According to Oscar, this view of no. 7 from no. 13 tee reflects every natural feature of the Merit Club,
from the water and wetlands, to the prairie with its vivid wildflowers, to the oak savanna.
Clubhouse engineer Judd Hansen took this spectacular shot in October 2001.

and 1971. During his tenure at
BNGC, he added another nine
Western Opens to his tally. After a
decade at Butler, happy, content and
proud, Oscar soon learned that
Merit Club president Ed Oldfield,
Sr., had other plans for him. You see,
Oldfield was working with Bert Getz
to develop a jewel of a golf course in
the far north suburbs.

The property in question was
owned by Mr. Getz and had a long
history as a steer-breeding farm.
There, Mr. Getz raised prize black
Angus bulls for breeding. People
would come from all around and
bring their cows to be bred at what is
now the Merit Club. They would
even bring the pregnant cows back to
give birth, for the farm had a small
veterinary clinic on property.

The Merit Club was to be the
collaboration of Oldfield, architect
Bob Lohmann and land planner John
Zandere. The 325-acre golf course
would be well-planned, constructed
without cutting any corners. With
some persuasion, Oscar was on board,

(continued on page 12)

BUG OFF!

NO INSECTS ALLOWED

Scotts fertilizer plus Merit® delivers superior control of a
variety of turf and ornamental insects, such as white grubs,
with the ease and effectiveness of granular application.

Arthur Clesen & The Scotts Company, a winning combination

L <D

ARTHUR CLESEN, INC. The Scotts Company
Wheeling, IL ¢ 543 Diens Dr. ¢ Wheeling, IL 60090
Phone: (847) 537-2177 » Fax (847) 537-2210
Tinley Park, IL « 8050 W. 186th St. e Tinley Park, IL 60477
Phone: (708) 444-2177 » Fax: (708) 444-2199
— —
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Oscar Miles -N- Merit Club (continued from page 11)

and he had significant input into the
course’s design and infrastructure,
bringing 30 years’ accumulated
knowledge and experience to bear on
the project.

In May of 1990, construction
began. Oscar and staff would trans-
form the steer farm into one of the
area’s finest clubs. Today, the Merit
Club comprises 21 holes of golf, 18
regular holes and three practice holes.
These holes are nestled among 15
acres of water, 35 acres of wetlands,
75 acres of prairie and 20 acres of oak
savanna running over 180 acres of
meadows. The course has an eleva-
tion change of 100 feet, and 75% of
the property can be seen from the
thirteenth hole.

The property was originally
designed to handle a 25-year flood
but since has been revised to
accommodate a 100-year flood. The
discharge of the course is extremely
minimal so as not to impact the Des
Plaines River or any of the club’s
neighbors. Oscar and staff work very
closely with the CorLands Group,
with whom they maintain a conser-
vation easement. Every three months,
the Merit Club undergoes an
inspection to ensure harmony with
the wetlands and their appropriate
management. The Merit Club will
always remain open space, as it is part
of the Liberty Prairie Conservancy.

Oscar is served by his assistant
John Nelson, his second assistant,
Enrique Valadez, and his other

second assistant and mechanic, Joel
Guadaramma. Oscar is proud of all
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Front row: equipment technician Joel Guadaramma;

assistant superintendents Enrique Valadez and John T Nelson;
intern Zachary Anderson, SIU grad now at U of | for Master’s.
Back row: interns Scott Verdun, SIU grad, and Jeremy Stull, SIU senoir,

the young men who have worked for
him over the years. He claims in
excess of 60 current superintendents
who once worked for him. He is a 12
handicap nowadays, and he chips
and putts everyday. He recently
hosted the 2000 U.S. Women’s
Open, which was a huge success. He
enjoys surrounding himself with
youthful individuals with whom he
can share his experience as a means to
keep himself sharp.

Oscar looks forward to seeing
you at the Merit Club for what
should be a tremendous day of golf
and your opportunity to see and
enjoy one of the top-200 modern-day

golf courses. ) /

> rd
Merit Club staff is rebuilding water
features. Pictured is hole no. 3.

Photos by Jim Trzinski.




Improve Your Fertilizer's Performance with BioPro® and Reinders

Superior liquid nutrients for tank mixing or fertigation.
Consult your Reinders sales representative to learn more about BioPro® products.

Koinalors

Bruce Schweiger Solutions & Supplies for the Green Industry Scott Adams
608-206-3500 I WW TN (e TS COT] 630-632-5468

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.

A Tradition — More Than 60 Years
v Of Complete, Dependable, Economical Tree Service
" For Private Estates, Municipalities, Schools, Industrial Areas,
Parks and Golf Courses

(847) 475-1877

912 Pitner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202

Since 1930
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Bob McCallum, CGCS Orchard Hills G;.C.

Middle and late summer

issue wa 1-‘7-1-2'1-{&;_;‘?}3’ “ozone action da_w*.\‘. "

qas mm’ tn’n tm’c engines; ;m\t'mn EIMISSIONS u’}'uh fm
en and acetylene torch; industrial emissions; etc. The ozone on an ()AD s
ivities between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

My facility joined Partners for Clean Air in 1995. Partners for Clean Air
is an alliance of participating Chicago-area businesses joined together in an
cffort to establish methods of eliminating or at least minimizing activities

. - thought to damage the ozone (and wreak havoc on pure, fresh air). All partic-

be? vec ZP€ f()?" ipants in Partners for Clean Air receive a bulletin via fax alerting them the day
prior to an ozone action dav. The bulletin contains a list of ideas and basic

an ozsone Hftf on examples to follow so that each individual business manager can form a cus-
tomized set of activities to be put into effect on OADs. The following are the

d[] v: bf:ﬂt, Ii?ﬁ- (77 1,‘{3 /. guidelines and practices that Orchard Hills uses on ozone action days:

Stﬁ;ﬂﬂ-ﬂ nt ﬂ-i'ﬂ - Begin work at 5:00 a.m. rather than 6:00 a.m.

I'his allows for work to be accomplished earlier in the day.
. Encourage car-pooling among employees.
. Fuel equipment before 10:00
4. Use oxygen and acetylene torch prior to 10:00 a.m.
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. Use welder before 10:00 a.m.
. Perform almost all jobs requiring

the use of diesel, unleaded or
two-cycle fuel prior to 10:00 a.m.

. Reserve time after 10:00 a.m. to

perform jobs NOT requiring the
use of engines. Some examples
are: pick up branches and litter;
cut cups; hand-rake edges of traps;
service ball-washers, rowels and
garbage; de-weed traps and flower
beds by hand; adjust high and low
plugs on the greens; fix ball marks
on greens; trim with a knife
around sprinkler heads, yardage
markers and CDGA markers; seed
and soil divots; clean shop, lunch-
room and restrooms; grease and
service equipment without run-
ning engines, etc.

. Use electric carts for general

transportation of maintenance
staff after 10:00 a.m.
Postpone lunch break until
10:00 a.m.

10. Schedule work so that employees

may avoid rush-hour traffic.

The above guidelines can be

adapted for almost any golf course
management setting. For additional
information on Partners for Clean

Air, see story at right. 4| /

AG

NF! QUALITY INDEX

PARTNERS FOR

Partners for Clean Air and Clean Air Counts
are both voluntary programs to reduce ozone-caus-
ing emissions and help the Chicago metropolitan
region maintain compliance with the one-hour
ozone standard and meet the newly adopted eight-
hour ozone air-quality standard.

Wﬁﬁ.cleantﬁealr.ofﬁ

Partners for Clean Air focuses on ozone action days—days that
the states forecast will have high ozone (smog). Organizations that
join Partners are notified the day before an ozone action day and
asked to implement their emission-reducing measures the next day.
These measures can include deferring lawn-mowing, painting,
driving or refueling vehicles; encouraging employees to take transit
or bike to work or do a brown-bag lunch; and postponing manufac-
turing processes that release VOCs.

WWW.C'E&I\EII’COUI‘I‘S.OI’Q

Clean Air Counts promotes a variety of strategies to reduce ozone-
causing emissions from business, government, development and
households. These strategies focus on nonregulated activities and
include using low-VOC paints and cleaning products, converting lawns
to natural landscaping, implementing energy-efficient lighting, purchas-
ing low-emitting vehicles and holding lawnmower buy-back/
replacement programs. Participants’ annual activities will be quantiﬁcd
for state credit toward meeting the air-quality standard. The initiative is
a project of the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, the Illinois EPA and the Delta Institute.

CLEAN Al R
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Have You Got

Arthur Clesen, Inc. has a special
blend of Kentucky Bluegrass
for 1/2” mowing height.

Low Mow Blues is now available
A

543 Diens Dr. " 8050 W. 186th St.

Wheeling, IL 60090 Tinley Park, IL 60477
ph: 847-537-2177 ph: 708-444-2177

fax: 847-537-2210 ARTHUR CLESEN INC. fax: 708-444-2199

 Delivering

Total Solutions

Programs Tailored to Fit

‘What You Need
Contact Simplot Partners: : .1 C:)g {:\CHES PER HOUR AT 4X4 SPACING
Biion Boker  (630) 5148744 525 Enterpis Street A I I et
Tim Keating ~ (630) 514-8997 Aurpra, IL 60504 Patented planetary action fractures instead of glazes
John Lebedevs (630) 514-8745 Phone (630) 499-1966 * MINIMUM DISTURBANCE

slices or cores to 4" with less cleanup and loss of play

AR A o
469-8500
MIDWEST Or (708)
301-8500
For Demo

Cubby 0'Brien (630) 514-8754
_ www.simplotpartners.com

014 R. Simplot Gompany.-All rights reserved Division of Christensen Power Equipment Inc.
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COMMERCIAL TURF
% TRACTOR

NORTH AMERICA'S #1
VERTI-DRAIN DISTRIBUTOR

BUILT ON EXPERIENCE, SERVICE
& CUSTOMER SATISFACTION!

QUALITY CONTRACTING!
¢ Fairway Overseeding
® Custom Putting Green Seeding
e Verti-Drain* Deep-tine Aeration
e Complete Turf Renovation

Redexim/Charterhouse
VERTI-DRAIN

Redexim/Charterhouse ROTADAIRON SOIL RENOVATOR

VERTI-SEED

Redexim/Charterhouse

RAPIDCORE OVERSEEDER

1-800-748-7497
Bryan Wood, Owner

Serving the Industry for over 18 years

flexible enough...

...to respond to future market opportunities.
...to deliver genuine value to the turf manager.
United Horticultural Supply has earned a leadership

role in discovering and delivering the best quality
and technology available on the market.

Competitors tied to limited resources or
technologies cannot make that statement.

That's why you can trust the performance and
quality of UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers!”

Contact your local UHS representative
for mare information.

(800) 411-5115
www.uhsonline.com

UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers are a product of
United Horticultural Supply

brand fertilizer

“you have our name on it”

...to gather the best quality and technology available.
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Banner MAXX 'I Barricade * Daconil ¥ [Heritage - Medallion' * Primo MAXX

P

¥ Subdue MAXX

. Creating the best turf demands the best products. We're constantly
Syngenta never stops working

refining formulations and developing new ones. To ensure you always
to keep your course green.

have what you need to keep turf healthy and beautiful.

Contact Jim Shone at 1-708-217-8509 to learn more about Syngenta products.

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before buying or these products. ©@2002 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27418
Banner®, Barricade®, Daconil®;, Heritage®, MAXX*, Medallion®, Pnmo®, Subdue®, and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group C ompany,

Executive Blend Bluegrass Sod
Penncross & L-93 Bentgrass Sod
StrathAyr Soil-Free
42> Big Roll available

HUBER RANCH

son NURSE Rvg Imitating Nature and Building on Tradition
P.O. Box 188, Schneider, IN 46376
800-553-0552 « (219)552-0552 R I8 FAK: 09 IS

c=mail: designi lohmann.com  web site: www. lohmann.com

Mm.sgm American Society of Golf Course Architects
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COMPOST
Think of it as REALLY GOOD Topsoil

* that doesn't have weeds

- that contains about eight times the organic matter in topsoil

- that contains active families of beneficial microbes

+ that contains useful micro-nutrients

 that's been used successfully by superintendents all over Chicagoland
for improving turf, repairing divots, planting decorative beds,
jumpstarting sod, transplanting shrubs and trees - and just about
anywhere they need things to grow quickly and well

Available Year Around

6reenCycle Incorporated

r eencyCI eSM 400 Central Avenue, Suite 200

Northfield, Illinois 60093
Landscape Products il it

Making you look good
Broyhill Terraforce

SprayMate 160

@ Low Center of Gravity
4 Full suspension

4 Power steering

4 Hydraulic brakes

® Quadra-Jet Agitation

# Electric Spray control

515,649

Hose Reel Extra

# Auxilliary hydraulics

# 21 ft boom with protectors

# 4 speed synchromesh transmission MID WES ’
# Hydraulic-driven Centrifugal Pumping system ﬂg

Experience quality in a Vehicle Sprayer with wnF 5 TRAC n
the affordable SprayMate 160 by Broyhill: - ' -

81 5-469-8500 Division Christensen Power Equipment, Inc

prww-mages-org 19
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Commercial
Irrigation & Turf, Inc.

IRRIGATION
AND
GOLF COURSE RENOVATION

(309) 698-3011

Dan Aeschliman

or
Doug Long

1987 - 2002

15

YEARS OF

EXCELLENCE

Camimne reial Irrigation
& Turf, Inc.

mb.aﬂ‘w‘sbndAo\:arms Technologies, Inc. -
marine biochemists

Professional Aquatic Management

> Aquatic Plant and Algae Control
* Treatment Programs
* Biological Control Programs
> Water Quality Assessment
» Dissolved Oxygen
* Nutrient Levels
> Aeration
* Custom Designs, Sales and Service
> Surface Floating Fountains
* Aqua Master® & Kasco®
> Fisheries
* Surveys and Stocking

604 E. North St. Suite B, Elbum, IL 60119
Phone: (630) 365-1720 Fax (630) 365-1721
800-558-5106 ext. 106

visit us at our website: WWW.Mannebiochemists.col
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We love trees.

Autumn Tree Care Experts

Glenview | Barrington | Lake Forest

847-729-1963

www.duitumniree.com

l‘.'l'l]i:'lil . weiovet rees@autumntree.com
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