
COMPOST
Think of it as REALLY GOOD Topsoil

that doesn't have weeds
that contains about eight times the organic matter in topsoil
that contains active families of beneficial microbes
that contains useful micro-nutrients
that's been used successfully by superintendents all over Chicagoland

for improvingturf, repairing divots, planting decorative beds,
jumpstarting sod, transplanting shrubs and trees - and just about
anywhere they need things to grow quickly and well

Available Year Around

'.~reenCycleSM

'~'LandscapeProducts

GreenCycle Incorporated
400 Central Avenue, Suite 200

Northfield, Illinois 60093
847-441-6606

BayerEty

• Bayleton
• Compass

• Merit
• Dylox
• And more

-syngenta
• Banner GL, ivlA,,'LX& MAX-X LinkPak

• Primo MAXX & MAXX LinkPak
• Subdue MA ..'LX & MA,,'LX LinkPak

• Daconil products
• Heritage
• Medallion
• And more

chipco~
Professional Products

• Chipco 26GT
• Signature

• Banol
• Deltagard

• Sevin
• Proxy
• And more

Rcindcrs will donatc $5 to thc ITF for cvcry casc of Hcritagc and Daconil purchased. -

Fertilizer • Grass Seed • Fungicides • Insecticides • IIerbicides • Spreaders • Trimmers • Tee & Green Supplies

Bmce Schweiger
608-206-3500

Solutions & Supplies for the Green Industry
www.reinders.com

Scott Adams
630-632-8468
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FROM THE EDITOR

What Is This Magazine's Mission?
To educate) to entertain) to enlighten) certainly. Beyond this sacred trinity) though) I lvould
argue that On Course also exists to chronicle) to document) to preservefor posterity. Like the
New York Tin1es (and I may be skeweredfor dralving this comparison!) this magazine is a
publication of record. Its content reflects the history of the MAGGS in progress.

To better fulfill this aspect of
our mission, we're adding a few new
recurring columns in 2002. In most
issues, look for "Board Highlights,"
consisting of a few bullet points
describing the most recent Board of
Directors meeting. The column will
touch upon issues discussed and
actions taken. The inspiring elder
statesman of this Association, Mr.
Bob Williams, joins On Course as a
regular contributor with another
addition, "The Voice of Experience."

Unassuming as he is, Bob declined
my suggestion to title the column
"Williams' Wisdom," pointing out
that he intended to draw material
from many sources.

In February, look for "The Way
We Are"-a sequel to "The Way We
'vVere" series appearing throughout
200 I-and a fresh take on the classic
personality profile, reminiscent of the
Q & As that used to appear in the
Chicago TribuneJs Sunday magazine.

We hope you, our readers, enjoy
the content enhancement ... and as
always, we welcome your feedback,
comments and insights in our too-
seldom -seen "Midwest Voices"
column!

A happy and peaceful new year
to all,

Cathy Miles Ralston
Editor

Brought to you by the Midwest Association of GCS

~
COU', TU~ & SPfCWlY PAOOOCTS

For mora Information or to regJster, Call (800) 472-7878

~-~' IGCSAAo Education
GOLF COURSE

DRAINAGE:
ApPLICATION AND

DESIGN

Member Foe: $120
Nonmember Fee: $180

CEUs: 0.7; Code: 02R5049..()2

Wednesday, January 16, 2002
8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Oak Brook H1II5 Resort
Oak Brook, Il

Tuesday, January 15, 2002
8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Oak Brook Hills Resort
Olk Brook, IL

Member Fee: $120
Nonmember Fee: $180

CEUs: 0.1; Code: 02RS034-02

LAKE AND AQUATIC
PLANT MANAGEMENT

PlII 'Your ~allle ... (continued from pagc 5)

your next raise and they are not going
to think less of you if the course where
you work is not in the top 100.

Finally, there are some clubs or
organizations that will not host outside
events, especially "charity" events ... but
are the previously mentioned concerns
influencing the prevalence of this excuse?
'vVerealize that it is hard these days to
persuade "owners" to bypass revenues,
but this should not prevent anyone from
hosting. Cut the best deal that you can
and go from there. \Ve are not asking for
complete giveaways. In some cases, we
are charged the nll1 price and thanknllly,
the generosity of our commercial mem-
bers' sponsorship has kept the costs
down. If you need help negotiating, the
MAGCS directors are only a phone call
away. Be persuasive. After all, you talked
them into hiring you.

If you've never hosted a meeting
before, be aware that it may be a lot of
work and you 'JI experience some
minor "event stress," but it is very
rewarding. As far as notoriety goes, it
will definitely put your name on the
map in our industry. Come on ... be
Nlr. Vegas and go for it!

12 January 2002 On Course



Leaders in Service and Advanced Turfgrass Technology
Website: www.BTSIUSA.com • e-mail: info@BTSIUSA.com

24356 HARVEST HILLS ROAD • FRANKFORT, IL 60423
800-732-9401 • Fax: 815-469-8248

TEE & GREEN EQUIPMENT

iiiiiiiiiii------ .. -- ---------. ---. -----~ -!!!!!!!!!
Aqueduct, Break Thru, Clean Carbon,
Infiltrx, Primer

Turf Shield

True Foliar Feed Fertilizers

BioStimulants, Soil Amendments,
Biologicals, Nutrients

Blazon, Mirage

Soil Amendents

Lebanon Country Club, NXPro, ParEx

Zeneca, Regal, Clearys

True Surface Vibratory
Roller & Brush Systems

Accuform, ParAide, Standard

-- --- ------ -- --- --- ----- -~
AQUATROLS

BID WORKS
BID TURF GRO
EMERALD ISLE

MILLIKEN
PSA
GRANULAR FERTILIZERS
PLANT PROTECTANTS
EQUIPMENT

16335 S. Harlem Ave.
Tinley Park, Illinois 60477

708-444-7360
www.ruekert-mielke.com

• Irrigation Well Siting Studies

• Well Rehabilitation Evaluations

• Aquifer Testing &Analysis

• Ground Water Modeling

• Well and Well field Design

• Water Quality Studies

When You
Want it
Green ...

Aquifer Science & Technology

~k

6730 SOUTH STREET
TINLEY PARK, IL

(708)532-4723

Greases
Engine Oils
Hydraulic Oils
Gear Oils
Tank Installation

27310 W CASE RD
WAUCONDA, IL

(848)526-0007

Quality Energy Products
Since 1928

-...,)~

Diesel Fuels
Gasolines
Pumps
Heating Oils
Auto Trans Fluid
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AND NOW FOR SOMETHING
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT

John Gurke, CGCS Aurora c.c.

Anatomy of
a Photo Shoot
You might have noticed (and 1vehope you did) that the December issue of this magazine
featured something different-two covers. The idea 1vas to depict a ((then and now))
scenario sh01ving hmv the equipment and technology 1ve use in our profession have
changed since our Association)s infancy) 1vhile many other aspects of our profession have
remained amazingly the same. The case in point here is Chicago Golf Club) 1vhich looks
today very much as it did in 1926. We chose Chicago Golf for this very reason) as well
as for its rich history in golf and golf course maintenance.

vVith our grandiose plans in hand, we set about to
create some "film magic." En route to achieving our final
goal, we encountered many unexpected hardships-
hoity-toity models demanding dressing trailers and
personal assistants, temperamental photographers, cost
overruns, time constraints and a sun that would not sit still
even for ten minutes while we attempted the shoot. As
with every photo session, though, the snafus were quickly
addressed and the day proceeded incident-free. Take a
look at the following photo journal of the anatomy of a
photo shoot ...

( I ) - Ed, star that he is, arrives in his very own dress-
ing trailer with personal assistant Joy fi'om ]aynesway
Farms an hour before the shoot.

14 January 2002 On Course

(2) - Photographer Bill Ficht meticulously checks
the light while one-tenth of Jon Jennings' f.'1Ilcrew makes
last-minute site preparations.

(3) - The next step is the shooting of a Polaroid of
the planned finished shot to check for ... I don't actually
know, but it defInitely WAS the next step.



(4) - Asking an animal to stand still while being photographed can be
nearly futile, but Ed, with Joy's faithful assistance, was a true professional
through and through.

lET 1fT. 50 lIS (22.1115>

ISOTe~~
~.o("''',.:::~:.
fERTJUZER

(5 and 6) - The hard work pays
off and two-count 'em, two-
covers for On Course magazine are born.

We would like to thank all
the people who helped make this shoot
successful: Joy, Ed and all the nice folks
at Jaynesway; Jon Jennings, his staff and
the generous members of Chicago Golf
Club; Ygnacio Hernandez and Frank
Bucciferro, our human models; photog-
rapher Bill Ficin; and Nlother Nature for
providing us with a magnificent day.

any more aduanced and it would be a gouernment secret.
Lebanon Turf Product's exclusive Composite TechnologyTWCountry Club~ and IsoTek31~fertilizers offer you the best

in controlled release nitrogen. Composite Technology delivers better particle dispersion, better particle integrity and
the highest nitrogen activity of any homogeneous fertilizer made. For more information on IsoTek31or Composite

Technology Country Club contact your local Lebanon Distributor or call 1-800-233-0628.

COMPOSITE
TECHNOLOGY "Lebanon

TURF PRODUCTS
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A~
MIDWEST GROUNDCOVERS

THE PETER ORUM NURSERIES@

MIDWEST
GROUNDCOVERS

Groundcovers and More:

• Broadleaf Euonymus • Deciduous Shrubs • Vines

• Perennials • Hardy Lwdscape Roses • Evergreen Shrubs

• Ornamenral Grasses • Narive Prairie Planrs • Groundcovers

P.O. Box 748 • ST. CHARLES, IL 60174

847-742-1790 • FAX 847-742-2655

Visit Us At: www.midwestgroundcovers.com
Nurseries Located on Route 25 North of St. Charles

The Groundcover Specialists
PROPAGATORS AND GROWERS OF GROUNDCOVERS,

PERENNIALS, SHRUBS, EVERGREENS AND NATIVES

Get rid of those
##0/0 GEESE TODAY!
STATIC DISPLAYS DON'T WORK.

Dogs are expensive. Instead use safe, harmless
noisemakers to INVADE the pest's territory with

irregular movemen and intimidating soup<w~
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MAIN STREET
11 MILES WEST
OF BATAVIA, IL

::llI~lt:
__ 2040 Lehigh Avenue

Glenview, IL 60025
HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC. Telephone 847.724.8660
I R RIG A T ION Fax 847.724.8659
SYSTEMS

* Irrigation & Pump Station Design

* Irrigation Installation

* Drainage Systems

* Pump Station Installation

* Irrigation Pipe & Supplies

* Pond Aerators

http://www.midwestgroundcovers.com
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NORTH AMERICA'S
#1 VERTI-DRAIN DISTRIBUTOR

BUILT ON EXPERIENCE, SERVICE
& CUSTOMER SATISFACTION!

fertiLizers so good,
we put our name

on them.

QUALITY CONTRACTINGI

(800) 411-5115
www.uhsonline.com

UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers are a product of
United Horticultural Supply

Contact your local UHS representative
for more information.

Performance and quality is one thing,
genuine value for our customers is another .

Genuine value comes only when you're able
to gather the best components on the market,
combine them in a way for the best possible
performance, then deliver that combination

in the best possible manner.

That's United Horticultural Supply and
UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers~M We've done
all the work so you get the results you're after.

You have our name on it.
Redexim/Charterhouse

VERTI-SEED

• Verti-Drain@ Deep-tine Aeration
• Complete Turf Renovation
• Fairway Overseeding
• Custom Putting Green Seeding

1-800- 748- 7497
Bryan Wood, Owner

Serving the Industry for over 15 years

Redexim/Charterhouse
VERTI-DRAIN
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6730 SOUTH STREET
TINLEY PARK, IL

(708)532-4723

Reduction of dry spots

Optimum root development

Faster grow-in (seeding &
sprigging)

Complete chelated
micron utrients

Deep, even color throughout
the year

Non-phytotoxic, non-polluting
formula

ROOTS 1>2>3

27310 W CASE RD
WAUCONDA, IL

(848)526-0007

A Tradition - More Than 60 Years
Of Complete, Dependable, Economical Tree Service

For Private Estates, Municipalities, Schoo&., Industrial Areas,
Parks and Golf Courses

( 847) 475 --1877
912 Pitner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202

~:;;$'*'t:;-ili~:::~~~*:m~~;:~~Wrtll~1~:~:~

"The Water 'Q.uaIity Compa~y"
/

",1"/
,{

Testing • Evaluation • Treatment
I

I ¥HAIRWAY !@
WATER TREATMENT AMENDMENT

\
E~c1~-s!ve(Distributorof the

, :\

Prime TurfSeli~~. 900 Iniectio~ ..,~tation
'%~'~-\~hrQniMJiNMg@&%'I*;@:ii

For AllYour WateJ'QualitY«Nieds Call:
'. \ itY

),\ ' p'

14200 S. Parker RoaD~ Lqckport, IL 60441
(800) 677-8097 • Fox: (fl08) 301-3351

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.
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THE VOICE OF EXPERIENCE
Bob Williams Retired

Applied philosophy is a prerequisite for all successful golf course superintendents. Thus)
we present here selectionsfrom a collection of philosophical opinions that I have found to
be useful in my past career and that I feel are Jvell Jvorth passing along to the present
generation of our profession.

This subject matter has previously
been approached in print by Leo Feser
in his column "Feser's Philosophies"
when he was editing the GCSAA maga-
zine during the war years. In addition,
Fred Behnke also composed a fine arti-
cle on philosophy for the October 2000
issue of 011 Course. Both Leo's column
and Fred's article were very well done.

Let's get started.
• The main backbone of all success-

ful management in all of industry
is the application of prudent man-
agement philosophy.

• The primary professional objective
of golf course superintendents is
the maintenance and development
of golf courses for the active and
passive recreation of all people.

• Herb Graffis, one of golf's greatest
journalists and editor of Golfdo11l
magazine, stated at our annual
conference in 1958 that one of
the golf course superintendent's
professional problems was that,
at that time, we were speaking out
to ourselves too much instead of
to the public. (Perhaps this was a
prompting for the changes we have
seen initiated by GCSAA in recent
years.) Also at the 1958 confer-
ence, in the same speech, Herb
said, "About the only time some
superintendents see the club's
financial statement is when they
are cleaning out the club man-
ager's wastebasket." (Forty-four
years has sure made a difference,
Herb!) ~

51ffiplot

Migratorv Bird Manaqement
Have Dogs Will Travel

Border Collies

GOOSE CONTROL
Harold Frederickson

Ifwe don't answer our phone
wem tHl ~ wild 90Me chose

708-361-6772

..
.Delivering

'Total Solutions

Programs Tanored to Fit
What You Need
Contact Simplot .Partn~rs:

BrionBoker (630) 514:8744 525 EnterpriseStreet
Tim Keating (630) 514.8997 Aurora,IL 60504
John Lebedevs(630) 514-8745 Phone(630) 499-1966
Cubby O'Brien (630) 514-8754 .

www.slmplotpartnen.com
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The North Central Turfgrass Exposition was held November 27-29 at
the Pheasant Run Resort, and was another great event. Highlights from
the expo included Brent Wadsworth of Wadsworth Golf Construction
receiving the ITF Distinguished Service Award-long overdue for Brent
and all he has done for our industry. Another bright spot was the award-
ing of scholarship checks to the many deserving students in the state to
allow them to further pursue their careers in the turf industry. Congratu-
lations to Brent and all the scholarship winners, and to Jack Lagerhausen
and the folks at ITF for another fine NCTE.

John GUrllC) CGCS
Contributing Editor

January 15 - "Lake and Aquatic
Plant l\1anagement" seminar
brought to you by GCSAA and
MAGCS at Oak Brook Hills
Resort, Oak Brook, IL.

January 16 - "Golf Course
Drainage: Application and
Design" seminar brought to
you by the same people who did
honors on January 15.

January 17 - J.W. Turf's Grind-
ing Seminar at Westmoreland
Country Club, Julius Albaugh,
CGCS host. More details below.

January 21 - The Rutgers Pro-
fessional Golf Turf Management
School in New Brunswick, New
Jersey. Call 732-932-9271 for
info.

January 24 - MAGCS monthly
meeting at Arrowhead Golf Club,
Bob Breen host.

famous words of AI Michaels,
"Do you believe in miracles? Yes!"

As mentioned above, J .W. Turf will
be holding a grinding seminar at
Westmoreland Country Club on the
17th. It starts at 8:00 a.m. and ends
at approximately 2:30 p.m. The
session is free of charge and lunch
is provided. Bob Bevans of Bernhard
will be demonstrating. Interested
parties can call 920-485-2859 for
reservations.

Congratulations to Dan Anderson,
CGCS on his promotion to Deputy
Dawg (deputy director of parks and
recreation, that is) for the City of

Aurora. Dan had been serving as golf
course superintendent for the city-
owned Fox Valley Golf Club for the
past 12-plus years, and will now see it
from a different perspective. Good
luck in your new position, Dan.

If you haven't responded to Brad
Anderson's mailing about your
club's "family tree" of past superin-
tendents, please do so quickly-this
is a great opportunity to find out a
little history about the golf course
where you work. And if you find
anything out about Aurora C.C.'s
past superintendents, give me a call.

Also, another reminder (this will be
the only time all year I mention this
in the column): Please turn off all
beeping and ringing gadgets while
attending a monthly meeting.
Remember to show the proper
courtesy to our speakers and hosts.
Thank you.

(co1lti1lued 011 page 22)

Februarv 3 - 10 - GCSAA Inter-
nationa( Golf Course Conference
and Show in Orlando, Florida,
Mickey and Goof)' hosts....................•..................
February 28 - J .'vV.Turf's John
Deere Service School. Location
and inf<Jrmation to come.

Happy New Year!

'vVe've received some troubling news
from our great friend John Ebel,
who has been enjoying his retire-
ment with his wife Juanita in Sun
City, Arizona. John has learned he
has a cancerous tumor in his brain
and that it is inoperable. This is the
time for all of us to stop what we arc
doing and send our best thoughts
and prayers to John and Juanita-we
know about John's devout faith in
God, and he 'vVILL hear us. In the
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Carl Hopphan (L) and
Randy Wahler, CGCS (R)
with 2001 ITF Distin-
guished Service Award
winner Brent
Wadsworth.

These people will soon be taking our jobs-they are this year's ITF scholarship
winners. Back ro\ov,L to R: Alan Hill, Phil Burke, Justin Schroeder,

Greg Zumbahl, Allen Wall. Front ro\ov,L to R: lack Anderson, Jennifer Gates,
Connor Healy, Adam Pierce. Not pictured: Phil Bliler from SIU.


