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INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPE
COMMERCIAL & TURF
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NEW HOLLAND SKID LOADERS, TRACTORS AND AITACHMENTS

KUBOTA TRACTORS, WHEEL LOADERS, MINI EXCAVATORS

SCAG, KUBOTA, BEFCO, HOWARD PRICE COMMERCIAL MOWERS

STIHL, ECHO, HOMELITE POWER PRODUCTS

DYNAWELD TRAILERS
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Landscape Products
Bulk deliveries in the Greater Chicago area

COMPOST
Compost provides essential

micronutrients to make turf and
ornaments grow faster and healthier.
Composts ability to retain moisture
reduces drought shock. Its microbial
content improves soil texture for better
air and water circulation and reduced
compaction. After fertilizer applications,
compost retains added nutrients and
makes them plant-available as needed
- allowing reduced application rates.

• Divot repair mixes
• Top dressing high traffic areas -

fairways, rough, practice areas
• Preparing beds for ornamental plants
• Preparing soil for new seed or sod
• Backfilling when transplanting

Call
GreenCycle Incorporated

400 Central Avenue, Suite 200
Northfield, Illinois 60093

847 -441-6606

http://www.paylinewest.com
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24, 
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of 
scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance. 

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing die 
individual and collective prestige of the members. 

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our 
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the 
general public now and in the future. 
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Ncls J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc. 
A Tradition — More Than 60 Years 

Of Complete, Dependable, Economical Tree Service 
For Private Estates, Municipalities, Schooln, industrial Areas, 

Parks and Golf Courses 

(847)475-1877 
912 Pitner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202 

Imitating Nature and Building on Tradition 

18250 Beck Road Marengo, Illinois 60152 
(815) 923-3400 FAX: (815) 923-3662 

e-mail: designfo lohmann.com website: www.lohmann.com 

American Society of Golf Course Architects 

We manage aquatic plants, 
control algae, conduct water quality 
testing, stock game fish, and install 
aeration systems and nuisance geese 

deterrents, all with an environmentally 
sensitive approach. 

Look to us for product equipment 
and sales as well. 

' AQUATIC WEED 
T E C H N O L O G Y 

For A Professional Consultation, 
Call Rich Rollins at (630) 893-0810 

email: richrollins@aquaticweed.com or www.aquaticweed.com 
A division of Clarke Environmental Mosquito Management Co. Inc. 
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It's Time to Take a Closer Look at Hunter Golf 

Introducing V($t& - With the 
Power of Real-World Visual Control 

Software with 3-D Animated Graphics 

Hunter Golf introduces Vista, the most advanced and powerful irrigation 
control system available today. Vista utilizes the precision of your irrigation 
consultant's AutoCAD™ design to create realistic 3-D graphics that allow 
you to "drive" every fairway on your course, fine-tuning the system from a 
real-world golf cart perspective. Advanced yet easy to use, Vista features 
truly automated programming, real-time dynamic flow balancing and a 
familiar internet-style interface. Contact Century Rain Aid and take a closer 
look at the full range of innovative products from Hunter Golf. 

Authorized Hunter Golf Distributor 

I CENTURY RAIN AID! 
With More Than 130 Branches Coast to Coast 
www.rainaid.com • email: rainaid@rainaid.com 

Call for a free Supplies Catalog or on-site consultation: 800-642-3706. 

http://www.rainaid.com
mailto:rainaid@rainaid.com


OIU C O U R S E 
W I T H T H E P R E S I D E N T 
Donald S. Ferreri Seven Bridges G.C. 

A Home for Our Future 

The MAGCS Will Join 
the Midwest Golf House 

Complex at Cog Hill 
The future is now, plain and simple. We are no longer merely dreaming about promised 
technologies or fantasizing what might occur in our days to come. On a routine basis, 
accomplishments are taking place that even five years ago we could not have imagined. 
Tools and resources we use to maintain our golf facilities or make sales transactions 
demonstrate progress daily. We constantly enhance our jobs using innovations or new 
measures of convenience. We take these opportunities in stride, allowing us to grow 
individually and reach new heights. 

f p m IRE HOME OF: 

THREE-HOLE "SHORT COURSE" 
FOR _ 

V s WITH « 8 ( 0 * « • ? • " BEGINNERS 

Groundbreaking for the Midwest Golf House Complex took 
place on July 5, 2000. Pictured here at the ceremony are, 

L to R: Jerry Maatman, CDGA president; Don Ferreri, 
MAGCS president; and Dan McGuire, executive director 

of the Illinois Junior Golf Association (IJGA). 

Your Board of Directors has taken a bold 
step recently. However, when I say the Board 
took a bold step, what I really mean is that we 
acted on a "no-brainer." Whenever I evaluate a 
situation requiring a decision that bears great 
importance, I create two lists. One documents 
all the positives, the other outlines the negatives. 
As I will explain in detail, on the issue of whether 
the MAGCS should join the new Midwest Golf 
House Complex at Cog Hill, the two lists did 
not compare. Any negative was greatly out­
weighed by the positive. 

A little over a year ago, discussions started 
with the Chicago District Golf Association 
(CDGA). The CDGA had a futuristic vision of 
uniting all golf industry associations under one 
roof, a building that would truly represent golf 
in Chicagoland. Although the CDGA is backing 
the project financially through CDGA monies 
and private donations, the CDGA chose not to 
self-tide the project. Instead, the new building 
will be known as the Midwest Golf House Com­
plex at Cog Hill. Groundbreaking ceremonies 
took place on July 5 at Cog Hill Golf Course on 
10 acres of property that was generously donated 
by the Jemsek family. Construction is now 
underway. If you attended the Western Open, 
you may have seen our logo on the billboard 
along Archer Avenue, announcing our participa­
tion in this venture. 

(continued on page 27) 
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TORO Reelmaster 5200D/5400D 
Variable speed fairway 
mower provides a superb 
quality of cut with two 
powerful diesel engine 
choices - 28hp or 35hp. 

630-773-5555 
FAX 630-773-4273 

KJbdLJhgfojUli 

Chicago 
jTurf & lrrigcitiofi\inc. 
1170 W. Ardmore I Itasca, Illinois 60143 

TORO, 

j r j^vyj j 'J^e? 

\^Jsdk. 

Reelmaster 3100-D 
with Sidewinder Cutting Units 

text generation Reelmaster! 
ting units slide left to right 
greater cutting capability 
and maneuverability. 

630-773-5555 
FAX 630-773-4273 

jTurf & lrrigotion\inc 
1170 W. Ardmore I Itasca, Illinois 60143 
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Last year, we endured a grueling July—hot and dry—and this year, we are confronting 
extremely wet conditions. High temperatures, unusually dry or wet conditions, extreme 
humidity and lots of play add up to great stress for turf and turfgrass managers alike 
during our Midwestern summers. I have personally seen grass of many colors during this 
trying period. Each color across the spectrum tells its own tale of stress, recovery and even 
death. So I am inspired to write this article, which has been formulating in my mind for 
several years, about the colors of turf I have experienced and what they mean. During 
my career, I have been fortunate to experience turfgrass management in many guises: 
golf course grow-ins (three), Mid-Atlantic summers, Midwestern winters and PGA 
tournament preparations and aftermaths. All circumstances offered different outcomes 
and many different colors of turf. The color of turf can range from the dark green of 
spring to the purples, oranges, reds and browns of summer. 
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Your Ttirf? 
F E A T U R E A R T I C L E 
Gregg Rosenthal, CGCS Kemper Lakes G.C. 

The first color to discuss is 
yellow; this color represents stress 
and deficiency of one sort or 
another. Yellow in the spring tells 
me that fertility is poor, or that 
something is missing in the nutri­
tion of the turf. This is easily 
remedied with micronutrients or 
fertilizer. During grow-in, this 
color tells me I waited too long 
between fertilizer applications and 
that two-week intervals between 
feedings should not be stretched. 
Yellow is also the color of turfgrass 
after the Senior Open, when tents, 
bleachers, sky boxes and trucks are 
placed on the course two weeks 
before the event and are not 
removed until the week after. Con­
sequently, my turf forgets what the 
sun looks like. Although this is an 
ugly color, recovery is usually 
quick if irrigation or rainfall occurs 
in a timely fashion. Yellow is the 
color of turf that tells you, the 
manager, that something needs to 
be done. It is not a color that fore­
warns disaster; it is only trying to 
get your attention to be fed or 
loved as we do best. Yellow is also 
a good color for those of us that 
are on Poa control programs; it is 
the lovely color of Poet reacting to 
TGR and represents the competi­
tive advantage gained by the 
bentgrass under this regulation. 

Purples and reds are the col­
ors of extreme stress, caused by the 
lack of water or the presence of too 
much water. Last season, we saw all 
too much of these colors due to 
lack of rainfall, high temperatures 
and extreme humidity (both high 
and low). Irrigation system defi­
ciencies and human error (not us) 
can cause these colors to pop up. I 

personally have seen a broad spec­
trum of reds and purples on my 
course, sometimes all within a few 
feet of each other! Bright reds and 
purples represent the need to 
hand-water dry spots, those areas 
next to sprinklers that for whatever 
reason stay dry and won't get wet 
no matter what you do, unless you 
spend lots of money on wetting 
agents that solve the problem 
along with many hours on the 
business end of a hose. Purple also 
represents the color of turf pre­
ferred by the PGA tournament 
officials; no matter how well you 
manage your irrigation, when they 
arrive the course is too wet. It 
seems that long drives for the nor­
mal golfer are not good enough 
for the Tour player, who needs 40 
extra yards of roll to be able to play 
your course without crying that 
the conditions are too tough. That 
is, of course, despite 20 mph-plus 
winds that along with low humid­
ity can dry your turf faster than 
laundry on a line. But after two 
nights of no irrigation, the course 
is too dry and the ball bounces too 
much, so the turf manager is 
allowed to do what he thinks is 
best—Lord only knows that we 
might know our courses better 
than anyone else. In any event, 
stress related to water management 
is easily recognized by virtue of the 
red and purple color spectrum. 
Always remember that it is easier to 
add water than to take it away! 
This is a lesson that is usually 
learned the hard way, so be careful. 

Next is my favorite color of 
turf, orange. This color can be 
deceptive and may have different 
meanings under various condi-

Purples and reds 
are the colors 
of extreme stress, 
caused hy the lack 
of water or the 
presence of too 
much water 
Last season, we 
saw all too much 
of these colors due 
to lack of rainfall, 
high temperatures 
and extreme 
humidity (both 
high and low). 
tions. Orange can be a good and 
bad color; it can reveal problems 
or recovery. When turf is under 
stress and the conditions are cor­
rect, high humidity, high 
nighttime temperatures and wet 
conditions, orange represents the 
color of root pythium and may 
ultimately mean imminent death. 
Orange can also indicate mechan­
ical damage to the turf; scalping is 
often manifest after the fact as an 
orange color. This color, however, 
can also be a good sign; often turf 
that is moisture-stressed will turn 

(continued on page 8) 
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What Color Is Your Turf? (continued from page 7) 

orange after lots of hand-
watering. This orange is a 
transition color that indicates the 
recovery of these spots; they will 
become bright orange before they 
turn to a soft brown and ulti­
mately back to green as the cycle is 
completed. I saw this color 
frequently following the hot, dry 
July of 1999, especially on greens 
where lots of Poa is present. I 
answered many questions about 
this color, reassuring others that 
this orange was a good sign, that 
the grass was not dying but was in 
recovery from extreme dry stress 
and would soon be green again 
with enough hand-watering. 

Orange can be a good 
and bad color; it can 
reveal problems or 
recovery. When turf is 
under stress and the 
conditions are correct, 
high humidity, high 
nighttime tempera­
tures and wet 
conditions, orange rep­
resents the color of root 
pythium and may 
ultimately mean 
imminent death. This 
color, however, can also 
be a good sign; often 
turf that is moisture-
stressed will turn 
orange after lots of 
hand-watering. 

One source of inspiration for this article: impeccable and formidable 
Kemper Lakes G.C., Long Grove, home of the SBC Senior Open. 

Brown is a color that also is 
not too bad. It represents dor­
mancy, not death, and often my 
friends in the Mid-Atlantic remind 
me that you don't play on color. 
Last year, especially, we were 
reminded that brown may not be 
so bad as unirrigated turf on the 
course became brown along with 
most home lawns. Even though we 
had a difficult summer and fall, the 
entire Mid-Atlantic region from 
New Jersey to Virginia experienced 
the worst drought in 30 years. 
Many of my friends and former 
colleagues had entire golf courses 
that were brown. Water shortages 
and restrictions devastated golf 
courses in that area; most superin­
tendents resorted to hand-
watering greens and tees only 
because that was the extent of their 
water supply or the maximum that 
local authorities would permit. So 
keep in mind that someone is 
always worse off than you are, and 
know that brown is not bad, just 
another transition color. 

Finally, we have the two col­
ors we NEVER want to see. 
Those are black and white. Both 
of these colors represent death, be 
it sod that has died or algae-
covered slime that once was turf. 
If possible, avoid these colors at all 
costs. Black cart tracks in stressed 
turf, soil poking through once-
good turf areas, white tufts of 
once-vigorous turf are all signs 
that renovation is imminent and 
work needs to be done. 

In conclusion, I can say with 
some humor that the grass is not 
always greener; it may be bluer, 
redder, orange or even brown, as 
long as it is not dead. Color is 
turfgrass talking to us, telling us 
what it needs, and as we gain 
experience on our golf courses, 
color dictates our management 
decisions. So don't panic if the 
grass is not green; just look and 
listen to your turf and respond 
with love, hoses and fertility 
agents as needed, and you will be 
rewarded with the best color of 
all: §reen! ^ i i ^ 
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SINCE 1956 

Meadow Equipment 
Sales & Service, Inc. 

Well Drilling/Pump Service 
27 W. 021 St. Charles Road 

Carol Stream, IL 60188 

• Water Well Drilling / Rehabilitation 

• Pump Sales and Service 

• Large Selection of Pumps 
Line Shaft / Submersible 

• Booster Pumps 

• Servicing all Makes and Models 

• Complete Water Well Systems 

• Design and Consulting 

• Maintenance Programs 

• Special Rates on Winter Servicing 

• 24 Hour Emergency Service 

Authorized Sales and Service 
for Leading Pump Manufacturers 

i f l CAROL STREAM: (630) 231-6250 

| l TOLL FREE 
i \ (800)704-2415 

"Where Meadow Goes, 
the Water Flows" 

Introducing Landpride 
Multi Injection Systems 

The Only Unit On The Market 

To Inject Dry Or Liquids 

To The Root Of The Problem. 

And Introducing The Star Of 

The 1998 Masters - S u b A i r 

Control The Root Zone 
Through Science 

Give Your Roots Some Air 
With SubAir P r e c i s i o n 
I n j e c t i o n Of Dry Or Liquid 
Amendments With LandPride 
E x c l u s i v e l y D i s t r i b u t e d 
By: Lewis Equipment 
55 E. P a l a t i n e Rd. 

P r o s p e c t H e i g h t s I I 60070 

(847 )537 -6110 f a x : ( 8 4 7 ) 5 3 7 - 5 7 3 6 

Represented By: John Berarducc i 

C a l l The B e a r : ( 8 4 7 ) 3 6 7 - 7 7 2 8 
m o b i l e : ( 8 4 7 ) 3 4 7 - 5 1 0 5 

(continued on page < None>) 
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Scotts - ParEx - Knox - Lebanon 
Custom Fertilizer Applications 
Gypsum - Lime J 

2 Spreader Trucks! 
. 2 Locations! 

Call now to reserve your 
custom application dates 

543 Diens Dr. 
Wheeling, IL 60090 
ph: 847-537-2177 
fax:847-537-2210 

4 
ARTHUR CLESEN I N C 

8050 W. 186th St. 
Tinley Park, IL 60477 
ph: 708-444-2177 
fax:708-444-2199 

www.aclesen.com 

WATERTRONICS 
E L E C T R O N I C A L L Y C O N T R O L L E D P U M P I N G S Y S T E M S 

W a t e r t r o n i c s o f f e r s t h e i n d u s t r y ' s f i n e s t p u m p i n g s y s t e m s a n d 

e x p e r t s e r v i c e f o r ALL BRANDS o f i r r i g a t i o n p u m p i n g e q u i p m e n t . 

New pump station design, manufacturing and sales 

Complete pump station installation services 

VFD and EBV pressure regulation upgrades 

Troubleshooting, repair and replacement of motors, pumps, 
valves, controls, and control panels 

Extensive parts inventory available from our manufacturing 
facility in Hartland, Wisconsin 

Complete lightning/surge protection packages 

Remote pump station monitoring packages 

Preventive maintenance programs tailored to your needs 

Complete retrofit of existing pump station controls to replace 
old technology Cla-Valve and pressure surge tank 

your 

For sales contact Jay Stellmacher 
For service contact Jerry Schaffer 800-356-6686 

Check out our website at: www.watertronics.com 

Call Us Today 
For A Free 
On-Site Evaluation 
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