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Coyotes are a common (and often welcome) sight on Chicago-area golf courses.
This portrait of a coyote amidst a snowy landscape appears courtesy of Tom Maple
of Ingleside, who has won awards for his nature photography. Tom will be inducted
into the Illinois Basketball Coaches Association's Hall of Fame this April.
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The Midwest A ociation of Golf ourse uperintendents (MAG S), founded December 24,
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include pre ervation and di semination of
scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.
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individual and collective pre tige of the member.
The MA member is al 0 an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surrounding by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that i beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.
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ON COURSE
WITH THE PRESIDENT

Luke Strojny, CGCS Poplar Creek G. C.

What the Midwest
Elves Have Been

Up To Lately
I am sure that by now) most of us are in winter mode. The pace of life has slowed down and things
are a little less hectic. It is the perfect time to reflect on what was successful and what did not work
so well last year.

Our executive secre-
tary, George Minnis,
has come up with a
great idea to help
decreasepostage, copy-
ing and stationery
expenses.Beginning
in March, members
will be able to receive
all MAGGS corre-
spondence via e-mail.
Members will also be
able to register for
meetings on the Web
site using a credit
card. In this day of
electronic everything,
I am very excited
about this new mem-
ber service and hope
it is heavily used.
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Now is the time to prepare for the 2002 golfing season. As superinten-
dents, there is so much we must complete before the new season begins. New
equipment to be ordered, chemical and fertilizer programs to be evaluated and
products to be purchased. The off-season is also the time to sharpen our skills
as superintendents. Many education opportunities are available to take advan-
tage of, including the GCSAA conference and our own MAGCS March
meeting. I do know how many times I have been asked, "What do you do all
winter?" and when I tell them all that I do, I get that deer-in-the-headlights
look followed by, "I never realized that there was so much involved in your
job." I usually reply with, "What do you think, the golf course elves come in
during the winter and get everything ready for the next year?"

The MAGCS "elves" have also been very busy this winter. Back in early
December, the Executive Board met to formulate the 2002 budget. Although
I have been involved in the process before, this year's process was extremely
smooth. Thanks to the efforts of Brian, Kevin and Fred, we were able to bal-
ance the budget with ease. The 2002 budget will have revenues and expenses
each totaling more than $318,000. As our Association continues to grow, it is
becoming increasingly important to keep expenses in line with revenues. Our
executive secretary, George Minnis, has come up with a great idea to help
decrease postage, copying and stationery expenses. Beginning in March, mem-
bers will be able to receive all MAGCS correspondence via e-mail. Members
will also be able to register for meetings on the Web site using a credit card. In
this day of electronic everything, I am very excited about this new member ser-
ice and hope it is heavily used. George has informed me that as of late

December, more than 200 members had signed up for this service. I strongly
urge members wishing to cut down the amount of paper accumulating on their
desks to tart using this service. Please contact George if you want to sign up.

Many of the other committees have met and are planning this year's
activities or events. One of the biggest events we host is the Midwest hospital-
ity room at the GCSAA convention. Paul Yerkes has been hard at work
planning thi year's event, which will be held at the Omni Rosen in Orlando
on February 6 and 7. orne may not remember the days when the hospitality
room was held in a suite. The room was usually overcrowded with a tempera-
tur of well over 90 degrees. Thi year's event, again, will be held in a ballroom
etring. The ballroom setting has been well received by the membership and

continues to grow in size and cost. Expense for the 2001 room Dallas were
39,000 for the two nights. A big THANK YOU goes out to the sponsors of

the 2002 MAGCS hospitality room. If not for their generou support, this
event would not be 0 uccessful. In this time of corporate cutbacks, it is nice

(continued on page 37)



The Toro" Active In-Frame'
suspension twists around a
torsional joint to react
instantaneously to your terrain
for a smoother ride because the
wheels are always in firm
contact with the ground.

630-773-5555
FAX630-773-5459

The five/seven Contour' Plus
rotary cutting units achieve a
consistent height of cut by
accu rately followi ng

undulating ground contours.

630-773-5555
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Your Toro Partner "'---_

www.magcs.org 3

http://www.magcs.org


Introducing Landpride
Multi Injection Systems

The Only Unit On The Market
To Inject Dry Or Liquids
To The Root Of The Problem.
And Introducing The Star Of
The 1998 Masters - SubAir
Control The Root Zone
Through Science

Give Your Roots Some Air
With SubAir Precision
Injection Of Dry Or Liquid
Amendments With LandPride
Exclusively Distributed
By: Lewis Equipment
55 E. Palatine Rd.
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(847)537-6110 fax:(847)537-5736
Represented By: John Berarducci
Call The Bear: (847)367-7728

mobile: (847)347-5105
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN
Kevin DeRoo Bartlett Hills G.C.

A Round to
Remember

Sometimes things Just fall into place. This past yea]) I had the fortunate pleasure of living out a dream.
An impossible dream) or at least so I thought) if not for me being in the right place at the right time.
Oh yeah) and thanks to a whole lot ofgood fortune.

It is only very rarely
that you find yourself
on the receiving end
of an invitation to
comeplay not just
any golf course, but
THE golf course, the
golf course of which
all othergolf courses
are mere offspring.
Naturally, I am
talking about "The
Old Course" at St.
Andrews, and the
invite was right from
superintendent Eddie
Adams himself.

The place was the MAGCS hospitality suite in Dallas, the time last Feb-
ruary. As my newly made friend and I parted company, I still remember his
famous last words, "Ah man, eef yor evr ore me nek of da woods, coom plee
me gowf coors." (My nearest translation being: Kevin, if you are ever over in
my neck of the woods, come play my golf course.) Now, if you are in this pro-
fession, this is an offer we generally extend to our colleagues on a fairly regular
basis. It is only very rarely that you find yourself on the receiving end of an invi-
tation to come play not just any golf course, but THE golf course, the golf
course of which all other golf courses are mere offspring. aturally, I am talk-
ing about "The Old Course" at St. Andrews, and the invite was right from
superintendent Eddie Adams himself.

Not even in my wildest imagination could I conceive taking advantage of
such a gracious invitation. That is where good fortune comes in. I discovered
it helps having family residing on the other side of the pond as well. Currently,
my sister and her husband live in Amsterdam, Holland. From there, it is just
an hour flight to Edinburgh, Scotland. This is significant for me because then
my traveling on a European excursion to play golf quickly turns into going to
Europe to visit family ... and maybe playa little golf, too. That was much
more palatable for my lovely wife Cheryl, although my wanting her to come
with was what really sold her. For the sake of brevity, I will not be describing
our entire journey here. But, if you ever get the chance, I highly recommend
touring the beaches of northern France in a province called Normandy.

As I stated before, getting from Holland to cotland is normally a
one-hour flight. It is just a hop across the orth ea. We must have bought
into the platinum tour package, though, because our trip took eight hours.
It is not often you get to take off from an airport, fly for an hour and
crash-land at the same airport you ju t took off from then drink for free
for the next five hours while you wait for a new plane then board the plane
with 150 loaded Scotsmen with whom by now you hav become the best of
friends and try again. Upon landing in Edinburgh, we found we were still an
hour's drive from our ultimate de tination of St. Andrew. That is another
adventure altogether when you see your rental car with the teering wheel on
the wrong side, which begins to make sen e when you are driving, b cause you
do that on the wrong ide of the road. eedless to ay, getting there was only
half the fun.

Upon finally arriving on the hallowed ground of "The Old Course," I
tried to keep thing in perspective. I found it difficult to concentrate on my
golf game when I could still not believe I was there. From the outset, my goal

(continued on page 6)
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for the day were simple and attain-
able. 0 setting myself up for
disappointment, although I do not
believe that could have happened no
matter what my final score. All I really
wanted to accomplish was to break
100, shoot par on at least one hole
and enjoy the moment. That one was
a no-brainer. Oh yes, there was one
more goal. I really did not want to
embarra s myself off the first tee as
the spectators gather to watch each
foursome tee off.

My round was far from spectac-
ular. Those of you who have seen me
play, know my rounds never really
are. Destined to be a lifetime
18-handicapper, I guess. I managed
to snap a far hook off the first tee,
landing safely in the 18th fairway.

ot the best of drives, but far from
embarrassing. With two of my goals
already in hand before I even reached
th first green, I was sure the others
would follow. On the third hole, I got
my par; on the fourth, my caddie
found another one of my wayward
drive had ttled on a gravel cart
path. Forgetting for a moment where
I was I asked for a ruling. Eddie wa
quick to respond with, "Ah man, cun
yo see da bowl ... den h et da bowl."
(Meaning: Kevin, can you see the
ball? Then hit the ball!) 0 free lifts
here. On the eventh hole, I managed
to navigate my ball into my fir t
od-faced bunker, ix shots later

I managed to navigate it out. um-
ber nine I dro e the green, only to
three-putt for par. On the 11 th,
I fiv -putted for an 8; on the core-
card, they call that an "other." On 16,
I aw the fir t out-of-bounds take;
unfortunately, my ball was on the
wrong ide of them. On 17, I hit a
hotel with my drive finally got out
of a od-faced bunker in one, and
putted from a cart path and still
alvaged bogey. On 18, I finished

with my ninth par of the day. ouple
that with my three bogies and my
six "other" and I hot my mo t
memorable 95 ever.

In retrospect, my core 1S a
immaterial to me now a it wa then.
Looking back, the greatest feeling i
the fulfillm nt of a dream. I also
found that what I noticed most about

t. Andrew i not what i there, but
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what is not. When playing, I discov-
ered there are no trees, and not an
annual flower on the premises, yet it's
one of the most scenic places I've ever
been. There are no motorized golf
carts, no striped fairways, no mani-
cured rough, no painted hazards, and
no beverage cart or halfway house. In
essence, you will find no-frills golf.
Golf in its purest form, rich in tradi-
tion and natural as can be. Golf as it
was meant to be played, not the rev-
enue- based Americanized version to
which I have been accustomed.

I not only walked away with a
better appreciation for the game, but
for my profession as well. I learned
that sand bunkers should be a hazard
and the true meaning of "rough." I
learned free lifts are not an option,
and putting surfaces do not need to
be rolling at 10 or 11 feet to be chal-
lenging. Houses don't really belong
on golf courses and "grasshoppers"
are really caddies in the states. I also
learned that the Scottish are the
nicest and funniest people I have ever
met and that 18 holes of golf can be
played in less than four hours, even
on a busy day. And finally, I learned
that dreams are so much better when
shared with family and friends.

I not only walked
away with a better
appreciation for
thegame, but for
my profession as well.

A special thanks to my sister Sue
and her husband Joe Baker, for mak-
ing this trip possible. I thank my
brother Mike and his wife Sue for
traveling 7,000 miles just to play a
round of golf with me. I thank my
wife Cheryl for having the courage to
get back on a plane after we crash-
landed once and for being our trip
photographer. And last, I would sin-
cerely like to thank Eddie Adams who
proved to me that, "The bigger they
are ... the nicer they are." He cer-
tainly gave me a round to remember.

"'i~Aw

If the bridge looks familiar, that's because it's the most
photographed bridge in golf: the Swilken Bridge on hole 18

. of IIThe Old Course" at St. Andrews, to be precise.
Pictured are (L to R)Joe Baker, Mike DeRoo, Eddie Adams and Kevin DeRoo.



COMPOST
Think of it as REALLY GOOD Topsoil

• that doesn't have weeds
• that contains about eight times the organic matter in topsoil
• that contains active families of beneficial microbes
• that contains useful micro-nutrients
• that's been used successfully by superintendents all over Chicagoland

for improvingturf, repairing divots, planting decorative beds,
jumpstarting sod, transplanting shrubs and trees - and just about
anywhere they need things to grow quicklyand well

AvailableYear Around

GreenCycle Incorporated
400 Central Avenue, Suite 200

Northfield, Illinois 60093
847-441-6606

',71' reenCycleSM

'Landscape Products

Decide to reduce in-season reel maintenance
BUSB BOG TURF
Reel and Bedknife Grinders

~ elf-contained coolant system and standard
Lexan shielding provides maximum operator safety

~ hange from reel to bedknife sharpening in three minutes
~ pin grind AND relief grind without setup change
~ harpen in or out of frame
~ olid Cast bed with 2" polished and protected guide rails
~ ariable and adjustable traverse speed and spin speed
~ uto infeed

MIDWEST
T1Jt=IF & TRACTORCall for Demonstration

815-469-8500 or 708-301-8500 Division of Christensen Power Equipment Inc.

9506 W. Manhattan Rd., Frankfort, IL 60423
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CLIMATOLOGY
Randy Kane, Ph.D. Chicago District Golf Association

Weird Fall Weather
Segues to An

Unusual Winter
September and October were cool and wet for the most part. In Lemont) we recorded over 7" of
rain for these two months. The cool) wet weather pattern changed drastically) however, and
November was one of the warmest on recordfor most eastern regions of the U.S,) and it was fairly
dry until the last week of the month. This warm-weather trend continued well into December,
which had many superintendents wondering if they had "blown.out" their irrigation systems and
sprayed for snow molds a little too early this year.

Also, turf managers in many regions of the country reported that some
dormant trees and shrubs were beginning to bloom (or break buds) in late
November. In the transition zone and farther south, many superintendents
reported that warm-season grasses such as bermudagrass had reversed their
progression toward winter dormancy and were turning green and growing
again. This raises questions as to the winter survivability of both woody orna-
mentals and warm-season grasses once truly cold conditions arrive, but these
concerns are probably not applicable to most of Illinois (at least not the north-
ern half of the state).

... a number of
superintendents were
concerned that the
late warm spell would
increase the amount
of winter kill we see
on northern turf
specie~ especially
Poa annua. This can
happen under several
circumstances, includ-
ing when there is a
sudden cold spell
following unseason-
ably warm and
wet weather.
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We did receive a number of questions about how this late warm spell was
affecting the turfleading into winter, including possible effects on fall pest con-
trols. One frequent observation was that the high soil moisture and extended
warm temperatures seemed to promote a lot of earthworm activity, especially
in fairways. Some late-season mowings were disrupted by worm castings, and
some fairways were reported to be pretty much un-rnowable. However, in gen-
eral, most of us in the turf science end of things still think earthworm activity
should be viewed as a positive, not a negative.

econd, a number of superintendents were concerned that the late warm
spell would increase the amount of winter kill we see on northern turf species,
especially Poa, annua. This can happen under several circumstances, including
when there IS a sudden cold spell following unseasonably warm and wet
w athe~. 'Ye don't think this will be a big problem at this point, even though
some. slgll1fic~tly cold air moved through the region around Christmas. Turf
that IS most likely to see damage now would be in low areas where water
collects and ice sheets can form.

Al 0, there were a number of questions as to whether snow-mold fungi-
cides would lose effectiveness as late overnber rains fell and the turf continued
to grow. In ge?eral, ~ere is good evidence that snow-mold applications hold
pretty well against rainfall and warmer temperatures, and in most cases, mow-
mg ~~er a snow-mold application won't remove a significant amount of
funglCl.de fr.o~n the turf canopy. Most of the fungicides we use have some
sy t~mlC actrviry (~xc~pt Daconil and related chlorothalonil product ) and have
a fairly long half-life in thatch and soil. P B is one of the most widely used



fungicides on fairways in northern
Illinois, and rainfall or mowing
following application would probably
not have a significant negative effect
on snow-mold control with PCNB
through the winter because of its sys-
temic movement and long half-life in
the thatch. However, if we have a
mild winter and a cool, wet spring, re-
treatment for control of pink snow
mold in the March-May timeframe
may be necessary in '02.

As mentioned previously, the
warm and dry conditions of Novem-
ber allowed some delayed fall
construction projects to continue
later into the season than planned.
Most turf that was sodded and seeded
very late had a chance to become
well-established before winter dor-
mancy because of the warm weather.
We found ourselves in a weather-
induced predicament at Midwest Golf
House, where Wadsworth Construc-
tion has been working since August
to build our three-hole Short Course.
Over 18" of rain fell in Lemont from
late July through the end of October,
which drastically slowed all phases of

the project-from early earth-moving
to grading, installation of irrigation
and finishing of greens construction.
We had hoped to be fmished and have
most of the course seeded by the end
of September, but we actually came to
a close on construction around the
middle of November ... ! Slopes
around tees, greens and bunkers were
sodded November 5-12 to prevent
soil erosion over the Winter; unfortu-
nately, no seed will be planted until
next spring.

All in all, it was a very unusual
transition into winter, but we will
take it! ~

... if we have
a mild winter and
a cool, wet spring,
re-treatment for
control of pink
snow mold in
the March-May
timeframe may
be necessary in )02.

Scotts - ParEx - Knox - Lebanon
Custom Fertilizer Applications
Gypsum - Lime 'III II I

2 Spreader Trucks!
2 Locations!

Call now to reserve your
custom application dates

N

A
543 Diens Dr.
Wheeling, IL 60090
ph: 847-537-2177
fax: 847-537-2210

•A
ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

www.aclesen.com

8050 W. 186th St. V
Tinley Park, IL 60477
ph: 708-444-2177
fax: 708-444-2199 S
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F E A T U R E A R T I C L E 
Harold Frederickson Migratory Bird Management, Inc. 

Goose Control: 
Owning a Dog or 

Hiring a Service 

Author Harold Frederickson 
tips his cap to Border collies. 

When I first became a golf course superintendent, it was a rare and beautiful sight to see Canada geese 
fly in formation, and if you were lucky, land on your golf course for a drink and a snack. Tou would 
run and get your camera so you could get some great shots of wildlife up close and personal! 

All that has changed now. Many Canada geese do not migrate as they 
once did. We now have what are referred to as resident geese. These geese will 
remain in an area unless there is a heavy snow cover and no food or open water 
is available. Between these resident geese and the true migratory geese, the 
goose population has become a problem that has grown out of control. Yes, 
they are everywhere ... at golf courses, colleges, cemeteries, shopping centers, 
office complexes, and even in your own backyard! 

Over the years, at conferences and trade shows, my partner Susan Hag-
berg and I have repeatedly fielded the question as to whether our company will 
sell a Border collie that has been trained to chase geese. The answer is yes, we 
can, but let's examine some of the features, both pro and con, of owning a dog 
as opposed to hiring a dog and handler. 

Owning a Dog 
A great reason for a resident dog is that he is always there when you are. 

If you take him out routinely, he will do his job well and rid your course of 
geese. However, owning a dog is a commitment and dogs are not disposable. 
Border collies are very social animals. They love being with people. If you buy 
a dog, it shouldn't be locked in the shop all night with the tractor and mow
ers. It needs to be with and bond with its handler. Bonding is a very important 
part of a dog's will to work and sometimes a handler change can have an 
adverse change in the dog's work habits and personality. 

Some of the responsibilities of owning a dog are as follows: 

• Medical Needs: All dogs need regular visits to the vet. In addition to 
the shots, there are heartworm tests and meds and because Border collies 
on regular goose patrol spend so much time outside, flea and tick prevention 
is imperative. 

• Food: Herding dogs have special nutritional needs. Because of their 
increased activity, they must have a very high-protein food. 

• Liability: Because this is a working dog, it is suggested that you carry extra 
liability insurance. 

• Grooming: It is amazing what a dog will get into and a dead skunk is 
Chanel No. 5 to a Border collie! Because the dogs work outside, they also 
need regular brushing and baths. 

Geese take flight from 
a canine pursuer. 
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