
Hole #6 at The Merit Club.

On November 16, 1989,
Oscar started work at The Merit
Club. His first task, which took two
months, was to write the budget
and specifications for the project.
Next, Oscar began to hire a staff to
do grassing, grow-in and mainte-
nance over the next two years.

"At that time, it was unusual
for a golf course maintenance staff
to do all this," reflects Oscar.
"Developers usually waited until a
course was grassed, then they
would hire a superintendent and
say, now put a team together to
take care of it. But with us doing
it hole by hole-we'd plant it,
landscape it, grow it in and then
get it ready for play-that's a
tremendous advantage."

By fall of 1990, only four
holes had been shaped, leaving 17
(the balance of the championship
18, plus three practice holes) for
completion during 1991. In fall of
'91, nine holes and the three prac-
tice holes opened for play. July 4,
1992, marked the grand opening
of the entire course and its warm,
intimate clubhouse.

"By being involved from the
beginning, I had the opportunity
to take 28 years of experience and
education and apply it in a practi-
cal way," Oscar remarks. "I used
the latest scientific information to
plant the proper grasses, the cor-
rect trees, choose the right sand
for the bunkers, keep the proper
distance between bunkers, confine
the fairways and create nice rolling
contours so the course is aestheti-
cally pleasing. The staff that did
the grassing here became the
maintenance staff. Now with the
10 years of experience we have
with this course, we are ready to
bring it into condition for the
U.S. Women's Open."

Ed couldn't be more pleased
that events transpired as they did.
"In hiring Oscar Miles, who is
acknowledged as one of the best
in his profession, the golf course
right now is as good a quality of
golf course as you can find in the
industry. We're very proud of the
condition of the golf course and
we think it's because we started
doing it on the high end from day
one." ~

Next: The Merit Club as a show-
casefor golf coexisting with
nature) and a look at Oscar)s
top-notch staff

"Ed [Oldfield,
president of The Merit
Club] felt it was very
important to bring a
golf course super-
intendent in on
theground floor.
The person who would
be taking care of
thegolf course should
develop the specifica-
tions and overseethe
construction to ensure
it was done properly.
That interested me
quite a bit. JJ

-Oscar Miles
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Cathy Miles Ralston EditorGCSAA

TapS Our Own
Bob Maibusch

For One-Year Term as Director
In early March) GCSAA President Scott Woodhead called MAGCS President Emeritus
Bob Maibusch with a compelling request: serve a one-year term as member of GCSAA)s
Board of Directors.

"I)m very happy to
be serving. I dofeel
a commitment to
the profession and
thegame, and I do
feel it)s important
if you have an oppor-
tunity to serve to do
that. If you can give
something back
to the association,
you should. ))

-Bob Maibusch

"Scott indicated he needed to make an appointment, and based on
my past experience with committees and service record, they wanted to
see if I was interested," Bob recalls.

Bob did not-indeed, could not-accept the invitation before dis-
cussing the offer with two key contingents: his employer, Hinsdale Golf
Club, and his family. Serving a one-year appointment would mean, for
instance, some 30 days of travel during his term.

"The course came back to me with an answer within a day, and
they were very encouraging," says Bob. "My wife and kids were also
supportive. It would have been hard to say no at that point."

Since accepting the directorship, Bob has undergone extensive
computer training in the use of GCSAA's intranet and made a couple
trips to Lawrence, KS; he will make a third for the GCSAA's May board
meeting, at which time his appointment should be confirmed. Bob has
also been charged with chairing two GCSAA committees: the Publica-
tions Committee and the Limited Budget Resource Group.

This latter group, explains Bob, is an ad hoc committee formed to
look at the challenges faced by superintendents working at limited bud-
get facilities. "GCSAA felt this group might be falling through the
cracks, and this committee focuses on them-to see what we can do to

(continued on page 34)

TURF Con~e_~ts
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Golf Course Hydroinjection
- Day or Evening Hours
- 2 Machines Per Course

HOME PUTTING GREENS .INDOOR PUTTlNG GREENS
TARGET GREENS .SYNTHETlCTEE BOX AREAS

SAND.FIU.EO SYNTHETlC TURF SYSTEMS
DRMNG RANGES • lANDING AREAS

PROFESSIONAL PUTTlNG GREENS

32 May 2000 On Course

(800) 553-6320
Joe Marley, Owner

1111 Timber Trails
Downers Grove, IL 60516



Are YOu Ready??
for

<c~mm~fR1<C II/A\lL
lrlUJ~ rF & lr~ /A\<Clr~fRl

NORTH AMERICA'S
#1 VERTI-DRAIN DISTRIBUTOR

BUILT ON EXPERIENCE, SERVICE
& CUSTOMER SATISFACTION!

QUAil" CONrRACrlNGI
Order Now for all Your Aerifying Needs:

Conventional Tines and Deep Tines
Featuring

the JRM, Inc.

]D~llll(en]ntiLlu[]nntlr~n(e TM

• Verti-Drain~ Deep-tine Aeration
• Complete Turf Renovation
• Fairway Overseeding
• Custom Putting Green Seeding

IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS

1-800- 748- 7497
Bryan Wood, Owner

Serving the Industry for over 15 years

C#OIH$ 0/ ~ '8ted B~g~

MASSEY FERGUSON

Redexim/Charterhouse
VERTI-SEED

Redexim/Charterhouse
VERTI-DRAIN

Redexim/Charterhouse
RAPIDCORE

Best Quality Available
Excellent Pricing

Shipped Direct From Factory

Available From:
E-3 Turf Products • Bud Edman

630-985-3974

::II.lIt:
~ 2040 Lehigh Avenue

Glenview, IL 60025
HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC. Telephone 847.724.8660

Fax 847.724.8659

* Drainage Systems

* Irrigation Pipe & Supplies

* Pump Station Installation

* Irrigation & Pump Station Design

* Pond Aerators

* Irrigation Installation
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Bo1) ~I<libusch ... (continued from page 32)

support them," says Bob. "The lower-end courses
really grow the game of golf-you're not going to
take your eight-year-old who's just starting to play
out for a $90 or $100 round. This reflects GCSAA's
commitment to help golf thrive in the future."

By year's end, Bob will have a decision to make:
whether to run for reelection in February 2001.

"My priorities are always going to be family,
employer and then GCSAA," Bob notes.

Still, "it's been fun so far," says Bob. "I'm very
happy to be serving. I do feel a commitment to the
profession and the game, and I do feel it's important
if you have an opportunity to serve to do that. If you
can give something back to the association, you
should." ~

ATTENTION SUPERINTENDENTS!
Superintendent-authored articles published in On Course

from September 1999 through August 2000
are eligible for this year's Ray Gerber Editorial Award.
Submit your article, photographs and graphics NOW!
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On Course with the President (conti1l1ted from page 15)

would be very happy to share my information with
anybody needing a template for creating his or her
own plan. Lightning can strike twice in the same
place, so be prepared. I hope everyone is having a
great spring. God bless. ~

WE HAVE MANY DIFFERENT TYPES OF SAND & GRAVEL FOR
ANY OF YOUR COURSE NEEDS. GIVE OUR OFFICE A CALL
AND WE WOULD BE GLAD TO GIVE YOU A QUOTE!

MARK TENUTA

OFFICE: 815-385-0856
MOBILE: 847-287-2555

KOELPER BROS.
Golf Course Building and Remodeling

444 E. Mors Avenue
Wheeling, Illinois 60090

FAX 847-541-4619
847-438-7881 847-541-9182

DANIEL I. KOELPER VICTOR C. KOELPER

MOMENTUMTM
The Next Generation of
BroadleafWeed Control

A Premium Selective Herbicide Exclusively from
LESCO

• New, improved chemistry
formulation combines
TIPA 2,4-D, triclopyr
and clopyralid acid for
highly effective control
with virtually no odor

• Fast acting - dandelions
and clover curl within
hours of application

• Better and broader
spectrum weed control
than most other popular
broaleaf herbicides

Ask your sales representative about this great new
product exclusively from LESCO, or call 800-321-5325

LESCOIo.~ __ r1<_-'-Io._alLESCO.Inc.



8516 Brookfield Ave. #( Brookfield, IL 60513
Lab Services by Brookside Laboratories Inc.

Turf Soil Specialists and Brookside Representatives Since 1964

Locally based services include Physical, Tissue, Lime and
Environmental Analysis

SOIL and WATER
SCIENTIFIC ANALYSIS

~ J. ZOLMAN & SON

Fax (708) 485-4103 Tel (708) 485-8723

RIVERWALLS LTD.
522 South North ••• ! Hwy. Barrington, IL 60011

GOLF COURSE ENHANCEMENT
SEA WALLS - STEEL, VINYL, WOOD, ROCK.

BLOCK, GABION BASKETS, COCONUT ROLLS

EROSION CONTROL, RIP-RAP, CART PATH INSTALLAnoN

1-881-254-4155
OFRCE: 147-312-91"

DARRYL scan BURKETT MOBILE: 147-338-9720
C.E.O. FAX: 147-51&-0116

On the NET: http://.xpage.coml~geIRlverw.n.

CLAUSS
BROTHERS, Inc.
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING

<91360 Schaumburg Rd.
Streamwood, IL 60107

(630) 830-7405
FAX (630) 830-9652

Golf Course Chemical Storage Buildings
Carlisle Building Systems, Ine.

Prefabricated Relocatable Steel Buildlnzs
Featuring:

Secondary spill containment which exceeds OSHA Codes UL, FM approved.
Heavy-duty locking mechanism for added security
Forklift pockets for ease ofrclocation
Constructed of 10 guage steel to provide structural strength
Optional ventilation. lighting. temperature control, Fire Suppression Systenu
No Building Permits required

Other Products
Scc:ondaJy Contairunent Palleta and Swnpa
Rinsate Collection Pads
Contact: Larry Sievertsen - (847)426-0164 FAX (847)426-0070

Fluid State Systems, Inc.
35W753 Parsons Rd., W. Dundee, IL 60118

Bayerffi I Jim Shone
Territory Sales Lead

Agriculture Division

John Turner
Field Sales Representative

Garden & Professional Care

Bayer Corporation
40 W 665 Campton Woods Drive
Elburn. IL 60119
Phone: 630 443-7807
Fax: 630443-7839
Voicemail: 888 242-4200,
Extension: 3101
john. turner. b@bayer.com ZENECA

Zeneca Professional Products
1715 Cambridge Drive
51. Charles, IL 60174

Mobile/Pager (708) 217-8509
Fax (630) 513-6777
E-mail jim.shone@AGNA.Zeneca.com
Voice Mail (888) 875-9990 X9600

let Timberline bring your next project into the
next millenium as a turnkey operation

~ "Golf Course Work-C a Specialty"

LEMONT PAVING CO.
EST. 1957

MURPHY'S

~

imberline
.. Golf Course Remodeling

and Renovation

D.B.A. Bill Boyd

11550 Archer Ave., Lemont, IL 60439
(630) 257-6701 • FAX 630-257-5194

1907 Darien Club Drive, Darien, Illinois 60561
(630) 963-9088, pgr (630) 850-0159, voice (630) 732-9088
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So what happens next? The
MSRG will continue to make pre-
sentations throughout the
country through May. They will
be collecting information from
these presentations as well as from
individuals on the Web. Then, in
June, they will meet to make their
final recommendations. These
recommendations will be distrib-
uted to all members early in
August, prior to the chapter dele-
gates meeting in September, and
more than six months before any
bylaws vote is scheduled in Febru-
ary of 2001. If adopted, the
requirements would go into effect
the following year, July 2002.

The Professional Development Initiative ... (continued from page 29)

would be responsible for ongoing There are many unanswered
requirements. questions that relate to the PDI,

but the MSRG is working to keep
members well informed about this
proposal, through constant com-
munication in Newsline and with
chapters. If you have questions or
comments, please feel free to send
them bye-mail to pdi@gcsaa.org
or by regular postal mail to PDI,
1421 Research Park Drive,
Lawrence, Kansas 66049.

~

Director's Column (continued from page 7)

mysteriously disappeared some-
where along the line. It wound up
in the possession of Bob Williams,
who gave it to Ed Fischer a few
years ago. Ed was kind enough to
donate it to the Midwest, and we
will start presenting it to the
champion of the senior gross divi-
sion. The winner's name will be
engraved on the trophy and it will
remain in his possession for a year.
I feel this is a great way to honor
our past.

I look forward to a great
golfing year and want to thank all
of those who have volunteered
their time to the Golf Commit-
tee.~

Think pre-cooled potted bulbs for instant Spring color
We have two locations to service the Tri-State Area

Specializing in Custom Grown Annuals
for the Commercial Landscaping Industry

A sampling of our Spring & Fall collection includes:

f CLESEN

& SONS, INC.

www.clesen.com

Aster Canna
Bacopa Caladium
Begonia Coleus
Brachycome Cuphea
Cabbage Daisy

Evolvus Ipomoea
Fuschia Ivy
Geranium Kale
Helichrysum Lantana
Impatiens Malo

Mum
Nicotiana
Pansy
Pentas
Petunia

Scaevola
Spike
Sprengeri
Sedum
Vinca

Evanston: 316 Florence Ave., Evanston, IL 60202
South Elgin: 540 South Drive, South Elgin. IL 60177

Phone: 847/869-2257
Phone: 847/695-1500

KOELPER
GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION
COMPANY

DARRELL KOELPER
PRESIDENT

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING

MARENGO.IL

OFFICE: 8 I 5-568-8382
FAX: 815-568-1048
HOME: 8 I 5-588-6603

ACCURAIE

I:~:NOLOG'ES
- Precision Tank Tightness Testing
- Upgrades for Tanks & Leak Detection Systems
- Install Underground & Aboveground Fuel Tanks
- Removal of Tanks

Your Complete, Professional Tank Experts
Please contact us at:

1-800-773- Tank or 630-375-6121
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mba DMsicn of Laporte i-Illter TechrnIogies & Bkx:hem, Inc.

marine biochemists
Professional Aquatic Management

~ Aquatic Plant and Algae Control
• Treatment Programs
• Biological Control Programs

~ Water Qualilty Assessment
• Dissolved Oxygen
• Nutrient Levels

~ Aeration Systems
• Custom Designs, Sales and Service

~ Surface Floating Fountains
• Aqua Master @ & Aqua Control @

~ Fisheries Management
• Surveys and Stocking

~ Wetlands Mitigation
• Herbicide Management

~ Professional Consultants
604 E. North St. Suite B, Elburn, IL 60119
Phone: (630) 365-1720 Fax (630) 365-1721
800-558-51 06 ext. 106

visit us at our web site: www.marinebiochemists.com

"Plant a tree ...
create a legacy"

• SPECIMEN LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

• CUSTOM DIGGING

• SHREDDED BARK MULCH

HORTlCVLTVRAL ENTERPRlSES~ INC.
14440 MARENGO ROAD • UNION. IWNOIS 60180

847-669-8658 • FAX 847-669-8662

Formerly known as WILLIAMSON NURSERY & ASSOC., INC.

JOHNSON AND ASSOCIATES
of Lombard, Inc.

ROGER O. JOHNSON
630-620-8198 - FAX 630-620-8119

Mobile 630-215-3325 E-Mail: rojassoc@aol.com
Member

109 E. Washington Blvd. MAGGS ITF
Lombard, IL 60148-2637 NWIGCSA CIGCSA

Terra Care Products, Inc.
Terra Topper. Terra Broom,
Terra Pick up Sweeper
Terra Areator

T.I.P., INC.
Greens Spiker/Seeder

Amazone/Groundskeeper
Amazone/Combo Seeder

J(aster 1"tM[jfis @

Burdett's, Inc.
INNOVATIVE MAINTENANCE PRODUCTS

P.O.Box 2458
Glen Ellyn, IL 60138-2458
Toll Free (888) TURF-888

Local (630) 545-2474
Fax (630) 545-2782

-~--
~ters~aterial~ervice.lnc.

Brian E. Loftin
Sales Manager

LlndsClpc Supplies Since 1960
1980 S. Hi8bwlY 83 P.O. Box 439 Guysllke. IL 60030-0439

847-223-7000 hx 847-223-7067 www.JestersmlterilJ.com www.turfteam.com
Golf & Turf

Equipment Sales
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BtillShee~
John Gurke) CGCS
Contributing Editor

May 15 - ITF Combined
Golf Day at Silver Lake Coun-
try Club-Dudley Smith host.

June 19 - MAGCS monthly
meeting at Winnetka Golf
Course-Henry Michna,
CGCS, host.

July 18 - MAGCS monthly
meeting at Redtail Golf Club
-Pat McDonagh host.

July 20 - 23 - U.S. Women's
Open at Merit Club-
Oscar Miles, CGCS host.

September 14-16 - 2000
LaSalle Bank Chicago Open
at Beverly Country Club-
Les Rutan host.

Check out the Marchi April issue
of Chicago District Golfer. Not
only is there a nice write-up on
the Midwest Golf House Com-
plex at Cog Hill, but an excellent
look at Stonewall Orchard Golf
Club in Grayslake. We look
forward to playing host Larry
Flament's course this September.

Dr. Randy Kane is currently
conducting tests on Chicagoland-
area golf courses for Poa annua
seedhead control. Several differ-
ent products are being applied
side-by-side and evaluated for
their usefulness in this yearly
battle. Look for those results
in the upcoming n10nths.........................................
In keeping with the theme, the
University of Illinois triumvirate
of turf titans (a little much?)-
Drs. Bruce Branham, Tom
Fermanian and Tom Voigt-
has begun working on the divot

repair study that recently received
matching funds from MAGCS
and GCSAA. This study will
examine the different aspects of
divot repair (e.g., soil mixes,
species and cultivars, fertilizers
and other amendments) for tees,
driving range tees and fairways
with the objective of identifying
efficient divot repair n1ethods. An
incoming graduate student, Sam
Schmitz, has been hired for this
project, and a survey has been
mailed to a number of MAGCS
superintendents to gather infor-
mation to guide research
activities during 2000 and 2001.
The U of I researchers thank the
MAGCS membership for their
support in this endeavor.

More MAGCS folks on the
move: Bob Kohlstedt, formerly
of Wedgewood Golf Course, is
the new superintendent at Fox
Bend Golf Course. Todd
Schmitz, formerly of Prairie
Landing Golf Club, is the new
assistant superintendent at Aurora
Country Club. Tony Frandria,
formerly of Midlothian Country
Club, is the new assistant super-
intendent at Glen View Club.

(continued 011 page 40)

"GQ" Jesper tees off on #18 at the National.

~
John Gurke, CGCS with Aurora Country Club

PGA professional Pete Latkiewicz in front
of the grand clubhouse.

Been there, done that: In a follow-up to Fred Behnke's "Go There, Do That" article on the Masters
that appeared in the JUI~e.1999 issue of On Course) I did just that. There is just no reason not to get
away for a few days to VISitthe hallowed grounds of The National-it is spectacular! Admission is free
with GCSAA credentials, and walking (no running allowed) the historic golf course is truly moving.
Make your hotel reservations at least 600 years in advance, though, as space is definitely lin1ited.
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apidTurfe
~TUR~L RASS RO~

Exclusively Grown in Illinois By

I1:6NTIIIJL
Sod Farms, Inc.

1-800-310-0402

"It roots faster than any grass I've seen before. In
fact, it began rooting withing two days of ililStaUation.
We opened in half the noJ1\1altime. It's great stuff!"

REBORDER YOUR FAIRWAYS WITH

HUBER RANCH SOD

"We've used RediPlay/RapidTurf on four different
courses. Sodding 19 greens over a 21,2 week periOd.
Each of these greens was playable inside of two
weeks. RediPlay/RapidTurf does not float like washed
sod. And since there's no damage in cutting, it roots
faster after insJaliation. I hjghl~ recommend it!"

JOBl,Jauch
tmce-PresidenJ GglM.Jion LLC
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the Bull Sheet (co1lti1luedfrom page 38)

Shane Kissack, former assistant
superintendent at Naperville
Country Club, is the new super-
intendent at Riverside Country
Club. Congratulations and best
of luck to all these MAGCS
members. Expect to see more
news of this ilk in the near future,
as MANY courses are seeking
assistants and grounds employees.

Hopefully it is not May 8 when
you read this: On May 7 at 9
a.m., J. W. Turf in Hampshire, IL
is having a consignment auction
that will feature numerous pieces
of pre-owned golf and turf and
lawn-care equipment. Contact
J. W. Turf for details.

While on the subject of commer-
cial members, can there be a
better group of folks who truly
care about their customers any-
where in the world? I cannot
state emphatically enough how
much we appreciate the "going
beyond normal service" attitude
that our commercial members
take-you guys are simply the
best in the business!

Let's do it again: Congratulations
to-guess who-Dan Dinelli
of North Shore Country Club
for being recognized on national
television by the O. M. Scott
Company as recipient of their
Tradition of Excellence Award
during the final rOllnd of the
Tradition tournament.

Also, congratulations to Bob
Maibusch, CGCS, MG, of
Hinsdale Country Club on his
appointment to the GCSAA
Board of Directors. President
Woodhead hand-picked Bob to
serve a one-year term. Thank-
fully, Mr. Woodhead did NOT
learn the art of choosing talent
from the Bears' front office ...

(comi1ltled OIl page 42)
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A Note From
Fred Opperman

I received these pictures from Bob
Hammerschmidt, a friend and
owner of Lost Nation G.C. in
Dixon, IL. I thought that the
membership would like to see
what the club is doing with trees
that have died on the course.
Everyone knows that it is proper
to recycle; well, Lost Nation is
taking it a step further. At the
present, they have about seven to
eight wood carvings on the trunks
of trees that normally are cut
down. The two pictures here are
of an American eagle and a Native
American. There are others of a
beaver, old man, tee and ball, golf
bag and aneagle in flight. All of
this work was done with a chain-
saw. Give Todd Rosquist,
superintendent, a call at 815-652-
4212 for more information.

As for myself, it has been
almost a year since I left Illinois
and moved to the Montana
mountains. It has been a great
time and very enjoyable. I have
been spending one to two days
per week working for Habitat for
Humanity and have worked on
four different houses to date. I am
building a woodworking shop and
stocking it with the different
tools, and that takes up many
pleasurable hours. This coming
spring, I will be landscaping our
new home, and of course, I need
to spend time on the local trout
streams. Just about every Saturday
this past winter, I was snow-
shoeing with the local club.
Most days we went into Yellow-
stone Park to find the deeper
snow and to see more wildlife,
which we did.

My best to all, and may you
all have a successful year.


