
Give Your Greens an Electrifying Cut!
Ransomes@ E_Plex™ II

Mow up to 20 greens on one charge with the
E-Plex II riding electric greens mower. The
ultra-quiet E-Plex II is perfect for residential
areas and early morning cutting. With fewer
moving parts than its combustion-driven
competitors, the E-Plex II is easier to maintain.
This economical unit features an easy-to-
service, swing-out center reel and quick-attach
reels. And to ensure a precise cut, the E-Plex II
allows you to control the clip rate by the
ground speed. To make a big impact with little
noise, come in or call today.
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24,
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of
scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.
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ON COURSE WITH THE PRESIDENT

Bob Maibusch) eGes) MG
Hinsdale G.e.

~

orne hole! This may be
self-indulgent, but in my
last President's Message

I want to say some words of
thanks and wax a bit nostalgic on
what this year and this profession
mean to me.

In no order, thanks to the
rest of the members of the Board
of Directors and the MAGCS
staff. Collectively, we have
enjoyed a synergism that has made
us more than the sum of our indi-
vidual parts. Thanks to my wife
Cheryl, daughter Alex and son
Kieron, whose love inspires and
teaches me every day. Thanks to
my parents, who taught me that
getting involved and giving some-
thing back, whether it be to your
church, your community, your
profession or any worthy cause, is
both a privilege and an obligation
of good fortune. Thanks to all of
the many golf course superinten-
dents who have taught me over
the years but particularly those
that I was honored to work under:
Leon Hartough, Alan Fierst and
especially Dave Ward, my mentors
and, more importantly, my
friends. Thanks to the wonderful
staff I am privileged to work with
every day at Hinsdale Golf Club. I
am so very proud of their efforts.
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They always make us look good.
Thanks to the Hinsdale Golf Club
for letting me grow by suffering
through my mistakes. Thanks to
the Evans Scholars Foundation for
allowing me to fulfill my career
dream through education. Thanks
to Tim Stare, my best friend since
we began caddying together at
age 12 and one of my moral com-
passes. Thanks to Tom Watson.
One magical week in 1974 caddy-
ing for Tom as he won his first
professional tournament at the
Western Open made me realize
how much I loved being on the
golf course and inspired me to
look for a way to make golf my
profession.

During a particularly frus-
trating period in my career when I
was an assistant but hadn't had. . .
any success In garnenng a supenn-
tendent's position, I seriously
thought of walking away and try-
ing to get on the Tour as a caddie.
A couple of thoughtful words on
Tom's part dissuaded me from
that career move and shortly
thereafter I was lucky enough to
secure my current position. Was it
fate? I don't know the answer to
that question, but I do know
this-throughout the years, Tom
has continued to impress and
inspire me. Aside from his
achievements on the golf course,
which have been nothing short of
spectacular, it is the character of
the man that has meant so much
to me. If we're lucky, there are a
handful of people who enter our
lives that have a profound, lasting,
positive effect. For me, Tom Wat-
son has been one of those people.

A recent issue of Greenkeeper
International magazine contained
a line that really hit home:
"Greenkeeping is the art of apply-
ing science." How true. To me,
true art is an outgrowth of pas-
sion. Some superintendents have a
passion for horticulture, turf

cultivation or championship con-
ditioning. My passion has always
been rooted in the simple act of
being on the golf course and con-
tributing to the game of golf.
I have since learned to love what
I do, and the art of science it takes
to do it successfully.

I was drawn to this profes-
sion out of a love for the spirit and
principles that the game fosters.
It's why I also study the martial
arts. Both require internal audits,
self-motivation and conduct in the
way of the warrior. Rarely do you
hear a superintendent say that
something cannot be accom-
plished. We are a profession of
achievers. It is our heritage and
our spirit. This profession, for me,
has been a means to an end. An
opportunity to serve the game
that has done so much for me .

I liken the golf course super-
intendent profession to that of a
major league sports coach. Twenty
years of winning seasons mean very
little during the one year that you
are on the losing end. It may be
unfair and frustrating, but it is also
one of the constant challenges that
push us to even greater heights.

Some people ask why we do
it. The long hours, the uncertain
future, the frequently unwarranted
and uneducated criticism. I am
reminded of a quote by my favorite
President, Theodore Roosevelt:

"It is not the critic who
counts; not the man who points
out how the strong man stumbles,
or where the doer of deeds could
have done them better. The
credit belongs to the man in the
arena whose face is marred by dust
and sweat and blood; who strives
valiantly ... who knows the great
enthusiasms, the great devotions;
who spends himself in a worthy
cause; who at the best knows in

(continued on page 22)
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SyncroAo, Inc.

Controller Board Repairs
Call the Century National Service Center for repairs or
upgrades on Taro and Rain Bird golf controller boards.
Replacements in 24 hours. Toll free 888-855-9732

Legacy Golf System
Century offers the complete line of Legacy Golf products to
help you control water, labor and energy costs. Featuring
Legacy rotors and valves, Genesis central satellite and

Viking decoder control systems. :. LEG ACY
_ by Hmater'

SyncroFlo Eagle Pumps
Efficient and economical, SyncroFlo VFD pumping
stations are the solution to many golf course -0
irrigation problems.

An inviting, well-maintained course means challenging play ...and
a profitable season. As a golf superintendent, you can achieve this
success with Century Golf Course Services. Century's team of profes-
sionals can help you solve irrigation or drainage problems and show
you what's new in clubhouse lighting, water features and more.
Call today for a free catalog and on-site consultation: 800-347-4272.

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.
A Tradition - More Than 60 Years

Of Complete, Dependable, Economical Tree Service
For Private Estates, Municipalities, Schools, Industrial Areas,

Parks and Golf Courses
(847) 475,1877

912 Pitner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202

CENTURY RAIN AID
800-347-4272

www.rainaid.com
CENTURY GOLF PROFESSIONALS .e. ILLINOIS/INDIANA

> CAMERON BLAYNEY. ED KRUSE. MIKE PATTON 'If 630-515-8555

>RANDY LANE 'If 765-743-9599
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN

Joel, make room, I'm coming
to the pasture. ~~

It's been eight years since I
was first elected to the Board, and
even though I had to field a few
complaints, I enjoyed every
minute of it. I've said it before
and I'll say it again: the Midwest
Association of Golf Course Super-
intendents is the best chapter in
the country. Think about all the
outstanding membership services
and educational opportunities
available to us through the
MAGCS and I'm sure you'll
agree. I've enjoyed my time on
the Board, and I'll miss it. It's
been my pleasure.

This month a new Board will
be elected and among the Direc-
tors will be many new faces, a
minimum of three, possibly four.
Please be patient with the new
guys as they make some rookie
mistakes while learning the ins
and outs of their committee
assignments. Certainly the Board
will miss Jim McNair and Dan
Anderson. Each has decided to
step down as a Board member for
personal reasons. Jim has done a
fantastic job with the Editorial,
Public Relations and Long-Range
Planning committees for the past
four years. And although he was
on the Board for only one year,
Dan did a great job with the Golf
Committee. Thanks to these two
gentlemen for the time they gave
to the MAGCS.

est
your money?

Golf Retirement PIUSTM
can help you ...

€Oy, that was fun! I can't
believe that my time on
the MAGCS Board of

Directors is finished. The years of
service have truly provided me
with lasting memories. On one
hand, I'm glad it's over so I can
have more time to spend with my
family, but on the other hand, I'll
miss serving the Association.

J(evin Czerkies) CGCS
Sportsman)s C. C.

When I think back on all
the changes occurring during
my tenure on the Board, I can't
help but feel a sense of awe. We
accomplished some minor
changes and some sweeping,
controversial changes as well. I
would have to say the biggest
change involved this magazine
you are now reading. In recent
years, we have changed its name,
increased the number of pages,
added color text and, most
recently, found a new editor.

Other major challenges
included finding a new executive
secretary (twice) and the develop-
ment of the MAGCS Web site. If
you haven't been to the Web site
lately, you don't know what
you're missing. The interactive
Message Board is fantastic.

You may think you need a big pile of money to start investing
today. But with your new, Golf Retirement Plusnl benefit, you
can open an account with as little as $50.

Start investing your money today ... for a more secure future.

Call the Golf Retirement PlusTWTOLL FREE helpline at:
1.877.RET.PLUS (1.877.738.7587).__e
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The first truly mid-sized mowers
for perfect fairways. With abundant
power to superbly cut even the
toug hest, th ickest tu rf.

Bedknife Grinder- magnetic bed bar system for
the straightest, most accurate grind possible.

630-773-5555
FAX 630-773-4273

708-773-5555
FAX 708-773-4273
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SUPER -N- SITE PROFILE

Medinah's beautiful trees frame Dan Quast.

Dan obtained his formal
turf education at the University

(continued on page 8)

Dan Quast .N.~edina1L _.
Ray Schmitz, eGes Country- .• "
Flossmoor C.C. C1ub'
7heMAGCS will hold its

Midwest Turf Clinic on
November 3 at Medinah

Country Club. Dan Quast will
be our host superintendent.
Dan is responsible for all golf
course maintenance at this his-
toric 54-hole layout. Course
#3, site of the "Last Major of
the Millennium" in August,
ranks 16 among the top 100
golf courses in the country.

Course #3's 13th hole from yet another vantage point. If you watched the PGA Championship,
you'll recognize this as the pivotal hole during Sunday's final round. Tiger Woods double-bogeyed
13 after watching Sergio Garcia birdie it, which made a horse race out of what had been a Woods

romp. If the rough had been shaved close for the Championship as it appears in this picture,
Tiger's ball probably would have rolled into the water and he may have lost the tournament.
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SINCE 1956

Meadow Equipment
Sales & Service, Inc.

Well Drilling/Pump Service
27 W. 021 St. Charles Road

Carol Stream, IL 60188

• Water Well Drilling I Rehabilitation

• Pump Sales and Service

• Large Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft I Submersible

• Booster Pumps

• Servicing all Makes and Models

• Complete Water Well Systems

• Design and Consulting

• Maintenance Programs

• Special Rates on Winter Servicing

• 24 Hour Emergency Service

Authorized Sales and Service
for Leading Pump Manufacturers

CAROL STREAM: (630) 231-6250

TOLL FREE
(SOO)704-2415

"Where Meadow Goes,
the Water Flows"

Introducing Landpride
Multi Injection Systems

The Only unit On The Market
To Inject Dry Or Liquids
To The Root Of The Problem.
And Introducing The Star Of
The 1998 Masters - SubAir
Control The Root Zone
Through Science

Give Your Roots Some Air
With SubAir precision
Injection Of Dry Or Liquid
Amendments with LandPride
Exclusively Distributed
By: Lewis Equipment
55 E. Palatine Rd.
Prospect Heights Il 60070
(847)537-6110 £ax:(847)537-5736
Represented By: John Berarducci
Call The Bear: (847)367-7728

mobile: (847)347-5105
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Dan Quast -N- Medinah C.C.
(continued from page 6)

of Massachusetts and after a few
golf course jobs out East, he
emerged in the Midwest as
superintendent at Milwaukee
Country Club. In 1989, Medi-
nah C.C. hired Dan as head
superintendent. Dan's first chal-
lenge was to host the U.S. Open
in 1990. Recently, in the 36th
year of his career, he hosted the
1999 PGA Championship.

Dan and his lovely wife,
Beverly, live in Bartlett, IL,
where Dan is active on the board
of his local church. His hobbies
include working on the course
and an occasional round of golf.
He is a diehard Packers fan
(bless his soul) and holds season
tickets to two games each year at
Lambeau Field in Green Bay.

Dan is a good teacher with
respect to training assistants.
Many of his former assistants

Dan is a good
teacher with respect

to training assistants.
Many of his former
assistants have their
own coursesand are

doing an outstanding
job maintaining their

turf and training
new assistants.

have their own courses and are
doing an outstanding job main-
taining their turf and training

new assistants. Two Chicago-
area "graduates" of the Dan
Quast school are Brian Bossert
and Dan Marco.

Managing a high-profile
course demands stress relief.
Dan's method of choice cur-
rently is to tour the course with
his golden retriever, Ginger.

In addition to extending
Medinah's hospitality to the
MAGCS, Dan is one of the
featured speakers on a fine pro-
gram. If you want to hear the
inside story of the 1999 PGA
Championship, please attend the
Midwest Turf Clinic on N ovem-
ber 3. Dan promises to give us
his views on the Tournament.
Don't miss what is sure to
be a fascinating talk and a mem-
0rable day. See you at
Medinah! ~~~

w~~vrn~is quickly aP1?roaching!
V V ~ v V v V When wmtenzmg your

irrigation system, be
sure to use a reliable convenient, rental house
that provides quality air compressor equip-
ment and service.

Patten Rental Service
T H f
Rental
~ T ~ ~ L

Q185cfm Q375cfm Q750cfm QI000cfm Q1600cfm

• available up to 150 PSI •
• delivery and pick-up available •
• competitive rental rates •

• complete accessories available •

For additional information and availability,
contact Kevin Kraabel

Or your Rental Service Representative

Elmhust
630.279.4400 ext. 485
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Grayslake
847.548.1177

Rockford
815.965.8631

Hammond, IN
219.932.6600



Size Does Matter
The only thing you should see on your greens, tees and

closely mowed turf is, well, green - not fertilizer and

especially not snow mold. U sing homogeneous

Composite TechnologyTM ProScape 14-2-14 with PCNB

delivers a complete fertilizer/fungicide combination in

an inconspicuous SGN 100 granule. ProScape 14-2-14

provides a perfect mix of IBDU and Meth-Ex 40 for

dual action nitrogen release that can be applied on cold,

windy days when sprays or dusty, light-weight products

aren't practical. For the best PCNB combination product

on the market, contact your Lebanon Turf Products

Distributor. Or call 1-800-233-0628.

lel1non
TURF PRODUCTS

Hollembeak Construction, Inc.
Golf Course Construction and Remodeling

"We believe in a quality job and take pride in our finished product."

• New Construction • Pond Construction
• Feature Shaping • Boulder Features
• Bunker Sand Replacement • Cart Paths
• Pond Dre4ging • Drainage

,'. d
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FEATURE ARTICLE

A Different Approach to
Managing Annual Grass Weeds
Tom Fermanian) Bruce Branham
and Hongfei Jiang
University of Illinois

Editor)s Note: Some food for
thought over the upcoming winter!

9enerally, at this point in the
year you may have time to
strategize for next year

regarding plans for managing
warm -season annual grasses such
as crabgrass, goosegrass or yellow
foxtail. A number of excellent pre-
emergence herbicides are available
to the turf manager to prevent the
development of these persistent
weeds. Usually one application of
any of the herbicides prior to
weed emergence, at the labeled
rate, is adequate for six to eight
weeks of control. Better yet, with
a follow-up application at a
reduced rate, season -long control
can often be obtained.

For many high-quality turfs,
it is not necessary to initially apply
a preemergence annual grass her-
bicide each spring. Once the turf
density is sufficiently thick, most
annual grasses will not compete
well except in areas of injury or
thinning. The dilemma presented
to the turf manager is, how often
should you apply a preemergence
annual grass herbicide? Is every
other year appropriate or should
you apply each year just to be safe?

Reducing the number of pre-
emergence grass weed applications
to a turf would not only save your
budget, but also would help to
reduce the total load of herbicide
introduced into the turf environ-
ment. While these are both
desirable goals, your main objec-
tive is high -quality turf that
provides the best playing surface.
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Waiting for them to appear
There is another approach to

managing annual grass weeds in
turf. In an IPM philosophy, it
would be better to manage the
weeds only when they appear.
Postemergence annual grass her-
bicides are readily available for
most turf species. While fewer
herbicides are available for post-
emergence application than for

Since thegermination
of annual grasses

such as crabgrass is
continuous throughout

the season, there
generally isn)t a

"besttime)) to spray.
In almost any turf,

you can find examples
of newly germinated
crabgrass along with
relatively mature
crabgrass plants.

pre emergence control, several
excellent herbicides for cool
season turfs exist. The organic
arsenicals (MSMA, DSMA, etc.),
Acclaim and Dimension all work
well when applied at the appropri-
ate rate and time.

There have been several con-
cerns with the use of these
materials on fine turf. First, the
most effective application window
is generally fairly short, oftentimes

only a few days after the weeds
first emerge. Since the germina-
tion of annual grasses such as
crabgrass is continuous through-
out the season, there generally
isn't a "best time" to spray. In
almost any turf, you can find
examples of newly germinated
crabgrass along with relatively
mature crabgrass plants.

In irrigated turf, crabgrass
germination can occur after each
irrigation cycle. This presents a
considerable problem using a
postemergence herbicide control
strategy. Repeated use of any of the
postemergence grass herbicides
can create short-term injury or
quality reduction to the turf. If you
wait to apply the herbicide, some
of the crabgrass or other annual
grasses can grow to a point where
they resist control. Using higher
rates increases the possibility of
turf injury. It is the possibility of
turf injury that often limits the use
of postemergence herbicides. As
the summer heats up, the possi-
bility of injury can increase.

One postemergence annual
grass control strategy has been
evaluated for a number of years.
In this strategy, the initial applica-
tion of any chosen grass herbicide
is only made after the first germi-
nation of any targeted weeds is
detected. In this initial applica-
tion, a postemergence grass
herbicide is only applied to turf to
control any visible annual grass
weeds. A pre emergence herbicide
is also applied to the same turf,
either in a mixture or in a second
follow-up application to provide
extended control of annual grasses
in the same area. The idea is that
if some annual grasses are germi-

(continued on page 12)


