
There are others in our Asso-
ciation who have similar
remembrances; here are a couple
recollections representative of the
many lives John touched.

John Buck was a special person
in so many ways. His way of con-
ducting business was like nobody
else)s-I call it the Jamaican way-
as he actually WO ULD go out of his
way to make sure the customer was
happy. Need a loaner for a spell while
your other-brand machine is being
repaired? No problem. Need our
technician to come out and help you
through a repair? No problem. Need
((customized))financing (i.e.) pay for
it when you can)? No problem.

It seemed that as long as we
were happy) john was too. The gen-
erosity of the man goes beyond his
treatment of customers-he was
that way with everyone. MAGCS
was a huge benefactor of John)s
goodness) as was every person that
ever worked for him or was fortu-

nate enough to have known him.
If you were down on your luck)
John would be there to offer you
whatever you needed. It)s just the
kind of man he was. Pll miss john)
and I think all of us in this
business owe him thanks for what
he)s done for us. We won)t see many
more like him.

-John Gurke, CGCS,
Aurora C.C.

I would like it stated that Mr.
John Buck was a gentleman)s gen-
tleman. I have dealt with john for
more than ten years) and in that
time I have come to think of him as
a friend. The loss of john is huge to
this industry. He loved his business
and loved the golf industry.

On a humorous note) I have to
say that he also was the one person
that I could never yell at. I had a
problem about two years back with
his company and boy) was I going to
let him know what I thought about

it. I drove out to J. W Turf with all
the intentions of letting him have it.
When I arrived) I was pumped up
and had my game plan together on
how to deal with this problem. But
once I was in front of his desk and
looked at that smile he wore every
time I saw him) I just clammed up.

Dealing with john always
made me feel like 1was dealing
with my dad; I never could yell or
say a bad word to him. For the
people out there that know me) this
never happens. I always say what
I am thinking unless it was with
john. The loss of john is huge to the
industry and I have lost a good
friend that would do everything in
his means to help anyone that
needed it. We will miss you) John.

-Scott Speiden, Itasca G.C.

Call Us Today
ForA Free
On-Site Evaluation

ELECTRONICALLY CONTROLLED PUMPING SYSTEMS
lNatertronics o'f'fersthe industry.s 'finest pu....ping syste ....s and

expert service 'for ALL BRANDS o'f irrigation pu....ping equip ....ent.

• New pump station design, manufacturing and sales
• Complete pump station installation services
• VFD and EBV pressure regulation upgrades
• Troubleshooting, repair and replacement of motors, pumps,

valves, controls, and control panels
• Extensive parts inventory available from our manufacturing

facility in Hartland, Wisconsin
• Complete lightning/surge protection packages
• Remote pump station monitoring packages
• Preventive maintenance programs tailored to your needs
• Complete retrofit of existing pump station controls to replace your

old technology Cla- Valve and pressure surge tank

For sales contact Jay Stellmacher 800 356 6686
For service contact Jerry Schaffer • •

Check out our vvebsite at: vvvvvv.vvatertronics.com
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NON-SELECTIVE FOLIAR SYSTEMIC HERBICIDE FOR WEED CONTROL

Introducing Touchdown PRO
Odorless Non-Selective Herbicide
• Foliar systemic weed control

• Patented formulation technology; contains unique glyphosate molecule

• Offers efficient retention and penetration of glyphosate into the weed

• Promotes translocation throughout the plant's vascular system to the
growing points for complete control

More Effective Penetration

Roundup@ Pro
1 day after use

Touchdown PRO
1 day after use

With its new technology, Touchdown PRO

leaves epidermal cells on the leaf intact.

The Roundup Pro treated leaf on the left

reveals crater-like areas where the chemical has

burst the epidermal cells. The Touchdown PRO

treated leaf on the right reveals dark spots that

are wet, but intact. The result? More active

ingredient penetrates to the roots and shoots.

IIsyngenta
www.syngentaprofessionalproducts.com

John Meyer
630-514-8748

Eric Foerster
630-514-8750

Timothy Keating
630-514-8997

~Simplot
T S'TM John Lebedevs

630-514-8745

Brian Baker
630-514-8744

Cubby O'Brien
630-514-8754

Simp/at Partners / ioea/Illinois Offiee
525 N. Enterprise Street • Aurora, IL 60504 • Office: (630) 499-1966 • Fax: (630) 499-1971

Important: Always read and follow label instructions before purchasing or using this product. @2001 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419.

Touchdown" and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. Roundup" is a trademark of Monsanto Company.
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FERTlUZER

any more aduanced and it would be a gouernment secret.
Lebanon Turf Product's exclusive Composite Technology'. Country Club@and IsoTek31@fertilizers offer you the best

in controlled release nitrogen. Composite Technology delivers better particle dispersion, better particle integrity and
the highest nitrogen activity of any homogeneous fertilizer made. For more information on IsoTek31 or Composite

Technology Country Club contact your local Lebanon Distributor or call 1-800-233-0628.

COMPOSITE
TECHNOLOGY "Lebanon

TURF PRODUCTS

lIlNSERV~
Making Your World Greener ...TM

.:. LEGEND Low Mow Blend
(100% Elite Ky Bluegrasses)

.:. LEGEND Fine Fescue Blend
(100% Fine Fescues)

.:. LEGEND Super Pro IT
(70% Elite Ky Blues / 30% Fine Fescues)

.:. LEGEND Super Pro ill
(1000/0Elite Ky Bluegrasses)

..... ;.:.:;:::~:::::::::r~:~:j:m;:r:::::::::::::.: .•... ".

"The W9te(a'~'~hty Co~'p';rty"

Te~li:ng• Evaluation • Treatment

I ~HAIRWAY I@
W\TER TREATMENT AMENDMENT

.:. FUTERRA BLANKETS
Natural and Green
40" x 135' (50 sq. yds)
82" x 135' (102.5 sq. yds)

27310 W Case Rd
Wauconda,IL
(800)300-4887

4304 S Beaumont
Kansasville, WI
(800)528-4584

6730 South Street
Tinley Park, IL
(708)532-4723

Exd~s,i,vecOistributor of the
Prime Turfse.(:i:~S,900 Injection ,,~tation

.......
.....::::::~:::::::~::

...:::; ::::::

For AllYourWatetQuali'1eds Call:

14200 S. Parker Rob'" ~ Lgf:kport, IL 60441
(800) 677-8097 • Fax: t:v08) 301-3351

:::
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ASK THE "EXPERT"
Randy I<ane, Ph.D. Director of Turfgrass Programs) CDGA

Is Dollar Spot Evolving into

an
Uncontrollable

Beast?

Any number of reasons could explain why dollar spot was severe at
your golf course last summer, but I believe the overriding factor was the
weather pattern( s) that occurred over the northeastern part of the country.
The summer of 2000 was fairly cool, with no hot spells in June, July or
August. The first 90-degree-plus day did not occur in Chicago until mid-
August, and there were only four 90-plus days all year. Daytime high
temperatures stayed in the 80- to 85-degree range, with fairly cool nights.reasons.

Year in and year out) dollar spot is the most commonly occurring disease ofgolf turf in the
upper Midwest. Dollar-spot fungi (Scleratinia? Rutstraemia?) frequently attack the bent-
grasses (Agrastis spp.) and Paa species(especiallyPaa annua and Paa trivialis) that grow on
our greens) tees) and fairways-and these are the most intensively managed and valuable
turfs on our golf courses. In some years) such as last summer (Y2I()) dollar spot persists
through most of thegrowing seasonand becomesa severe)chronicproblem. Therefore)repeated
fungicide applications and large monetary inputs can be required to control this disease.

Why was dollar spot especially severe in 2000? Have the dollar-
spot fungi changed or evolved into some uncontrollable,
fungicide-resistant beasts? Certainly, disease-control failures can arise
when a fungus n1utates to become fungicide-resistant, but there are a
number of other factors that should be considered when trying to
decide why a disease-control strategy failed. For example, dollar-spot
control problems can arise when superintendents are pressured to
reduce the frequency and/or concentration of fungicide sprays, both for
monetary and environmental reasons. Even if an effective fungicide is
used at the correct rate and interval, failures can still occur if application
equipment is inadequate, poorly calibrated, or if too low of an applica-
tion volun1e is used. These types of problems most commonly arise
when treating fairway turf, where most of the complaints about exces-
sive disease and poor disease control occur.

... dollar-spot control
problems can arise
when superintendents
are pressured to reduce
the frequency and/or
concentration of
fungicide sprays,
both for monetary
and environmental

We know that dollar spot is favored by moderate daytime tempera-
tures (65-85 degrees F) and cool, clear nights that promote heavy dew
formation. Because of this, in northern Illinois we generally see two peaks
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of dollar-spot activity, one in late 
May or early June, and another 
in late summer—around Labor Day 
(see Figure 1). Hot and/or dry 
weather in July and August 
generally reduces dollar spot 
"pressure"—but not last year! Tem
peratures remained in a moderate, 
dollar-spot-conducive range for 
most of the summer and well into 
autumn. Dollar-spot fungi were 
active for a long period of time 
without a break in the cycle. 

What other factors con
tribute to dollar-spot outbreaks or 
perceived lack of control? Turf 
management practices that reduce 
the plant's ability to resist infec
tions, or reduce the plant's ability 
to recover from infections, greatly 
increase dollar-spot severity. Of 
major importance is the mainte
nance of adequate fertility 
levels—especially nitrogen. Plants 
that are N-deficient are more 
prone to dollar spot and recover 
more slowly from infections once 
the disease is stopped. On fair-

8 

7 • 

6 
Disease 
Pressure 

Index 5 . 

4 

3 

DOLLAR SPOT OCCURRENCE PATTERNS 

Normal ^ — « ^ — • — 

I 
i 

A/7 

J/\AJ 

Xs\ A y -
\ 

\ 
\ 

May June July Aug Sep Oct Nov 

Figure 1. 
Graphical depiction of dollar-spot activity in 

northern Illinois in 2000 versus a "normal" year. 

ways, N rates are often kept low to 
keep leaf clippings to a minimum, 
since most courses collect and dis
pose of clippings. 

Also, plant growth regulators 
(PGRs) are often applied to fair
way turf to further reduce 

leaf-growth rates, clippings and 
the frequency of mowing per 
week. PGR applications just prior 
to or during a dollar-spot out
break can prolong symptoms, 
since leaf-growth rates are 
reduced. With slowed leaf growth, 

(continued on page 16) 

Figure 2. 
Chronic, out-of-control dollar spot can literally eat the infected turf right down to the "dirt. 
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Is Dollar Spot Evolving into an Uncontrollable Beast? (continued from page 15)

Figure 3.
Dollar spot fungicide trial at Cantigny in 2000; plot on right (foreground)

was treated with iprodione plus chlorothalonil while plot on left
was treated with thiophanatemethyl, confirming fungicide resistance

for the benzimidazole class of fungicides.

dollar-spot symptoms will remain
apparent even if the disease is
stopped by a fungicide or by a
change in the weather.

Another concern IS the
chemical make-up of certain
PGRs. Several widely used PGRs
slow leaf growth by an anti-
gibberellin mode of action, which
is closely related to the sterol-
inhibiting mode of action of
systenlic fungicides in the D MI
group (DMI demethylase
inhibitors). Freguent use of DMI
PGRs (e.g., Cutless, Enhancer,
Trimnlit) has been correlated with
development of dollar-spot resis-
tance to D MI fungicides
(Rubigan, Bayleton, Banner, etc),
especially where both PGR and
fungicide have been used simulta-
neously on a turf.

Another cultural factor that
can have an effect on dollar-spot
severity is the use of resistant
bentgrass cultivars. Unfortunately,
nlost turf nlanagers have not had
nluch of an opportunity to use
some of the newer resistant culti-
vars, unless they are managing a
new stand of turf. In the Chicago
area, most fairways consist of
mixed Poa annua) Poa trivialis

and old south Gennan or "Sea-
side" bentgrasses-all of which are
highly susceptible to dollar spot.
Certain clones of Poa trivialis
appear to be especially susceptible
and often show dollar-spot symp-
tonlS well before surrounding
patches of bentgrass. Research is
underway at Rutgers and other
northern universities to identifY
and develop dollar-spat-resistant
bentgrasses (both creeping and
colonial types). Hopefully, in the
not-too-distant future, we will
have dollar-spat-resistant bents
available for green-height and
tee/fairway-height turfs.

As mentioned before, fungi-
cide application parameters playa
critical role in controlling a
chronic foliar disease like dollar
spot. The first and foremost con-
sideration when evaluating a
poor-perfornling fungicide has to
be whether application rates and
spray intervals were appropriate.
Most fungicide labels state very
clearly: "When under high disease
pressure, use the higher (curative)
rate and the shortest interval to
insure control."

Unfortunately, on fairways we
usually find that the lowest label

... fungicide appli-
cation parameters
playa critical role
in controlling a
chronic foliar disease
like dollar spot.
Thefirst and foremost
consideration when
evaluating a poor-
performing fungicide
has to be whether
application rates
and spray intervals
were appropriate.

rate (or lower) and the longest
interval are being used. Note
that contact fungicides with
chlorothalonil as the active ingredi-
ent (e.g., Daconil) usually do not
provide adeguate control for more
than seven to ten days, while dicar-
boximides (Chipco GT, Curalan)
may last 14 to 21 days, and
demethylation inhibitor (DMI)
fungicides (Banner, Bayleton,
Eagle) may last 21 to 28 days
(assuming no resistance problems).

Also, on fairways it is much
more likely that the volume of
spray solution per acre is lower than
the manufacturer recommends.
Most of these problems occur on
fairways because of the time, labor
and cost involved in n1aking multi-
pIe applications to control a
comn10n disease like dollar spot.
Poor coverage of leaf tissue results
from low application volumes, and
can lead to lower levels of disease
control than anticipated.

(continued on page 18)
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A Continuing Tradition of Quality 
in Golf Course Renovation 

Restoration and New 
Construction 

the 
bruce 
comp 

[6DS3 B36-7D4 
W W W . B R U C E G D L F . C O M 

YOUR 

FULL 
S E R V I C E 

FUEL & 
LUBRICANT 

S U P P L I E R 
In business for 
iver 50 

1 

Quality products at competitive prices 

Mobil Oil Pegasus Award winner for outstanding customer service 

On-site fuel equipment programs or unattended fueling options 

Bulk lube equipment experts to serve you 

Assistance in complying with federal, state and local fuel taxes 

BONCOSKY 
OIL COMPANY 

Our goal is to provide complete 
customer service and satisfaction. 

739 NORTH STATE STREET ELGIN, IL 60123 800.628.7231 WWW.BONCOSKY.COM 

www.magcs.org 17 

http://www.magcs.org


Is Dollar Spot Evolving into an Uncontrollable Beast? (continued from page 16)

Finally, development of
dollar-spot resistance to fungicides
remains an ongoing concern, and
shouldn't be discounted by
superintendents who are having
dollar-spot control problen1s.
If you are experiencing chronic
dollar-spot control problems and
you have correctly applied the
appropriate fungicide( s), then it
becomes prudent to investigate
whether or not fungicide resis-
tance is developing on your
course. In Illinois, we have found
a few courses with obvious DMI
fungicide-resistant dollar spot.
However, the frequency of occur-
rence of this problem appears to
be fairly low (e.g., < 5%). Dollar
spot is such a variable fungus from
site to site, and it may be that true
DMI-resistance problems will
occur only very sporadically.

We continue to monitor golf
courses in Illinois that we suspect
have fungi that are less sensitive to

DMIs and other fungicides. Most
golf courses in the Chicago area
have benzimidazole (e.g., Cleary
3336 )-resistant dollar spot, and a
few courses have developed benz-
imidazole-resistant anthracnose as
well. The majority of Illinois golf
courses report no problems con-
trolling dollar spot with DMI or
dicarboximide fungicides. The few
courses that have shrinking residual
control of dollar spot with DMI
products are being investigated. In
general, we find that relatively sim-
pIe, in vitro laboratory tests can
confirm a developing DMI prob-
len1. After the intense disease
pressure of 2000, many courses
also reported lack of control with
chlorothalonil. However, we have
yet to find in the laboratory a
dollar-spot fungal strain that is
resistant to chlorothalonil, which is
a multisite inhibitor (and therefore
should have very little risk of
developing a resistance problem).

~~k.1

If you are experi-
encing chronic
dollar-spot control
problems and you
have correctly applied
the appropriate
fungicide(s), then
it becomesprudent
to investigate whether
or not fungicide
resistance is develop-.tng on your course.

~ION"
lABORATORIES. NCOIlPORATW

Performance Chemistry
for Aquatics and Turf

Spray Tank Additives
To Improve Your

Performance
00

r8NSERV~

r'\
Distributed By:
CONSERV FS
27310 W Case Rd
Wauconda, IL 60084
(847)526-0007
www.conservfs.com

We manage aquatic plants,
control algae, conduct water quality
testing, stock game fish, and install
aeration systems and nuisance geese

deterrents, all with an environmentally
sensitive approach.

Look to us for product equipment
and sales as well.

For a healthy waterway,
malte one tall.

•
_ AQUATIC WEED

TEe H N 0 LOG Y
For A Professional Consultation,

Call Rich Rollins at (630) 893 ...0810
email: richrollins@aquaticweed.com or www.aquaticweed.com

A division of Clarke Environmental Mosquito Management Co. Inc.
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~RFSEED,INC.

PICKSEED" "~ ~~
WILDFLOWERS

8050 W. 186th St. \!
Tinley Park, IL 60477 ..
ph: 708-444-2177
fax: 708-444-2199 S

Top Quality Certified Grass Seed
Clesen or Scotts Grass Seed Mixes

and Custom Blending
~

N 543 Diens Dr. A
Wheeling, IL 60090
ph: 847-537-2177 ARTHUR CLESEN INC.
fax: 847-537-2210 www.aclesen.com

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

We sell an air-dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

Chemical
Storage

Buildings

14' Wide x 22' long offers the
combination of heated chemical
storage and equipment rinse
capacity in one unit. Doors
located to fit your present facility.

620 Webster St.
Algonqum,IL

60102

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

Area Code 847
658-5303

HENRY FRENZER

PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING
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SUPER -N- SITE
Dave Braasch Hughes Creek G.C.
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Dan started his career serving as the assistant superintendent at
Hinsdale Golf Cub under the direction of Bob Maibusch. He then
moved on to oversee construction of the Illinois Golf Center in the
Loop before signing on to work with the Michael Jordan Golf Com-
pany for three years.

As one might ilnagine with a new course, not many changes
need to be made, with the exception of the forgiving fairways. Dan
would like to trim those up so that you have to earn your spot in the
short stuff.

Off the links, Dan is enjoying a happy life with his wife of six
years, Sheila, and their two children, Matthew, age 4, and Mae, nine
months. In his spare time, he coaches a sixth-grade basketball team,
swims and plays a lot of golf and basketball.

We'll see you in the Hoosier state in August. ~d~Hole no. 8 is a par 3.

The Tully clan: Sheila, Matthew, Dan and Mae.

Our August meeting takes us over the border to one of myoid stomping grounds) Crown
Point) Indiana) for a day at White Hawk Country Club with Dan Tully as our host.
Dan) a 37-year-old Illinois native (or FIB) as denizens of our neighboring states might
call him)) is in hisfourth year at White Hawk. This 1987 U of Igraduate is currently
in thefinal stagesofgrowing in the third nine at the 1997 Dick Nugent-designed track.

White Hawk's original 18 opened for play on Labor Day 1998
with many unique features. Several undisturbed wetlands and a cou-
ple of oak groves near holes 16 and 17 create a picturesque setting.
In fact, employees of Ryan Construction discovered evidence and
artifacts of an old Indian campground among the natural areas of the
course. Since then, a nun1ber of arrows and arrowheads have been
collected.
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