
Our founding father and first president John MacGregor (L)
celebrates his 75th birthday at Ravisloe c.c. in 1960. Next to

Mr. MacGregor is another prominent figure in the world of golf who
contributed substantially to our Association's growth-John Coghill.

Fred Sherwood-all charter
members of NAGA-along with
their 12 comrades chose Mid-
West Greenkeeper's Association
(MWGA) to be our birth name,
and planted the seeds from which
our 700-member-plus organiza-
tion has blossomed and flourished
through these past 75 years.

In the Morning,
In the Evening,

Ain't We Got Fun!
To understand why our

profession's forefath rs formed
these two organizations at this
particular time, it i important to
know what wa taking place in
America and around the world.
World War I had recently ended,
and the brief economic boom
that followed produced a nation
starved for recreation. January 16,
1920 aw the enactment of
Prohibition, which led many of
America' law-abiding citizen to
seek entertainment in speakea i s,
where illegal liquor fl wed and

flappers danced the nights away.
Prohibition also led to the rise of
organized crime syndicates in the
country's big cities-most notori-
ous of these being AI Capone's
North Side gang in Chicago. After
many years of intense lobbying,
women now had the right to vote
with the passing of the 19th
Amendment. Four presidents held
office during the '20s-Wilson,
Harding, Coolidge and Hoover-
while Americans were trading in
their ic boxes for new electric
Frigidaires and enjoying such new
products as La Choy hinese
food, Good Humor ice cream
suck rs, Maxwell House coffee
and Baby Ruth bars. ewly-
formed Warner Brothers,
Columbia Pictures and Metro-
Goldwyn-May r were delighting
America with the likes of Mae
We t, Rudolph Valentino, Greta
Garbo and harlie haplin; by
the end of the decade, amazed
moviegoer witne sed the first
"talkie ."

Professional sports were also
becoming popular, as the first
radio broadcasts of sporting
events like as heavyweight prize
fights and the World Series made
household names of men such as
Babe Ruth, Jack Dempsey and
Gene Tunney. Golf was among
the sports to enjoy huge popular-
ity in the '20s, thanks in large part
to characters such as Walter
Hagen, winner of four PGA
championships (including the
1925 tournament at Olympia
Fields C.C., which also hosted the
1928 U.S. Open) and two West-
ern Opens; Gene Sarazen, winner
of one U.S. Open (at Skokie
Country Club in 1922) and two
PGAs; and Bobby Jones, the ama-
teur phenom from Georgia who,
from 1920 to 1929, captured the
imagination of a country with vic-
tories in three U.S. Opens (and
second place in four others), four
U.S. Amateurs and two British
Opens, to name but a few. Jones
also led the United States teams to
Walker Cup victories throughout
the decade, including an 11-1
drubbing of the British team at
Chicago Golf Club in 1928 (Bob
0' Link Golf Club also submitted

(continued on page 22)

Golf was among
the sports to enjoy
huge popularity
in the J20s, thanks
in large part
to characters such
as Walter Hagen,
Gene Sarazen
and Bobby Jones.
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Til Roaring Twontle ... (continued from page 21)

The 1928 Walker Cup matches at Chicago Golf Club featured Bobby Jones and
Chick Evans, shown on the sixth green with opponents Major Hezlet and WL.

Hope. The American team went on to post an 11-1 victory over Britain.

a bid for the vent, but was
declined in favor of hicago

. .). Th "Georgia Peach" cul-
minated hi rna tery of the game
by winning the newly-coined
"Grand lam" of golf in 1930,
with victories in the U. . Open
and Amateur and the British Open
and Amateur. hicago-area clubs
were popular top for the young
P tour, and everal of our local
club profe ional were very uc-
ce ful in competition again t
formidable oppon nts like "The
Haig" (Hag n) and "Th quire"
( arazen). Throughout the '20s,
in addition to the .. Opens held
locally, the We tern Open made
top in our neck of the wood in

1920 (Olympia ield .. , where
len View lub' Jock Hutchi on

won), in 1924 at alum t . ., in
1927 at Olympia Field and in
1928 at orth h re . . Other
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local club pros of the era who
made an impact on the world of
golf included Tommy Armour, the
" ilver Scot" from Medinah C.C.,
Johnny Revolta from Evanston
C.C., Harry "Lighthorse" Cooper
from Glen Oak C.C. and Horton
mith from Oak Park C.C.

Ye, golf was the sport of
choice for the upper-class,and was
now gaining popularity amongst
the masse a well. a longer was
a untan the characteristic pock-
mark of the working man-it was
now the fa hionable look of the
man of leisure. The U GA finally
approved teel- hafted clubs,
which became widely available to
golf' new generation. What wa
lacking were playing venues, and
the '20 aw golf Calli e can true-
tion reach astron mical heights-

(continued on page 24)
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Buying Syngenta Professional Products
Becornos Even More Rewarding!

• The Total Turf Managers Team program is expanding to become part of the new
Syngenta Pro Rewards program. Current TIMT member points will automatically
roll over to the Pro Rewards program .

• Pro Rewards is our way of thanking you for purchasing Banner MAXX®,
Barricade". Daconil", Heritaqe", Primo MAXX®, Subdue MAXX®,and other
Syngenta Professional Products .

• Earn points for Dell' computers, Makita" leaf blowers, Troy-Bilt" lawn mowers,
and Echo" backpack sprayers to help your golf course operation.

• You can also earn points toward rewards for employees-like Super Bowl tickets,
Caribbean cruises, sporting goods, and more-or toward donations to charities
or associations of your choice.

Call 708-217-8509 to talk to your local Syngenta sales
representative Jim Shone and learn more about Pro Rewards.

syn{enta
Important: Always read and follow label instructions before purchasing or using these products.

C2001 Syngenta. Syngenta Professional Products, Greensboro, NC 27419. Banner-, Barricade", Daconil", Heritage·, MAXX , Primo·,
and Subdue are trademarks of Syngenta. Dell" is a trademark of Dell Computer Corp. Echo· is a trademark of Echo, Inc.

Makita· is a trademark of Makita USA, Inc. Troy-Bil is a trademark of Troy-Bilt, Inc.

www.magcs.org 23

http://www.magcs.org


The Raring 1\v ntic ... (continued from page 22)

especially in the Chicago area.
Some of the great architects of the
ra- Donald Ross, Harry Colt,

Charles Blair MacDonald, Charles
Hugh Alison, William Boice
Langford, harles Maddox,
Albert Warren Tillinghast and
Tom Bendelow among them-
provided the Midwest with some
of its finest and most revered
tracks during this decade. The list
of area golf courses built during
the '20s includes Barrington Hills
C.C., Bartlett Hills G.C., Briar-
wood .., Bryn Mawr C.C.,
Butterfield C. ., Calumet C.C.,
Edgewood Valley C.C., Knoll-
wood, Medinah C.C., aperville

.C., Olympia Fields C.C. orth
Course, t. Charles C.C., Twin
Orchard . ., un et Ridge C.C.,
horeacre, Mi sion Hills C.C.,
orth hor C.C., Ruth Lake

C. ., ilver Lak G.C. orth
Course, KishwaukeeC.C., Rolling
Green G. . and Villa Olivia G. .
Outside hicagoland, courses the
like of eminol, Winged Foot,
Olympic lub, Fir tone and Peb-
ble Beach took shape. This wave
of golf cour e openings paved the
way for the little-known green-
keeper profe ion to organize and
assert it elf as one of the game's
leading player.

From the Ashes
Rises the Phoenix

John Morley began hi career
a a vegetable farmer in hi native
England. Ohio' Young town
Country lub hired orley in
1913 to provide fre h vegetable
for it new menu, a job that led to
him becoming the greenke prof
that club. He wa later commis-
sioned with the honorar rank of

olonel by the governor of Ken-
tucky in 1930 when G held
it annual conference and how in
Louisville. 01. orley' directive
to John MacGregor and th other
charter G memb r from the
Midwe t to organize the di trict
was the spark that ignited the
founding of our ociation. The
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When Lucky Lindy touched down in Paris on May 21, 1927,
the door to traveling the globe opened to all.

founding fathers of the Mid-West
Greenk ep r' As ociation, with
MacGregor at the helm, received
commi sion to arrange the first
national convention of AGA,
which took place at the Hotel
herman in Chicago in March

1927 (this would be the site of
four future conference). om 80
greenkeeper from around the
country came by rail and by road
to the Windy ity for the inau-
gural conference, and thanks to
th hard work of our pred cessor ,
the show wa a great ucce s. John
Mac r gor, the long-time uper-
intendent of hicago Golf lub,
continued to lead the MW A

until 1929, when vice president
Alex Binnie from Shoreacres was
elected to serve the now 90-plus
membership.

The world was changing
rapidly during our Association's
infancy-the Scopes "Monkey
Trial" resulted in a ban on teach-
ing the theory of evolution in
schools, Ford Motor Company
started the 40-hour work week,
19-year-old Gertrude Ederle
became the first woman to swim
the Engli h Channel, Mickey
Mou e made his debut in "Steam-
boat Willie" and Charles "Lucky
Lindy" Lindbergh made the his-



PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

toric first trans-Atlantic flight from
New York to Paris. The golf main-
tenance business was changing
too, with the debut of DSGA's
The Bulletin of the Green Section in
1921 (forerunner to today's Green
Section Record) and the first use of
a green -speed measuring device in
1929-a pendulum on a tripod
called the Arnott Mechanical put-
ter. It is ironic that many of the
1920s revolutionary innovations
are still in use today, and many of
the agronomic problems faced by
greenkeepers back then remain the
hot topics in seminars and round-
table discussions to this day.
Newfangled power mowers made
their debut, and crazy notions
such as bentgrass fairways, irriga-
tion systems and Milorganite as a
substitute for manure were fodder
for debate. Pressing issues dis-
cussed among greenkeepers
included earthworms, moss on
putting greens, brown patch dis-
ease, grubs, Japanese beetles,
attracting birds to the golf course

Washed Sod
That Fits Your

Course To A Tee!

and fairway topdressing. The Mid-
West Greenkeeper's Association,
under its strong and dedicated
leadership, was poised to soar with
the winds of these changing times.

All Good Things
Must Come to an End ...

The end of the '20s marked
the end of America's idyllic mood.
On October 29, 1929-Black
Tuesday-the stock market col-
lapsed, triggering the onset of the
Great Depression. Even with this
black cloud hanging over the
country, golf continued its steady
growth, as did the organization of
which we are a proud part today.
Did the Great Depression stop the
growing game of golf in its tracks?
How did the onset of World War
II affect our industry? Find out
the answers to these and other
questions next month when
Erwin McIZone examines the '30s.

~

620 Webster St.
Algonqurn, IL

60102
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• PENNCROSSTM
BENT SOD

• PENNLINKSTM
BENT SOD

• PEN EAGLETM
BENT SOD

• XL,100 BLEND
SODTM

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

Available as H & E Hydro-cut" Wa hed ad
or traditionally cut sad with oil.

" ingle ource Convenience"

We sell an air-dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

HENRY FRENZER
Area Code 847

658-5303

GE ERAL OFFICES:
3900 We t 167th treet

Markham, IL 60426
Fax:708..596 ..2481

Phone: 708..596 ..7200
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MIDWEST VOICES

On Course welcomes your letters on subjects covered in the magazine) matters of green
industry interest and topicspertinent to the MAGCS/GCSAA. While each submission must
carry a signature and identifying information) we will consider on a case-by-casebasis
lvithholding an author's name upon his/her request. Please note that the opinions expressed
herein are thoseof the author(s) and not necessarilythoseof On Course or the MAGGS.

Gene Thompson
bids farewell.

To my many friend and
colleagues at MAGC ,

orne one once aid that
there is nothing so important as
family and friends. Having already
suffered more los es in my family
than anyone hould have to, I am
a aware of thi a anyone can b .
Due to my Dad' curr nt health
situation, I am re igning from
Indian Lake Re ort and prepar-
ing to move down clo er to him in

t. imon I land, G orgia. It i
extremely hard leaving all of our
many friend here and we will mi
you all greatly. Indian Lake i

about to enter what will probably
be its finest hour as they prepare
to begin a complete renovation of
all 36 holes, and I am deeply sad-
dened that I will miss it. Making
the decision to leave was a very
difficult decision, yet it was also
extremely easy. Some things are
just more important.

Having been a member of
the MAGCS since 1979, I have
made many friends. I would like
to thank the "older and wiser"
superintendents who made me
feel so welcome when I first joined
the Association. Your kindness
and warmth were greatly appreci-
ated. I would also like to thank
the many vendors whose knowl-
edge, guidance and assistance
always helped to make my life eas-
ier. To my many friends at the
Wednesday night Fox Valley Golf
League, I would like to say thanks
for all of the good times and fond
memories. I would be remiss if I
didn't say a special thank you to
Dave Meyer, for giving me a
chance back in 1974, and allowing
me an opportunity to work in the
greatest profession in the world.

I look forward to hopefully
seeing you all at the next conven-
tion in Orlando. May God bless
you all.

Gene Thompson
511 Clement Circle
St. Simons Island, Georgia 31522

Paul Voykin can't
stay out of trouble.

Coming from the Canadian
Turfgrass Conference last week in
Vancouver, I had to make a short
one-and-a-half-hour stop in Seat-
tle. At 10:55 a.m. the earthquake
hit the city, and of course the air-
port where I was waiting for a
12:05 p.m. departure. WOW!
What an experience, people crying
and shaking. I was quite calm and
helped some people regain their
composure and then we were
herded outside because of struc-
tural failure fears in the airport
building.

Anyways-tornado last year,
quake this spring. No rocking
chair for me.

Sincerely,
Paul Voykin
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• $25 .......... "'1l1li"'1 SET.
Right now when you order at least 3 tons of any combination of Country Club, IsoTek'l~ NX-PR~ ParEx:
or PERK- from Lebanon Turf Products, we~ll make a $25 donation in your name to your local GCS Association.

It's just our way of saying thank you to our valued customers. And it's your way of sampling the most innovative slow-release nitrogen

products on the market. Simply fill out and return the coupon below along with proof of purchase to take advantage of this great offer.

--------------------------------------------- ..
Superintendent's name: Golf Course Name: _

Address: City: State: _ Zip: _

Phone:L-J E-mail: _

Local GCS Association: _

Mail to: ........ .-.rs Attn; Gary Neyman • 1600 E. Cwnberland St • Lebanon, PA 17042
Colf-lnulidfronlenlt'dttN lONor-ofJ1fi« list ~c.wb: bo~ NX.pRO:1tIr~ orPEIlrprot/llc# borMwn.klN.y 1.20011111d.Nttt!30.2001.~---------------------------------------------

Lebanon
TURFPROOUCTS...- ......

WANT 100 DAY
CONTROL OF YOUR

FERTILIZER?
. HJCT-2

Coated Nitrogen Technology
Coated Potassium Technology

• Saran wrapped 13 times by little
fingers
4°tlo release per week•

27310 W CASE RD
WAUCONDA, n,

(848)526-0007

6730 SOUTH STREET
TINLEY PARK, n.

(708)532-4723

mba OivisiaJ of Lepate w"ter Techrdogies & Biochem, Inc.

marine biochemists
Professional Aquatic Management

~ Aquatic Plant and Algae Control
• Treatment Programs
• Biological Control Programs

~ Water Qualilty Assessment
• Dissolved Oxygen
• Nutrient Levels

~ Aeration Systems
• Custom Designs, Sales and Service

~ Surface Floating Fountains
• Aqua Master ® & Aqua Control ®

~ Fisheries Management
• Surveys and Stocking

~ Wetlands Mitigation
• Herbicide Management

~ Professional Consultants
604 E. North St. Suite B, Elburn, IL 60119
Phone: (630) 365-1720 Fax (630) 365-1721
800-558-51 06 ext. 106

visit us at our web site: www.marinebiochemists.com
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Pump
More
Iron.

ot all iron chelate are the same.

Sprint deliver more iron
to your plant , maintaining
iron availability when other
product fall hart. The
difference li in B cker
Underwood' higher-quality
chelation. Independent t t
prove that print chelate
outperform every other iron
on the market. And by

complying with ISO 9001
pecilication ,every container

of Sprint provides the arne,
consistent quality that
nur ery and greenhou e
manager have trusted for
more than 15years. Ask
for Sprint and pump more
iron into your plant for
more profit.

•••••.....
BECKER
UNDERWOOD~NC.

:. ; ; ; ;THESDOCEOFINNOVAnmr

515-232-5907.800-232-5907. Fax 515-2325961. www.bucolor.com

ACME MATERIALS CO.
1-800-397 -1105

GREE
IVOT
MIX

TOP DRESSING BD KER AND
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The Greensffroomer" moves
topdressings three ways for every

three feet of forward motion.
• User Friendly

• No Lifting to Operate..~
IVIIOVVEST
nJRF & TRACT'DR....-

(815) 469 ..8500 (708) 301 ..8500

SERVING THE UPPER MIDWEST
We understand the importance of minimizing
costly down time on a busy golf course. That's
why Seasonal Services is your first choice for
fairway aerification.

At Seasonal Services we use two Cushman
GA-60 Aerators. This provides faster, more
efficient service to our clients with a superior
hole quality for more effective aerification.

We offer prompt, convenient Daytime and
Evening service and provide references if
desired.

Ph: 262.392.3444
Fax:262.392.3445

http://www.bucolor.com


WACKER RAMMERS
Often Copied, Never Duplicated

."Available with 4" shoe
for narrow trenches

"'Superior balance means
less operator fatigue

*Purchase or Rental

1!1~T1N~MPLEM;)
16400 S. l04tb Avenue
Orland Park, IL 60467

(708) 349-8430

TA&E ~ONTllOL OF YOlJll TlJBF I

Are grubbing skunks causing thousands of
dollars worth of damage to your course?

Are beavers having a field
day with your freshly planted trees?

On Target Animal Damage Control.
Specializes in the selective control of grubbing

skunks and beaver removal. Our control
methods have proven to be 100% effective in
major golf courses in the Chicago area. Stop
spending thousands of dollars on insecticides

intended to control the grubs.

-$- ON TARGET A.D.C.
P.o. BOX 469 CORTLAND, IL 60112

815-286-3039

-- --- ------ -- --- --- ----- -~
AQUATROLS Aqueduct, Break Thru, Clean Carbon,

Infiltrx, Primer
Turf Shield
True Foliar Feed Fertilizers
BioStimulants, Soil Amendments,
Biologicals, Nutrients
Blazon, Mirage
Soil Amendents
Lebanon Country Club, NXPro, ParEx
Zeneca, Regal, Clearys
True Surface Vibratory
Roller & Brush Systems
Accuform, ParAide, Standard

810 WORKS
810 TURF GRO
EMERALD ISLE

MILLIKEN
PSA
GRANULAR FERTILIZERS
PLANT PROTECTANTS
EQUIPMENT

TEE & GREEN EQUIPMENT

Leaders in Service and Advanced Turfgrass Technology
Website: www.BTSIUSA.com • e-mail: info@BTSIUSA.com

24356 HARVEST HILLS ROAD • FRANKFORT, IL 60423
800-732-9401 • Fax: 815-469-8248
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John Gurke) CGC
Contributing Editor

April 23 - MAGC monthly
meeting at Ruffled Feathers
Golf Club, Dan Albaugh host.......................................
May 6 - J.W. Turf Annual
Consignment ale Auction in
Hamp hire, Illinois. More
details below.......................................
May 7 - ITF Combined Golf
Day at Ki hwaukee Country
Club, Phil Zeinert, CGCS
host.

The 72nd GC AA Int rnational
Golf ourse Conf r nee and
how in Dalla i now a memory,

and we are all hopefully back in
one piece (no thank to the
choppy flights). Here are a few of
the highlights (and lowlight ):.........•..••.....•.•.......•..........

onference attendance was
20,600 (down 5%from last y ar),
mo t of whom were privileged to
see General H. orman

chwartzkopf give a tirring talk
that both amused and motivated
the large crowd at the op ning
ession. The 75th anniv rsary

lapel pin given out at the door
wa a nice touch by GC.•........•...........................•.
The annual meeting re olved ev-
eral important is ue , mo t
notably the pa ing of the Profe -
sional Development Initiative
(PDI) by a re ounding 76%. Of
local intere t, Tommy Witt,
CGCS, previou ly of Wyn tone
Golf lub, was elected pr ident
of G AA, whil Hin dale olf

lub' Bob Maibusch, CGCS
wa reelected a director, along
with ean Hoolehan, G , pre-

Shee~
viously at Butler National. For
more on Tommy Witt, check out
page 13 of your March 2 issue of
Golfweek)s Superintendent News.

On February 15, Chicago Turf &
Irrigation, Inc. was recognized as
Distributor of the Year for 2000
by Otterbiney'Barebo, Inc. of
Emmaus, PA. The award honors
a combination of sales, marketing
and service. Rich Daly of CTI
accepted the award-the fourth
he and CTI have received-in
Dallas. Congratulations to Rich
and the folks at CTI.

The biggest event of the confer-
ence was obviously the MAGCS
Hospitality Suite in the Adam's
Mark Hotel. Our generous
donors and the people behind
the scenes (Paul Yerkes of Lesco
and Kevin DeRoo of Bartlett
Hills G.C.) are the folks to thank
for two very fine nights. Paul's
director's column (p.7) goes into
much more detail about this, but
after enjoying the great food and
refreshments, I had to chime in
with another cheer of gratitude
from all of us to our sponsors. I'd
also like to point out an omission
from the contributors' banner
that was displayed in the room-
Layne Western was mistakenly
left off the banner, but was a
generous contributor to the
room. Thanks to Tom Healy for
not taking the money back............••........•••...•............

The trade show (however difficult it may have been getting to it in
the dreadful weather) was very well laid out and had something to
offer everyone in attendance. The 75th anniversary displays
throughout the convention center were a nice way to revisit the
past and learn about the history of our national association and its
affiliated chapters. Prominently featured in the chapter history dis-
play (which was a disappointing out-of-the-way corner outside the
trade show floor) were items and manuscripts from both MAGCS
and the Chicagoland Association of Golf Course Superintendents .

(continued on page 33)
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