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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24,
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of
scientific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Bad Greens Deserve
a Failing Grade

Paul Vermeulen
Director Mid-Continent Region
USGA Green Section

E....ducating golfers on topics
relating to successful
course management is one

of the greatest challenges faced by
superintendents. At no time is this
fact truer than when the turf on a
bad green has a history of deterio-
rating during the summer season.
In this instance, superintendents
have the difficult task of explain-
ing how multiple factors can
interact, causing a green to deteri-
orate. This task is also made more
difficult by the fact that golfers, as
students, have little patience for
learning the finer points of agron-
0my and just want to know who,
rather than what, is responsible for
the interruption in their game.

When attempting to educate a
large audience that has little
patience, it is always best to keep the
lesson plan as simple as possible.

One plan that has worked well for
superintendents in the Mid-
Continent Region is to assign a
letter grade of A through F to each
of six factors that commonly influ-
ence turf performance during the
summer months. In so doing,
golfers can glance at a report
card and instantly appreciate the
gravity of the situation. Further-
more, they can also see for
themselves what steps need to be
taken to restore the turf and
improve its reliability in the future.

The first factor that can
influence turf performance during
the summer months is subsurface
drainage, i.e., water infiltration
rate. Good subsurface drainage
is critical to the performance of
closely mown turf because it
prevents the root zone from
remaining flooded following heavy
rainfall. During periods of high-
temperature stress, flooding of the
root zone can suffocate the root
system and lead to severe injury.

Clay soils have the poorest
subsurface drainage because they
have very small pore spaces between
soil particles and are prone to severe
compaction. When compacted, a
clay soil can have a water infiltration
rate of less than 0.2 inches/hour,
which is a disastrous situation in
anyone's book. Sandy soils have the
best subsurface drainage because
they have large pore spaces between
soil particles and are somewhat
resistant to compaction. Sandy soils
that meet USGA specifications for
putting green construction have a
water infiltration rate between 6 and
24 inches per hour.

An example of a grading
scale that can be used to illustrate
subsurface drainage as influenced
by soil type is as follows:

A - Sand-modified soil
overlaying a bed of gravel
with drainpipe (USGA
or California construction).

Poor air circulation, poor surface and subsurface drainage, and
poor ventilation cause bad greens to fail during the stressful summer months.
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B - Sandy loam soil
with drainpipe.

C - Sandy loam to loam soil
without drainpipe.

D - Amended clay loam
to clay soil with or
without drainpipe.

F - Clay soil that remains
saturated for extended
periods following heavy
rainfall with or without
drainpipe.

The second factor that can
influence turf performance during
the summer months is the dominant
turf species growing on the putting
surface. The dominant species of
turf influences summertime putting
green performance because some
species have greater heat tolerance
than others. Species with good heat
tolerance are able to maintain lower
canopy temperatures through the
process of evapotranspiration,
whereas those with poor heat toler-
ance easily overheat and slowly

deteriorate from fungal infection
and physical wear. The slow decline
of older creeping bentgrass varieties
with poor heat tolerance during the
summer months is commonly
referred to as summer bentgrass
decline (SBD).

A list of newer creeping
bentgrass varieties that have good
summertime performance in the
Mid -Continent Region includes,
but is not limited to, A-4, Cato,

(continued on page 28)

Mowing in the dew helps employees cut straight lines on the putting surface,
but a lack of morning sunlight weakens turf and causes severe thinning during the peak golfing season.
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ON COURSE WITH THE PRESIDENT

Bob Maibusch) eGes) MG
Hinsdale G. e.

7hank God it's July! Ifwe
haven't heard every imag-
inable complaint by now,

we will this month. The greens
are too hard or too soft, too fast
or too slo\v. The fairways are too
short, or too long. You've prob-
ably received all of these
criticisms in the same day. How
about the ever popular, "Why
can't we have conditions like
XYZ Country Club?" Ironically,
this question usually comes on
the heels of having a member of
XYZ Country Club who was
playing your golf course yester-
day lament that he wishes his
club could be similar in condi-
tion to yours.

With the promise of
increased heat and humidity, dis-
ease pressure, drought, normal
wear and tear, and trying to fin-
ish up those "special" projects
that seemed to pop up during
the last few months, July
promises to be a very difficult
month. At least in August we
can look forward to Labor Day.

I have often thought that
the most successful golf course
superintendents I have met,
haven't necessarily been the ones
most skilled at growing grass.
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They are all very good turf man-
agers, but more importantly,
they are good people managers,
who are even-tempered enough
to absorb criticism without lash-
ing out at the critic.

Dealing with adversity is an
essential part of being a good
golf course manager. We are
faced with challenges outside of
our control on a regular basis. If
you do not have the ability to go
with the flow and adjust accord-
ingly, you will not last long in
this profession. Your staff will
lose respect for you, and your
employer will become disen-
chanted as well. That's why
attending monthly meetings is
so enjoyable. It gives us all the
opportunity to share our com-
mon frustrations.

Most people, if a situation
is communicated effectively, will
understand your plight and may
even be sympathetic to it. Deal-
ing with such people is easy. The
difficult people, although they
ask for an explanation, really
aren't as interested in the rea-
sons for less than ideal
conditions. They're more inter-
ested in venting their
frustrations and attempting to
get a rise out of you. Hopefully,
most of us do not have this cal-
iber of person in a position of
authority over us.

I am convinced that a cer-
tain minority of people are not
satisfied unless they have some-
thing to complain about, and
can make someone else as miser-
able as they are. In fact, I once
had a club president who com-
mented to me that there is 5% of
the membership, \vho, if he
announced that monthly dues
had been cut by $25, would
complain that it should have
been a $30 or $50 reduction.
Experience teaches you who

those people are and you learn
not to debate them. In fact, I
have found that many times the
best way to defuse the situation
is to just let them spew and sput-
ter, no matter how wrong they
may be, without attempting to
correct them or rationalize
current conditions or some deci-
sion that you made that they
have taken umbrage with. I may
follow up with letters to them at
a later date detailing the reasons
why we could not accommodate
their requests or correct their
criticisms, but I try not to waste
too much time engaged in
arguments that I cannot win.

I am often reminded of a
quote, which I heard many years
ago at a commencement
address. The speaker said that in
life, sometimes you have to let
some people be right to make up
for them not being anything
else. How true.

Most of us who look objec-
tively at the people we deal with
day in and day out would agree
that the vast majority of them
are pleasant and agreeable. By
and large, they are appreciative
of the work that we do. Try to
remember that during the next
few weeks as you deal with a
variety of summer stresses.

~



Five Floating 22" Decks,
One Superior Cut.

Test Drive The Ransomes AR 250 Rotary Mower
- Now Available With Side Discharge Decks

See how five independent 22" cutting decks float over uneven terrain without scalping. Compare
the precision cut and extra mulching efficiency of exclusive twin-blade "Envirodeck" technology.
Experience how easy operation and fast, no-tools cutting height adjustment let you cover more
ground, more efficiently. Heavy-duty construction plus power to spare from a big 38-hp Kubota
diesel engine make the AR 250 your answer for any mowing challenge. A test drive will prove it.
For a cut above the rest, come in or call today.

RANSOMES

TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS

illinois lawn
equiplllent inc.

800-969- TURF
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HERITAGE@ and DACONIC.
The Fungicides That Fit Your
Disease .Management Program Per:fectly.

Mostall golf course superintendents puzzle over
the right combination of disease control prod-
ucts for their turfgrass management program.

Put an end to this dilemma with HERITAGE and
DACONIL, the two broad-spectrum fungicides that
fit your program perfectly. Together, HERITAGE
and DACONIL bring just the right complement of
advantages to your tees, greens, and fairways.

HERITAGE FUNGICIDE

• Exhibits both preventative and curative activity

• Only strobilurin chemistry with systemic activity

• Controls most turfgrass diseases,including
Pythium, take-all patch, summer patch, anthracnose,
and snow mold

• Reduced risk to environmental resources

• Extended spray intervals with low use rates

• Improves turf quality with no stunting or growth
regulator effect

DACONIL FUNGICIDE

• Multi-site mode of action

• Sticks and stays for maximum protection
against fungal diseases

• Controls 14 diseases,including dollar spot, leaf
spot, melting out, rust, and red thread

• Three flexible formulations- Ultrex<l'.l,
Weather Stik<l'.l,and Zn

When putting your turfgrass disease management
program together, pick up HERITAGE and
DACONIL fungicides-they're the perfect fit.

For more information, contact your authorized
Zeneca Agent, or call Zeneca Professional Products
Toll Free at 1-888-617-7690. Labels and MSDSs
available 24 hours a day,seven days a week
via Fax on Demand. Please call 1-800-640-2362 .

www.zenecaprofprod.com

Always read and follow label directions carefully.
DACONIL Ultrex., DACONIL Weather Sti\(&, DACONIL Zn., and
HERITAGE" are registered trademarks of a Zeneca Group Company.
@ 1999. Zeneca Inc. Zeneca Professional Products is a business
of Zeneca AgProducts, a business unit of Zeneca Inc. ZPP-HER-009ZENECA Professional Products

Daconil@
Fungicide

http://www.zenecaprofprod.com


Call The Bear: (847)367-7728
mobile: (847)347-5105

Represented By: John Berarducci

Introducing Landpride
Multi Injection Systems

Give Your Roots Some Air
With SubAir precision
Injection Of Dry Or Liquid
Amendments With LandPride
Exclusively Distributed
By: Lewis Equipment
55 E. Palatine Rd.
Prospect Heights II 60070
(847)537-6110 fax: (847)537-5736

The Only Unit On The Market
To Inject Dry Or Liquids
To The Root Of The Problem.
And Introducing The Star Of
The 1998 Masters - SubAir
Control The Root Zone
Through Science

"Where Meadow Goes,
the Water Flows"

Authorized Sales and Service for
Leading Pump Manufacturers

WHEATON: (630) 231-6250
ST. CHARLES: (630) 584-6210
TOLL FREE: (800) 704-2415

national

~~

~asSOCI Ian

FULL SERVICE
GROUNDWATER

SPECIALISTS

SINCE /956

Meadow Equipment
Sales & Service, Inc.
Well Drilling Contractors / Pump Service

27 W. 021 St. Charles Road
Carol Stream, Il60188

• Water Well Drilling

• Pump Sales and Service

• Water Well Sealing & Capping

• Complete Waterwell Systems

• Large Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft / Submersible

• Well Rehab & Chlorinations

• Maintenance Programs

• 24 Hour Emergency Service
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN

Fred Behnke

()
ver the years, the MAGCS

has taken a leadership role
in the environmental arena.

Our members have distinguished
themselves on a national level in
numerous ways. We have produced
four different Environmental
Steward Award winners (Tim Kelly
at Village Links won an unprece-
dented three times) and at least
eight of our members have won
regional honors. Peter Leuzinger
has established himself as a nation-
ally recognized authority on
wildlife habitat enhancement and
serves as the Audubon Cooperative
Sanctuary Program's regional liai-
son. Dan Dinelli is doing
groundbreaking research on com-
posting methodology and the use
of biologicals in "holistic plant
management." Peter Voykin was
among the vanguard of the wild-
flower naturalization movement.
The list goes on and on, and I
apologize to the many not men-
tioned, but the point illustrated
here is clear. MAGCS members
have grabbed the environmental
torch and are lighting the way for
the entire golf world.

Golf course superintendents
tend to be "rugged individualists"
who spend their careers doing
things their way. One of the beau-
tiful aspects of the profession is the
fact that each golf course is as
unique as the person entrusted
with its care and feeding. There is
no prototypical golf course super-
intendent; each of us produces a
similar product in a distinctly per-
sonalized way. How is it, then, that
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among such a diverse profile, so
many of us have stepped forward
to defend our profession from
those who would pigeonhole us
with strip miners, whalers and
other environmental raptors? The
answer is clear: each of us loves the
land in our own special way.

Several programs have been
established to promote the notion
that golf courses are friends of the
environment. The Audubon
Cooperative Sanctuary System,
Adopt-A-School and Backyard
Sanctuary programs are excellent
ways for you to stand out as well
as learn some "new tricks." Look
for a series of articles on these pro-
grams in this and subsequent
issues of On Course. The Environ-
mental Steward Award is another
way for you to get recognition for
your hard work and a great way to
share your environmental aware-
ness with others. I would
encourage any Inember to take
any of these programs "out for a
spin." I guarantee you'll learn
something and have fun doing it.

Regionally, the MAGCS is
planning to join a consortium of
organizations dedicated to form-
ing a "Chicago Wilderness." A
group devoted to the preservation
of biodiversity in the greater
Chicagoland area, the consortium
comprises organizations including
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Chicago Botanical Gardens,
Brookfield Zoo, The Field Muse-
um, USDA Forest Service, and
the Cook and DuPage County
Forest Preserve Districts, to name
a few. Even the Sierra Club and
Nature Conservancy have joined
forces with Chicago Wilderness.
Interestingly, when I first contact-
ed the Chicago Wilderness office
to inquire about the MAGCS
joining the team and they learned
that we represented the golf
course industry, their initial reac-
tion was quite cool: "Oh, I'm not

sure you're not part of the prob-
lem." Sadly, more than a decade
of work by the GCSAA and our
environmental partners has not
totally dispelled the illusion that
golf courses are toxic to the envi-
ronment. Obviously, a great deal
of work remains to be done on
that front. The wonderful data
you supplied through the 1997
MAGCS Environmental Survey
(completed when Don Ferreri
chaired the Environmental Con1-
mittee) enabled Ine to show that
the more than 18,000 acres of
naturalized land on the golf
courses represented by the
MAGCS could contribute greatly
to their objectives. They agreed
that perhaps their impression of
golf was not based on fact but on
what they had heard.

People, I will repeat: there is
still a lot of work to be done to
sway public opinion away from
the idea that golf courses are eco-
logical "killing fields." We need to
participate in this type of forum to
correct misconceptions and
engage in meaningful dialogue
with those whose perceptions are
colored by uninformed opinions
and who listen to people with
microphones spewing sensational-
istic balderdash.

The 1999 MAGCS Environ-
mental Committee includes Don
Ferreri, Tod Hopphan, Chuck
Anfield, Greg Martin, Dr. Tom
Voigt, Tony Kalina, Luke Cella,
Tom Fahey, Tim Kelly and Brian
Greene. We stand ready to assist
individual members with environ-
mental initiatives they n1ay care to
embrace. At the MAGCS, we are
blessed with a multitude of mem-
bers who have been there and
done that. Give me a call and I can
hook you up with someone who
can provide solid, hands-on expe-
rience with any number of
environmental issues. ~1uJ



Multi Pro 1100

708-773-5555
FAX 708-773-4273

Precision liquid
application systems
that set the pace in
sprayer technology.

The first truly mid-sized mowers
for perfect fairways. With abundant
power to superbly cut even the
toughest, thickest turf.

Reelmaster@ 6500-D/6700-D

708-773-5555
FAX 708-773-4273
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SUPER -N- SITE PROFILE

steve Van Acker -N-

Larry Tomaszewski /~
@Ii:

{lUlY'SMAGCS meeting will
be hosted at a seasoned old
country club, Crystal Lake,

by a seasoned, experienced profes-
sional, Steve Van Acker. This is a
meeting members won't want to
miss!

Growing up on 140 acres of
farmland in Huntley, IL, Steve
knew his career and future would
involve the land. Steve's love of
the outdoors and golf, and his
agricultural background, really
steered his future in one direction.
And 43 years later, with more than
25 years in the golf management
business, Steve has truly answered
his "calling." He has spent the last
nine years as superintendent of
Crystal Lake C.C.

A destination course, Crystal
Lake C.C. was built in 1922 in a
small town called Crystal Lake, the
last stop on the train line. The orig-
inal course was 36 holes and
changes/improvements continue to
occur, thanks to Steve and his staff.

In contrast to the newer,
open courses, Crystal Lake lets its
age show on a tight IS-hole
layout on 135 acres with lots and
lots and LOTS of big old trees.
Making the course even more
challenging are four lakes, more
than 70 bunkers and Steve's
signature hole, # IS.

Yes, Crystal Lake has a venera-
ble history, but as the old saying
goes, "What have you done for me
lately?" Steve has been busy with:

(continued on page 32)
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Crystal Lake C.C.

Jason, Mary Kay and Steve Van Acker

FINES FREE TM

TOPDRESSING
A OMSION OF FAlAJIS llROS. CONSTRICI1OlI. M:.

Over 100 Chicago-Area golf courses have
now chosen FINES FREE- TOPDRESSING!

Why go Fines Free?
It's the only topdressing sand available
that is engineered specifically for use on

golf course greens.

For more details or pricing information,
call Jim, Brett or Curt:
715-258-8566

*Supporting member of MAGCS*


