
Golf Course Irrigation • Pump Stations 
Controller Board Repairs/Replacements • Fountains/Lighting and More 

At Century Rain Aid, we have been working 
with golf course superintendents for more 
than 25 years helping them solve irrigation 
problems. Your local Century Golf specialist 
can help you replace a few rotors, update 
your existing system or plan new construc­
tion. Century represents the industry's 
leading manufacturers and we offer a wide 
range of solutions to meet your budget 
and renovation schedule. 

HUNTER GOLF 
With Hunter rotors, valves and central 
control systems you can achieve reliable, 
water-efficient irrigation. 

PUMP STATIONS 
An updated pump station can solve many 
site problems. Your local Century Golf rep 
can help you design and install a cost-
effective pumping system. 

FOUNTAINS, CLUBHOUSE LIGHTING 
Water features and landscape lighting can 
enhance your course. Talk with your Century 
Golf rep for ideas on making your site more 
attractive year-round. 

BOARDTRONICS 
CONTROLLER BOARD REPAIRS 
Replace worn or outdated boards for Toro® 
and Rain Bird® controllers. Fast 48-hour 
repair service: 888-855-9132. 

Century has the solutions . . . call today for an on-site consultation. 

ICENTURY RAIN Ami 
More Than 160 Branches Coast to Coast 
800-642-3706 • www.rainaid.com • email: rainaid@rainaid.com 
Controller Board Repairs and Replacements 888-855-9132 
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24,
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of
scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.
We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.
The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.
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10 Reasons to Use 

for Fall Aerification 
© Easy to apply 

O Environmentally safe; non-toxic, non-poluting, 

completely biodegradable, natural and organic 

O Improves seed germination 

O Reduces nutrient leaching and water losses in 

sandy soils 

© Holds and releases more moisture than any other 

natural organic material, including peat 

© Extraordinarily rich source of micronutrients 

and trace elements 

© Stimulates microbial activity 

0 Won't layer. Has the fastest decomposition rate 

of any commercially available organic material 

© Improves soil fertility and fertilizer utilization 

© Highest cation exchange capacity of 

any amendment! 

Cation Exchange Capacity 
(MEQ'S PER 100 GRAMS OF WATER) 

200 

100 

SAND-AID 
Sea Plant Meal 

50 PSA ClinoLite 

Profile 

0 

ZeoPro I 

ll University of Arkansas, 2001, by Dr. Mike Richardson 

The ability of the soil to exchange cations is a measure of its potential fertility. 
SAND-AID has the highest CEC of any amendment. 

All Granular Sea Plant Meals Are Not Created Equal. Ask for SAND-AID By Name. 

Call B0J0 Turf Supply: 1-815-469-6841 

fi 
Manufactured By: 

Emerald 
Isle, Ltd. 

Distributed By: 

MILLIKEN 
TURF PRODUCTS 

© 2001 Emerald Isle, Ltd. 
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Light on Fairways. Heavy on Productivity.

Jacobsen@ lF-3400™

The Jacobsen LF-3400 lightweight offers the
best of both worlds. For a manicured finish, the
LF-3400 features 7-blade, 5-inch diameter reels
that lightly follow the contours of your fairways.
The patented Jacobsen Turf Groomer'" turf
conditioner provides proven thatch control.
And for maximum productivity, the LF-3400
delivers 34-hp, a 100 inch mowing swath and
the patented FlashAttach@ reel- mounting system
for quick changeovers and maintenance without
tools. If you want the finish of a lightweight and
the productivity of a heavyweight, come in or
call today.
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visit us at our website, www.illinoislawn.com

.JACOBSEN

GOLF & TURF
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ON COURSE
WITH THE PRESIDENT

Brian Bossert, CGCS Bryn Mawr C. C.

Just Today
My Saturday was not unlike any of yours. Our staff was scrambling to keep the ((hot
spots)) wet on a scorching) dry end to the month of June. I was also looking to keep a
promise to my wife that I would be home at 9:30 a.m. for a few hours. The hot day would
require me back at the course in the afternoon and we would also be driving out of town
that evening for a family birthday celebration. Life was zipping along at its usual hec-
tic speed. Then I received the first of several calls regarding Tod Hopphan)s sudden and
fatal accident. Everything just stopped and my thoughts became reor;ganized. These
unfortunate and life-changing moments have a way of forcing things into perspective.

Living every day
"to thefullest))
should not mean
living togreat
indulgence. Some
people like to call
that "living large.))
Being right with
your God and your
fellow man should
be a priority.
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On behalf of the Association, we extend our deepest sYlnpathy
to the Hopphan family. I hope there is some comfort in knowing
that our family of superintendents has sent many thoughts and
prayers in their direction. I was not a close friend of Tod's, but as a
husband, father and fellow superintendent, I feel a strong sense of
loss. As I mentioned at the Orchard Valley meeting, I also feel a
strong sense of gratitude for working in this industry. The cama-
raderie that abounds in this business is special. I realize that I take
for granted the opportunity our Association provides: the simple act
of getting together once a month. You don't get to do that in every
line of work and the regular opportunity for fellowship and to edu-
cate ourselves is indeed a precious benefit.

Tod was an active member of the Association, having served on
several committees over the years. He also hosted a meeting last
year, complete with those great complimentary hats and the resur-
rection of the coat and tie with dinner tradition. To be sure, Tod was
following in the energetic footsteps of his father in terms of service
to the industry.

In conversation over the past days, I have heard several thoughts
and perspectives following this unfortunate tragedy. I can't help but
elaborate on one statement that I think is misinterpreted (and lnislived)
in this day and age. Living every day "to the fullest" should not nlean
living to great indulgence. Some people like to call that "living large."
Tad's death is a grim reminder that today and "right now" is all of
which we are assured. Being right with your God and your fellow man
should be a priority. "Getting as much as you can out of life" should be
less of a priority. If not for one juvenile's overindulgence, a family may
be one father, one son and one husband stronger.

(continued on page 37)



V At H&E Sod we don't play around with our.• 0 U can bentgrass so you can. All three of our bentgrass

1 d varieties meet the rigid USGA

P ay a ~oun specifications. H&E grows all
1. l bentgrass on fumigated, native sandy

loam type soil and they are Poa Annua free.on US. Penncross'" is known as the worldwide standard for
putting surfaces. It is a fast growing, disease resis-
tant, heat and wear tolerant bent sod.
Pennlinks™ is a great all purpose, upright growing
bentgrass. It is disease resistant and wears like no
other putting surface.
Penneagle™ is a fast growing, dark green creeping
bentgrass, which is perfect for tees and fairways.

H&E also grows a variety of great bluegrass blend
sods. Our new XL-2000, XL-lOa, and KY- 33 are
second to none for beauty and ease of maintenance.

All H&E bent and bluegrass turfs are available as
traditional cut or "Hydro-Cut", in regular or
"Big-Roll" sod rolls.

For more information on H & E Sod call, fax,
write or visit us on our Web site at www.hesod.com.

General Offices
3900 West 167th Street
Markham, IL 60426
708-596-7200
Fax 596-2481

Midwest
~'iii.;Jii; ~.iooS'if;~'T&.£;l jII~

North Suburban Sales
Depot & Warehouse

29800 North Highway 12
Wauconda, IL 60084
847-526-2300
Fax 526~2507

http://www.hesod.com.
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NEW TEAM
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AndersoDSTM
GOLF PRODUCTS

REBORDER YOUR FAIRWAYS WITH
.;# ,

HUBER RANCH SOD

The logo may have changed but Andersons and Reinders
commitment to quality products and unmatched service has not.

TURF PRODUCT SPECIALISTS

Scott Adams • 630-632-8468
Bruce Schweiger • 608-206-3500

Solutions & Supplies for the Green Industry
www.reinders.com
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN
Phil Zeinert, CGCS J(ishwaukee C.C.

2001:
A Golf

Odyssey

Please remember to establish a handicap and report your handicap
and GHIN number on the sign-up sheet. Also keep in mind the "two-
meeting" rule for the annual championship. I hope to see you in
September at Barrington Hills Country Club with your "A" game,
ready for the challenge of unseating our reigning champions. ~~~

You may already have noticed that the merchandise for prizes and
the flags used for golf events have the 75th anniversary logo on them.
The logo was developed by Don Ferreri and the 75th Anniversary
Committee, and it sure looks great on the flags and merchandise. We
have a sign-up sheet for those wishing to purchase a 75th anniversary
flag for $20. I will also be willing to sell, at cost, the merchandise we
have on hand. Please sign up at the registration table at one of the
upcoming events, e-mail me at philatkcc@aol.com or call me at 815-
758-5273.

We will also enforce the requirement of every competitor main-
taining a handicap with a corresponding GHIN number. It takes five
scores to establish a valid handicap. Anyone without the proper
resources to establish a handicap can reach me at 815-758-5273.

What do Bob I(ronn) Dave Mayzel) I(erry Blatteau) Steve Van Acker and Todd Schmitz
have in common? They were MAGCS golf champions of their respective flights for the
year 2000. We hope that these past champions will return to defend their titles this
September at Barrington Hills Country Club.

According to the MAGCS Golf Committee's standard operating
procedures, all annual tournament competitors must have attended at
least two MAGCS events this year, prior to the annual tournament. The
ITF combined meeting will count towards the total of the two-meeting
requirement. Plaques will be awarded for low gross in the Champi-
onship Flight, and low net scores in the First, Second, Third,
Commercial A and Commercial B flights.

You may already
have noticed that
the merchandise
for prizes and theflags
usedfor golf events
have the 75th anniver-
sary logo on them.
We have a sign-up
sheetfor those wishing
to purchase a 75th
anniversary flag for
$20.

www.magcs.org 7

mailto:philatkcc@aol.com
http://www.magcs.org


TRIBUTE
John Gurke, CGCS Aurora C.C.

In Memory of
Tad

Happhan
((Sometimes it seems like a man ain)t the master of his own destiny ...
The ball takes a funny bounce here or a putt takes a funny little turn. ))

- Sam Snead

As we are all aware, the Midwest lost one of its members on Sat-
urday, June 30. Tod Hopphan, superintendent of Elgin Country Club,
husband to Debra, father to Chad, Jenna and Claire, nephew of Hans,
and son of longtilne MAGCS member Carl, was killed in an automobile
accident while on his way to work. Words cannot express the sudden
and tragic nature of this accident that took the life of a 37-year-old man.
I had known Tod since our college days, and our paths seemed to cross
frequently thereafter. Tod worked for his father at Aurora Country
Club, and was responsible for the tree nursery that still exists there and
which I pass on my way to the shop every morning. We would see each
other at U of I alumni meetings. We'd see each other at MAGCS meet-
ings and CAGCS meetings. My last correspondence with Tod was on
the MAGCS message board, where we exchanged barbs about bunker
edging. I never could have imagined that this would be our last discus-
sion. Now we have only the memories-good memories of what a great
guy he was. Generous is a word that comes to mind. Tod was always
there to host a meeting, to help out a friend or to have a kind word.
What I did not know became clear at the lovely memorial service on

'llJuly 7- Tod was a devout Christian who played an integral part in his
church. The impact he had on those around him was evidenced by the
huge showing of friends and family there. We were treated to a glance
at a side of Tod that many did not know existed-a man of God and

l''lhlk church and family. A man whose purpose in life was as clearly defined as
black on white. Tod knew what his life was about, and shared it with
those around him in the best ways he was able-through dralna,
through humor and through love. Our deepest sympathies go out to
Tod's family and friends during this very trying time. ~~1.4
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Introducing Landpride 
Multi Injection Systems 

The Only Unit On The Market 

To Inject Dry Or Liquids 

To The Root Of The Problem. 

And Introducing The Star Of 

The 1998 Masters - S u b A i r 

Control The Root Zone 
Through Science 

Give Your Roots Some Air 
With SubAir P r e c i s i o n 
I n j e c t i o n Of Dry Or Liquid 
Amendments With LandPride 
E x c l u s i v e l y D i s t r i b u t e d 
By: Lewis Equipment 
55 E. P a l a t i n e Rd. 

P r o s p e c t H e i g h t s I I 60070 

( 8 4 7 ) 5 3 7 - 6 1 1 0 f a x : ( 8 4 7 ) 5 3 7 - 5 7 3 6 

R e p r e s e n t e d By: John B e r a r d u c c i 

C a l l The B e a r : ( 8 4 7 ) 3 6 7 - 7 7 2 8 

m o b i l e : ( 8 4 7 ) 3 4 7 - 5 1 0 5 

SINCE 1956 

Meadow Equipment 
Sales & Service, Inc. 

Well Drilling/Pump Service 
27 W. 021 St. Charles Road 

Carol Stream, IL 60188 

• Water Well Drilling / Rehabilitation 

• Pump Sales and Service 

• Large Selection of Pumps 
Line Shaft / Submersible 

• Booster Pumps 

• Servicing all Makes and Models 

• Complete Water Well Systems 

• Design and Consulting 

• Maintenance Programs 

• Special Rates on Winter Servicing 

• 24 Hour Emergency Service 

Authorized Sales and Service 
for Leading Pump Manufacturers 

i f l CAROL STREAM: (630) 231-6250 

| l TOLL FREE 
i \ (800)704-2415 

"Where Meadow Goes, 
the Water Flows" 
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TRIBUTE
Jim McNair, CGCS Orchard Valley G. C.

Rememberin
John
Buck

Holly Gilmour (L, center)
and John Buck (R, center)

with two of John's
countless friends.

One of the greatest rewards of being a member of the MAGGS is the sense of fraternity
in the relationships that we develop over the years in the pursuit of our profession. We are
drawn together through our efforts to achieve a common goal. Whether we are selling
products) representing a manufacture]) servicing equipment orgrowing grass) we are the
industry of golf course management. We have recently lost a major player in our local
profession in the passing of John Buck.

... he was always
the kind of person
that was willing
to help, wherever
it was needed.
Whether it was
personal or profes-
sional, you could
always count on
John Buck and
that friendly smile.
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I would like to use a few column inches here in the publication he
was very quick to support when we made the transition to the upgraded
color format. When the Bullsheet was evolving to become On Course,
many additional costs were being incurred. This necessitated that the
advertising rates be raised to cover these costs. At the time, there was a
fair amount of skepticism on the part of the MAGeS Board of Direc-
tors that we would be able to pay for these improvements solely
through advertising revenue. One of the keys to making this happen
was that we had to sell everyone of the back cover color ads for the next
year. We had sent out the notice to advertisers of the opportunity to buy
space for full-color ads and had only received orders for half (six
months) of the issues. For some reason, J.W. Turf hadn't received the
notice. When I called John to see if I could interest him in buying some
of the remaining spots, he said, "Hell yes! I'll buy 'em all." The next
year, when one of the major chen1ical manufacturers that had purchased
three months' worth of color ads had to cancel their commitluent
because of a merger, we were once again faced with an advertising
shortfall. Once again, John purchased these spots in addition to what he
had already booked.

I guess I want everyone to know that he was always the kind of
person that was willing to help, wherever it was needed. Whether it was
personal or professional, you could always count on John Buck and that
friendly smile.


