DIRECTOR’'S COLUMN
Kevin DeRoo Bartlett Hills G.C.

More Than You Ever Wanted to Know

About Our Monthly
Golf Events

The dawn of a new millennium (I promise, that’s the last time I use the word ‘millen-
niuwm’) brings on new challenges to us all. For me, as a divector of this fine Association,
I have been handed the dubious honor of chairing the Arrangements Committee for the
year 2000. If memory serves me, 1 believe the appointment went something like this, and
I quote, “Kevin, I am appointing you as chairman of the Arvrangements Committee for
the upcoming year 2000.” To that, my response could only be, “In that case, Mr. Presi-
dent, I volunteer.” Democracy, you gotta love it.

If you have never
hosted a meeting or
golf event, or have not
hosted in a long while,
do 1t. Having done 1t
myself, I can attest to
no move meaningful
fulfillment in my
careev as a golf conrse
supevintendent. To
have your peers witness
the fruits of your labor
and compliment you
on your efforts . . .
WOW, I wish I conld
bottle that stuff.

So, as newly “volunteered” chairman to the Arrangements
Committee, I have elected to sail through some fairly uncharted waters
here and share with the membership a few of the duties and responsibili-
ties of my new position. Granted, having coordinated only two golf events
thus far, I am the first to say, “Young grasshopper, has much to learn.”
But having accomplished the organization of the April and June golf
events somewhat successfully, I have learned one important lesson. And
that is: As much as the MAGCS Board of Directors tries, we will never
please all the people all the time. I know that is a bit harsh, but it is also
very realistic. To this truism, I can only think to respond in the infamous
words from Spock (the Vulcan, not the doctor), and I quote, “The needs
of the many, outweigh the needs of the few.” (Okay, so I'm a Trekkie.)
With this said, I will begin with a little background information.

To assurc meeting affordability to all of our membership, it has been
the policy of the MAGCS, carried out by the Board of Directors, to simply
“break even” at our monthly golf events. For all those who assume our
Association is making a killing on these monthly meetings, I am here to tell
you that at present, it is a false and inaccurate assumption. That is not to
suggest that in the future this break-even policy may have to change. How-
ever, with the Association continually trying to provide additional services
to our membership (the MAGCS Web page, MAGCS scholarships, turf-
grass research donations, etc.), it is easy to explain the added expenses that
accompany increased services. Someday, we may need to look at our
monthly golf events as an additional revenue source. That is for the mem-
bership to decide. But for now, our policy for monthly golf events remains:
Don’t make any money . . . but, don’t lose any, either. That is where the
Arrangements Committee comes in.

It is rather early in my tenure as chairman of the Arrangements
Committee, but near as I can tell, my title should be changed to “Head
Plea Beggar.” The main duties and responsibilities of the committee [

oversee are threefold: (continued on page 12)
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More Than You Ever Wanted 1o Know

(continued from page 11)

® Plead with fellow superinten-
dents to host a meeting for the
upcoming season or the season
thereafter.

¢ Beg the host course to give our
Association a professional cour-
tesy break.

* Plead and beg our commercial
membership to sponsor one or
more golf events for the season.

First (without playing my
harp), I just want to say one thing,.
If you have never hosted a meet-
ing or golf event, or have not
hosted in a long while, do it. Hav-
ing done it
myself, T can

MAGCS THANKS

($2-5), and membership meeting
announcement mailing ($2-5).
Lo and behold, the cost of the day
just skyrocketed to the neighbor-
hood of $85-110/player—
something our Association is
trying desperately to avoid.

Which brings me to my third,
and last, point. The MAGCS is very
lucky to have full support from our
commercial members. We rely on
them heavily to lessen the burden of
our monthly meeting costs, as well
as for other sponsorship fees. For
their generosity, we owe them a
great deal of
gratitude and

attest to no 4 thanks. And
more meaning- Today's Sponsors more  impor-
ful fulfillment *Palatine Oil Co., Inc. tant, we owe

in my career as
a golf course
superintendent
than when 1
hosted a golf
event. To have
your peers witness the fruits of
your labor and compliment you
on your efforts . . . WOW, I wish
I could bottle that stuff.

Second, in this day and age,
golf like everything else has
become big business. Today we
face private country clubs opening
their doors for Monday outings at
a premium price. We see public,
daily-fee golf courses with greens
fees in the $75-100 range as
almost the norm. And yet, we as
an Association continue to ask
these courses to give us a break for
the day. And as a professional
courtesy, they try to oblige us the
best they can. But with the price
of poker going up, I am seeing a
trend in the not-too-distant future
that says it will be very difficult to
keep golf and a cart in the
$50/player range. Then, add in
the cost of a continental breakfast
($2-5/person), box lunch ($5-7),
dinner ($15-25), cold beverages
($2-5), golf prizes ($7-10), scor-
ing and pro shop amenities
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* Zeneca
* Nadler Golf Car Sales, Inc.

e Chicago Turf & lrrigation, Inc.
o Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.
« JW. Turf, Inc.

*PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY

them our busi-
ness. Early this
spring, we sent a
letter to our
- commercial
members asking
for their sponsorship support at any
one of our monthly meetings for
the 2000 season. To date, a total of
12 commercial members have
responded and $10,850 has been
raised from their generosity. These
commercial members are as follows:

* Chicago Turf & Irrigation, Inc.
(6 sponsored meetings)

¢ Palatine Oil Company, Inc. (5)

® Nadler Golf Cart Sales, Inc. (5)

® Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts,
Inc. (3)

* J.W. Turf, Inc. (3)

¢ Turf Partners, Inc. (2)

® Zeneca (2)

* Waupaca Sand and Solutions (2)

e Arthur Clesen, Inc. (1)

* Northfield Block Company (1)

* Nugent Golf Associates (1)

* BOJO Turf Supply, Inc. (1)

To translate this general
information into specific circum-
stances, the April meeting hosted
by Elgin Country Club cost our
membership a total of $70/player

(continued on page 32)
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With disease, temperature stress, insect damage, and high traffic, turf becomes weak.
It needs a helping hand to regain its vigor! Recharge is the quickest way for your turf to replenish its energy.

RECHARGE combines:

Azospirillum brasilense, a beneficial root growth promoting bacteria, and
FreshPack Microbial Stimulant, an energy source to help bring abundant life
back to your soil.

ZOSPIRILLUM
ANSILENSE

Azuon Surface of Root
X _\;.; L 4

The product combination will stimulate root regrowth due to the production of plant growth
promoters, specifically IAA (indole acetic acid). In turn, the plant will be able to draw greater
quantities of water and nutrients, generating a more vigorous, healthy turf plant. A healthier
turf plant can store away moreenergy, increasing its ability to withstand negative environ-
mental pressures. Consequently, the turf will green up earlier and be better prepared to take
on the stresses of the next growing season.

Root Branching

Photos from American Sociely of
Microblologists Newslatter, 1997 Whea! Rools

What you can expect:
* Rejuvenate the plant from the stresses of
the growing season
* Establish a healthy extensive root system
* Get earlier spring green-up
* Realize greater efficiency from your fertility program
Establish healthy seedlings during overseeding

Root Hair Formation _

Unrrearedza Treated Untreated

FresHPack CONVENIENCE

* Each FreshPack program provides enough treatments for one month of applications
* Components are tank-mix compatible

= Complete treatment application is shipped by air

» Treatments are packaged in individual one-acre packets so you can apply by the acre

Load the sprayer and GO!

Treated

n E c H n n G E A FreshPack Program from
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ECOSOIL
-‘s YSTEMS, INC

\

John Lebedevs
(630) 514-8745

Tim Keating

(630) 514-8997 525 N. Enterprise Street » Aurora, IL 60504

i &) F: y
Eric Foerster (630) 499-1966  Fax (630) 499-1971

(630) 514-8750

Leading the Industry in Turf & Ornamental Management

Brian Baker
(630) 514-8744

John Meyer
(630) 514-8748

Cubby 0'Brien
(630) 514-8754

WWW.magcs.org
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SUPER -N- SITE
Gary Hearn Salt Creck G.C.

Joseph Meiler

The Meier family: Joseph, Stephanie,
Jaclyn and wife Joanne.

—N—

Joe Mezer, supevintendent at White Deer Run Golf Course—the site of our August meet-
ing—ygraduated in 1974 from the University of Illinois with a degree in business.
Immediately theveafter, he started his own landscape design and construction firm, and
after 10 years, he decided to pursue his dveam of constructing a golf course. In 1992, he
envolled in night classes at the College of Lake County and earned a two-year degree in
horticulture, majoring in turf. Upon graduation, Joe began working at Turnberry Golf
Club, where he became the assistant superintendent for four years.

250 acres
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from 4,500 yards to 7,300
vards (expect 7,500 for
the MAGCS meeting):

7.5 miles of cart

and 1,200 sprinkle
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During the summer of 1996, Joe met Ray Plote, owner of Boulder
Ridge Country Club. Ray was in the process of building a new golf
course in far north suburban Vernon Hills: White Deer Run. Joe, along
with Todd Lipschutz (land planner-general manager), oversaw every
aspect of building White Deer Run, from rough grading to seeding to
layout. Both Todd and Joe were instrumental in developing and very
involved in the construction of this stunning, upscale, public golf
course. Designed by Dick and Tim Nugent and built by Ryan, Inc.,
White Deer Run is Joe’s “diamond in the rough.”

A budget of $650,000 went toward drainage—a major concern,
and the course fared well during this wet June of 2000—and the irriga-
tion system was mapped out by using a global positioning system (GPS).
Another $600,000 was spent on retaining walls; Joe notes that some
walls are about 20" high. The course opened in August 1998 and dur-
ing its first full season in 1999, tallied about 24,000 rounds.

White Deer Run is a young course and as such, has a very short his-
tory, but impressive vital statistics. Built on 250 acres surrounded by
homes, the course boasts 50 acres of bentgrass; 5.5 acres of bunkers

(continued on page 17)



Construction Services to the Golf Industry

Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement.

the
bruce You have the Projects, Ideas & Needs. We have the Experience & Equipment to do

company the job Right the First time.

of Wisconsin, Inc.

NMany Tricks « New Construction
Equipped with =
High Floatation fiss . Remogelllng
Tires to [l * Irrigation
Misimize « Drainage
Damage to your i
Golf Course * Feature Shaping

* Trap Sand Replacement

Water Control Structures ° Specialized

Pond Cleaning f::zr:::m
New Ponds * '_C!aanfngyour
Pond Lining * existing Golf
Cart Paths » g
CALL US TODAY!! S = Features.
Lee Bruce (608) 836-7041 Dave Weber
Established 1953

NET T, 50 LBS (22.68 K§)

BT RN
o

= I,

try Ch
FRAS .
FERTILIZER

T
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any more advanced and it would be a government secret.

Lebanon Turf Product’s exclusive Composite Technology™ Country Club® and IsoTek®® fertilizers offer you the best
in controlled release nitrogen. Composite Technology delivers better particle dispersion, better particle integrity and
the highest nitrogen activity of any homogeneous fertilizer made. For more information on IsoTek® or Composite
Technology Country Club contact your local Lebanon Distributor or call 1-800-233-0628.

TECHNOLOGY non

TURF PRODUCTS
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PETROLEUM ONE TOWER LANE * SUITE 1700
TECHNOLOGIES OAKBROOK TERRACE, ILLINOIS 6018
EQUIPMENT, INC. PHONE 630-573-2910 * FAX 630-579-9087

“Don’t Be Caught Off Guard By The 1998
Underground Storage Tank Regulations Act”

SERVICES OFFERED

* Underground Tank Removal, Installation & Upgrades
» Above Ground Tank Installation
» Petroleum Equipment Distributors
e Distribution & Installation of Compressed Natural Gas Equipment
* Pump Sales & Service
» General Contracting
» Key and Card Fuel Management Systems

“FULL SERVICE PETROLEUM EQUIPMENT INSTALLATION SPECIALISTS”

| TURFSEED, INC.

PICKSEED

WILDFLOWERS

Top Quality Certified Grass Seed

Clesen or Scotts Grass Seed Mixes

and Custom Blending
|

N 543 Diens Dr. L 8050 W. 186th St. Y‘f
A /

Wheeling, IL 60090 Tinley Park, IL 60477

ph: 847-537-2177 ARTHUR CLESEN ]NC ph: 708-444-2177 %

k fax: 847-537-2210 fax: 708-444-2199
/ e www.aclesen.com ot
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loseph Meier =N- White Deer Run Golf Course (continued from page 14)

(110 bunkers total—better prac-
tice your sand shots); greens
averaging 8,500 square feet; five
sets of tees that set up from 4,500
vards to 7,300 yards (expect
7,300 for the MAGCS meeting);
7.5 miles of cart paths; and 1,200
sprinkler heads. Joe started a tree
program and is more than halfway
there, 1,000 trees planted and
800 more to go. As testimony to
its early acclaim, in 1999, White
Deer Run hosted the John Deere
Team Championship.

Joe is married to a lovely
wife, Joanne, and has two won-
derful, beautiful daughters:
Stephanie (12) and Jaclyn (6). A
dichard Cubs fan, having lived
only five minutes from Wrigley
Field for 20 years, Joe is hoping
that the Cubs will not trade
Sammy Sosa. When not tending
to the course, Joe keeps busy by
coaching girls’ basketball, reading
(when the Cubs are losing) and
playing golf. He believes that
Tiger Woods is in a class by him-
self and the other Tour players
had better bring their games to
his level. Among Joe’s other con-
victions: junior golf needs a lot of
attention, as children are our best
resource to keep the golf industry
alive. Also, Joe sees a dire need
for more teaching professionals.

I enjoyed talking to Joe, a
very laid-back, hard-working
person. Please come to White
Deer Run G.C. in August for
the Midwest meeting and enjoy
this “diamond in the rough.”

'-\l: ‘ ; { il “

Hole #8 at White Deer Run.

“Quality Beyond Compare”

golfVisions

Golf Course Contractors Golf Course Managers

Some of our current construction/renovation projects include:
The Glen (Rick Jacobson), Glenview, IL
Northmoor C.C. (Rick Jacobson), Highland Park, IL
Bolingbrook G.C. (Art Hills), Bolingbrook, IL
Hodge Park (D.A. Weibring Golf Resources), Kansas City, MO
Los Lagos (Von Hagge, Smelek & Baril), Edinburg, TX

Call Tim Miles, Sr., Tom Jauch or Doug Long
for more information.

3000 Dundee Road, Suite 302 * Northbrook, IL 60062
Phone: 847-412-9990 * Fax: 847-412-9996 * www.golfvisionsllc.com
GolfVisions is a member of the
Golf Course Builders Association of America, the MAGCS and the GCSAA.
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',1’4_ ...give to 7
\ﬁ the Sunset Ridge /7| SERVING THE UPPER MIDWEST

We understand the importance of minimizing

Premier Plan

The lllinois Turfgrass Endowment
program needs your support to
continue bringing

the best turfgrass in the country to
lllinois.

costly down time on a busy golf course, That's
why Seasonal Services is your first choice for
fairway aerification,

r— '/‘ ~
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At Seasonal Services we use two Cushman
GA-60 Aerators, This provides faster, more
efficient service to our clients with a superior
hole quality for more effective aerification.
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If you are already a supporter, we
thank you. If you currently do not

support us, join this elite group of
top golf clubs and reap

the benefits of membership in the
Sunset Ridge Premier Plan.

We offer prompt, convenient Daytime and
Evening service and provide references if
desired.

Porter-Achtenhagen

Your annual contribution and /’ Ph: 262.392.3444 easonal
sopon wileatit Ve ozt 04l | Fax; 262.392.3848 ervices..

to carry on its turfgrass research and
education in the state of lllinois.
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When you support the ITE, you will "'.Y-

N i
v A discover that we will support you 7
b = ' TRUE BLUE
%ﬁf . w ™
) X " \{ Lake & Pond Dye

! M,
IS l. i
K Ny The professional way to bring a
T The lllinois Turfgrass Endowment .,
.}f = proud to present ts 2000 natural blue appearance back to
D —— SUNSET RIDGE PREMIER PLAN MEMBERS —— R your lakes and ponds.

‘-_ Bob O'Link Golf Club Mount Prospect Golf Club 'y

Also comes in EZ SoluPaks

Elgin Country Club Old Elm Club

E§ Bryn Mawr Country Club North Shore Country Club
%; Exmoor Country Club Olympia Fields Country Club_

e Long-lasting natural blue color
« Easy to use

w Conway Farms Golf Club Orchard Valley Golf Club & e Harmless to fish and wildlife

L \k Country Club of Decatur  Prairie Landing Golf Club ")We

:"" d Glen Flora Country Club  Seven Bridges Golf Club -_.’“11 P}

ii x Glen Oak Country Club  Skokie Country Club _ h ””SERV

}ﬁ:l Ivanhoe Club Sportsmans Country Club L ‘

hj’dj Knollwood Club Sunset Ridge Country Club ‘&;

\j f:;‘_ Medinah Country Club  Urbana Golf & Country Club \1' ! 27310 W CASE RD 6730 SOUTH STREET
?‘ i ."' WAUCONDA, IL TINLEY PARK, IL
{5 L (848)526-0007 (708)532-4723
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Migratory Bird Management
Have Dogs Will Travel

Border Collies

GOOSE CONTROL
Harold Frederickson
If we don’t answer our phone

we're on another wild goose chase
708-361-6772

K

ACME MATERIALS CO.
1-800-397-1105

GREEN
DIVOT
MIX

BUNKER SAND

TOP DRESSING

Whats new Frem The Bear

From B & & Consultants, Inc.
* White Gold Fertilizer*
100% Water Soluble, Total Conversion

*Peneturf (completely reformulated)
*Bio-Flora Fertilizers *
*System One Compost*
*Lebanon NX-Pro Fertilizers *
Now With State Of The Art
Composite Blending

*The Divot Doctor - will repair
up to 180 divots per fill up
*Lange Stegman Fetilizers *
Introducing AgricoTurf II

B & G Consultants, Inc.

240 Annapolis Dr. Vernon Hills, IL. 60061
(office) 847/367-7728 (fax)847/680-6237

m b a Division ofLapfrre Water Technologies & ?.odvem Inc.
marine biochemists

Professional Aquatic Management

> Aquatic Plant and Algae Control
* Treatment Programs
* Biological Control Programs

> Water Qualilty Assessment

¢ Dissolved Oxygen
* Nutrient Levels

> Aeration Systems
* Custom Designs, Sales and Service

> Surface Floating Fountains
* Aqua Master ® & Aqua Control ®

> Fisheries Management
* Surveys and Stocking

> Wetlands Mitigation
* Herbicide Management

> Professional Consultants

604 E. North St. Suite B, Elburn, IL 60119
Phone: (630) 365-1720 Fax (630) 365-1721
800-558-5106 ext. 106

visit us at our web site: www.marinebiochemists.com
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NITROx GTS

Would you like to -
Improve the quality of your irrigation water?
Reduce irrigation water needs by up to 30%?
Reduce hand-watering labor up to 90%?
Reduce fertilizer usage up to 50%?
Reduce chemical usage (pesticides) up to 50%?
Reduce aeration requirements up to 50%:?
Add significant amounts of Oxygen to your root zones?

If so, you should consider the NITROx GTS
generator. This piece of equipment takes oxygen
from the air, passes it through a high voltage charge,
and injects it into your irrigation water as it leaves
the pump house, producing ozone, nitrate and
nitric acid, and resulting in the above listed benefits.

For more information, please contact:

Bud Edman

E-3 Turf Products
630-985-3974 or
630-244-3312

2040 Lehigh Avenue
Glenview, IL 60025
HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC. Telephone 847.724.8660
IRRIGATION Fax 847.724.8659
SYSTEMS

*

Irrigation & Pump Station Design

*

Irrigation Installation

*

Drainage Systems

*

Pump Station Installation

*

Irrigation Pipe & Supplies

*

Pond Aerators

_ COMMERCIAL
TURF & TRACTOR
NORTH AMERICA’S
#1 VERTI-DRAIN DISTRIBUTOR

BUILT ON EXPERIENCE, SERVICE
& CUSTOMER SATISFACTION!

QUALITY CONTRACTING!

® Verti-Drain® Deep-tine Aeration
® Complete Turf Renovation

® Fairway Overseeding

® Custom Putting Green Seeding

Redexim/Charterhouse

VERTI-DRAIN
Redexim/Charterhouse
VERTI-SEED

Redexim/Charterhouse
OVERSEEDER

ROTADAIRON
SOIL RENOVATOR

‘-—- ; i

Redexim/Charterhouse MASSEY FERGUSON

RAPIDCORE
1-800-748-7497

Bryan Wood, Owner

Serving the Industry for over 15 years

Home of Bryans Blend Barbegue Sauce!
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