It's green.

Quiet power. That's the essence of the
E-Gator® Utility Vehicle from John Deere.
An electric utility vehicle designed to
accelerate faster, climb hills with ease,
and perform all day long.

A separately excited motor gives the
E-Gator features like overspeed control,

roll-away control, dynamic braking, and
regeneration. And, of course, this Gator
Utility Vehicle is like any of our others, in
terms of styling, stability, durability, and
reliability. Call us for a test-drive soon.
You won't believe your ears.
www.deere.com

J.W. Turf Inc.
14N937 US RT 20
Hampshire, IL 60140
847-683-4653

Nothing Runs Like a Deere®



the Bull Sheet (continued from page 20)

News from the north: Steve Cook,
CGCS, of Oakland Hills Country
Club in Bloomfield Hills, MI has an
extra year to prepare for the Ryder
Cup. The matches were scheduled to
take place in 2003, but due to the
events of September 11, 2001, a shift
in plans postponed the 2001 event
until 2002. Steve does not have actual
dates yet, but expects it will take place
between mid-September and early
October of 2004, Good luck with all
the renovations, Steve.
SHOP CLEANING

TIME AGAIN .
Three sets of groomers for LF-100
and -128 heads for sale, great shape
(just the groomers, not the entire
cutting units). Call Bob Lively at
cither 815-385-0635 or 815-355-
1285.

Three l‘)‘){) Toro (nM l{)OOs and
one 1994 GM 1000 for sale—

$1,780 each. Call Jake Vollbeer at
847-381-1963 to get vours today.

One 1992 TerraTopper 1.5-yard
topdresser w/ 8-h.p. engine, good
condition, for sale. Call Mike Fiore
ar 847-432-8130.

Two 60-h.p. turbine motors (from a
pumping station—great condition
and relatively new) for sale. Call
Vince Dodge at 630-461-4564.
Five LE-100s, three in decent condi-
tion (2,063-2,245 hours) and two
good only for parts. GK IV, Turfcat
and six E-Z Go gas golf carts for
parts only. Make an offer to Tom
Tully at 847-343-4022 before he
resorts to junking these items.

R

For sale: 1992 Foley Automatic Bed-
knife Grinder in excellent condition,
model #3084A, asking $1,800. Call
Paul Voykin at 847-945-3350—
buyer also receives a complimentary
photo of Paul in which he promises
he is NOT flashing anything (i.e.,
peace sign, middle digit, ctc.).

Basssssanman

And for the handyman, Brian
Bossert has the following equipment
for sale: One Jacobsen §-60 tractor
with protective cage (range-picker).
Finicky, old, but fine for the right
operator. Buyer receives the picker
at no extra charge. 1989 Giant Vac
Cushman-mount blower, needs an
engine (so if you are one of the
many who have a Giant Vac
Cushman-mount blower engine
lying around, this is your lucky day!).
1988 Smithco 110-gallon spray tank
(also mounts to Cushman), no
pump. And finally, two Jacobsen
putting green mowers (’88 & ’90),
run but need tinkering. Make an
offer—ANY offer. Call Brian at
847-677-4112,

SEsssssssERRER RS StsssssssnssnsEnnn wew

Mulligans

In our December 2001 issue, we
inadvertently misspelled the name
of Phil Bersin. On Course regrets
the error.

ONE WAY TO

IMPROVE YOUR
WELL EFFICIENCY

layne-UWestern Company

The normal operation of any water pumping system Inevitably lead
to less efficient well production due to pump war and well

plugging.

At Layne-Western we have the resources and expertise to provide
you with innovative solutions to keep your water pumping system
operating at peak efficlency. Our complete repair and maintenance
services help guard against costly breakdowns and quickly solve

problems that arise.

Call the Layne professionals with over 100 years of experience in

the water supply industry.

721 West lllinois Avenue * Aurora, lllinois 60506 * 630/897-6941
229 West Indlana Avenue * Beecher, lllinols 60401 = 708/946-2244

22 January 2002 On Course



Spreading the Holiday Cheer—Scenes From the Annual West Side Party

On Monday, December 10, the Annual West Side Holiday Party took place at Dave & Busters (and snow did
not cause the event to be postponed TWICE as was the case last year), This year saw an apparently record-
breaking crowd in attendance, all of whom enjoyed their day. Though this fledgling gathering does not compare
in scope or scale to the notorious South Side Party nor “Adolphs Party™ up north, it DOES have potential. As
with all of our Association’s various holiday gatherings, the common tie is the people who attend—folks from all
facets of our business getting together to share holiday wishes with one another. This is what makes the holidays,
as well as the members of the Midwest, special.

John Turner of Bayer Dr. Kane explains

fiddles with his joystick while the genetic-engineering A.
Luke Cella technology involved in '
(Tamarack G.C.—back left), Garry Anderson of the production of dollar ~ Harry Lovero of Orchard
Joel Purpur, CGCS Arthur Clesen and spot-resistant bentgrasses  Valley G.C., Scott Adams
(River Forest C.C.—back right) Joe Reents of Oak to a captivated Holly of Reinder's and Jim
and Brian Baker Meadows G.C. share Gilmour of J.W. Turf. Shone of Syngenta make
(Simplot Partners—front right) a cozy moment. nice for the camera.

gape in astonishment.

1 You can get the job done if you...

NEW IN RENTALL! || apply the right pressure.

When you need a powerful pressure washer
that’s tough on clean-ups and easy on your
Q" budget, check out the AaLadin 1000 series
\7 washers. Filled with

outstanding standard
features, these units
really put on the
pressure and make
things shine! Every
Aaladin unit is built
to highest quality
specifications in the
industry. Stop in
today for a complete
demonstration.

29 FOOT LIFT
6,000 LB. CAPACITY

Excellent machine for
building retaining walls

HIGH PSI LTD.

25 South Park Street, Roselle, IL 60172

(630) B83-0777  Fax(630) 893-1045
R W 16400 S. 104™ Avenue (800) 666*390’0

Orland Park, IL 60467

IMPLEMENT (708) 349-8430 @ A Distributor of —»W

CETA CERTIFIED
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SUPER ASIDES

The fall season offers us the opportunity to pursue interests aside from golf, which is nice.
When golf course superintendents and industry sales veps need to blow off some steam
after a long season of killing grass and selling products that don’t stop us from killing
grass, they can sometimes be found out in a field or on a lake killing something else. Here
are a _few of our members displaying their Cro-Magnon tendencies toward hunting and
gathering . . .

Scott Speiden (ltasca C.C.), Jordan the Wonder-Retriever,
Charlie Brugler (Bojo Turf Supply), Mike Mumper (Park
Ridge C.C.), and Grace the City Dog Who Can't Hunt a Lick
with their fine tally of pheasants from a recent hunt.

Rich Schau of Lesco, Inc., shows off his 36" muskie,
which was caught in a lake in a state in more-than-a-
few-but-less-than-several feet of water with something
attached to the line to catch it. True fishermen are
very coy about divulging information. Rich’s guests, Bob
Kohlstedt of Fox Bend G.C. and Dave Braasch
of Hughes Creek G.C, sadly netted only
a couple dozen “bottle bass.”

Jason Dempsay of Snodeen, Inc.,

gives new meaning to the phrase
“carry-all,” toting the 12-point,

225-1b. field-dressed buck that

he bagged (in this case, boxed)

off hole #5 of a local golf course.

The deer received a net score of 161-7/8
(I presume for style points demon-
strated while responding to the arrow).

D.B.A. Bil Boyd

Timberline
Golf Course Remodeling
and Renovation

J{a&ter f the L}/zé g

Burdett’s, Inc.
INNOVATIVE MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS

Let Timberline bring your next project into the
next millenium as a turnkey operation Glen EPII;)n Bltx62015388 2458
1807 Darien Club Drive, Darien, lllinois 60561 Toll Free (888) TURF-888

(630) 963-9088, pgr (630) 850-0158, voice (630) 732-9088
Local (630) 545-2474

Fax (630) 545-2782

24 January 2002 On Course



At the November 14, 2001,
meeting, the MAGCS Board of
Directors;

* Announced the formation of an ad
hoc committee to investigate and
facilitate the transfer of certain
MAGCS operations to Midwest

BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

(Luke Strojny, Kevin DeRoo, Fred
Behnke) and past presidents Brian
Bossert and Don Ferreri will sit on
the committee.

¢ Confirmed deadlines for the 2002
MAGCS Scholarship competition.
Entries will be due by March 31,

* Voted to donate $13,000 to the
[llinois Turfgrass Foundation. This
donation matched 2000’s gift.

* Voted to donate $1,000 to the
Evans Scholars Foundation and
$1,000 rto the Secret Santa Fund.

2002.

Golf House. This year’s officers

Kerry Anderson

Sales Representative
CHIPCO® Prolessional Products

5% Aventis

Aventis Environmental Science

4819 Strong Road
Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Tel. (815) 923-1323

Fax (B15) 356-9577

Mobile (847) 910-3130

e-mail: Kerry Anderson@aventis.com

Deep-Tine Aerification
Vert-Drain 7316

1S

TURF Conce

Specializing in fine
turf cultivation

630-985-2674
Downers Grove, IL

ICE-MELT
PRODUCTS

PELLETS: 90 % CaCl FLAKE: 77% CaCl

50 Ib. bags 50 Ib bags
ICEMELTER: 100% KCl REMOVE: K/Na/Mg
50 1b. bags combination 50 Ib bags
BLAZE: Ca/K/Na MELTMAN PLUS 50:
combination-50 Ib bags KCI/MgCl

=" v combination 50 Ib bags
LANDSCAPE: Ca coated urea
50 Ib bags ROCK SALT: NaCl
BULK ROCK SALT: Allyps 0 and 801b bags
treated to help prevent caking.  UREA: 46-0-0 granular

50 Ib bags

22 to 25 tons delivered A

L
ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

W ATCIESETLCOMm

N 543 Diens Dr. 80S0W. 186th St. %/
|  Wheeling, IL 60090 Tinley Park, IL 60477
\  ph:847-537-2177  ph: 708-444-2177 !
/A ftax:847-537-2210  fax:708-444-2199 S

* 1.2 ACRES PER HOUR AT 4X4 SPACING

Other spacing available from 2x4 to 6x4
* MAXIMUM INFILTRATION

Patented planetary action fractures instead of glazes
* MINIMUM DISTURBANCE

slices or cores to 4" with less cleanup and loss of play

G AR Phone (815)
MIDWEST 469-8500
TURE & TRACTOR 30':'(708)

01-8500
e wsl) Sretyiiemse

Division of Christensen Power Equipment Inc.
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Nostalgia, Retlection
Mark 49th Annual

More than 150 members of the MAGCS convened at Medinah C.C. on November 7,
2001, for the 49th Annual Midwest Turf Clinic. Sterling weather by November stan-
dards made for a few absentees (toiling at their courses, no doubt), but those in
attendance enjoyed an unusual and intriguing program that celebrated the Midwest’s
75th anniversary. Part history lesson, part exercise in clairvoyancy, the program
afforded the opportunity to reflect on the past, comment on the present and anticipate the
future. Featured speakers included Carl Hopphan, Bob Maibusch and Mike Bavier.
Panelists Ed Fischer, Pete Lenzinger, Danny Quast and Paul Voykin participated in o
roundtable Q & A, while Dy. Willinm Meyer covered the science angle with "Genetic
Enhancement of Turfgrass for Golf Courses.”

Keynote speaker Paul Konrad,
zany weather forecaster for WGN’s
morning news, discussed how Sep-
tember 11 has impacted television
news and touched upon the art of
meteorology. Konrad hung around
for the presentation of the 2001 Ray

Gerber Editorial Award to Henry
Michna of Winnetka G.C.

The day concluded with the
clection of officers (Luke Strojny -

president, Kevin DeRoo - vice-

president, Fred Behnke =

secretary/treasurer) and new Board

The Lake Park High School choir began Carl Hopphan started the members (Luke Cella and Dave

the day with a lovely rendition of morning session with a Braasch) and the reelection of
"America the Beautiful." "History of the MAGCS." director Tim Anderson.

Bob Maibusch, CGCS Ed Fischer, CGCS, Dan Quast, CGCS, Keynot GN
spoke on the "Evolution Paul Voykin and Peter Leuzinger, CGCS — ﬁegﬁe;?fg?:?h?f gigf,’;{fedof :;Te
of Turfgrass Maintenance the "Statesmen of the MAGCS. " weather, local newscasting and how to

Equipment.” dress for a speaking engagement.
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MAGCS EVENT
Cathy Miles Ralston Editor
John Gurke, CGCS Contributing Editor

Midwest Turt Clinic

[ 8 e
MAGCS past presidents turned out en masse for the Midwest Turf Clinic during the Association’s
75th-anniversary year. Pictured here are, front row, L to R: Albie Staudt, Brian Bossert,
John Berarducci, Fred Opperman, Don Ferreri, Dave Meyer. Back row, L to R: Paul Voykin,
Pete Leuzinger, Ed Braunsky, Bob Maibusch, Don Cross, Joel Purpur, Ed Fischer, Ted Woehrle, Mike Bavier.

Henry Michna, CGCS receives Dr. Bill Meyer filled us Mike Bavier, CGCS attempted

the Ray Gerber Editorial Award in on "Genetic Enhancement to enter the bar after his talk—
from Fred Opperman. of Turfgrass for Golf Courses." “"MAGCS—A Vision for the Future"—

but was thwarted by two of
Medinah's finest bouncers.

Don Ferreri, CGCS accepts the customary Brian Bossert, CGCS passes the

"in recognition of your many years gavel to incoming president First-time host Tom Lively,

of service blah blah blah" gift from Luke Strojny, CGCS. CGCS with the coveted
outgoing president Brian Bossert, CGCS. framed issue of

To ensure this authentic game-worn On Course magazine.

Cub jersey was clean, Brian procured
it from Todd Hundley.
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COMMENTARY

Pat Gross Director

USGA Green Section, Southwest Region

Turf Conferences:

Professional Opportunity
Oor Waste of Time?

Winter is the time when several educational opportunities arvise for super-
intendents to attend turf conferences and seminars. With so many seminars and
meetings to choose from, it is possible to spend a substantinl amount of time away from
the course. This can prompt managers and course officials to start wondering if the
seminars arve a legitimate educational opportunity for the superintendent or just o
chance to waste the club’s time and money for relaxation away from the course.

For some courses with tight
budgets, it is difficult for the super-
intendent to justify the time and
expense to attend conferences and
seminars. A recent article in the New
Zealand Turf Management Journal
by Richard Odgers offers some great
points regarding the importance of
attending seminars and helping to
justify such attendance to your club
management.

Time Off

Some may argue that attending
seminars is simply time off. True, it
is time off, but for the purpose of
professional development to allow
superintendents to do a better job. It
is so casy to get tunnel vision when
looking at the same golf course day
after day. A seminar, conference or
simply visiting another course down
the road provides an opportunity to
challenge your current method of
operation, pick up new tips and com-
pare notes with other professionals.

Work

Attendance at a seminar is defi-
nitely work-related and should not be
considered personal time. Skeptical
managers or course officials might
object that yvou went to the same
conference last year or that the
expense of the seminar is just more
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money spent on nothing. Odgers
related an old story about Albert
Einstein, who asked one of his
students to hand out the weekly test
paper he just finished writing. After
the papers were handed out, one of
the students spoke up and informed
Einstein that the test contained the
same questions as last week. “True,”
replied Einstein, “but this week, the
answers are different.” The point is
that as superintendents, you are faced
with many of the same challenges and
high expectations, but you are
expected to come up with new and
innovative answers to solve these
problems and produce even better
golf course conditions. Attendance at
a seminar and collaborating with
colleagues can help you come up with
some of these answers, and possibly
help you learn from someone else’s
experience or mistake.

Value

~ The money spent on attending a
seminar is a good value to the course
and your employer. Many industry
professionals, including company
representatives, consultants, featured
speakers and fellow superintendents,
are typically in attendance, providing
a great opportunity to ask questions
and pick their brains cither during the
formal presentations or in casual

conversation during the breaks or
lunch. Chances are, somebody in the
audience has experience with the same
problems facing you. It is also impor-
tant for you to report back to your
committee or employer on what you
learned at the conference. You may
wish to make a short written report
outlining the important information
gathered at the seminar and how it
might impact your staff and golf
course maintenance operation. Also,
don’t forget to thank your employer
for the opportunity to attend the
conference and seminar and let them
know what a valuable experience it
was for you and your club.

When conference season is in
full swing, it is important to schedule
your time to make the most of the
available educational opportunities.
Information is changing at a rapid
pace, and it is important for super-
intendents to tap into all the available
resources at their disposal. Trade
journals and the Internet are a good
starting point, but these references
cannot provide the valuable personal
interaction, camaraderie and enthu-
siasm of attending a conference in

person. \ “ (



JANUARY
On Course With the President, “A Smattering Thar Matters,” Brian Bossert

Director’s Column, “Being a Leader Mcans Asking Yourself Tough Questions,”
Mike Mumper

*Contemplating a New Maintenance Facility? Before You Build,” Kevin DeRoo
“Luke Strojny -N- Poplar Creck Country Club,” John Gurke

“How Large Is Large Enough? A Mathematical Approach for Determining
the Proper Size of a Tee,” Paul Vermeulen

“It’s A Wonderful Life,” Bradley Anderson

The Way We Were

“the Bull Sheet,™ John Gurke

“2000 Holiday Dinner Dance Recap,” Kevin DeRoo

FEBRUARY
On Course With the President, “Thoughts for Winter’s Waning Days,”
Brian Bossert

Director’s Column, “Winter's Harvest: A New Crop of Resolutions,”
Kevin DeRoo

“A Pebble Beach Diary,” Dave Ward

“Looking at the Past to See the Future,” Gary Hearn

“Why Do I Do This?!,” Anthony Frandria

“Did 1 Learn Anything New Today?,™ Robert LaChance

The Way We Were, “Everybody’s Crazy *Bout a Sharp-Dressed Man™
“the Bull Sheet,™ John Gurke

MARCH
On Course With the President, *Hats Off . . .,” Brian Bossert

Director’s Column, “The Long-Range Planning Committee: Looking Ahead
to Our Next 75 Years,” 'En:d e o

“Suppression of Early Spring Sceding of Poa annua L.," Randy Kane, Ph.D.
“Are You in the Gray on Snow Mold?,” Curt Franklin

“Nick Hongisto -N- Schaumburg Golf Club,” Dave Braasch

*“How to Choose a Crabapple for Your Golf Course,” Thomas L. Green, Ph.D,
The Way We Were, “A Legend and His Leading Lady: Ray & Julia Gerber™
“the Bull Sheet,” John Gurke

APRIL
On Course With the President, “Don’t Forget the Staff,” Brian Bossert

Director’s Column, “Hospitality Room Remembered,” Paul Yerkes

“Spring-like Conditions in Late February Spell Trouble for Chicagoland,™
l§aul Vermeulen

“Here's Johnny!," Rich Daly

“Dan Albaugh -N- Ruffled Feathers Golf Club,™ Bob McCallum

“The Roaring Twenties: The Birth of the Mid-West Greenkeeper's Association,”

John Gurke
“the Bull Sheet,” John Gurke
The Way We Were, “These Boots Were Made for Walkin™

MAY

On Course With the President, “Public Relations: Gerting Out of the Barn,™
Brian Bossert

Director’s Column, *He’s Baa-ack!,” George Minnis

“Evaluation of Native Midwestern Plants at Three Chicago-Area Golf Courses,”
Tom Voigt, Ph.D.

“How's the Weather Inside?,” Fred Behnke

“Phil Zeinert, CGCS -N- Kishwaukee Country Club,” Jim McNair

“The Thirties: Golf and the Midwest Greenkeeper's Association Weather
the Grear Depression,” Erwin McKone

“the Bull Sheer,” John Gurke
The Way We Were

JUNE !
On Course With the President, “Take Me to the River,” Brian Bossert

Director’s Column, “An Education Rumination,” Gary Hearn

*Morale and Leadership: Buzzwords for the 21st Century,” Henry Michna
“Over the Banks We Go,” Scotr Speiden

“Ronald Fox -N- Point ' Woods,”™ Charles Anfield

“The Forties: Golf Takes a Back Seat During The War Years,” Charles Anfield
“the Bull Sheet,™ John Gurke

The Way We Were, “Do-It-Yourself for Avid Golfers™

SE

2001 ARTICLE INDEX

JULY

On Course With the President, “How About An Update?,” Brian Bossert
Director’s Column, “Scholarly Pursuits,” Luke Strojny

“The CDGA Dedicares Midwest Golf House™

“The Secret World of the Night Water Man,” Pete Vandercook

“The Rock -n- Roll Fifties: Golf Becomes Everyman’s Game,”
Larry Tomaszewski

“Don’t Panic—Plan! A Guide to Paying for College,” Larry Tomaszewski
“Jim McNair/Harry Lovero -N- Orchard Valley,™ Shane Kissack

“the Bull Sheet,” John Gurke

The Way We Were, “Everything Old Is New Again™

“Brenda Ferreri, Eric Fischer Earn First-Ever MAGCS Scholarships™

AUGUST

On Course With the President, “Just Today,” Brian Bossert
Director’s Column, *2001: A Golf Odyssey,” Phil Zeinert
“In Memory of Tod Hopphan,” John Gurke
“Remembering John Buck,™ Jim McNair

*Is Dollar Spot Evalving into an Uncontrollable Beast?,” Randy Kane, Ph.D.
“Dan Tully -N- White Hawk Country Club,” Dave Braasch
“The "60s: Milestones and Mayhem,” Dave Braasch

“The Push for Effluent Irrigation,” Dr. John Stier

“Special Blend™

“the Bull Sheer,™ John Gurke

The Way We Were

PTEMBER
On Course With the President, “75th-Anniversary Heroes,” Brian Bossert

Director’s Column, “A Few Thoughts from the New Kid on the Block,”
Tim Anderson

“Caleium, the New Vogue,” Joel Simmons

“Mark Bobb -N- Barrington Hills Country Club,” Larry Tomaszewski
“A Tale of Two Seventies,” Jim McNair

*My Friend and Mentor—Ray Gerber,” Fred Opperman

“the Bull Sheet,” John Gurke

The Way We Were, “Plotting Our Progress™

OCTOBER

On Course With the President, “Celebrate Fall,™ Brian Bossert

Director’s Column, “Time to Step Up: Host a Monthly Meeting at Your Club,”
Mike Mumper

“Employee Orientation — It’s a Start,” Tim Anderson

“Dudley Smith -N- Silver Lake Country Club,” Erwin McKone

“The ‘Radical’ 1980s,” Shane Kissack

“2000-2001 Ray Gerber Editorial Award Contestants,” Fred Opperman

“the Bull Sheet,” John Gurke

The Way We Were

NOVEMBER

On Course With the President, “Home Hole,” Brian Bossert

Director’s Column, “The Good Samaritan,” Don Ferren

“Soul Food: Voykin's Russian Borscht,™ Paul Voykin

“Thomas Lively -N- Medinah Country Club,” Bob McCallum

“The Nineties: Golf’s Boom Parallels America’s Prosperity,” Jon Jennings
“A Thanksgiving Reflection: Profound Gratitude,”™ Dan Murray

“the Bull Sheet,” John Gurke

The Way We Were, “Like Mike, 1 Wanna Be Like Mike™

DECEMBER

On Course With the President, *“MAGCS Will Kecp ‘Making Change®,"
Luke Strojny

Director’s Column, “No Bull: The History and Legacy of Your Magazine,”
John Gurke

“There Is Life After the Golf Course,” Fred Opperman

“Linking Our Past to Our Future,” Cathy Miles Ralston

“A Diamond in the Rough,” Len Zichm

“MAGCS - A Vision for the Future,” Mike Bavier

*The Evolution of the Golf Course Superintendent,” GCSAA

The Way We Were, “The Way We Were . . . And Stll Are™

“the Bull Sheet,” John Gurke

“A Gala Evening Commemorates 75 Years,” Cathy Miles Ralston

“Honoring Dudley Smith on His Home Turf: Silver Lake Hosts ITF Fall Golf
Day /MAGCS College Scramble,™ Jim Shone

“The Hlinois PGA's Golf Hall of Fame Inducts Ray Gerber,”
Cathy Miles Ralston
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MIDWEST VOICES

Bob Lively, CGCS McHenry C.C.

A Tribute to Gary Adams

On June 24, 2001, the
McHenry C.C. and Taylor
Made/Adidas Golf came
together to celebrate the life
of Gary Adams.

For those of you that didn’t
know Gary Adams, you are still
probably connected to him in some
way, just by the clubs that you carry
in your own golf bag. In 1979, by
manufacturing and  successfully
marketing woods made of stainless
steel, Adams initiated a transfor-
mation in golf equipment that
spanned the world of golf. “He was a
visionary,” said Don Hojnacki, a
lifelong friend and golfing partner.
“No one was using metal woods, now
no one uses wood woods anymore.”

Although metal woods have
been around since the late 19th
century, Adams revised the woods
with a perimeter-weighted design,
and they became the club of choice
for both young and old.

In 1984, Adams was named
“Man of the Year” by the National
Golf Foundation. He left Taylor
Made in 1988 and started the
Founders Golf Club Company,
featuring more sophisticated metal
wood designs, moving more weight
to the center of the club face. Soon
after, in 1991, he was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer; he sold the com-
pany in 1992,

Though he fought and beat the
discase, Adams lost most of his
intestines due to the intense radiation
treatments. Unable to eat solid food
for ncarly two years, his weight
dropped nearly 60 pounds. Terribly
gaunt but continually interested in
golf, Adams founded McHenry
Metals in 1997, naming his new
business after his hometown. In
1999, he developed severe pneumo-
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nia, resulting in the removal of his left
lung. At the age of 56, on the first
Sunday of the new millennium, Gary
Adams died in his home.

“He had such a short life and so
much to dream about and accom-
plish,” Hojnacki said. “He never
tooted his own horn.” A lot of people
in McHenry had no idea how promi-
nent Gary was in the world of golf,
and how very dedicated he was to his
hometown.

Taylor Made Golf Company
approached Hojnacki (a McHenry
C.C. member) with plans for a
memorial for Gary Adams a few
months after Adams’ death. Hojnacki
brainstormed with Adams’ family and
friends, and came up with an idea for
a bridge over the creck on McHenry
C.C.’s signature no. 8 hole, where
Gary learned to play the game. A
memorial plaque, to be mounted on
one of the bridge’s endcaps, will mark
a permanent place for Adams in the
history of McHenry.

Adams’ family members were
the first to cross the Memorial Bridge
at the dedication ceremony.

“This bridge is symbolic of
Gary’s pioneering spirit, one that
brought technology and the core
golfer together,” said John Stienbach,
marketing and PR director for Taylor
Made/Adidas Golf. “And it’ll be a
reminder for everyone that plays this
course that a small-town boy with
dreams made a difference in the lives
of millions worldwide.”

“Gary is an international figure,
known all over the world in golf
circles,” said his father, Vale Adams
(former McHenry C.C. golf pro).
“He could see things other people
couldn’t see. He had a terrific under-
standing of the golf business and
could see concepts that few others
could understand.”



