and increased flexibility to members) the GCSAA is converting to a new
database system in July. This upgrade in technology will expand the association)s capabilities and
provide members with easier access to membership information 24 hours a day. The new system also will
accommodate information relative to the Professional Development Initiative (PDI). Within
18 months) members will have the ability to view their education transcripts online and access other
member-related information.

Members may experience a
slight delay in the processing of
their reg uests while GCSAA makes
this conversion. All information
received by the service center and

through GCSAA Online during the
month of July will be processed in
the order it is received in as timely a
manner as possible.

Look for more information in
the coming months about these excit-
ing new features and when they will
be available. ~iuJ

Promote healthy grass by maintaining healthy roots.

Are grubbing skunks causing thousands of
dollars worth of damage to your course?

Are beavers having a field
day with your freshly planted trees?

On Target Animal Damage Control.
Specializes in the selective control of grubbing

skunks and beaver removal. Our control
methods have proven to be 100% effective in
major golf courses in the Chicago area. Stop
spending thousands of dollars on insecticides

intended to control the grubs.

-$- ON TARGET A.D.C.
P.O. BOX 469 CORTLAND, IL 60112

815-286-3039

TAKE ~ONTllOL OF YOIJll TIJIlF I

fully chelated iron for use
with turf that displays an
iron deficiency.

For added efficiency, use
Canteen N spreader and soil
penetrant to deliver BioGian
more completely into the
crown and root zone.
BioGain and Canteen-the
natural way to healthy roots!

::::: l!.~900.!.

BECKER
UNDERWOOD~Nc

: .: : : :TH£SCIENCEOFINNOVATION°
515-232-5907 • 800-232-5907 • Fax 515-232-5961 • www.bucoloLcom

BioGain@WSP~ and BioGain~
WSP~ (Fe) are a great first
start for a root maintenance
program. Both biostimulants
come in convenient Water
Soluble Packets; they enhance
water and nutrient uptake,
reducing stress and stimulating
turf root growth. In addition,
BioGain(Fe) contains a 10%

Get to the
Root of the Problem
with BioGain@
and Canteen~1
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During this, my first term on
the Board, I was appointed chairper-
son of several committees. No one
had signed up for any of my commit-

Friendsl1ip by Committee (continued from page 5)

In the past, committee sign-up tees, and I don't think I was the
sheets were placed on a table at our deterrent, however, that is always a
annual Midwest Turf Clinic at Medi- possibility. After many harassing
nah. Members of the Association phone calls, numerous bar tabs
could put their names on a list under appropriated and several bouts of
each respective committee where they arm-twisting, I was able to find help.
wished to serve. Soon after, the com- To the members of my committees,
mittee chairperson would contact thank you now; to every member of
those on his list. the Association, I urge you to help

out by signing up for a committee. If
you yourself cannot do it, make it a
requirement of your assistant. There
are many committees to choose from,
and I'm sure one will fit your fancy.

Call up the current chairperson of
each and look into several to find a fit.
I know I will never turn down help or
the opportunity to make a new friend.

~~1.4
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Gregory E. Martin
President

335 N. River Street
Suite 201

Batavia, Illinois 60510
Phone: 630-482-2532

Fax: 630-482-2536
E-Mail: mdpltd@mdpltd.com

Website: www.mdpltd.com

SUPPORT YOUR

ADVERTISERS.

THEY SUPPORT YOU.

MINI-EXCAVATORS

-;:::'~~:~~~~~
- .~.~if~~ L

.. ~'--~_::~~:":~-.:..L-~.
Kubota mini-excavators
available in 5 sizes to fit your job.

16400 S. 104th Avenue
Orland Park, IL 60467

(708) 349-8430

mailto:mdpltd@mdpltd.com
http://www.mdpltd.com


THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE
Bob Williams Retired

I)d like to share these observations from Andy Rooney) a man who says so much
with sofew words.

• I've learned-that one of the best classrooms in the world is at the feet
of an elderly person.

• I've learned-that no matter how serious your life requires you to be,
everyone needs a friend to act goofY with once in a while.

• I've learned-that life is like a roll of toilet paper; the closer it gets to the end,
the faster it goes.

• I've learned-that it's those small daily happenings that make life so spectacular.

• I've learned-that to ignore the facts does not change the facts.

• I've learned-that the easiest way for me to grow as a person,
is to surround myself with people smarter than I am.

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

At its meeting on June 12) 2002) the MAGGS Board of Directors:

• Registered a thank-you letter
from Fred Opperman for creating
an editorial award in his name.

• Discussed and reconfirmed the
MAGCS practice of supporting
our nominees for the GCSAA
Distinguished Service Award
for three years. A Board member
was assigned the task of coor-
diluting support for each
MAGCS nominee.

• Affirmed that survivors of
deceased members can continue
to receive On Course by simply
contacting the editor and request-
ing to stay on the mailing list.

• Approved accounts payable
expenses for April in the amount
of $24,019.58.

• Approved accounts payable
expenses for May in the amount
of $12,114.02.

Other items of interest:
• Larry Tomazewski reported on

the status of our investments;
contact Fred Behnke for more
detailed information if desired.

• Brian Bossert graciously offered
Bryn Mawr as the venue for the
2002 Fall Dinner Dance. Recalling
the outstanding hospitality of Bryn
Mawr last year, the BOD enthusi-
astically accepted his kind offer.

• The following benevolence was
reported:

- Gary Hearn's brother and
sister-in-law to-be passed away.

- Dean Bemis' son, Drew,
passed away.

- Ray Kearney passed away.
- Wayne Trometer had surgery.

~~
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THE WAY WE WERE

Horace Heat and

Herman Humidity:
Then, and Now

The way we are is often foreshadowed by the way we were. In On Course, we)ve launched ((The Way We
Are)) to run intermittently with ((The Way We Were.)) This special edition of ((The Way We Were)) comes
from past president of the MAGCS and GCSAA Bob Williams) who shares a personal letter and the yel-
lowed newspaper clipping that accompanied it. The letter is on Minikahda Club (Minneapolis) MN)
stationery and reads as follows:

April 3,2002
Dear Mr. Williams:

Greetings from Minnesota. I hope that your weather in the Chicago
area is treating you better than the weather here in Minnesota. We
just received 7" of snow on April 1-2.

I am the superintendent at The Minikahda Club in Minneapolis. I
have just taken over the position here this past March. As most new
superintendents probably do, I have been trying to clean and organize
the facilities to my liking. We have this one filing cabinet that has
many, many old files and documents in it. Some of these files date
back to 1949. As I was sorting through the files from 1955, I found
this article. One of the members at the time had apparently read tlle
article and passed it on to the acting grounds committee chairman.

After seeing your name in the article, I thought that you should have
it. I really like the small section in the upper-right-hand corner that
talks about Horace Heat and Herman Humidity. I wish I knew what
newspaper the article came from. After reading the article, it is appar-
ent that some things never change and yet we have come a long ways
since you gentlemen were in charge.

I would like to thank you for all that you and others like you have
done for our industry. You were leaders and innovators; back when
the universities had done so little research, you, the superintendents,
were leading the way. Enjoy the article.

Sincerely,
Jeffrey Johnson
Superintendent
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The article in question, by a cer-
tain legendary reporter named
Charles Bartlett, appears below.

Horace-Herman-Golf's
Most Gruesome Twosome

"Well, that's it," agreed Ray
Gerber, Bob Williams, and Gordon
Brinkworth as they finished posting
the bulletin at right on all courses in
the Chicago golf area. "Maybe we've
just had it for this season. Maybe they
have made a clean getaway. But you
never know, with tlle Septembers that
sometimes hit us. All we can do is
mend our fences and start building
for next season. Let's hope it's noth-
ing like this consarned one. Worst
ever in these parts for golf courses.
Hit us a lot harder than '47 and '53,
and they were rough!"

Gerber, Williams, and
Brinkman, three golfers with green
thumbs, are leaders of the posse that
has spent the last five weeks running
down Heat, Humidity, Pythium,
Crabgrass, et.al. Never before in the
history of their worthy and too-often
unsung lodge-the Midwest Golf
Course Superintendents Associa-
tion-have they met such a swift and
devastating attack by the aforesaid
golf course criminals.




