Hell Hath No Fury

(continued from page 9)

Kurt was one of several
superintendents who found them-
selves managing very large staffs
after the storm. Kurt had 15 extra
people initially, and seven extra for
an entire week. One day, he even
had up to 10 members raking and
stacking branches. The eats were
pretty good too. Without power
for roughly 75 hours, the club was
forced to make quick work of its
supply of steaks. For Exmoor, the
devastation came on the heels of
some major spring construction
during which a new practice green
and a great deal of clubhouse
landscaping were taking shape.

Down the street at North-
moor Country Club, Stacy
Wallace was on the property at the
time of the storm and reports a
very green sky and a train-like
noise prior to the storm hitting.
He saw large trees bent over 90
degrees before heading to the
basement for cover. Now, due to
extensive damage, club staff are in
the process of removing 172 trees
with another 50 expected.
Roughly half of the tree loss was
on the southernmost nine holes of
the 27-hole property. Stacy says
he called his tree care contractor
of choice before he even looked at
the damage; word of the condi-
tions spread quickly as there was a

Board of Directors meeting
already scheduled for that
evening.

Stacy reports that because
the damage was so far-reaching
and because many of his own
members had damage to their
own properties, his golfing clien-
tele has been very understanding
of the situation. Downed trees
severely damaged two tees and
slightly damaged three greens.
The staff at Northmoor were in
the process of installing 1,700” of
8” line for a new effluent supply
when they inherited the extra
work.

Casualties mount

Unfortunately, the list of
affected clubs goes on and on. It
includes Ravinia Green, Lake
Shore, Briarwood, Skokie, Green
Acres and Highland Park Country
Club. In fact, the magnitude of
this story and a little confusion in
assignments had both Brad
Anderson at Midlane and myself
researching the event. Two super-
intendents writing an article on
the same topic! Not so long ago,
the news would have had Fred
Opperman doing cartwheels in his
canoe.

Green Acres was closed for a
week after losing 75 trees. For a
day, Dave Radaj had 50 caddies
assisting in the clean-up and used
the chipper and dump truck from
Park Ridge Country Club for 10
days.

Mike Mumper has really

developed a certain kindness since
his election to the MAGCS
Board! Again, Dave had a great
deal of help from an outside tree
contractor.

Paul Voykin at Briarwood
reports trees falling in all direc-
tions—a sure sign a tornado had
touched down. I talked to Paul
several times and he definitely
seemed pretty composed through-
out the trials. In fact, all of these
superintendents  demonstrated
great professionalism and their
respective clubs are touting them
as heroes for the organized,
“safety-first”-type efforts that
came forth. In addition to turning
me on to the term “widow-
makers,” Paul also reports several
friends in the business stopping
over and sending some of their

(continued on page 12)
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(continuced from page 11)

staff to assist in the clean-up. As
for replanting, Paul states that this
would be an excellent opportunity
to get an architect involved and
only replant where needed. This is
not a time to panic, as over the
years, tree planters have often lead
with the heart.

Remember all the knocks
those management companies
take? American Golf really came
through for Steve Schendel at
Highland Park Country Club.
Including his staff, he had 45 peo-
ple reporting for work the
morning following the storm. The
number included 12 employees
from Mill Creek Golf Club
(another American Golf property)
and five general managers from
additional properties. (Unfortu-
nately, we had no photos to
confirm the general manager
sightings.) He also received on
loan several blowers, rakes and
chainsaws. He estimates 120 tree
removals with another 110 trees
needing corrective surgery. The
club was without power in its shop
for five days, and Steve still isn’t
sure of the rainfall total; the storm
relocated the rain gauge and the
fence it called home.
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Also helping Steve’s cause:
the city of Highland Park rented a
tub grinder that was stationed at
the city’s public works depart-
ment. Steve was able to rtake
advantage of that, as the public
works department is located near
his #14 hole. The city arborist also
assisted in accessing the damage.
Steve thought that the club’s
insurance adjuster would better
receive a report of that nature.
Additionally, as of May 31, the
waiting list in Highland Park was
at three-four weeks to have park-
way debris chipped.

Karl Johnson at Johnson
Tree Experts reports more work
than his team could possibly get
to, requiring staff to make some
very tough decisions when it came
to prioritizing clean-up. Then
more wet weather hampered the
efforts. However, the company
allocated 25 crews for golf course
work; several courses could never
have put a dent in the clean-up
without their help. Karl reports
that this will be an ongoing
process of reevaluating the condi-
tion of the trees; he suspects the
tree-loss numbers to go up as the
season progresses. He also

n’s C.C, #8 green.

remarks upon the tremendous
camaraderie he witnessed, the
camaraderie that we all know
makes this business so unique.
Several superintendents whose
courses were less severely affected
waited more than a week for ser-
vice until other clubs had their
situations under control. Also,
several clubs deferred their rou-
tine maintenance pruning until
later in the summer.

Hurricane-force winds were
not the only factor contributing to
the damage, however. Onwentsia
Country Club was among those
pelted by severe hail. Skip Willms
reports golf-ball-sized hail for 30
minutes and 4” of the stuff on the
ground when it was all over. The
greens suffered eight-ten marks per
square foot. After calculating some
70,000-80,000 marks per green,
Skip decided against fixing the
greens by hand. He estimates three
weeks of rolling and topdressing
before the greens are back to nor-
mal. However, 5” of rain had
already dclayed the topdressing
process. Additionally, the hail
ripped small limbs and all the foliage
from many of the trees. Skip reports
huge piles of green leaves and being
closed for three days. Lastly, hail
totaled some of the parked cars,
while others sustained up to $9,000
worth of damage.

You would hate to label it the
storm of storms, because Nature has
the ability to create a new set of
conditions at any moment. It wasan
opportunity for superintendents to
rise to the occasion and demon-
strate again why they are such
valuable assets to their own golfing
communities. As mentioned, I
heard of several instances of people
pitching in to help the guy down
the street and putting their own
needs secondary to the needs of
those who were less fortunate.
Nearly everyone I talked to had
made extensive efforts to communi-
cate the situation to his golfers and



had taken precautions not to open
up too early due to the hazardous
conditions that still existed. Several
colleagues note that the typical cli-
matic stresses of summer will surely
claim more trees weakened in the
spring storms. A few ponder that
perhaps Dutch Elm disease and oak
wilt could be a more extensive prob-
lem than usual.

On my part, I know talking
to this group of superintendents
has made it much more difficult
for me to complain about my
rough being a little too tall and
the rain keeping us from accom-
plishing everything we would like
to. Be grateful for the good times;
remember that it can always be a
bit worse and that golf is, after all,
a game. The storm on May 18 did
claim the life of a man in Wil-
mette, done in by a falling tree
while driving his car. Fortunately,
we endured no news like that in  E _ : . '
the golfing community. _\, /| / Northmoor C.C., white #4 fairway.

“Complete Parts &
Service Dept

Payline =
West, iInc.

225 N, Randall Rd. (just north of North Ave.) « St. Charles, IL 60174
IGyhota

INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE
COMMERCIAL & TURF
EQUIPMENT <
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NEWHOLLAND

NEW HOLLAND skip LOADERS, TRACTORS AND ATTACHMENTS
KUBOTA TRACTORS, WHEEL LOADERS, MINI EXCAVATORS

SCAG, KUBOTA, BEFCO, HOWARD PRICE COMMERCIAL MOWERS
STIHL, ECHO, HOMELITE rower rrODUCTS
DYNAWELD TrAILERS

PARTS SALES SERVICE
RENTALS

630-584-8700

VISIT US ON THE WEB
www.paylinewest.com
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SINCE 1956

Meadow Equipment
Sales & Service, Inc.

Well Drilling/Pump Service
27 W. 021 St. Charles Road
Carol Stream, IL 60188

e Water Well Drilling / Rehabilitation
* Pump Sales and Service

* Large Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft / Submersible

* Booster Pumps

» Servicing all Makes and Models

e Complete Water Well Systems

* Design and Consulting

* Maintenance Programs

e Special Rates on Winter Servicing

* 24 Hour Emergency Service

Authorized Sales and Service
for Leading Pump Manufacturers

CAROL STREAM: (630) 231-6250
TOLL FREE
(800) 704-2415

“Where Meadow Goes,
the Water Flows”

Introducing Landpride
Multi Injection Systems

The Only Unit On The Market
To Inject Dry Or Liquids

To The Root Of The Problem.
And Introducing The Star Of
The 1998 Masters - SubAir
Control The Root Zone
Through Science

Give Your Roots Some Air

With SubAir Precision
Injection Of Dry Or Liquid
Amendments With LandPride
Exclusively Distributed
By: Lewis Equipment
55 E. Palatine Rd.
Prospect Heights I1 60070
(847)537-6110 fax: (847)537-5736
Represented By: John Berarducci
Call The Bear: (847)367-7728
mobile: (847)347-5105

(continued on page < None>)
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DIRECTOR’'S COLUMN
Tom Fahey, CGCS Chicago Park District Golf Conrses

A “Rookie”

Reftlects

Let me take this opportunity to introduce myself. I am the other rookie board member
(Jolm Gurke being my comrade in this category). For the year 2000, I have been charged
with chaiving the Membership Committee and the Environmental Committee. Cur-
rently, I am enjoying my eleventh year as a golf course superintendent. Kemper Sports
Management employs me. My responsibilities ave to oversee the six Chicago Park District
4olf courses, including Marquette Park and Columbus Park. This velationship has been
excellent for myself as well as for my courses, which have flouvished.
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During my 11-year career to date, I have noted one common fac-
tor with the revolving calendar: change. The courses have evolved; we
started with asphalt tees, mowing wall-to-wall with a gang mower, no
irrigation systems and no bunkers. Today, we offer golfers grass tees, use
lightweight fairway mowers and have some irrigation systems in place.
We’ve instituted (but these routines are not perfect yet) regularly sched-
uled maintenance practices such as fertilization; weed, disease and insect
control; and staff training and discipline. My personal reward is that I
can look at my facilities with a great amount of pride. I have a unique
perspective on where conditions have been. I also take opportunities to
speak with my customers. They will agree that we provide a quality
product for a good price.

In my short tenure on the Board of Directors, I have been sur-
prised by the amount of dedication, work and commitment displayed by
my fellow Board members. The rewards for working so hard are few, yet
extremely gratifying. They are the same rewards I have reaped during
my 11 years at Marquette Park Golf Course; you get to see a job accom-
plished properly and be proud of yourself.

I challenge you, the members of the MAGCS, to be as active in this
organization as possible, as there is strength in our numbers. The
rewards may seem to be few, but don’t be fooled—over time, you will
see results and relish the sense of accomplishment. | | ket
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SUPER -N- SITE
Larry Tomaszewski AXA Advisors, LLC

Pat McDonagh

The McDonagh family (L to R): Nannette,

—N—
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Madison (4), Pat and Breanne (6).

Let me paint you a picture! A beautiful, sunny day! Village of Lakewood, IL!
RedTail Golf Club (host of the Midwest’s July meeting)!

Being an avid golfer
(at a young age),

Pat spent a lot of free
time on golf conrses.
The opportunity to
have a carveer where
he conld manage

the ongoing mainte-
nance and cave of

a golf course seemed

extremely inviting.
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This is the best perk for taking on the responsibility and time of
writing a Super-N-Site article for On Course: spending an afternoon with
the superintendent while playing a round of golf. This affords a great
opportunity to discuss the superintendent’s career, golf course and
future aspirations—and to see the golf course up close and personal. My
day with RedTail Golf Club’s superintendent, Pat McDonagh, was most
enjoyable.

As is the case with most superintendents, Pat had extensive expo-
sure to golf courses before making the decision to make this his career.
Being an avid golfer (at a young age), Pat spent a lot of free time on golf
courses. The opportunity to have a career where he could manage the
ongoing maintenance and care of a golf course seemed extremely invit-

ing.

As is the case with many careers, however, the path to fulfillment
took a bit of a detour. Pat graduated from Northern Illinois University
with a B.S. in elementary education. Upon graduation, it was off to the
classroom. All the while, the question still lingered. Do I want to be a
teacher? Yes, no, yes, no, no, no . . . and years later, Pat has never looked
back.

After spending numerous college summers working at Country
Lakes in Naperville and one year of tutelage at Oak Brook Golf Club
under the guidance of superintendent Scott Nissley, Pat set out on his

(continued on page 36)



1568 Cloverdale Ave., Highland Park, IL 60035 (847) 831-0188 Fax: (847) 831-5002
3112 Coolidge Hwy #204, Royal Oak, Mi 48073 (734) 667-2666 Fax: (734) 667-2613

m Storage Against Fire Enuvironmental, Inc.

THE THRIFTY ALTERNATIVE
“Qur clients need to eliminate soil and groundwater contamination, stay in

compliance, and control expenses. As a design build alternative, our custom

pre-fabricated enclosures are superior, costs 25-40% less, and ready for use.”
Contact us for a no cost consultation if you are considering these applications:

*CHEMICAL STORAGE LOCKERS
*RINSEATE PAD SYSTEMS
*EQUIPMENT/MAINT. ENCLOSURES
*STRUCTURAL STEEL CANOPIES

“TURKEY SERVICES”
Engineering / Permitting
Project mgt. / Site prep
Off-loading / Installation
Custom Colors & Sidings

any more advanced and it would be a government secret.

Lebanon Turf Product’s exclusive Composite Technology” Country Club® and IsoTek™® fertilizers offer you the best
in controlled release nitrogen. Composite Technology delivers better particle dispersion, better particle integrity and
the highest nitrogen activity of any homogeneous fertilizer made. For more information on IsoTek* or Composite
Technology Country Club contact your local Lebanon Distributor or call 1-800-233-0628.

FECHN G Lo TGS <@ Lebanon

TURF PRODUCTS
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Autumn Tree Care Experts, Inc.

Glenview | Barrington | Lake Forest
847-729-1963 | www.autumntree.com
A full service arboricultural firm.




2000 U.S. WOMEN'S OPEN
Cathy Ralston Editor

It's Tourney Time!

The Merit Club prepares
to host Chicagoland’s
first women’'s Major

INn nearly 20 years.

Less than one year ago, Medinah Country Club and superintendent Dan Quast hosted
the “Last Major of the Millenninwm,” the 1999 PGA Championship, which concluded
with an exciting battle between Tiger Woods and young Spaniarvd Sergio Garcia. This
month, Chicago-area golf fans will velish the thrills of another Major as The Merit Club
and Oscar Miles, CGCS, welcome the 2000 U.S. Women’s Open.

On May 18, The Merit Club tallied 3.5” of rain
in two hours. Oscar reports run-off was excellent,
but major problems reconditioning washed-out
sand bunkers. Says Oscar, “We used this problem
to train grounds care crew what could happen
and what we would do!”

“On the men’s circuit, the question has long
been which Major is the Major? But there is no
question that the U.S. Women’s Open is the premier

| tournament in women’s golf,” says Ed Oldfield,

president of The Merit Club.

The international field competing for the $2.75
million purse—the largest in the ladies game—will
include defending champion Juli Inkster (now seen
frequently in Subaru commercials); luminaries like
Nancy Lopez and Pat Bradley; and top players such
as Se Ri Pak, Karrie Webb, Annika Sorenstam, Laura
Davies, Betsy King, Patty Sheehan, Meg Mallon and
Beth Daniel.

Nearly 20 years have passed since a women’s
championship event graced Chicagoland (think back to
1981’s Open at LaGrange C.C.). During the interven-
ing decades, women’s sports have surged in popularity,
and ladies golf is no exception. Tournament officials for
the 2000 U.S. Women’s Open Championship expect
more than 125,000 enthusiastic golf fans to watch the
world’s best women compete at the breathtaking Merit
Club the week of July 17-23; ESPN (Thursday/Friday)
and NBC (Saturday/Sunday) will broadcast the event
to millions of armchair fans worldwide.

(continued on page 20)
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Its Toumey Time! (continued from page 19)

Setting the stage

Preparing for the Open has
been a lengthy, painstaking and
arduous process. The story begins
in 1992, when The Merit Club’s
full 18 holes opened for play. That
year and the following vyear,
USGA officials visited, expressing
interest in hosting a Major Cham-

“The course will bring out
the best in the world’s best,”
notes Mary Capouch, chair of the
USGA Women’s Committee.

Yet as Oscar tells it, today’s
Merit Club has evolved since its
premiere in 1992, when the

USGA first expressed interest.

In anticipation of the Open, staff installed a road for the catering company
and expanded the west practice tee. Following a March 10 seeding, Oscar and
crew covered the tee with plastic to create a greenhouse effect. They mowed

the grass April 10 and opened the tee for member practice June 17.

pionship at the acclaimed new
course. Subsequently, owner and
founder Bert Getz extended a for-
mal invitation, and in 1994, the
USGA and The Merit Club
entered into an agreement that
the venue would host the 2000
U.S. Women’s Open.

Seldom does the USGA
award a tournament of such mag-

nitude to such a young golf
course, but The Merit Club itself

and its desirable location—accessi-
ble to both the Chicago and
Milwaukee markets—were an irre-
sistible combination. In fact, when
the USGA visited in fall of 1998
to initialize course set-up, officials
recommended zero changes to
the course prior to the tourna-
ment, another rarity, says Oscar.
In other words, the USGA felt the
course was challenging and fair as
is—QOscar and staff faced no man-
dates to add or subtract bunkers,
length or add trees, as is often the
case.
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(continued on page 23)
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