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High Hurdler. 
The new rugged and versatile Cushman Commander 4800 steps lightly but has extra 
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• Big high-flotation tires for minimal turf compaction. 
• High ground clearance for navigating rugged sites. 
• Full, heavy-duty suspension with shocks for comfort and durability. 
• Easy engine access. 
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1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of
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The Toro@Active In-Frame™
suspension twists around a
torsional joint to react
instantaneously to your terrain
for a smoother ride because the
wheels are always in firm
contact with the ground.

630-773-5555
FAX630-773-5459

Your Toro Partner

The five/seven Contour™ Plus
rotary cutting units achieve a
consistent height of cut by

accu rately followi ng
undulating ground contours.

630-773-5555
FAX630-773-5459

Your Toro Partner
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ON COURSE
WITH THE PRESIDENT

Luke Strojny, CGCS Poplar Creek G. C.

An Orlando
Recap

Another GCSAA annual meeting has come and gone. As promised) here are some thoughts about the
2002 Orlando conference.

This year's show was noticeably smaller than in years past. I do not know
if that is necessarily a bad thing. It was a little easier on the feet. Given the
recent mergers of companies and the economic downturn, there just weren't
as many companies looking for booth space. Fewer gimmick gifts were in the
offing as handouts, as well. Even show pros like Ed Braunsky, who can fill up
four to five bags with pens, foam balls and hats, came home with less. The
show, however, is still the best place to see some of the new and old products
we use. It is also the ideal place to exchange information with your peers while
walking the show floor.

My hat goes off
to the GCSAA
for continually
offering the
best educational
opportunities for
superintendents.

For the last 16 years, I have been taking GCSAA seminars. I have
attended some really bad ones in my time; this year, though, I was lucky
enough to attend two of the best. For those of you who have never taken "The
Magic of Greenkeeping," presented by our own Mike Bavier and Gordon Wit-
teveen, you are missing out on an entertaining and educational day. The
collective that is Mike and Gordon has probably witnessed all there is to see
about greenkeeping, and their insight into the little details is outstanding. The
textbook is an excellent reference with many great ideas. (Mike, you can pay
me later for the plug.)

The other seminar I took was "Salt-Mfected Turfgrass Sites." Well ... it
was not the most stimulating experience, but extremely educational in my eyes.
I, along with many others in the area, am faced with using poor-quality irriga-
tion water. After two days of tlle seminar, I realized that my water wasn't all
that bad compared to that of others around the country. I took home ample
information to deal more effectively with my problem of poor irrigation-water
quality. My hat goes off to the GCSAA for continually offering the best edu-
cational opportunities for superintendents. I really don't think that anyone
missed the soft drinks at the afternoon break.

Congratulations go out to our own Chuck Anfield for mentmg the
Environmental Leader in Golf Award and to past president Bruce Williams
for receiving the GCSAA's Distinguished Service Award. More congrats to
Bob Lively for his first-place finish in the 4th Flight in the golf tournament,
and to Don Cross and Bob Maibusch for first place in the four-ball Net IV divi-
sion. Even Steve Van Acker, who has grown tired of cleaning up at our
MAGCS golf events, came in second in the 5th Flight. Good job to all who
represented the MAGCS.

While I am on the subject of the conference, I would be remiss if I did
not extend a big thank you and congratulations to Paul Yerkes, Kevin DeRoo,
Fred Behnke, Gary Hearn and all the sponsors for making the hospitality room
another tremendous success. This year's room was very well-attended and

(continued on page 35)
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CREATING A GREAT 
GOLF EXPERIENCE 

Is Just Part of Your Job 
Every golf course has irrigation system challenges. 
That's why your local John Deere Landscapes 
golf representative can offer you a range of 
customized solutions. Whether you are 
planning new construction or overseeing 
renovation, we have water management 
tools to help you better control your costs 
and enhance the payability of your course. 

With the recent acquisition of Century Rain Aid, your 
local John Deere Landscapes branch is now one of the 
most comprehensive suppliers of golf course irrigation 
equipment in the U.S. Our fully-staffed golf support 
team brings more than 25 years of experience to the 
game and can help you solve any site challenge. 

Irrigation Systems Featuring Hunter Golf 
Rotors, valves, central control systems, maintenance radios 
Pump Stations Customized for your course 
Fountains and Landscape Lighting 
Boardtronics Controller Board Repairs Replace outdated Toro™ 
and Rain Bird™ controller boards: 888-855-9132. 

More Than 200 Branches Nationwide 

J O H N DEERE 
LANDSCAPES 

www.JohnDeereLandscapes.com On-Site Consultation: 800-642-3706 



DIRECTOR'S COLUMN
Paul Yerkes LESCO

Of Shrimp
and Cocktails

It)s that time of year again when I have to write a director)s column) therebyfulfilling one of my respon-
sibilities as the commercial representative on the MAGCS Board of Directors. Since I was in charge of
organizing the Midwest)s hospitality suite in Orlando) it)s not so very difficult to find a subject to write
about. And since I have a subject) my big stumbling block isfinding the words to elaborate on the subject.
What)s really going to stretch my Journalistic creativity is doing Justice to an event at which I wasn)t in
attendance. Sitting here on a snowy Saturday morning with my girls wanting to go sledding) my wife
waiting for the chores toget done and a Super- N-Site on Luke Cella to write as well) the pressure is on!

Simply put, without
thefinancial
commitment our
vendors make to
the hospitality room,
the MAGCS
wouldn)t be able
to afford this type
of two-day party
at the GCSAA
national convention.

First of all, I heard the hospitality room was a great success and I appre-
ciate all the warm comments I've received as I travel the area. But the biggest
thank-yous should go to all the vendors that participated in the Golden Tee
Club. Simply put, without the financial commitment our vendors make to the
event, the MAGCS wouldn't be able to afford this type of two-day party at the
GCSAA national convention. To express our thanks, we developed a full-page
color ad listing all the members of the Golden Tee Club. The ad will run in
several issues of On Course this year and indeed, it already graced the back
cover of the March issue. This year's Golden Tee Club contributions totaled
$26,500, which was incredible considering all the economic indicators that
went south during the year 2001. I would like to personally thank all the com-
panies that made my job easier.

Another success story behind this year's hospitality suite was that we
finally stayed within the budget. The total cost for the two-day party at the
Rosen Centre was $33,195.17. With the MAGCS budgeting $7,000 from its
own coffers and the Golden Tee Club's contributions, we had $33,500 with
which to work. Jason Parsons, the banquet manager at the Rosen Centre, also
helped out by giving us the room for free and discounting the food and bev-
erage prices. I guess that given the economic slide of the last year, the folks at
the Rosen Centre were only more than happy to collect our money. Anyway-
that's enough of the financial stuff.

Last but not least, I would like to thank a few Board members who helped
out behind the scenes. Brian Bossert used his price-slashing skills to rework the
contract with the Rosen Centre such that they agreed to waive the cost of the
room. Also, Brian has made my task easier overall by virtue of the outline he cre-
ated for organizing the hospitality room back when he was in charge. Fred Behnke
did a great job of writing the checks. Gary Hearn was on hand to lend a hand on
the set-up of the room. Kevin DeRoo took the bull by the horns and volunteered
to make sure the room was up to speed and that all the food we ordered was served.
Kevin also had the authority to shut the bar down in case we were heading way over
budget. Good thing it didn't come to that, or we would have been looking for a
new superintendent at Bartlett Hills! Another one of Kevin's responsibilities was
providing the two Golden Tee Club banners that were on display. Thanks, Kevin.
Oh, there's one more person I forgot to mention. Thanks to Ed (Braunsky) for let-
ting everyone know that we ran out of shrimp! ~~~
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H()llembeak Construction, Inc.
Golf Course Construction and Remodeling

"We believe in a quality job and take pride in our finished product."

• New Construction • Pond Construction
• Feature Shaping • Boulder Features
• Bunker Sand Replacement • Cart Paths
• Pond Dr,e(Jging • Drainage

~~.4:IP Charles J. Fiore Company, Inc.

The Landscaper's Nursery Center
Chicagoland's Largest Selection

of Premium Grade Plant Materials

OVER 800 VARIETIES OF TREES, SHRUBS,
EVERGREENS, GROUNDCOVERS, AND PERENNIALS

READY FOR YOUR IMMEDIATE PICK-UP OR DELIVERY

16606 W. Hwy. 22 Prairie View, IL 60069
(847) 913-1414 FAX (847) 913-9690
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SUPER -N- SITE
Paul Yerkes LESCO

Luke Cella -N-

The eel/as: Jennifer, Henry and Luke.

This month) the MAGCS will be kicking off the 2002golfseason at Tamarack Golf Club in the fine city
of Naperville. Tamarck has 18 holes) and there)s some water out there. It was built sometime last
century and designed by some architect. Thegolf course even has a clubhouse and a pro shop. From what
I hear, they even serve a fantastic brunch on Sundays. I could tell you a lot more about the golf course)
but that is not our purpose here. What I)m talking about is the man-Luke Cella serving as our host.

In November,
Luke was elected
to the MAGGS
Board of Directors.
Thefuture of the
Midwest only looks
brighter with Luke)s
hard work and
dedication to the
industry coming
into play in
a leadership role.

8 April 2002 On Course

I believe Luke's first step into the business was taking a job at a putt-putt
golf course. He fell in love with the work while syringing the Astroturf in an
effort to keep his customers' feet cool. From there, he started working on the
maintenance staff at Pottawatomie Golf Course during his high-school years.
In 1992, Luke graduated from the prestigious University of Illinois in Chicago,
having earned himself a bachelor of arts in English. As a graduate of UIC
myself and the only other Midwest "Flame," I know that's an accomplishment.

Luke continued his education at Kishwaukee College, completing a
degree in golf course management while serving as an assistant at
Pottawatomie. Luke was promoted to the superintendent's position there and
remained until 1999. While at Pottawatomie, Luke's accomplishments were
many. In 1997, the golf course became the first nine- hole course to achieve cer-
tification in the Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary Program. An Environmental
Steward Award merit winner in 1998, Luke also found the time to attain his
CGCS status that same year.

Looking for new challenges, Luke married Jennifer Joy in 1998 and
decided to leave the St. Charles area for yet another diploma. This time, his
travels would take him to the other University of Illinois campus. Not only did
Luke return with an M.S. in natural resources/environmental science/turf grass
specialization, he also mastered the art of baby-making with the birth of his and
Jennifer's son, Henry. This brings us back to the present.

In 2001, many of us were glad to hear that Luke would return to the area
as the superintendent at Tamarack Golf Club. In November, Luke was elected



to the MAGCS Board of Directors.
The future of the Midwest only looks
brighter with Luke's hard work and
dedication to the industry coming
into play in a leadership role. I
encourage you to play at the April
meeting and while you're at Tama-
rack, pull Luke aside and ask him
what he's up to now. I'm sure that if
you do this, you'll make an instant
friend.

A Conversation with
Luke Cella

Here are a few further thoughts
from Luke Cella, host of our April
golf meeting.

On Course: Why did you enter
the greenkeeping/ golf course man-
agement profession?

Luke: I was attracted to work-
ing outdoorsbut didn)t want to be a
park ranger.

OC: What do you consider to
be the most challenging aspect of
your job?

Luke: The largest challenge I
face everyday is also one of the chief
reasons I enjoy what I do. The
challenge is staying organized to
face adversity everyday, but I also
welcomethe adversity.

OC: Do you consider yourself
an environmental steward? Why or
why not?

Luke: Fm not sure "steward))is
a good word to describe what we
doasgolf coursesuperintendents. Fm
not sure the environment can
be managed in the true sense of the
word. I would argue that we are
more of environmentalists. After all,
they are described as advocates
of the environment.

OC: What do you consider to be
the most rewarding part of your job?

Luke: Fve always looked at
golf as recreation for the mind and
body. I like to seepeople happy and
enjoying themselves.I am rewarded
when I can offer people a pleasant
place to comeand play and escape.

OC: What is your OpInIOn of
GMOs (genetically modified organ-
isms) such as resistant bentgrass?

Luke: I think that we are all
GMOs, that is, if you believe in
evolution. I think the real issue is
who is doing the modification and
for what purpose.

OC: Do you aspire to become
the general manager of a golf facility?

Luke: I would rather becomean
owner of a facility than a GM. I like
the business side of golf, but I love
the scienceside of it much more.

OC: What is your most hum-
bling on-the-job experience?

Luke: 1995, my first year as a
superintendent. ~ d~

Arthur Clesen, Inc. has a special
blend of Kentucky Bluegrass

for 1/2" mowing height.

N
fA

543 Diens Dr.
Wheeling, IL 60090
ph: 847-537-2177
fax: 847-537-2210

Low Mow Blues is now available
~

A
ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

www.aclesen.com

8050 W. 186th 81. V
Tinley Park, IL 60477
ph: 708-444-2177
fax: 708-444-2199 S
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Ilyou have our name on it"

UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers are a product of
United Horticultural Supply

(800) 411-5115
www.uhsonline.com

United Horticultural Supply has earned a leadership
role in discovering and delivering the best quality

and technology available on the market .

Competitors tied to limited resources or
technologies cannot make that statement .

That's why you can trust the performance and
quality of UHS Signature Brand FertiLizers~M

Contact your local UHS representative
for more information.

... to gather the best quaLity and technoLogy availabLe.

... to respond to future market opportunities.

... to deliver genuine vaLue to the turf manager.

MASSEY FERGUSON

RlJdeximlCharterhouao
OVERSEEDER

ROTADAJROH SOil RENOVATORRede.irn.lCharterhoUIO
VERTl..sEED

RedexlnVCharterbouae
RAptDCORE

Serving the Industry for ouer 18 years

~ 0/ ~ BteMt 8-9"" $r:w.ceJ

1.800.748.7497
Bryan Wood, Owner

QUALITY CONrRACrlNGI
• Fairway Overseeding
• Custom Puffing Green Seeding
• Verti-Drain~ Deep-tine Aeration
• Complete Turf Renovation

comm~ACII/A\lb irUAf
& irA/A\CfOA
NORTH AMERICA'S #1

VERTI-DRAIN DISTRIBUTOR
BUILT ON EXPERIENCE, SERVICE

& CUSTOMER SATISFACTION!
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