
An early August update from "Big (Smoky) Sky Country"

By Fred Opperman

Well, I'm sure the west has been
on the news lately with all of the
fires. Our valley here has been
smoke-filled for the past two
weeks. Our views of the sur-
rounding mountains have
disappeared and yet the closest
fire is 150+ miles away in west-
ern Montana or Idaho.
Old-time residents say they have
never had the mountains disap-
pear before ... even when
Yellowstone burned in '88 and
that is only 80 miles south! The
last two days you can smell the
smoke, before that it looked like
smog. The sun is a red ball (that
one can look at due to the haze)
morning and evening, and last
evening it disappeared an hour
before sunset. Quite a few "tro-
phy homes," along with others,
have burned south of Missoula;

for the ones that haven't
burned, the reason they were
built there is no longer present.

Our weather has been hot, in
the 90s most days and very dry.
Humidity today is 16%. Our
nights have been down in the
low 60s or mid-50s. As for the
mountains close to me, the grass
is still green and somewhat
moist. But by the end of August
that all could change.

I went to a conference for Habi-
tat for Humanity in Seattle last
week; it was at the University of
Washington. What a beautiful
campus that is ... beautiful,
huge, mature trees of every
species you can name. One
morning I walked over to the
arboretum and enjoyed a couple
of hours walking around it.

I've been going on weekly hikes
with a group of retired guys
from the Montana Wilderness
Association. So far I've hiked to
the two tallest peaks around
here, Mt. Bauldy at 8,400+ feet
and Mt. Blackmoor at 10,154
feet. The hikes were about eight
miles each, round trip. Another
hike we took was 14 miles and
that really was rough. I need
younger legs and more lung
capacity. Above tree line, the
alpine flowers are beautiful and
profuse. At some spots the snow
is melting away and there is a
flower blooming that you know
was covered by snow only a day
or two before. Nature is won-
derful, thank the Lord.

That is all from "Big Smoky"
for now, y'all keep in touch.
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Golf course irrigation is a new game of sophisticated products and advanced
technologies. At Century Rain Aid, we are proud to represent Hunter Golf,
the leader in innovative control systems and manufacturer of the world's

best -selling rotors.

Our golf team can also assist with a wide range of services essential to golf courses:
controller board repairs (toll free: 888-855-9132), fountains, pumps, landscape lighting
and more. Call today for a free Century Golf Course Supplies Catalog or on-site
consultation: 800-642-3706.

/CENTURY RAIN AID J
More Than 130 Branches Coast to Coast

www.rainaid.com • email: rainaid@rainaid.com

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.
A Tradition - More Than 60 Years

Of Complete, Dependable, Economical Tree Service
For Private Estates, Municipalities, Schoola, Industrial Areas,

Parks and Golf Courses
(847) 475,1877

912 Pitner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202
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IT'S TOP DRESS TIME !
WE HAVE MANY DIFFERENT
TYPES OF SAND & GRAVEL
FOR ANY OF YOUR COURSE
NEEDS. GIVE OUR OFFICE A

CALL AND WE WOULD BE GLAD TO
GIVE YOU A QUOTE.

SAND * 6RAIIEL * LIMESTONE

MARKTENUTA OFFICE:815-385-0856
MOBILE:847-287-2555
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Only With A Diamond
8e'onfiguration - Short wheel base

tricycle with rear engine placement for ease
of service. All wheels are powered unless
in 2 wheel drive. Front wheel steering.

8EJydraulics - Variable displacement
piston pump with integral auxiliary charge
pump for hydraulic PTO. Stainless steel tubes
and heavy duty double braided hoses are used
for routing hydraulic fluid. The front traction
hoses are additionally covered by a stainless
steel braided jacket. An oil cooler is provided
in the charge pump circuit.

~teering - Front wheel steering with
a single sided fork for ease of wheel removal
and replacement. Steering is by enclosed spur
gears with 7: 1 ratio for light and positive control.
This system is supported by 8 roller and ball
bearings for smooth trouble free operation.

eR,eliability - Every product is backed
by a two year bumper-to-bumper warranty .
Diamond's exclusive Five-Star Service Program
is designed to keep you up and running.

DIAMOND
TRIKUT5000

Riding Greens Mower ~

MIDWEST
T1.JRF & TRAc;TDR....-

(815) 469-8500 (708) 301-8500

The latest L-Amino
technology for the
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"The Wgter"O'lJality Comp'o'rty"

Use anytime plants need
a nutritional and

physiological stimulation

&HAIRWAvl@
WATER TREATMENT AMENDMENT

Tes,,11"9• Evaluation • Treatment

Exdus,ive::'Distributor of the
Prime Turf~(!es. 800 Injection Station
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For All Your Wate.~~:[~uolity.".,~I'edsCall:
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14200 s. Porker Ro~U~ ljkporf, Il60441
(800) 677-8097 • Fax: tiU08) 301-3351

6730 SOUTH STREET
TINLEY PARK, IL

(708)532-4723

27310 W CASE RD
WAUCONDA, IL

(848)526-0007

e:iTRama~-=-=-1( lABOIlATORJES, we.-
L-Amino Acid Plant

Biostimulant

44 September 2000 On Course



Hollembeak Construction, Inc.
Golf Course Construction and Remodeling

"We believe in a quality job and take pride in our finished product."

• New Construction • Pond Construction
• Feature Shaping • Boulder Features
• Bunker Sand Replacement • Cart Paths
• Pond Qre4ging • Drainage
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847-358-3600
P.o. Box 985, Palatine, IL 60078




