
TA&E ~ONTllOL OF YOUR TURF !

Are grubbing skunks causing thousands of
dollars worth of damage to your course?

Are beavers having a field
day with your freshly planted trees?

-~==- ~ ==- ----==--. ---. --~~- ~

==---==-=~
Aqueduct, Break Thru, Clean Carbon,
Infiltrx, Primer

Turf Shield

True Foliar Feed Fertilizers

BioStimulants, Soil Amendments,
Biologicals, Nutrients

Blazon, Mirage

Soil Amendents

Lebanon Country Club, NXPro, ParEx

Zeneca, Regal, Clearys

True Surface Vibratory
Roller & Brush Systems

Accuform, ParAide, Standard

---------- -- -- ---
AQUATROLS

TEE & GREEN EQUIPMENT

MILLIKEN

PSA

GRANULAR FERTILIZERS

PLANT PROTECTANTS

EQUIPMENT

810 WORKS

810 TURF GRO

EMERALD ISLE

On Target Animal Damage Control.
Specializes in the selective control of grubbing

skunks and beaver removal. Our control
methods have proven to be 100% effective in
major golf courses in the Chicago area. Stop
spending thousands of dollars on insecticides

intended to control the grubs.

-$ON TARGET A.D.C.
P.o. BOX 469 CORTLAND, IL 60112

815-286-3039

Leaders in Service and Advanced Turfgrass Technology
Website: www.BTSIUSA.com • e-mail: info@BTSIUSA.com

24356 HARVEST HILLS ROAD • FRANKFORT, IL 60423
800-732-9401 • Fax: 815-469-8248
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MIDWEST VOICES

On Course Jvelcomesyour letters on subjects covered in the magazine) matters of green
industry interest and topicspertinent to the MAGCS/GCSAA. While each submission must
carry a signature and identifying information) Jve Jvill consider on a case-by-case basis
Jvithholding an author)s name upon his/her request. Please note that the opinions expressed
herein are thoseof the author(s) and not necessarilythoseof On Course or the MAGCS.

Greetings from
Sunny Arizona!

, j

Juanita and John Ebel

A special thank-you to
editors Cathy Miles Ralston and
John Gurke and all Midwest
members for the Decenlber On
Course issue. It has inspired me to
tell you all how much I enjoyed it.
vVhile you are battling all that
snow and cold, we are just having
boring days of sunshine and 700

•

Perfect golfing weather! Ho hum.

. First of all, the On Coune
cover photo is a bit of photo-
graphic art. Tom Maple shot a
perfect scene for the December
cover. Thanks, Tom. Juncos have
always been a favorite feathered
friend of nline. I'm somewhat of
an amateur bird-watcher, having
been encouraged by Mr. Watson,
a schoolteacher, many years ago.
vVe tend to think of the robin as a
harbinger of spring. Even the car-
dinal starts singing in February,
stimulated by the increasing day-
light. Years ago, when the
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Chicagoland area was nl0re rural
and we had more open land, I
remem ber meadowlarks returning
while there was snow on the
ground.

This said, the junco is my
favorite forecaster. After a long,
hot and sometimes troublesome
summer, suddenly the first juncos
would appear in nlY yard and I
knew easier days were ahead. All
through the winter, these little
feathered friends would give me
much pleasure watching thenl
cope with extreme cold and snow
at my bird-feeders. Sonlehow,
they seenled to enjoy the winter.
Then one day, as the snow nlelted
away, they were gone, just as
quickly as they had appeared in
the fall. This was a sign that
warmer weather was imminent.
Spring and summer were
a-comin'! Busy days ahead. We do
not have juncos in southern
Arizona and I miss thenl.

It was not just the On Course
cover that pleased me, but its con-
tents. The Bull Sheet (I'm still partial
to that name) section is always of
interest to me, but the December
issue had two fine articles.

Brian Bossert's president's
message is a reflection of his
character and who he is. His
appreciation of others and his
gratuitous spirit show a true
humility coupled with stead-
fastness and dedication to our
profession. A fine message, Brian.
It reminds all of us that we have
had some help along the way.

Tony Rzadzki's story,
"Looking for Greener Grass,"
was unique. As sOlne of you
Inight expect from me, the spiri-
tual part of our being is highly
important, but often neglected.
Where you are going to spend
eternity is a good way to jump-
start that spirit. Tony's
willingness to share his inner
conflict and personal feelings
took great courage. I compli-
nlent him and encourage others
to share God's help in their lives.
The life of the golf course super-
intendent is not ahvays a piece of
cake. When the pressures seem
overwhelming, taste the Lord
and see that He is good!

Finally, I would like to thank
the MAGCS for sending me a
Christnlas card greeting! A very
nice touch. You youngsters have a
lot of class! Here's wishing you all
a great and green new year.

John C. Ebel,
Retired Keeper of the Green



1<IJ~l)t.le T/L/I UNIT

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.

Orland Park, IL 60462

(708) 349-8430

The latest L-Amino
technology for the

21st century

6730 SOUTH STREET
TINLEYPARK,IL

(708)532-4723

27310 W CASE RD
WAUCONDA, IL

(848)526-0007

eUfDamau~~ WORA1OlaES,K.-
l-Amino Acid Plant

~

Biostimulant t3~ ~
---..- Use anytime plants need
- a nutritional and

physiological stimulation

·(f[jjI1JJ)fj7Jl!/,rifj
• CST transmission, hydro-

static power steering and
4-wheel drive

• Slanted hard nose hood
for better visibility and
durability

• A compact T/L/B diesel
tractor

• 35 horsepower
• Designed for

Loader/Landscape/
Industrial use

Bayerffi I Jim Shone
Territory Sales Lead

Agriculture Division

John Tumer
Field Sales Representative

Garden & Professional Care

Bayer Corporation
40 W. 665 Campton Woods Drive
Elburn, IL 60119
Phone: 630 443-7807
Fax: 630443-7839
Voicemail: 888 242-4200, x3601
john. turner.b@bayer.com ZENECA

Zeneca Professional Products
1715 Cambridge Drive
St. Charles, IL 60174

Mobile/Pager (708) 217-8509
Fax (630) 513-6777
E-mail jim.shone@AGNA.Zeneca.com
Voice Mail (888) 875-9990 X9600

D.B.A. Bill Boyd
~ "Golf Course Work-C a Specialty"

LEMONT PAVING CO.
EST. 1957

MURPHY'S

11550Archer Ave., Lemont, IL 60439
(630) 257-6701 • FAX 630-257-5194

~

imberline
... Golf Course Remodeling

and Renovation

Let Timberline bring your next project into the
next millenium as a turnkey operation

1907 Darien Club Drive, Darien, Illinois 60561
(630) 963-9088, pgr (630) 850-0159, voice (630) 732-9088

www.magcs.org 23

mailto:turner.b@bayer.com
mailto:jim.shone@AGNA.Zeneca.com
http://www.magcs.org


THE WAY WE WERE

"Everybody's Crazy 'Bout A

Sharp-DreSsed
Man"

__ .~S8n r.IS~c!~ ~l,'ounlr!l.-(//ULJ (::~~
laDUAlLnEET(TORNEO)SAN ISIDRO Y5.MANZANILL ~ .

..~

CCAStudy in Golf Fashion)) Jvould be an apt description of this photograph. Taken in 1980
dU1,.ing GCSAA)s annual postconference tour and tournament in Guadalajara)
Mexico) the photo is a time capsule of the styles of the era. Pictured from left to right (in
and amongst the plaids) paisleys) stripes) checks)herringbones) polka dots and oversized
collars) are Carl Lang1"ebeof Hinsdale C.C.) Joe Williamson of Briar Ridge C.C.) Bill
Saielli of Indian Hill Club) Mike Bavier of Inve11"nessG.C.) Alex Eguiarte ofGuadala-
jara C. C,) Adolph Bertucci of Lakeshore C. C. and John Beraducci of Skokie C. C.

The adventurous group was among a small gravel." Mike also relates that back then the wives
contingency of MAGCS members who ventured to of the contestants had a tournament as well, which
Mexico after the 51 st Annual Golf Course Confer- was played at the Guadalajara Country Club; while
ence and Show in St. Louis, MO (where Mike Bavier the men played at the Club de Golf, Santa Anita
was elected vice president of GCSAA). Mike was able Country Club and the San Isidro Country Club,
to recall several interesting stories-most of them shown here.
unprintable-about the trip, with the most memo-
rable being the lack of respect our profession still Thanks to all of these unwitting models for
suffered. "When we arrived at the airport," Mike allowing us to get a glance back at the way we were.
recounts, "they loaded our golf bags in a dump truck ~
and hauled them off to the golf course like a load of
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Specializing in Bedding Plants
Large Variety Fall Mums

ANTON'S
Greenhouses • Garden Centers

NATURAL 12-2-8 (45)
CREENS CRADE

Sl O\X' RELEASE FERTI UZER
8% Water Insoluble Nitrogen.
Bone Meal. Sulfate of Potash

SGN 100 Homogeneous Particles
No Odor

800-825-7650 fertilizers.net

Rick & Bob Anton
ANTON'S OF KINOSHA
9140 Cooper Rd. (51st Ave.)
Kenosha. W/5J 142
414/694-2666

Gory Anton
ANTON'S OF EVANSTON

1126 Pitner Avenue
Evanston. IL 60202

847/864-1134

Gregory E. Martin
President

335 N. River Street
Suite 201

Batavia, Illinois 60510
Phone: 630-482-2532

Fax: 630-482-2536
E-Mail: mdpltd@mdpltd.com

Website: www.mdpltd.com

RIVERWALLS LTD.
P.O. Box 562, Barrington, Illinois 60011

GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT
Shoreline Stabilization, Creek Crossings

Stream and Spillway Re-Constructlon

1-888-254-4155
OFFICE: 847-382-9696

DARRYL SCOTT BURKETT FAX: 847-516-0116
C.E.O. MOBILE: 847-338-9720

E-mail: riverwallsltd@aol.com

INNOVATIVE MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS

)(aster l'theffis @

Burdett's, Inc.

P.O. Box 2458
Glen Ellyn, IL 60138-2458

Toll Free (888) TURF-888

Local (630) 545-2474
Fax (630) 545-2782

Member American
Fence Association

John M. Seger CFP
Senior Sales Manager
Certified Fence Professional

Div of Peerless En'. Inc.
THE FENCE PEOPLE. SINCE 1949

3N381 Powis Rd.
West Chicago. IL. 60185
(630) 584-7710
IL (800) 543-6511
FAX (630) 584-7746

~ 1360 Schaumburg Rd.\.17 Streamwood, lL 60107

(630) 830-7405
FAX (630) 830-9652

CLAUSS
BROTHERS, Inc.
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING

MARENGO.IL

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION er REMODELING

DARRELL KOELPER
PRESIDENT

OFFICE: 815-568-8382
FAX: 815-568-1048
HOME: 815-568-6603

KOELPER
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY
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John Gurlu) CGCS) Contributing Editor

student contingent will be sharing
a double room with 39 cots ...

In case you didn't know, MAGCS
offers a $1,000 scholarship to
the children of MAGCS members
who are either college-bound
or already in college. The deadline
is March 1, so act fast. Contact
George Minnis at MAGCS
at 630-406-5356 to obtain an
application form. Hurry!

A re-reminder: On Course maga-
zine wants to hear from you! If
you have something to get off
your chest, if something bugs
you about YOUR nlagazine or if
you just want to see yourself in
print, send us a letter. It will be
reprinted in the" Midwest
Voices" section for all to see.
Send your letters to Cathy
Ralston, Editor-On Course) 276
Lincoln Terrace, Buffalo Grove,
IL 60089-2039. Letters can also
be e-nlailed to on_collrse@
hotmail.com. Get involved!

Congratulations to our editor
en1eritus Fred Opperman on
receiving his 35-year pin fronl
GCSAA.Fred was the first
MAGCS president to be a certi-
fied golf course superintendent,
and one of the first 40 in the
country to attain certified
status-the year was 1972.

Another feather in the cap of
Oscar Miles, CGCS of Merit
Club-Oscar was named one of
Golfdom magazine's "People of the
Year" in its December 2000 issue.

(conti1llted Oil page 28)

..............................•.........

Madison-St. Clair Extension Unit
at 618-236-8600. The Indiana-
Illinois Turfgrass Short Course,
sponsored by the Midwest
Regional Turf Foundation and
the Illinois Turfgrass Foundation
in cooperation with Purdue
University and the University
of Illinois, offers basic training
and information for those who
are employed or are considering
employment in the turf industry.
This seminar will be held at the
Willowbrook Holiday Inn on
March 2, and more information
is available by calling Bev Bratton
at 765-494-8039 or Tom Voigt
at 217-333-7847. Finally, the
Chicago Area Conference on State
and Federal Personnel Laws is
designed to update personnel
managers on the latest rulings
that affect employer liability. Three
locations are available: March 7-8
in Chicago, March 5-6 in Schaum-
bu rg and March 15-16 in Lisle.
To enroll, call 1-800-601-4636.

MAGCS sends its best wishes
out to Russ Stachlewitz, for-
merly of Prestbury Golf Club,
who has embarked on a new
career in academia. Russ began
his new position as turf instructor
at the South East Technical Insti-
tute in Sioux Falls, South Dakota
on January 3, heading a depart-
ment of over 40 students. He
inherits a strong progran1 that
includes a 180-acre corn field to
be transformed into research
plots, along with two green-
houses and an experimental
green, tee and f.1irway. Russ looks
forward to seeing his MAGCS
friends in Dallas during the
conference, where he and his

March 20 - MAGCS monthly
meeting at Schaumburg Golf
Club, Nick Hongisto host.

March 15 - CDGA Green
Seminar at Medinah Country
Club.

February 17 - GCSAA Prayer
Breakfast from 7:00 to 8:00
a.m., location TBA at the Show.

February 14-15 - MAGCS
Hospitality Suite at Adam's Mark
Hotel, 6 to 9 p.m. in Dallas, TX
during the GCSAA International
Conference and Show.

BullShee~

March 7-8 - The Chicago
Area Conference on State and
Federal Personnel Laws in
Chicago, IL. Yep-below ...

February 20-21 - 19th
Annual Southern Illinois
Grounds Maintenance School in
CoJlinsville, IL. More below ...

February 26-March 2 -
Indiana-Illinois Turfgrass Short
Course in Willowbrook, IL.
More beloJV...

As mentioned in Dates to Remem-
ber, several very beneficial seminars
will be held during the winter
months in our area. The 19th
Annual Southern Illinois Grounds
Maintenance School in Collinsville,
Illinois, offers a two-day program
featuring talks from the state's
leading extension specialists.
GCSAA has approved 0.9 PDUs
toward recertification. Obtain
information by calling the
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THE NEWBSERl ES
LIGHTWEIGHTS

WHAT A FAIRWAY MOWER SHOULD BE.

Excellence has a new letter. The new These units have larger reel motors off, both the 3215B and 3235B sport

John Deere 3215B Turf System I and than the previous generation for new streamlined, fiberglass hoods. To

the 3235B Turf System II take light- improved power. A new yoke and ball see the new John Deere Lightweight

weight fairway mowers to new heights joint design on the cutting units Fairway Mowers in action, caLll-800-

of efficiency, cut quality, and grass improves grass collecting. A standard 537-8233 for your free video today.

collecting. Both machines boast new electric fan drive reduces sound levels Then call your local John Deere golf &

22-inch bedknife-to-reel cutting units. to an all-time low. And to cap it all turf distributor.

Ollieil'
Golf Course
Equipment
Supplier

I.

J.W. TURF, INC.
14N937 US Rt 20.

Hampshire, IL 60140
847-683-4653 Or 877-746-0614



KOELPER BROS.
Golf Course Building and Remodeling

444 E. Mors Avenue
Wheeling. Illinois 60090

FAX 847-541-4619
847-438-7881 847-541-9182

DANIEL I. KOELPER VICTOR C. KOELPER

ACCURAIE

I:g:NOLOGIES
- Precision Tank Tightness Testing
- Upgrades for Tanks & Leak Detection Systems
- Install Underground & Aboveground Fuel Tanks
- Removal of Tanks

Your Complete, Professional Tank Experts
Please contact us at:

1-800-773-Tank or 630-375-6121

till' Bull Sheet (colltillucd fro III pagc 26)

Quoth Golfdom: "Who could ask
for a better representative of the
profession~ Both the Merit Club
and superintendents everywhere
benefited for Miles' savvy ability
to host the vVomen's Open like
no one before him." Thank you
once again, Oscar, for helping
to elevate the superintendent's
profession to such a high level.

While on the subject of feathers
in caps, those Penn Staters have
another to boast about-the
Penn State turf grass students
beat Michigan State in the ninth
annual Cutter Cup held on hostile
ground in Detroit, Michigan. The
event is a match-play format, and
actually ended in a 2.5-2.5 draw,
but PSU retained the trophy as
defending champion.

While you are perusing the many
periodicals we receive, look for
our old friend and MAGCS
member-gone-north Dan Marco,
CGCS of Country Club of
Detroit in the new Tee-2-Green
ad about Penn A-4. We can now
add golf course superintendents to
the list of professions who should
NOT be allowed to write their
own copy for advertisements
(a list that includes car dealers
and personal injury attorneys).

As long as you are perusing, check
out the Q and A with our own
Hank Wilkinson in GolfJl1eellJS

Superintendent News on page 8 of
its January 5 issue. Topics covered
ranged from dollar spot to hockey,
about which Hank knows much
and little, respectively..............•..•.......................
Good luck to our MAGCS
competitors in this year's GCSM
Golf Championship-hopefully,

there will be much to brag about
at the hospitality suite!.............................•....•.....
Position available: Fox Bend Golf
Course, an 18-hole municipal
facility located in Oswego, Illinois,
is looking for an equipment techni-
cian. Interested parties should
contact Bob Kohlstedt, golf
course superintendent at Fox Bend
Golf Course, Route 34, Oswego,
IL 60543 for particulars.

Equipment for sale: Northmoor
Country Club has the following
equipment for sale. Call Stacy
Wallace at 847-926-5540 for
details: 1991 Dual Express Bedknife
Grinder; 1965 Ford 3000 Tractor;
1986 Toro Greens Aerator; 1993
Toro 216D Triplex Mower; 1982
Toro GM III; 1979 Toro GM III;
1978 Toro GM III; and two 1975
Toro GM HIs. Everything listed
is in running condition.

Ten years ago this month in Bull
Sheet: John Krueger, longtime
superintendent of Golden Acre
C.C. in Schaumburg, passed away,
and Albie Staudt won the ITF's
Distinguished Service Award......•.................•.•..•.....•.....
Twenty years ago this month in
Bull Sheet: Ed Fischer, CGCS
took over for retiring Al Bertucci at
Old Elm Club, and Dan Murray,
CGCS accepted the superinten-
dent's position at Kishwaukee C.C.
Also, Mike Bavier, CGCS of
Inverness Golf Club was elected
president of GCSM at the
conference in Anaheim, CA...•...................•.................

Thirty years ago this month
in Bull Sheet: Editor Roger
LaRochelle interviewed GCSM
president Norm Kramer about
the new certification program
(sounds eerily familiar), GCSM
was still based in Des Plaines,
Illinois, boasting 3,000 members,
and Warren's A-20 bluegrass
and Toronto C-15 bentgrass
were all the rage.

Forty years ago this month in Bull
Sheet: For the first time, golf course
superintendents could gain access
to PGA Tour events with their
membership cards and not by
paying the normal ticket price.
Ravisloe, Beverly, Barrington and
Edgewater Country Clubs had
center-row cast-iron fairway irriga-
tion systems installed, while Bob
0' Link, Palos and North Shore
Country Clubs had new mainte-
nance buildings erected. Any of
these still in use?

And 50 years ago this month in
Bull Sheet: Ray Gerber, former edi-
tor and superintendent at Glen Oak
C.C., was president ofNGSA
(National Greenkeeping Superin-
tendents Association-the precursor
to GCSM), and the Annual
Conference and Show was held
at the Hotel Sherman in Chicago.•.......•......••...........•...........
And finally, to remind us to greet
our troubles with a sense of humor,
this from Roger Maltbie upon
being asked what he needed to
shoot to win a tournament:
"The rest of the field."•...•......•.•••........•.•.•...........
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longer LnslinX
~~lIerInfillration

6730 SOUTH STREET
TINLEY PARK~ IL

(708)532-4723

Wily Do I ... (Clmthlllcd jhJ/11 page 16)

SO, this brings me back to
my original question. "Why do I
do this?" I'm sure everyone has
his or her own way of answering
that question. I assume I can
speak for most of us when I say
it's because we all have a passion
for and dedication to what we do.
This passion and dedication is
what makes our industry thrive.

Well, I'd better hop back
into the pickup and keep plowing.
It's snowing 2" an hour!
"Why do I do this?!" ~

27310 W CASE RD
WAUCONDA, IL

(848)526-0007

Fast, long-lasting relief of Localized
Dry Spot

Convenient and flexible formulation
that allows preventative or curative

control
Easy to apply and saves time

Safe to use any time of the year

On that note-see you all in
Dallas! ~

On Course ... (clmtillllcd from pagc 2)

and spending it with the family. At
our own club, we are researching
the history of the golf course. I
was extremely inlpressed by the
presentations I saw in November
by Dave Ward and John Jennings.
I thought pursuing this type of
project at Bryn Mawr would be
interesting and a way to involve
sonle of our veteran members. On
that note, the MAGCS will be
putting together a bit of a family
tree this year. It will be a his-
tory/listing of the golf course
superintendents who have served
at each course. It's a great idea for
our anniversary year and none
other than Robert Williams
planted the seed. Who says that
there is nothing as past as a past
presidentr

Koelper Golf Course
Construction

Lebanon Turf Products
Lemont Paving
Lewis Equipment
Martin Design Partnership
Martin Implement Sales
Master of the Links/Burdett's
Meadow Equipment,

Sales & Service
Mechanical Soil Technology
Midwest Turf & Tractor
Migratory Bird Management
Nels Johnson Tree Experts
On Target Animal

Damage Control
Palatine Oil Company
Peerless Fence Co.
Prime Turf
Riverwalls Ltd.
Timberline
Turf Partners
United Horticultural Supply
Zeneca Professional Products

Accurate Tank Technologies
Anton's Greenhouse
Arthur Clesen, Inc.
Bayer
Baja Turf Supply
The Bruce Company
Central Sod Farms
Century Rain Aid
Chicago Turf & Irrigation
Clauss Brothers
Commercial Turf
Conserv FS
Dunteman Turf Farms
Golf Creations
GreenCycle, Inc.
Halloran & Yauch
H & E Sod Nursery
High PSI
Hollembeak Construction
Huber Ranch Sod Nursery
Ulinois Turfgrass Foundation
J. W. Turf, Inc.
Koelper Brothers

See you all in Dallas.

~

On Course and the MAGeS thank
our February advertisers.

Director's Column (c01ltillllcd from pagc 5)

Yearly resolutions are often a
promise we make to ourselves,
usually of a self-improvement
nature. Come on now, we all know
what I'm talking about here. How
many times have we promised to
lose 10 pounds this next yearr In
our business, my favorite is the
perennial, "I promise to play more
golf next season. Well, this year for
sure!" On my part, this year's reso-
lutions will be to file extensions on
last year's resolutions. It's kind of
like requesting an extension on our
taxes; eventually, resolutions need
to be carried out, taxes need to be
done. I am obviously having some
fun with you all now, and that is
just to make my point, which is
simply this: let's have some fun!
Life is way too short to be worrying
about things that in the whole big
picture of our lives are really
insignificant! Enjoy!
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Golf course irrigation is a new game of sophisticated products and advanced
technologies. At Century Rain Aid, we are proud to represent Hunter Golf,
the leader in innovative control systems and manufacturer of the world's

best-selling rotors.

Our golf team can also assist with a wide range of services essential to golf courses:
controller board repairs (toll free: 888-855-9132), fountains, pumps, landscape lighting
and more. Call today for a free Century Golf Course Supplies Catalog or on-site
consultation: 800-642-3706.

lCENTURY RAIN AID J
More Than 130 Branches Coast to Coast

www.rainaid.com • email: rainaid@rainaid.com
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