
Dry Weather Elicits
a Deluge of Postings
on MAGeS Web Site
1f)hile fall 1999 rewrote the

record books, area green-
keepers went online to

commiserate and share coping
strategies with colleagues. The fol-
lowing are excerpts from comments
posted on the MAGeS message
board during the first two weeks of
November.

Anyone else winterized their
irrigation system and concerned
about having blown it out too
early? We have enough moisture in
the soil for about one week without
rain. We will be hauling water in
our 1)500-gallon hydro mulcher in
the near future if this unseasonably
warm and dry weather continues
much longer.

Oscar Miles
The Merit Club

Blew our system at Arlington
Lakes the last week in October as we
normally do. Have old VT II
hydraulic and have no head control
when it freezes. Started system back
up on 11/5 because of lack of mois-
ture. Not sure when I'll winterize it
again. Blew nine-hole course on
landfill on 11/2 and may turn this
on again if dryness continues ... In
20-something years have never seen
it this dry in late October and early
November.

Jules "Butch" Peuvion
A rlington Lakes G. C.

With tee reconstruction projects)
a rather large sewer construction
project (Village of Glencoe)) tree
removal (155 sofar!)) stump grind-
ing) tree transplanting) etc. the dry
conditions have been a bittersweet
welcome. We too are experiencing
rather dry conditions in fairways
and roughs. Fve watered greens) tees

and approaches moderately and fair-
ways sparingly. Our water reservoir
is dependent on rainfall to recha1lJe
and I can supplement with
purchased village water but am try-
ing to make it through without
having to purchase anymore this
year... I usually do not blowout until
Thankgiving week or later as we usu-
ally are doing something that requires
sod to be watered .. Trying to finish
reconstruction of the last of five tees
then I do hope weget somegood rains
before freezing conditions prevail. I
don)t suppose freeze-dried soil will
fracture and aerate all that well.
Hoping for hydration!

Don Cross
Skokie C.C.

Our system here at Midlothian
C. C. is still live and very active.
Three nights in a r01V we have
irrigated greens) tees and fainva)Is.
We are also running roller-base
sprinklers in our roughs and hand-
watering our five newly sodded
greenside banks. All of this with
limited crew...while also maintain-
ing suitable playing conditions for
the membership. We have averaged
around 80 rounds a day for the past
week or so and it doesn)t looll lilu it
will let up anytime soon! Oscar said
he has not seen anything like this in
40 years of golf course management.
Let)s just look at it as a ((CHAR-
AcTER BUILDER)) for all of us)
especially for all the other assistants
out there who are trying to WOdltheir
way up the ladder of success.Let)s Ileep
the faith and challl this up to
((EXPERIENCE. ))

Tony Frandria
Midlothian C. C.

We are going to winterize
tom01'row. I have been watering the

soil a little each night this week due to
the lack of moisture. Hopefully this
week will be the end of 70-degree
weather. We had 40 golfers on Satttr-
day and 55 on Sunday.

Stacy Wallace
Northmoor C. C.

I had planned on blowing our
systems out this week but with
70-degree temperatures forecast for
the next several days) we will prob-
ably wait another week... Hope the
mercury doesn)t d1'op too fast. We
had over 100 golfers a day on both
Saturday and Sunday at two of our
courses.

Kerry Satterwhite
City of Bloomington) IL

AssistW1'1t John recharged
system this morning. Watered tees
the past two days with water
sprayed from hydro mulche1~ Very)
very dry fairways. John is running
sprinklers as I write. Raphael is
putting soaker hose and sprinklers
back out and watering rough and
new trees. Tentatively expecting to
reblow system ((turkey)) week. How
is eJJeryoneelsefaring during these
exceptionally warm) dry and windy
weather conditions? In 40 years of
golf course management) I haJJen)t
experienced unusual weather
conditions lilu this. Is this a 1'esult
of the ("greenhouse effect)) and what
are we to expect in Y2I(?

Oscar Miles
The Merit Club

We here at Stonebridge C. C.
watered almost clJcryday last week
and early this weell. We had no
choice but to blowout the system
today. I hope the temperature on
Saturday is the end of the wantl

(col1til1ued 011page 22)
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ASK THE IIEXPERT"

Bob Breen -N- Arrowhead Coif Club

Bob Breen, his wife, Ansela and daughter Mary.

Dape Braasch
Hughes Creel? G. C.

gvOb Breen, the I8-year
superintendent of Arrow-
head Golf Club, will be

the host of our January MAGCS
nleeting. Not to sound too
nluch like a personal ad, but Bob
is 48 years young, happily
I1larried to his wife Angie of 25
years, and has two children: son
John, 24, and daughter Mary,
13. He enjoys fishing and watch-
ing daughter Mary pitch
no-hitters at her softball ganles.
Asking price for this competent,
versatile package: $250,000/
o.b.o. Just kidding, Bob.

Bob's prior experience
includes working under the direc-
tion of Dave Meyer at both Indian
Lakes and Nordic Hills back in the
'70s. From there, he went on to
become a spray technician for
Sears Lawn and Leaf and Du Page
Landscaping. To finetune his
knowledge, he took several orna-
mental and horticultural classes at
College of Du Page.

Built in 1925, Arrowhead is
111 its final stages of reconstruc-

tion, an initiative that began six
years ago. Ken Killian designed
the new layout, and bringing it to
reality has been quite a project for
the Bruce Company and Bob. The
biggest challenge of managing
Arrowhead's 27- hole layout
during renovation, says Bob, was

to "maintain the 18 holes open to
the public at anyone time while
simultaneously overseeing the
reconstruction of the third nine."
Fortunately, dedicated assistant
Tom Byrne, Jr. has contributed
enormously during the recon-

(continued 011 page 24)

Think pre-cooled potted bulbs for instant Spring color
We have two locations to service the Tri-State Area

Specializing in Custom Grown Annuals
for the Commercial Landscaping Industry

A sampling of our Spring & Fall collection includes:

F: CLESEN

www.clesen.com

Aster Canna
Bacopa Caladium
Begonia Coleus
Brachycome Cuphea
Cabbage Daisy

Evolvus Ipomoea
Fuschia Ivy
Geranium Kale
Helichrysum Lantana
Impatiens Malo

Mum
Nicotiana
Pansy
Pentas
Petunia

Scaevola
Spike
Sprengeri
Sedum
Vinca

Evanston: 316 Florence Ave., Evanston, IL 60202
South Elgin: 540 South Drive, South Elgin, IL 60177

Phone: 847/869-2257
Phone: 847/695-1500
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Custom Verti - Drain with MST
Schedule Today

(800) 743-2419
Two Operators and Two Verti-Drains on every job

Satisfaction Guaranteed

Mechanical Soil Technology
Jayson Morrison, Manager

Phone: (800) 743-2419

reenCyc'e'M
Landscape Products

Bulk deliveries in the Greater Chicago area

COMPOST
Compost provides essential

micronutrients to make turf and
ornaments grow faster and healthier.
Composts ability to retain moisture
reduces drought shock. Its microbial
content improves soil texture for better
air and water circulation and reduced
compaction. After fertilizer applications,
compost retains added nutrients and
makes them plant-available as needed
- allowing reduced application rates.

• Divot repair mixes
• Top dressing high traffic areas -

fairways, rough, practice areas
• Preparing beds for ornamental plants
• Preparing soil for new seed or sod
• Backfilling when transplanting

Call
GreenCycle Incorporated

400 Central Avenue, Suite 200
Northfield, Illinois 60093

847-441-6606
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T/L/I UNIT TAKE ~ONTROL OF YOIJB TIJBF !

Are grubbing skunks causing thousands of
dollars worth of damage to your course?

Are beavers having a field
day with your freshly planted trees?

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.

Orland Park, IL 60462

(708) 349-8430

• A compact T/L/B diesel
tractor

• 35 horsepower
• Designed for

Loader/Landscape/
lnd ustrial use

• CST transmission, hydro-
sta tic power steering and
4-wheel drive

• Slanted hard nose hood
for better visibility and
durability

On Target Animal Damage Control.
Specializes in the selective control of grubbing

skunks and beaver removal. Our control
methods have proven to be 1000/0 effective in
major golf courses in the Chicago area. Stop
spending thousands of dollars on insecticides

intended to control the grubs.

-$- ON TARGET A.D.C.
P.O. BOX 469 CORTLAND, Il 60112

815-286-3039

Available as H & E Hydro-cut™ Washed Sod
or traditionally cut sod with soil.

"Single Source Convenience"

Washed Sod
That Fits Your

Course To A Tee!

\
I

\

You can get the job done if you ...

Apply the right pressure.
When you need a powerful pressure washer
that's tough on clean-ups and easy on your
budget, check out the AaLadin 1000 series
washers. Filled with
outstanding standard
features, these units
really put on the
pressure and make
things shine! Every
AaLadin unit is built
to highest quality
specifications in the
industry. Stop in
today for a complete
demonstration.

• PENNEAGLETM
BENT SOD

• XL, 100 BLEND
SODTM

• PENNCROSSTM
BENT SOD

• PENNLINKSTM
BENT SOD

GENERAL OFFICES:
3900 West I67th Street

Markham, IL 60426
Fax: 708,596,2481

Phone: 708,596,7200

HIGH PSI LTD.
25 South Pari<Street, Roselle,lL 60172

(630) 893-Q7n Fax(630) 893-1045

(800) 666-3900

• A Distribulorof ~

CETA CERTIFIED
IR

14 January 2000 On Course



ASK THE "EXPERT"

How to Create an Equipment
Replacement Program
Mike Mumper
Park Ridge C. C.

Editor)s Note: Mike wrote this
article during his recent tenure
at Ravisloe C. C. Ravisloe)s new
superintendent is Ed Esgar.

~

ow many of you have
ever been asked, "What
do you do during the

winter?" Between a few of those
much-needed breaks, this is the
time we prepare and plan for the
upcoming season and beyond.
Here at Ravisloe Country Club,
we are in the second year of a 10-
year equipment replacement
progralTI. For those of you who
have undertaken a similar pro-
gram, this is the time to update
the records on, and conditions of,
the current inventory. For those
of you who do not have a replace-
ment progranl in place, this will
be an overview of how I put my
10-year program together.

Green Conlmittee. At Ravisloe, I
compiled a report that contained
the following:

• Equipment Inventory-Obvi-
ously, several reasons to have an
inventory exist, but in this case
you will be able to determine
and prioritize your equipment
needs. List every piece of equip-
ment your course has, as well as
its year of make, model number,
serial number, condition and
any comments associated with
it. Update the condition of the
piece and any comments every
year. Also, make sure that you
add or delete equipment from
the list appropriately.

• USGA Sample Equipment
Inventory-I made a phone call
to the USGA and had them
send me a sample of a typical
golf course equipment inven-
tory. This allowed the members
to have the ability to compare

our inventory with a recom-
mended inventory created by
golf's governing body.

• Ravisloe Equipment Descrip-
tion-In this section, I
identified Ravisloe's most uti-
lized pieces of equipment and
gave each of them a brief
description, history and replace-
ment cost. I also included a
color photograph of each piece
so that the Green Committee
members could actually visualize
and therefore, better understand
what was being described.

• Capital Budget Survey-I
called nearly 20 other private
clubs that were similar to Ravis-
loe or familiar to its members. I
listed those clubs and their oper-
ations budgets for the year, their
previous three-year average for
capital equipment expenditures
and their previous three-year

(colltillued 011page 16)

23839 W. Andrcw Rd.• Plainfield, II. 60544. Call Toll Frcc: (800) 248.8873 or (815) 436-4440
Fax: (815) 436-4460 • cmail: spccmclcrs@aol.com

The Affordable, Compact
Mini-Weather Station

Monitor your course with a WatchDog'" Weather Recorder
and predict diseases such as Pythium, Dollar Spot and
Brown Patch with SpecWare software.

An exclusive LCD display presents real-time weather
conditions. The WatchDog has its own internal, long-life
battery so you won't have the extra expense and bulk of a
solar power package. Place a compact WatchDog Weather
System in your most problematic areas. You can change
external sensors as your needs change. Available external
sensors include:

• Rainfall
• Leaf Wetness
• Quantum Light
• External (soil) Temperature
• Soil Moisture

Ollr powerflll SpecWtlre soflwtlre is YOllr OWII perso,1Il1 IlS.lisllll'l! II fetllllres
reports slldl tiS llegree-lltlys, remp/RII or letlf lI'ellless llOlIrs, moll/My
Sllllllllllnes tlnd opliorllli plllnl disCtlse mmlel.l. View YOllr dtlltl as tI graph or
lIS II /lib/e. l'lm nOllllltll~! dommen/tllioll 10 SllppOrt YOllr /I'M lit'cisions!

WtllchDog "Mini-Wetl/ller Sltllioll"

Plant Disease
Station
• Rainfall
• Air Temperature
• Relative Ilumidity
• Leaf Wetness

Call or Write for our FREE 24-page Catalog .!pFrom here, you should start
planning what kind of report you
will put together to present to the

The first step is to write a
letter informing the Green Com-
mittee of your equipment review
and recommendations for replace-
ment. Include your capital
expenditures from the last five
years or so to give committee
members an idea of 'what you are
dealing with. Ravisloe's previous
five years' expenditures were a real
eye-opener for the Green Com-
mittee as they realized that average
dollars spent on capital equipment
was $11,750! Explain to com-
mittee members that a good
replacement program will cut into
such costs as labor and repairs.
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How to Create an Equipment .•.
(colltilllted from page 15)

average for capital improvement
expenditures. This was another
eye-opener for some of the com-
mittee members.

• Ravisloe Expenditures-I dug
into my files and put together a
list of our expenditures over the
last 10 years. This was more
than just a figure for a particular
year. I listed everything individ-
ually, to illustrate exactly what
was being spent on capital.

• Future Equipment Require-
ments- I organized this section
in the same manner as the sec-
tion featuring descriptions of
Ravisloe's equipment. I listed
pieces of equipment that would
be needed in the near future. I
described each piece, listed its
purpose and cost and made
some comments on how it
would be utilized to make our
operation more efficient. I
included color photographs in
this section, too. By the way,
you can find such pictures in the
equipment brochures readily
obtained from any of our com-
mercial representatives.

List every piece
of equipment your

course has,
as well as

its year of make,
model number,
serial number,

condition and any
comments associated

with it. Update
the condition of

the piece and
any comments

every year.

zincs that discussed how
iIllportant a good equiplnent
repiacenlellt progranl is. I
attached these articles to pro-
vide nle with backup support.

My experience bears out that
equipnlent evaluation requires a
joint effort from the superinten-
dent, assistant superintendent and
equipment technician. Don't be
afraid to supply your Green
Committee with too much infor-
mation. If your report is
professionally done, the members
are more likely to respect and
understand the infornlation you
are providing. As a matter of fact,
our finished report constituted
approximately 130 pages of infor-
mation compiled into a 1" binder.
The members appreciated our
work and effort. If anyone would
like to see a copy, please don't hes-
itate to contact me or Ed Esgar.

~

• Equipment Replacement Pro-
gram-I developed a 10-year
replacement schedule for Ravis-
loe. I simply determined our
immediate needs and planned
from there. Because of our lack
of expenditures during the past
five years, the numbers pro-
jected for the first couple years
on the new sched uIe were fairly
high, but the numbers tapered
off after that. For the most part,
the schedule received approval
and the membership has been
good about following through
with it.

• Articles on Equipment
Replacement-I included
articles fro III various nlaga-
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• Mass output is
computer
controlled

• Extremely
accurate
applications.

• 1000 lb. bulk
bags available

• Experienced and licensed applicator provided.

~
ARTHUR CLESEN INC.
543 Diens Dr. Wheeling, IL60090 (847) 537-2177 Fax: (847) 537-2210
8050 W. 186th St.Tinley Park, IL60477 (708) 444-2177 Fax: (708) 444-2199



Brian Baker
Tim Keating
John Meyer

Leading the Industry in Turf and Ornamental Management
630-514-8744 I Eric Foerster 630-514-8750
630-514-8997 I John Lebedevs 630-514-8745
630-514-8748 I Bruce Schweiger 630-514-8763

Harry O'Brien 630-514-8754

525 N Enterprise Street, Aurora, IL 60504
Office 630-499-1966 or 800-383-3230
Fax: 630-499-1971 or 800-457 -7322

lVhere Success is based on a commitment topeople ...

Construction Services to the Golf Industry

Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement.

You have the Projects, Ideas & Needs. We have the Experience & Equipment to do
the jOb Right the First time.

Many Trucks '
Equipped with

High Floatation
Tires to

Minimize
Damage to your

Golf Course

Water Control Structures.
Pond Cleaning •

New Ponds •
Pond Lining •

Cart Paths.
CALL US TODAY!!

Specialized
... Equipment

suited to
... Cleaning your

existing Golf
Course
Water
Features.

Lee Bruce (608) 836-7041
Established 1953

Dave Weber

On Course January 2000 17



A Splendid Evening ...
The MAGeS Fall Dinner Dance
John Gurke) CGCS
Aurora C.C.

he annual MAGCS Fall
Dinner Dance took place
on Novenlber 20 at Seven

Bridges Golf Club, with Don
and Geri Ferreri serving as our
gracious hosts. The meal was
excellent, and all who attended
had a great time. Our own Gene
Thonlpson and his band Grand
Canyon provided live entertain-
ment, which kept everyone on
the dance floor throughout the
night. Dave and Debbie Nadler
again treated us to an open bar,
for which we are extremely
grateful.

If you have not attended
this function in the past, you
have been missing a very nice
evening, as well as the opportu-
nity for wives and significant
others to nleet and conlmiserate
about the long season (which
pronlises to be behind us soon).
Thank you froln the MAGCS to
the Ferreris and Nadlers for their
generosity, and to Donna
Tholnpson for giving up her
husband for the night so that we
could enjoy ourselves. ~

Our host teaching (from L to R) Linda Anderson (Tim), Debbie Purpur (Joe!),
Cheryl DeRoo (Kevin) and Debbie Nadler (Dave) the Chicken Dance. Yikes!

Gene Thompson and Grand Canyon provided the lively entertainment.

Don and Geri Ferreri, our hosts.
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Russ Stachlewitz and Jenny Dalton
getting cozy.

Dudley and Marlene Smith.



George and Diane O'Hara discussing red equipment.

... to gather the best quality and technology available .

... to respond to future market opportunities .

... to deliver genuine value to the turf manager.

United Horticultural Supply has earned a leadership
role in discovering and delivering the best quality

and technology available on the market.

Competitors tied to limited resources or
technologies cannot make that statement.

That's why you can trust the performance and
quality of UHS Signature Brand FertiLizers~

Contact your local UHS representative
for more information.

(800) 411-5115
www.uhsonline.com

UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers are a product of
United Horticultural Supply

Jlyou have our name on it"
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Scenes From the First Annual
VVest Side Holiday Party
John Gurke) CGCS
Aurora C.C.

7he inaugural West Side
Holiday Party was held on
Tuesday, December 7 at

Dave -n- Buster's, and the large
turnout promises to make this an
annual event. The party included
an Italian buffet lunch, followed
by games and goofiness. The
private room had a capacity of 75,
which will probably need to be
bumped up for future years.
Special thanks go out to all
MAGeS members who had a part
in arranging the event and whose
generosity during the day was
greatly appreciated. ~

Kerry Anderson was so darn
handsome that nobody wanted

to be pictured with him.
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Rick Uthe, Holly Gilmour and Scott Witte.

President Ferreri gets serious with Phil Taylor.

Dan Sterr, Mike Mumper and an overly happy Joel Purpur.


