
Chicago' St. Louis
Quad Cities' E.Peoria
800-373-4120' Fax309-694-1009

Since 1955, Sprinkler Irrigation has
been serving the Golf Irrigation needs of
the Midwest. As an award-winning Rain
Bird distributor, Sprinkler Irrigation places
service after the sale, as our #1 sales tool
for future irrigation sales.

As the world's largest manu-
factu rer of irrigation equipment, Rain
Bird has grown to become one of the most
trusted and respected names in the irriga-
tion industry. Rain Bird's commitment to
product development, computer system
analysis and advanced production tech-
niques is second to none. Perhaps this
helps explain why Rain Bird continues to
be recognized as the leader in irrigation
throughout the world.
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24,
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of
scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.
The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.
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Directional Drilling With Metro Underground Services ...
Because Play Shouldn't Be Interrupted.

As a golf course manager, you know it's important to limit
interruptions to play. That's why, if you need an underground
installation, you should contact Metro Underground Services.

Metro Underground has extensive experience and a wealth of
resources to complete your project quickly and efficiently. We
easily negotiate obstacles - subsurface rock, tree root systems and
above-and below-ground utility - by creating a small diameter
bore and using a drilling tool that is monitored and guided from
the surface. There's no open cutting so there's very little distur-
bance to the course. Best of all, the project is completed on time
and on budget.

To find out more, call 1-888/263-2300 for a representative.

METRO UNDERGROUND SERVICES,_ I,,!~=--_
Horizontal Directional Drilling

P.D.Box 893, St. Charles, IL 60174 • 1-888/263-2300

ILLINOIS LANDSCAPE
CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION

• Quality products at competitive prices

• Mobil Oil Pegasus Award winner for outstanding customer service

• On-site fuel equipment programs or unattended fueling options

• Bulk lube equipment experts to serve you

• Assistance in complying with federal, state and local fuel taxes

b BONCOSKY
~ A~ OIL COMPANY

~ur goal is to provide complete
customer service and satisfaction.

739 NORTH STATESTREETELGIN, IL60123 800.628.7231 WWW.BONCOSKYCOM

2 June 2001 On Course



Give Your Greens an Electrifying Cut!
Ransomes® E_Plex™ II

Mow up to 20 green on one charge with the E-Plex II riding electric greens mower. The
ultra-quiet E-Plex II is perfect for residential areas and early morning cutting. With fewer
moving parts than its combustion-driven competitors, the E-Plex II is easier to maintain.
This economical unit features an easy-to-service, swing-out center reel and quick-attach
reels. And to ensure a precise cut, the E-Plex II allows you to control the clip rate by the
ground speed. To make a big impact with little noise, come in or call today.

Rear cutting unit swings out for easy access. RANSOMES

wwwttcsptextron.com
ASR/\-E PLEX-0599 © 1999 Textron Turf Care And Specialty Products
All rights reserved. Printed In the U SA

TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
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ON COURS
WITH THE PRESIDEN

Brian Bossert, CGCS Bryn Mawr C. C.

Take Me
to the River

It was great to have a sold-out event at the opening golf meeting in April. Thanks
to Dan Albaugh and his staff at Ruffled Feathers for providing everyone in
attendance with a very nice day! Our future meetings were a challenge to schedule.
Thank you to the clubs that stepped up and volunteered; we lookforward to seeing every-
body in Michigan) Illinois and Indiana over the summer. We truly are a
"Midwest" Association of Golf Course Superintendents!

Pve got to pass
along one of the
coolestfamily experi-
ences can ever recall.
Running (jogging
to people who don Jt
do it very quickly)
is very ingrained with
my wifeJsfamily ...
in late April, eight
members of the
Brackenbury family
(no ringers allowed)
toed the line for an
80-mile relay race
in southern Illinois.
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For those of you who have not heard; the Midwest Golf House in
Lemont opened during the middle of April. I was glad to see a few
members drop by before the Ruffled Feathers meeting to see the new
quarters. Our Association is fortunate to be one of the organizations
allied with the CDGA that can call this building home (well, sort of). I
have been asked enough questions to realize that a few items should be
clarified. At this point, we will not be moving our Association's opera-
tions to the Midwest Golf House. Currently, George Minnis, our
executive secretary, does an outstanding job from his home office and
our Board hopes George will continue to serve our Association for
many years. However, this new venue will host many of our Board and
committee meetings and perhaps a monthly meeting next winter. The
Golf House features a beautiful, state-of-the-art auditorium that seats
100. This venue will also house a library where we can display memo-
rabilia from our 75-year past and recognize the efforts of the
superintendent in a place that is truly a home to the game of golf.

Perhaps the most exciting and valuable aspect of our involvement
is the future research that will be conducted at the Midwest Golf
House. Dr. Randy Kane is set up with a new lab and greenhouse. The
new three-hole golf course that is to be seeded in the fall, perhaps open-
ing next summer, will include plenty of experimental plots. The CDGA
has been kind enough to furnish our office with cutting-edge computer
equipment and new office furniture. Our nominal lease is less than a
small storage space rental and does not go into effect until we "move
in" to some extent. The earliest I can foresee something like that taking
place would be the upcoming winter, and perhaps the move isn't justi-
fied for a few years. The Board continues to weigh this decision and we
will keep you posted.

While this would actually be a good juncture to close this month's
message, if I did end here then the headline wouldn't make a great deal
of sense. So ... I've got to pass along one of the coolest family experi-

(continued on page 38)



Call Century for Solutions
Golf Course Irrigation .:. Pump Stations

Controller Board Repairs/Replacements .:. Fountains/Lighting and More

At Century Rain Aid, we have been working
with golf course superintendents for more
than 25 years helping them solve irrigation
problems. Your local Century Golf specialist
can help you replace a few rotors, update
your existing system or plan new construc-
tion. Century represents the industry's
leading manufacturers and we offer a wide
range of solutions to meet your budget
and renovation schedule.

HUNTER GOLF
With Hunter rotors, valves and central
control systems you can achieve reliable,
water-efficient irrig ation.

PUMP STATIONS
An updated pump station can solve many
site problems. Your local Century Golf rep
can help you design and install a cost-
effective pumping system.

FOUNTAINS, CLUBHOUSE LIGHTING
Water features and landscape lighting can
enhance your course. Talk with your Century
Golf rep for ideas on making your site more
attractive year-round.

BOARDTRONICS
CONTROLLER BOARD REPAIRS
Replace worn or outdated boards for Toro'"
and Rain Bird" controllers. Fast 48-hour
repair service: 888-855-9132.

Century has the solutions . .. call today for an on-site consultation.

More Than 160 Branches Coast to Coast
800-642-3706· www.rainaid.com· email: rainaid@rainaid.com
Controller Board Repairs and Replacements 888-855-9132

mailto:rainaid@rainaid.com
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN
Gary Hearn Salt Creek G.C.

An Education
Rumination

How ironic-both of my parents are schoolteachers and here I am) the chairperson of the
Education Committee. It is very exciting to serve on the Board during this historic time)
as we all reflect on how the Midwest Association has evolved over the past 75 years.

Medinah G. G. will
once again host the
Midwest Turf Clinic
on November 7, and
by now you should
all surmise what the
theme will be: our 75th
anniversary. Just a
quick synopsis of the
event (nothing is set
in stone): a history of
the MAGGS, evolution
of equipment, statesmen
and mentors, keynote
speaker, history of the
Bull Sheet/On Course,
science/research speaker,
and our Association's
future.

Personally, I have been involved with the Association for only 15
years, but my relationship with golf goes back much further. It's a
proven fact that the impressionable years occur very early, at five or six
years of age. I have to give credit to my father for his desire to be a great
golfer; he had the drive and was an excellent athlete, so he decided to
work his summers on a golf course to hone his skills. So needless to say,
at the young age of five I spent many days on that golf course hanging
out with the crew and the owner/superintendent-Mr. Dale Rathbun
of Kappa G.C. near Bloomington, Illinois. As you do the math, you see
that I have been around golf courses for 38 years, but at the age of 22
I knew what I really wanted to do-fly jets. But I settled for a career on
the golf course instead.

Let's flash forward to 2001 and give a lot of kudos to the MAGCS.
This is a very powerful organization that comprises a great number of
gifted and talented superintendents; our golf courses are top-notch and
highly acclaimed throughout the United States; we have superinten-
dents who do internal research and are willing to share it with other
superintendents; On Course magazine is getting better all the time with
color photography and advertisements and outstanding articles; and the
Board of Directors is striving for very high standards, bringing all of us
more value in our membership.

This is my first year on the Board of Directors, but I have served
four years on committees-three years on the Education Committee
under President Brian Bossert and Secretary/Treasurer Kevin DeRoo,
who have been great role models for what I hope is my success in book-
ing some excellent educators. The Committee and I have been cranking
out ideas for the upcoming year-ideas for monthly meetings, Midwest
Turf Clinic, NCTE, GCSAA seminars and MAGCS seminars.

First, a rundown of the monthly meetings. June's speaker will be
Dr. Joe Vargas from Michigan State, July will feature Rich Kozlowski on
college funding (529 plans) and August's headliner will hopefully be

(continued on page 34)
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NON-SELECTIVE FOLIAR SYSTEMIC HERBICIDE FOR WEED CONTROL

Introducing Touchdown PRO
Odorless Non-Selective Herbicide

• Foliar systemic weed control

• Patented formulation technology; contains unique glyphosate molecule

• Offers efficient retention and penetration of glyphosate into the weed

• Promotes translocation throughout the plant's vascular system to the
growing points for complete control

More Effective Penetration

Roundup" Pro
1 day after use

Touchdown PRO
1 day after use

With its new technology, Touchdown PRO

leaves epidermal cells on the leaf intact.

The Roundup Pro treated leaf on the left

revealscrater-like areas where the chemical has

burst the epidermal cells.The Touchdown PRO

treated leaf on the right reveals dark spots that

are wet, but intact. The result? More active

ingredient penetrates to the roots and shoots.

DEALER IMPRINT

IIsyngenta
www.syngentaprofessionalproducts.com

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before purchasing or using this product. ©2001 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419.
Touchdown" and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. Roundup'" is a trademark of Monsanto Company.
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NutraPack with Iron is the ideal product
for Spoon Feeding your Greens, Tees, and Fairways!

• Longer Lasting Chelated Iron
Remains available to the plant
for that deep green color.

• 50% Slow Release N
For controlled turf growth
with less disease.

• 1:1 N:K Ratio
For rich turf color and
improved wear tolerance.

• Very Low Salt Index
Apply with confidence ...
even in warm weather.

JAGKLIN
SEE D (BEST~

GreenCycle Incorporated
400 Central Avenue, Suite 200

Northfield, Illinois 60093
847-441-6606

COMPOST
Think of it as REALLY GOOD Topsoil

• that doesn·t have weeds
• that contains about eight times the organic matter in topsoil
• that contains active families of beneficial microbes
• that contains useful micro-nutrients
• that· s been used successfully by superintendents all over Chicagoland

for improvingturf, repairing divots, planting decorative beds,
jumpstarting sod, transplanting shrubs and trees - and just about
anywhere they need things to grow quicklyand well

AvailableYear Around

"""reenCycleSM

"Landscape Products
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Seeing is believing I
o bedknife to reel

adjustments
acklapping practically

eliminated
onsistent high-quality cut
educed maintenance
isk-frce terms

We guarantee itl
We all know seeing is believing. We are so certain you will be iRI\ BUSH HOG®TURF
We are so confident you'll like what completely satisfied when you ~ We Make You Look Your Besf"

you see with the new Bush Hog'" see the performance of the Bush
Victory® reel that we guarantee: Hog Victory reel mower head that
See how your tee or greens mower if within 90 days you aren't satisfied .. ....

k h we'll take the reel head assembly .-.-.
can operate wee s or even mont s b k d zi full f d M'.DIM'~STwithout the need for adjusting. See ac an gIVeyou a re un . ~J ~.
how your reel,mower can provide Call for Demonstration TlJRF & TRACTOR
the same quality of cut today, next .. ~ _
week or even next month without 815-469-8500 or -.r
the need for bedknife to reel
adjustments. See all the benefits 708-301-8500 9506 W. Manhattan-Monee Rd.
for yourself at no risk. Frankfort,lL 60423

BEAR'S TURF PRODUCTS, INC.
"WHAT'S IN THE WORKS'~

EARTHWORKS
Replenish Organic Composted Manure,

High Mineral Fertilizers

ECO-LITE
with a CEC as high as 200

Desert Greens - Ascophyllum Nodosum
Green Sand - Potassium Silicate

Dakota Dry Humate
Hard and Soft Rock Phosphates

-White Gold in spray powder-
Also Distributors ofPeneTurf

and Aquatrol Products
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