
Introducing Landpride
Multi Injection Systems

The Only Unit On The Market
To Inject Dry Or Liquids
To The Root Of The Problem.
And Introducing The Star Of
The 1998 Masters - SubAir
Control The Root Zone
Through Science

Give Your Roots Some Air
With SubAir Precision
Injection Of Dry Or Liquid
Amendments With LandPride
Exclusively Distributed
By: Lewis Equipment
55 E. Palatine Rd.
Prospect Heights II 60070
(847)537-6110 fax:(847)537-5736
Represented By: John Berarducci
Call The Bear: (847)367-7728

mobile: (847)347-5105

SINCE 1956

Meadow Equipment
Sales & Service, Inc.

Well Drilling/Pump Service
27 W. 021 SI. Charles Road

Carol Stream, IL 60188

• Water Well Drilling I Rehabilitation

• Pump Sales and Service

• Large Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft I Submersible

• Booster Pumps

• Servicing all Makes and Models

• Complete Water Well Systems

• Design and Consulting

• Maintenance Programs

• Special Rates on Winter Servicing

• 24 Hour Emergency Service

Authorized Sales and Service
for Leading Pump Manufacturers

CAROL STREAM: (630) 231-6250

TOLL FREE
(800) 704-2415

"Where Meadow Goes,
the Water Flows"



2001
BOARD OF

DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Brian Bossert, Bryn Mawr c.c.
Home: 847-492-1138, Office: 847-677-4112
E-mail: briancgcs@aol.com

VICE PRESIDENT
luke Strojny, Poplar Creek G.c.
Home: 630-830-7370, Office: 847-310-3618
E-mail: lukes2@juno.com

SECRETARY I TREASURER
Kevin DeRoo, Bartlett Hills G.c.
Home: 847-697-0595, Office: 630-483-4991
E-mail: kdroo@juno.com

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
George Minnis
MAGCS P.O. Box 760, Batavia, IL 60510
Office: 630-406-5356, Fax: 630-406-5456
E-mail: geo@magcs.org

BOARD
Fred Behnke, Mount Prospect G.c.
Home: 773-774-1486, Office: 847-632-9331
E-mail: Fbehnke@juno.com

John Gurke, Aurora c.c.
Home: 630-801-0786, Office: 630-892-3600
E-mail: Boomding@aol.com

Gary Hearn, Salt Creek G.c.
Home: 630-350-2634, Office: 630-773-4790

Michael Mumper, Park Ridge c.c.
Home: 773-248-8683, Office: 847-823-8682
E-mail: mumps55@aol.com

Gregg Rosenthal, Kemper Lakes G.c.
Home: 847-359-0750, Office: 847-320-3450
E-mail: grosenthal13@aol.com

Phil Zeinert, Kishwaukee c.c.
Home: 815-748-5730, Office: 815-758-5273
E-mail: PHILatKCC@aol.com

PRESIDENT EMERITUS
Donald Ferreri, Seven Bridges G.c.
Home: 630-357-7964, Office: 630-852-1746
E-mail: dsferreri@cs.com

COMMERCIAL REPRESENTATIVE
Paul Yerkes, LESCO Inc.
Office: 630-904-5255
E-mail: sls133@lesco.com

TURFGRASS ADVISOR
Dr. Randy T. Kane
University of Illinois & CDGA
630-954-2753

EDITOR
Cathy Miles Ralston
276 Lincoln Terrace
Buffalo Grove, IL 60089
Phone & Fax: 847-537-7883
E-mail: on_course@hotmail.com

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR
John Gurke
E-mail: Boomding@aol.com

GRAPHIC ARTIST
Mark Karczewski

This publication is not copyrighted. We would like to
share our articles with any who would like to use them,
but please give the author and On Course credit.

APRIL 2001
Volume 54 No.11

FRONT COVER
#11 green at Ruffled Feathers Golf Club.
(Photo by Jim TrzinskilCompliments of Waupaca Sand & Solutions)

4 ON COURSE WITH THE PRESIDENT
Don't Forget the Staff
Brian Bossert

7 DIRECTOR'S COLUMN
Hospitality Room Remembered
Paul Yerkes

10 FEATURE ARTICLE:
Spring-like Conditions
in Late February Spell Trouble
for Chicagoland
Paul Vermeulen

14 ASK THE "EXPERT":
Here's Johnny!
Rich Daly

18 SUPER -N- SITE:
Dan Albaugh -N- Ruffled Feathers
Golf Club
Bob McCallum

20 75TH ANNIVERSARY RETROSPECTIVE:
The Roaring Twenties:
The Birth of the Mid-West
Greenkeeper's Association
John Gurke

26 MIDWEST VOICES

30 THE BULL SHEET
John Gurke

40 THE WAY WE WERE
These Boots Were Made for Walkin'

The Midwest Association of Golf Course uperintendent (MAG S), founded December 24,
1926, is a profes ional organization whose goal include pre ervation and di ernination of
cientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

We endeavor to increa e efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective pre tige of the members.
The MA member i also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
urrounding by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a mCUU1erthat i beneficial to the

general public now and in the future.
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REBORDER YOUR FAIRWAYS W.'TH
HUBER RANCH SOD

P.O. Box 562
Barrington, Illinois 60011
Toll Free: 888~254~4155

Fax: 847~516~0116
Office: 847~382~9696

RIVERWALLS LTD.
Specializing In Golf Course Enhancement

2 April 200 1 On Course



JACOBSEN~ TURFCAT® 600 SERIES
ROTARY MOWERS
The new Jacobsen Turfcat 600 Series out-front rotary mowers
are built to tackle almost any task. From golf course roughs to
heavily landscaped corporate grounds, Turfcats are up to the
challenge. With maneuverability to spare and plenty of traction,
Turfcats weave in and out of landscaping, up and down hills, and
around obstacles. Hydrostatic power steering, a compact turning
radius and optional traction-assist turning brakes make mowing
even tight spots easy. The new Turfcats maintain sure-footed
traction with continual weight transfer from accessory to tractor,
while available four-wheel drive takes the challenge out of
undulating terrain. Plus, each model is equipped with a coolant
monitor that senses engine temperature to prevent potential
damage. If the temperature gets too high, an alarm sounds, and
power to the cutting deck or attachment turns off. To learn more,
come in or call today.

.JACOBSEN
m.:m.E:nwww.ttcsp.textron.corn

©200l Textron Golf, Turf & pecialty Products
All rights reserved. Printed in the U.S.A Precision Cut. Legendary Performance.
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ON COURSE
WITH THE PRESIDENT

Brian Bossert, CGCS Bryn Mawr C. C.

Don't Forget

the Staff
Hopefully) everyone made it back safe and sound from Dallas. J know there were all sorts
of adventures getting there (Czerkies/Savage) and it goes without saying that a few mis-
steps always occur during the wee hours of the conference (you dori't want to seeyour name
in this set ofparentheses). The hospitality room was again a huge successand couldn't have
been pulled off without the behind-the-scenes efforts of Paul Yerkes with an assist from
Kevin DeRoo. We heard only positive comments from those in attendance; thanks) guys!
The staff at the Adam's Mark did a great job too) but our contributing vendors deserve
the largest applause. Their level of financial support was larger than ever and provided
the funds for first-class food-and-beverage service over the course of two evenings. The
entire roster of supporters appears on page 6 of this issue;please remember to thank them
throughout the year by supporting them while making purchasing decisions. The room was
75% supported through their generosity and our bang was had on their buck.

During the off-
season, we spent
a great deal of
time at Bryn Mawr
completely reassess-
ing our employee
policies/compen-
sation structure.
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At 0, before diving into this month's main topic, I would like to con-
gratulat Tommy Witt and Bob Maibusch on their victories in the GCSAA
election in Dalla. We're fortunate to have such dedicated and top-notch
men leading our national association. I can't believe I just said that about
you, Bob, but I reallydo mean it. A big thank you to Don Cross and Don
Ferreri for serving as chapter delegates; your voice made sure our chapter
wa well-r pres nted. Lastly,a big thank you to Cathy Miles Ralston, John
Gurke and th Editorial Committee for the articles commemorating our
75th anniversary.What an enjoyable tribute; great job!

Well, winter is officially behind us. I'm looking out the window on
March 6 ( everal day late for the On Course deadline), it's 65 degrees,
!can ee the sun-filled valley below, the wild mustard and magnolia are
In full bloom and a hummingbird is hovering near the feeder. Of course,
I'm in northern California, but hey, winter is over. How did you spend
your? Th re doesn't seem to be much of an off-season anymore. Of
cou~ e, w had. our typical routine of snow-plowing, tree-trimming,
equlpme~t repair and ordering of supplies. However, we spent a great
d.eal of time at Bryn Mawr completely reassessing our employee poli-
ciesy'compen anon structure. It would eem logical to do that, but our
o~n ~mployee manual hadn't been updated in six years and some of my
thinking was at lea t that old.

I should tart by aying that this exerci e wa another perfect
(continued on page 39)



Andersons Golf Products - ParEx - Country Club
Sanctuary - Knox - Gypsum - Lime

2 Spreader Trucks!
2 Locations!

Call now to reserve your
custom application dates

•A
ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

8050 w. 186th 81. ¥
Tinley Park, IL 60477
ph: 708-444-2177
fax: 708-444-2199 S

N

A
543 Diens Dr.
Wheeling, IL 60090
ph: 847-537-2177
fax: 847-537-2210

www.aclesen.com

COMPOST
Think of it as REALLY GOOD Topsoil

· that doesn't have weeds
· that contains about eight times the organic matter in topsoil
· that contains active families of beneficial microbes
· that contains useful micro-nutrients
· that's been used successfully by superintendents all over Chicagoland

for improvingturf, repairing divots, planting decorative beds,
jumpstarting sod, transplanting shrubs and trees - and jUst about
anywhere they need things to grow quickly and well

Available Year Around

GreenCycle Incorporated
400 Central Avenue, Suite 200

Northfield, Illinois 60093
847-441-6606

.~reenCycleSM

'Landscape Products
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Says ...

Witho t our generous
donor, t
hospital'
not t.
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN
Paul Yerkes LESCO Inc.

Hospitality Room
Remembered

Chilled Jumbo shrimp that gave the word "jumbo"
new meaning) a $19)000 bar bill for two nights) a
half-steamship round of beef that never ended) Eddie
Adams hanging out with thefun crowd and $29) 000
in vendor contributions-these wereJust a few high-
lights of this year's hospitality room in Dallas. The
only missing ingredient was a Jimmy Buffett cameo
appearance.Jimmy was in town Tuesday night) but I
couldn/t get closeenough to invite him. Pn« sure he
would )ve loved theJumbogulf crabcakes.

John Gurke, AI Frantik, Russ Stachlewitz and Kevin DeRoo.

Don Cross, Tom Brodeur, Jon Jennings and Brian Bossert.

Dave Schlagetter
and Tom Healy.

The cake featuring MAGCS's
75th anniversary logo was a great touch.

You know how they say "every-
thing is big in Texas?" Well, the
hospitality room was no exception.
Here are a few big things that come
to mind: the room, food servings, the
cake with our 75th anniversary logo,
the shrimp, even our room captain
(who, by the way, did a hell of a job).
These were some of the thing that
were really big: the attendance, the
total bill, the shrimp and vendor con-
tribution . Our hospitality room has
really evolved into a major attraction
and popular function during the
annual conference.

The attendance thi year was
incr dible. I believe the poor weath r
and the lack of Bourbon Street right
around the corner were factor con-
tributing to this increa e. However, I
believe the main reason for the
swelling attendance i in direct rela-
tion hip with the growth of the
Association. Every year new member
join, current member move away but
stay in touch and members make

(continued on page 38)
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od Farms, Inc.- - 2

've used RediPiay/RapidTurf on four different
cou • di 19 greens over a 21

Q week period.
Each of these green was pi yable inside of two

• edi I apidTurf does not float II washed
re's no damage in cutting, it roots

I Iy nd itl"

2040 Lehigh Avenue
Glenview, IL 60025

AlLO AN&
lUCH, INC. Telephone 847.724.8660

I R RIG A T I 0 Fax 847.724.8659
YSTEMS

* rrigation & Pump tation Design

* Irrigation In tallation

* Drainage y tern

* Pump Station Installation

* Irrigation Pipe & upplie

* ond Aerator
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"It roots faster than any grass I've seen before. In
fact, it began rooting withing two days of installation.
We opened in half the nonnal time. h's great stuff!"

Lawrence Flament,
Stonewall Orchard Golf Club

"The ~te(Q~y"
,/

.#

Tesffhg • Evaluation • Treatmentg
!if "

WATER TREATMENT AMENDMENT

Exdos·ve Distributor of the
Prime Turfseries. 900 lniedlon Station

'". iW :~ .. " j

For AllYour Wote,tQuolity"~eeds Call:
'> \ i:~

14200 S. Parker RoaD \ Lockport, I L 60441
J

(800) 677-8097 • Fox: (U08) 301-3351



Upgrade Your Outdated Toro9 Sprinklers 
With Low-Cost Hunter Retro-Risers 

Visit golf's best known courses 
and you will often find worn, 
inefficient sprinklers that have 
been in the ground for years -
mainly due to the disruption and 
expense of replacing these out­
dated heads. Until now. 

With Hunter Golfs new RT Retro-
Riser, your staff can pop out old 
Toro® internal mechanisms and 
replace them with efficient Hunter 
gear-drives within minutes. The 
Toro® body with flange remains 

undisturbed during the change-out 
and no digging is required. 

The RT also upgrades the origi­
nal Toro® head to a closed-case 
body that eliminates the "stick 
ups" and leaky seals associated 
with top dressing and daily traffic. 

The RT is specifically designed 
to retrofit all 1-inch 
inlet Toro® golf rotors, 
including models 630, 
730, 760, 765. And the 
low pressure Hunter 

Golf G60RT retro riser is a perfect 
replacement for the discontinued 
Toro® 660. 

Your local Century Golf rep can 
show you how an updated system 
can improve the appearance of 
your course - and make your 
irrigation more efficient. Give us a 

call today to learn more 
about Hunter Golf rotors, 
valves and central 
control systems. 

New Hunter RT replaces old Toro® riser 

in minutes and seats flush to flange. 

Authorized Hunter 
Golf Distributor 

I CENTURY RAIN AID I 
Branches Coast to Coast • 800-642-3706 • www.rainaid.com • email: rainaid@rainaid.com 
Controller Board Repairs • 888-855-9132 
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One of the hottest topics in the game
of golf is the so-called spring-like effect of the
new generation of nonconforming metal
drivers. It is said that in the hands of the right
golfe,) these clubs can add more than 10 yards
of distance to the tee shot, thus giving its owners an unfair advantage. While the issue of
exploiting 21st-century technology to improve one's score, as opposed to spending time on
the practice tee with thegolf professional, is important, it is not the spring-like effect that
is currently on the minds of many superintendents in the Chicagoland area.

Snow mold, crown The pring-like effect of concern to superintendents in Chicago
i the lingering consequence of the fluctuating weather conditions in

hydration, desiccation- late February on gre n ,tee and fairways. As of the writing of this
article in early March, a short tretch of spring-like weather had

Mother Nature has already revealed quite a bit of winter damage on fairways that were not
treated for snow mold activity due to the rarity of the problem. pecif-

left area super- ically, warm temperature melted away the heavy accumulation of

d · bl snow and in the proce revealed acres of turf damaged by both pinkinten ents a verita e (Microdochium navale) and gray (Typhula spp.) snow mold.
grab-bag ofplagues
with which to contend.

For the many courses that did not treat for pink and
gray snow mold last fall simply because they lack a
consistent history with the diseases, considerable
expense will be required this spring for curative

treatments.

The gene i of thi year' evere snow mold outbreak can be traced
back to December when a heavyblanket of white in ulation wa laid down
over the ground in the form of now. uch early snowfall is the perfect
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