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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24,
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of
scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turt maintenance.

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facer in a manner that is beneficial ro the
general public now and in the future.
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ON COURSE WITH THE FIRST LADY

Beyond NMere Words . . .
What the Golf Course Is

Cheryl Maibusch

President’s note: I’'m taking a
breather from writing this month
10 give you a perspective on our
profession from one of the people
who most inspives me, my wife
Cheryl. You should know that she
is uniquely qualified in offering
her opinions, having worked on
grounds maintenance staffs at
four Chicago-area golf clubs,
including a very brief stint
working with me ar Hinsdale
G.C. Cheryl is a 1985 graduate
of Northwestern University,
having attended there as a Chick
Evans Caddie Scholay. She is the
proud mother of our 11-year-old
daughter Alex and our nine-
year-old son Kieron. Cheryl’s
most recent of many accomplish-
ments was winning the silver
medal (2nd place) in women’s
competition at the USA-
National Karate Federation
National Championships in
Charleston, WV, in July. Enjoy.
RJM
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g OB:  Well, hon, now
= ih: > :
7= that I’ve been elected
G president of the Associa-
tion you have to write an article
for the newsletter.

CHERYL: I have to?

BOB: Yeah, it’s tradition.
The wife of the current president
gets to write a column. Besides, I
only have material enough for 11
columns. Help me out here.

CHERYL: So tradition con-
sists of anything done in the prior
year, huh? Well, I think Peggy
Czerkies covered everything pret-
ty well last year. I don’t have
anything new and original to say.

BOB: Well, you've worked
on as many golf courses as I have.
You can write about how you
understand the stresses put on
those in my profession with
weather, expectations, things like
that. Or you could just tell stories
about working for Dave Ward,
Jim Miteer and Ray Schei!

Or I could just tell stories
about Bob himself-stories that
would be familiar to any wife of a
golf course superintendent. You
know, like how Bob will be the
only person in any group who is
not impressed with a beautiful
sunny day because it hasn’t rained
in two weeks. Or how, when we
were still dating, he didn’t appre-
ciate my efforts to learn more
about his profession when I asked
one evening while looking at a
beautiful, yet somewhat hazy,
summer full moon whether or not
it was a perfect evening for pythi-
um. Then there’s always the 3
a.m. trip to the hospital for the
birth of our first child when we

ad to stop by the golf course

had to stop by the golf

(“It’s on the way, honey”) to leave

a note for then-assistant Dan Tully

that Bob might not be in that day.
ut it’s the first day of the Invi-

(“But it’s the first day of the I

1

tational in the morning!”)

Yes, I could talk about all
that, but let’s go into an area
more unexplored, or at least more
unspoken—the area of the work-
ing environment itself~the patch
of ground all you folks are respon-
sible for maintaining in the first
place. In my column, I would like
to revisit what the golf course is,
by definition and beyond mere
words.

By definition, the golf course
is 18 holes of varying lengths cov-
ering ground of typically more
than 100 acres. Pretty cut-and-
dried. Golf courses can be found
in most inhabited areas of the
world and they have been devel-
oping and evolving as such since
pre-1700s Scotland.

Other sports have been
around for many years too, and
have expanded across the globe.
Soccer—played outdoors on a
large field. Polo—played outdoors
on a large field. Football—played
outdoors on a large field. Base-
ball—played outdoors on a large
field. You get the point. Yet none
of these sports is being played in
ever-greater numbers by the com-
mon man more than golf. So
what’s so special about golf
courses that has kept this game an
actual sport for hundreds of years?
What makes golf different from
every other outdoor sport?

You all know this one. It’s
casy. It’s the spirit of the playing
(continued on page 4)



Reborder all 18 fair-
ways in two weeks
with little disruption
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A Successful Season. . . Starts with Century Golf Course Services

An inviting, well-maintained course means challenging play..anda  help you solve irrigation or drainage problems and show you what’s
profitable season. As a golf superintendent, you can achieve this success  new in clubhouse lighting, water features and more. Call today
with Century Golf Course Services. Century’s team of professionals can  for a free catalog and on-site consultation: 800-347-4272.
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On Course With The First Lady
(continued from page 2)

field! And unlike a soccer, polo,
football or baseball field, it’s dif-
ferent wherever you go! I've heard
it said that one can feel closer to
God in the early morning hours
on a golf course than one can at 8
a.m. in Sunday service. It must be
a version of what the Quakers call
quiet time—a time to listen to
God and His Creation. ¥

Most of us have, in our trav-
els, discovered places of true
beauty that spoke to our souls.
Places where we felt close to God,
close to nature, and fortunate to
be alive to experience it at all.
These places could be in the
deserts of the Southwest or the
autumn-colored hills of the North-
east. Maybe the majestic heights of
the mountainous West are more
your style. One can’t count out the
lush greenery of the Southeast or
the expansive vistas of certain areas
of the Midwest ecither. There’s
something special about the spirit
of each of these places, something
that touches the soul.

Golf courses are microcosms
of the elements that make a place
memorable—the beauty of rolling
hills, of tall stately trees, the sound
of nature passing you by in the
form of a babbling stream. Many
courses still see varied forms of
wildlife. These sightings are
always topics of conversation
shortly thereafter. “Did you see
the deer this morning?” “How
about that fox we saw last week?”
Courses in more remote areas per-
haps are more surrounded by the
natural beauty of an area than
those found in suburban areas.
For the suburban superintendent,
it is all the more prestigious to be
in charge of interpreting what
defines a peaceful place and how
to maintain that refuge from the
outside influence of everyday life.
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Sound like you’re playing God?
Don’t be silly. But one should find
it extremely honorable and hum-
bling to think that he has a hand
in maintaining a place that even
Mother Nature’s creatures feel is
their home. No wonder humans
would feel safe here as well. No
need to have one’s guard up when
the only thing that could hurt you
is a poor golf score. (Alright, or
the occasional wayward golf ball!)

It’s totally awesome to work
in a place where you can see the
weather changing right above
your head instead of from one side
of a pane of glass. 1 remember
watching a storm roll in while rak-
ing bunkers at Ravisloe C.C., and
I just had to stop and marvel at
the clouds right over my head—
before I scanned the horizon for
the nearest rain shelter! I read
somewhere that the Amish believe
that farming is the occupation
closest to God’s heart. By exten-

Start investing your money today .

Call the Golf Retirement Plus™ TOLL FREE helpline at:

1-877-RET-PLUS (1-877-738-7587).

DO

your 0ey?
Golf Retirement Plus™
can help you ...

You may think you need a big pile of money to start investing
today. But with your new, Golf Retirement Plus™ benefit, you
can open an account with as little as $50.

.. for a more secure future.

sion, golf course maintenance
would be included as a form of
agriculture, taking care of the nat-
ural areas we have left. So the next
time you’ve put in a 12+-hour day
dealing with budgets, crabby
members and broken sprinkler
heads, take time out to look
around and realize the importance
of your position. Watch the sunset
if you’re still there, and know that
each and every day YOU are mak-
ing the world a saner, more
beautiful place for those who visit
your little patch of ground, your
“island of serenity” in the greater
(sub)urban jungle.

‘Y Great Possessions

by David Kline \{3llgd




Now you can aerate
61,000 square feet

an hour at speeds up
to 2.2mph with
exceptional hole
quality, plus adjustable
coring depth control.

630-773-5555
FAX 630-773-4273

Groundsmaster® 3000 Tractor. FAX 630-773-4273

* Articulates in 2 planes for
unmatched ground contour
following uneven terrain.

* 72" or 84" cutting widths
available.

* Rotary mowing deck for the ;5' {‘—] 630-773-5555

1170 W. Ardmore * ltasca, lilinois 60143
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HERITAGE"™ and DACONIL.
The Fungicides That Fit Your
Disease Management Program Perfectly.

ost all golf course superintendents puzzle over
Mthe right combination of disease control prod-
ucts for their turfgrass management program.
Put an end to this dilemma with HERITAGE and
DACONIL, the two broad-spectrum fungicides that
fit your program perfectly. Together, HERITAGE
and DACONIL bring just the right complement of
advantages to your tees, greens, and fairways.

HERITAGE FUNGICIDE
¢ Exhibits both preventative and curative activity
® Only strobilurin chemistry with systemic activity

® Controls most turfgrass diseases, including
Pythium, take-all patch, summer patch, anthracnose,
and snow mold

Reduced risk to environmental resources

Extended spray intervals with low use rates

® Improves turf quality with no stunting or growth
regulator effect

ZENECA Professional Products

DACONIL FUNGICIDE

* Multi-site mode of action

® Sticks and stays for maximum protection
against fungal diseases

* Controls 14 diseases, including dollar spot, leaf
spot, melting out, rust, and red thread

® Three flexible formulations— Ultrex®,
Weather Stik®, and Zn

When putting your turfgrass disease management
program together, pick up HERITAGE and
DACONIL fungicides—they're the perfect fit.

For more information, contact your authorized
Zeneca Agent, or call Zeneca Professional Products
Toll Free at 1-888-617-7690. Labels and MSDSs
available 24 hours a day, seven days a week

via Fax on Demand. Please call 1-800-640-2362.

[Www.zenecaproiprod.conj

Daconil

JHeritage
FUNGICIDE Fungicide

Always read and follow label directions carefully.

DACONIL Ultrex*, DACONIL Weather Stik®, DACONIL Zn®, and

HERITAGE® are registered trademarks of a Zeneca Group Company.

© 1999, Zeneca Inc. Zeneca Professional Products is a business

of Zeneca Ag Products, a business unit of Zeneca Inc. ZPP-HER-009


http://www.zenecaprofprod.com

FULL SERVICE
GROUND WATER

SPECIALISTS

SINCE 1956

Meadow Equipment
Sales & Service, Inc.

Well Drilling Contractors / Pump Service
27 W. 021 St. Charles Road
Carol Stream, IL 60188

e Water Well Drilling

® Pump Sales and Service

e Water Well Sealing & Capping
e Complete Waterwell Systems

® Large Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft / Submersible

® Well Rehab & Chlorinations
® Maintenance Programs

® 24 Hour Emergency Service

Authorized Sales and Service for
Leading Pump Manufacturers

WHEATON:(630) 231-6250
ST. CHARLES:(630) 584-6210

TOLL FREE:(800) 704-2415

“Where Meadow Goes,
the Water Flows"

Introducing Landpride
Multi Injection Systems

The Only Unit On The Market
To Inject Dry Or Liguids

To The Root Of The Problem.
And Introducing The Star Of
The 1998 Masters - SubAir
Control The Root Zone
Through Science

Give Your Roots Some Air
With SubAir Precision
Injection Of Dry Or Liqguid
Amendments With LandPride
Exclusively Distributed
By: Lewis EqQuipment

55 E. Palatine RAd.

Prospect Heights Il 60070

(847)537-6110 fax:(847)537-5736

Represented By: John Berarducci

Call The Bear:(847)367-7728
mobile: (847)347-5105
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN

Don Ferrere

s the golf season reaches
the last autumn of the
20th century, we are sub-

merged in projects, acrating and
leaves. Our ground crews are a lit-
tle on the worn side and thinking
of winter hiatus. So, if you are like

me, you rely on your full-time
employees to keep the crew pro-
ductive. This is not always the
casiest task, but the right supervi-
sors can achieve it.

Which leads me to my point.
Art Benson, an individual T highly
respect, told me 20 years ago,
“The key to being a successful
superintendent is to surround
yourself with GOOD people.”
Many of you have heard this
before, and I am sure many of you
practice it. This happens to be, for
me personally, my number one
rule in business. I believe I have
been very successful in this
endeavor. Through good, atten-
tive interviewing, strong
communication and a positive gut
feeling, hiring great team mem-
bers is as casy as the Bears
reaching the end zone (bad
metaphor). I have been blessed
with good assistants in the past

and Dave Gelino is no exception.
He picks up all the slack, unso-
licited, and delegates as necessary.
Steve Arch, equipment technician
at Seven Bridges G.C., works
much the same way, as do the hor-
ticulturist and my student intern.
This allows me to be away from
the course worry-free. I also
receive sound, contributing infor-
mation continually. If you get an
opportunity to take the GCSAA
seminar titled Human Resource
Management taught by Bree
Hayes, it is very worthwhile.

If you are wondering where I
am headed with this, it is simply
that as Employment Committee
chairman, I urge you to use all
your resources when hiring
employees. If possible, use the
MAGCS employment referral ser-
vice. This year 1 have talked with
many fine young graduates and

(continued on page 30)

‘Schedule Today
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“BRING US YOUR VISION, AND WE'LL BUILD THE GOLE.”

GgolfVisions

Golf Course Contractors Golf Course Managers

Are you planning to remodel or renovate several holes on your golf course?
Will you be constructing new tees, greens, bunkers or other features in the not-so-distant future?
If so, talk to GolfVisions.

GolfVisions and its principals have a proven track record
of providing exceptional construction and remodeling
services to the golf industry. With a team of experienced
personnel, financial resources and premier equipment,
GolfVisions stands ready to meet your project’s needs today.
We will give your project the attention, service and expertise
you require to translate your “golf vision” into redlity.

GolfVisions’ mindset is compatible with that of golf course
superintendents. In fact, three of our principals, president
Tim Miles, Sr., and vice-presidents Tom Jauch and Doug Long,
started out in the golf industry as superintendents. While our
experience and reputation are national--our team has done
work nationwide and we have an office in Show Low, AZ--we
are dedicated to bringing the best of golf to the Midwest.

GolfVisions Corporate
3100 Dundee Road, Suite 208
Northbrook, IL 60062
Phone: 847-412-9990
Fax: 847-412-9996

GolfVisions is a member of the Golf Course Builders Association of America and the GCSAA.

www.golfvisionsllc.com
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SUPER -N- SITE PROFILE

Ken Goodman -N- |-

Fred Bebnke

g he year was 1966. Dick
4 Butkus was rterrorizing
© NFL offenses. The Ford

Mustang had just been intro-

duced, and after graduating with

honors from the school of hard
knocks, Ken Goodman embarked
upon what is, to date, 33 consec-
utive years as a golf course
superintendent in the Chicago-
land area. Kenny began his career
at what used to be the Riverwoods

G.C. on the North Shore (four

vears), then moved to Mount

Prospect G.C. (14 years), Green

Acres C.C. (five years) and finally,

Bull Valley for the last 11 years.

(continued on page 28)

Ken out on the course.

ONE WAY TO
IMPROVE YOUR
WELL EFFICIENCY

layne-UWestern Company

The normal operation of any water pumping system Inevitably lead
to less efficient well production due to pump war and well
plugging.

At Layne-Western we have the resources and expertise to provide
you with innovative solutions to keep your water pumping system
operating at peak efficilency. Our complete repair and maintenance
services help guard against costly breakdowns and quickly solve
problems that arise.

Call the Layne professionals with over 100 years of experience in

the water supply industry.

¥
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721 West lllinols Avenue ¢ Aurora, lllinois 60506 * 630/897-6941

229 West Indlana Avenue * Beecher, lllinols 60401 ¢ 708/946-2244

Photo by Phil Ralston
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