
We were definitely a limited-
budget facility and we tried to do
a lot without sacrificing the qual-
ity of the course. Our budget for
18 holes was a minimal $115,000:
tiny by comparison to what I'm
used to in Chicago, but adequate
for our 120-acre, IS-hole facility
in northwest Wisconsin. Fungi-
cides were rarely needed,
insecticides almost nonexistent,
herbicides applied in the spring
and fertilizing done on an as-
needed basis. These factors
together combined to bring us a
quality facility on a limited bud-
get-a very limited budget.

In order to have funds to
improve the course, we all agreed
to take on more responsibilities
and thereby save on our payroll,
so our days were filled, spare time
unheard of. Once the golf season
started, my first order of business
at sunrise everyday was moving
and staging the golf carts for the
day's use, then off to check greens
and change cups ... then on to
whatever construction project or

mechanical need was pressing at
the time. By the end of the day, I
was needed to park carts and then
water at night with our manual

The end of March
brought in a

freak winter snow-
storm that dropped
a foot-and-a-half

of snow and pushed
opening day back

three weeks on
the front nine

and four weeks
on the back nine.

irrigation system, which meant
my day concluded around 10
p.m. We usually reserved week-
ends for family time, or what we

called family time. I ran the pro
shop and my wife bartended and
that was our quality family time,
while my parents stayed home
and babysat our one-year-old
daughter. As summer seemed to
drag on, I looked forward to fall
when my hectic schedule would
slow down. During the fall and
winter months, I was actually able
to get some decent sleep and
recuperate my worn out, frazzled
brain and muscles.

An owner must take respon-
sibility for a multitude of hidden
concerns that a superintendent
need not. The biggest concern, in
my opinion, was covering
the expenses for the whole
establishment, including the
restaurant, bar, pro shop, golf
course and of course, the mighty
taxes. The minor concerns seemed
just as important, such
as a full tee sheet and golfers
late for their tee times, a
bartender not showing up for
his/her shift, the food delivery

(continued on page 12)

When the author and his family purchased Spring Valley, the place was in decline. Vision, knowledge and old-
fashioned hard work paid off. "We turned it into a profitable business, " notes Mark. Indeed, in 1998 Golf Digest

nominated Spring Valley as best and most beautiful in western Wisconsin. Here is hole #10, a 302-yard par 4.
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Golf Course Ownership ...
(continued from page 11)

arriving late for the party booked
for that evening, or the ice
machine breaking down on a 90°
day when the tee sheet is full
of golfers. No matter how big
or small the concern may be,
the owner needs to recognize and
fix it.

The life of an owner/super-
intendent is a hard one, working
seven days a week for months on
end and dealing with every aspect
of the golf facility, not just the
grounds. The long, 14-hour-plus

In order to
have funds to

improve the course,
we all agreed.

to take on more
responsibilities and

thereby save on
our payroll,
so our days

were filled, spare
time unheard of.

days for seven or eight months a
year took a toll on both our fami-
lies. After two-and-a-half years of
running our facility, we decided to
sell and return to a "normal life. "
I do believe those years helped me
realize that just because you own a
facility, does not mean your life is
luxurious and fun. I am definitely
a happier person being back in the
Chicago area as an assistant super-
intendent at Ruffled Feathers Golf
Club in Lemont. ~kJ
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Hole #6, par 5, 565 yards.

Hole #9, par 4, 370 yards.

Hole #8, par 4, 375 yards.



Callfor your
state compliance sizing for your equipment

"Rinse, Reclaim, Recycle"
An innovative pollution solution

Approved by the ~
State of Illinois Dept. of Agriculture

Continuous welded, solid steel construction will not
crack like concrete. Each unit is coated with a
chemical and UV-resistant paint.
With 16 standard sizes available ranging from
8' wide x 8' long to 12' wide x 20' long. We can

_~ meet your needs.
Environmentally correct process to
reclaim tainted rinse water. Can be locat-
ed anywhere

Our un~s are delivered ready for use after
simple connection of util~ies.

Computerized pump system keeps
fluids within 1/4 inch depth, stain-
less steel removable screens filter
large debris.

EAGLE CONTAINER
CORPORATION

4214 Rome West Rd.
Chillicothe, IL 61523
Tel. (309) 274-5273
Fax (309) 274-4765

reenCyc'e'M
Landscape Products

Bulk deliveries in the Greater Chicago area

COMPOST
Compost provides essential

micronutrients to make turf and
ornaments grow faster and healthier.
Composts ability to retain moisture
reduces drought shock. Its microbial
content improves soil texture for better
air and water circulation and reduced
compaction. After fertilizer applications,
compost retains added nutrients and
makes them plant-available as needed
- allowing reduced application rates.

• Divot repair mixes
• Top dressing high traffic areas -

fairways, rough, practice areas
• Preparing beds for ornamental plants
• Preparing soil for new seed or sod
• Backfilling when transplanting

Call
GreenCycle Incorporated

400 Central Avenue, Suite 200
Northfield, Illinois 60093

847-441-6606
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ASK THE 66EXPERT"

Do It With Someone ..
Or By Yourself?

Dan Murray, CGCS
Settler)s Hill G. C.

~

t every golf course, a time
arrives when a large pro-
ject or renovation needs

to be done. The inevitable ques-
tion comes up: can we do this
ourselves, or should we hire a con-
tractor? Many variables must be
taken into account-each golf
course is unique. Depending on
the size of the project or the time
of the year, the answer can change
from job to job. In some cases,
you may want to look at using a
qualified golf course contractor.

Contractors have experience
in completing many different pro-
jects. They do this work on a
day-to-day basis, so their crews are
already trained: They have seen a
variety of approaches to doing
projects, and can bring in interest-
ing viewpoints. Contractors are
aware of the most up-to-date
techniques, which you may not be
knowledgeable about. Hiring a
contractor may give you many
options on the best and most
inexpensive way to complete a
project. Also, since contractors do
this work on a daily basis, they are
aware of specialty suppliers or
newer materials. These new mate-
rials may work better than existing
products. What's more, a product
that you never heard of might be
out there.

Another benefit: Contractors
have the ability to buy in large
quantities at lower costs. Contrac-
tors will also have access to
specialized equipment that will
help expedite the project. You
may be able to rent or borrow cer-
tain equipment, but only
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contractors will have some items.
Most golf courses are equipped to
grow and maintain grass, whereas
qualified golf course contractors
are equipped to do construction.
Many equipment options will help
the job progress more quickly-
and with less mess.

At every golf course,
a time arrives

when a large project
or renovation needs

to be done.
The inevitable

question comes up:
can we do this

ourselves, or should we
hire a contractor?

No doubt, by choosing the
right contractor, you should be
able to get the work done in a min-
imal amount of time. Contractors
will have all the necessary resources
to complete the work with a mini-
mal amount of fuss. Since their
profitability is in relation to the
amount of work they can com-
plete, they will want to do as many
jobs as possible and not dilly-dally
around. In hiring a contractor, you
should also be able to get a firm
price for completing the project-
no hidden costs or surprises.
Sometimes, this price concerns
boards or owners. However,
depending on the size of the job,

some contractors may be able to
offer some type of payment plan.

One drawback to using a
contractor may be trying to get
the contractor's schedule to
match yours. Weather delays,
combined with the reality that a
contractor is performing many
projects, sometimes can cause
problems. Also, some contractors
may not know or practice proper
etiquette around golfers or on the
golf course. They will not know
the golf course as intimately as
you and your crew. Your contrac-
tor will need guidance from you
to complete some portions of the
work. Finally, the cost for a con-
tractor to complete the work may
be higher than if you do all or a
portion of the work in-house. You
should explore all the costs before
you make the final decision.

Another option, of course, is
to do the project or renovation in-
house. For some individuals, this
can be a very rewarding experi-
ence. Using your existing crew for
the job gives them a nice change
of pace. Many employees look for-
ward to the fall because it
promises construction projects.
After a summer spent doing the
same thing day after day, employ-
ees welcome the chance to try
different things. Your crew will
have the opportunity to learn new
skills and how to operate different
pieces of equipment. You may find
that you have some talented indi-
viduals working for you right
now! Moreover, by doing the
work yourself, you gain a great
sense of pride and accomplish-
ment. You can have no greater
feeling than looking at a finished

(continued on page 24)



Available as H & E Hydro-cut™ Washed Sod
or traditionally cut sod with soil.

"Single Source Convenience"

fertilizers so good,
we put our name

on them.

Contact your LocaLUHS representative
for more information.

(800) 411-5115
www.uhsonline.com

UHS Signature Brand Fertilizers are a product of
United Horticultural Supply

Performance and quaLity is one thing,
genuine vaLue for our customers is another.

Genuine vaLue comes onLy when you're abLe
to gather the best components on the market,
combine them in a way for the best possibLe
performance, then deLiver that combination

in the best possibLe manner.

That's United HorticuLturaL SuppLy and
UHS Signature Brand FertiLizers:M We've done
aLLthe work so you get the resuLts you're after.

You have our name on it.

• PENNEAGLETM
BENT SOD

• XL-! 00 BLEND
SODTM

(708) 349-8430

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.

Orland Park, IL 60462

• PENNCROSSTM
BENT SOD

• PENNLINKSTM
BENT SOD

1ILrlQR,
GENERAL OFFICES:

3900 West 167th Street
Markham, IL 60426

Fax: 708~596~2481
Phone: 708~596~7200

Washed Sod
That Fits Your

Course To A Tee!

The New Holland Super Boom™ skid-steer
loader will help you be more productive no matter
what the application. The long wheelbase makes
it more stable so you get better lift capacity than
ordinary loaders. And it can go uphill with an
empty bucket and come down with a full one.

NEW HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMP!

~HOUAN)
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The Winning Team:
Audubon International and Golf

23839 W. Andrew Rd. • Plainfield, IL 60544. Call Toll Free: (800) 248-8873 or (815) 436-4440
Fax: (815) 436-4460 • email: specmeters@aol.com

~;!pectrum -
J'edmoIDgles, ,....

not for profit, but with a charitable
heart. I want to thank all those
who have been there for me over
the years and I can never say thank
you enough for the support.

Boy, what a lead in! Now
that I have everyone tearing up,
I get to my point.

As you are probably aware,
over the years I have been a strong
supporter of the Audubon Coop-
erative Sanctuary Program
sponsored by Audubon Interna-
tional (AI). I have pushed, no,
shoved, everyone in our Associa-
tion to at least seek membership in
the ACSP. As mentioned previ-
0usly, this is a group that wants to
assist us in our industry. No hid-
den agendas, just guidance. In a
world where golf courses are not
viewed with the most favorable
eye, Audubon International is an
organization that wants to help,
an ally. This is a program you
should involve yourself with, or at

(continued on page 18)

The Affordable, Compact
Mini-Weather Station

Monitor your course with a WatchDogT
" Weather Recorder

and predict diseases such as Pythium, Dollar Spot and
Brown Patch with SpecWare software.

An exclusive LCD display presents real-time weather
conditions. The WatchDog has its own internal, long-life
battery so you won't have the extra expense and bulk of a
solar power package. Place a compact WatchDog Weather
System in your most problematic areas. You can change
external sensors as your needs change. Available external
sensors include:

• Rainfall
• Leaf Wetness
• Quantum Light
• External (soil) Temperature
• Soil Moisture

Our powerful SpecWare software is your own personal assisumt! It features
reports such as degree-days, tempjRH or leaf wetness hours, monthly
summaries and optional plant disease models. View your data as a graph or
as a table. You now have documentation to support your IPM decisions!

M
(shown at 80%)

WatchDog "Mini-Weather Station"

Plant Disease
Station
• Rainfall
• Air Temperature
• Relative Humidity
• Leaf Wetness

Call or Write for our FREE 24-page Catalog t~

As you are
probably aware,

over the years
I have been

a strong supporter
of the Audubon

Cooperative Sanctuary
Program sponsored by

Audubon Inter-
national (AI).

I have pushed, no,
shoved, everyone in
our Association to

at least seek
membership in
the program.

The one thing I have learned
this year, is that you have to know
who your friends are and lean on
them in times of trouble. In our
industry, we have a great pool of
friends to rely upon. I have worked
in this industry, in various capaci-
ties, for more than 23 years and
thought I had it all figured out. As
always, was I wrong! I have had
the opportunity to learn from
some of the masters of the turf
(Carl and Hans Hopphan, Walt
and Wally Fuchs, Greg Johnson
and Bill Leith, to name a few), and
feel very lucky for the experience.
Went through a lot of good years
and bad. However, through all
these experiences, I have had a
host of people willing to help me.
I hope everyone who reads this
article feels very fortunate for what
we have in our Association. It is
comforting to dial up the phone
and have a multitude of people
willing to assist you with a prob-
lem. These people want to do it,

Tod Hopphan
Elgin C.C.

This is another in a series of
articles written by members
of the MAGCS Environmental
Committee.

/Ireyou part of a winning
team? Is your successful
operation due to your

individual efforts or attributable
to a group working together for
the same goal? What affiliations
have you formed to help you in
your goal of complete success in
the golf course industry? Have
you networked with other groups
or explored every avenue available
to you in this journey? Chances
are, you have accomplished all of
the previous to be at the level of
excellence you are at today.
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Leaders in Service and Advanced Turfgrass Technology
Website: www.BTSIUSA.com • e-mail: info@BTSIUSA.com

24356 HARVEST HiLLS ROAD • FRANKFORT, IL 60423
800-732-9401 • Fax: 815-469-8248

"StrathAyr"
Washed Sod

Standard Cut

The Sod You Want
The Way You Want It

'P~ 42" Big Roll

~
~~

[III) "We Grow To Pleaee" [III)
HUIER RANCH SOD NURSERY, INC.

23002 WICKER AVE., BOX 188, SCHNEIDER, IN 46376
1.800-553-0552 • (219)552-0552

www.hubersod.com

- iiiiiiiiii-~-- ... --. ---------.. ---. ------ -!!!!!!!
Aqueduct, Break Thru, Clean Carbon,
Infiltrx, Primer
Turf Shield
True Foliar Feed Fertilizers
BioStimulants, Soil Amendments,

. Biologicals, Nutrients
Blazon, Mirage
Soil Amendents
Lebanon Country Club, NXPro, ParEx
Zeneca, Regal, Clearys
True Surface Vibratory
Roller & Brush Systems
Accuform, ParAide, Standard

-- --- ------ -- --- --- ------!!!!!!!
AQUATROLS

TEE & GREEN EQUIPMENT

MILLIKEN
PSA
GRANULAR FERTILIZERS
PLANT PROTECTANTS
EQUIPMENT

BIO WORKS
BIO TURF GRO
EMERALD ISLE

Construction Services to the Golf Industry

Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement.

You have the Projects, Ideas & Needs. We have the Experience & Equipment to do
the job Right the First time.

Many Trucks
Equipped with

High Floatation
Tires to

Minimize
Damage to your

Golf Course

Water Control Structures.
Pond Cleaning •

New Ponds.
Pond Lining •

Cart Paths.
CALL US TODAY!!

• New Construction
• Remodelling
• Irrigation
• Drainage
• Feature Shaping
• Trap Sand Replacement

Specialized
Equipment
suited to
Cleaning your
existing Golf
Course
Water
Features.

Lee Bruce (608) 836-7041 Dave Weber
Established 1953
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Custom Applications for Lime/Gypsum
& Lebanon/ParEx Fertilizer

So-come on guys, let's make
a push this winter to regain our
lead and show the country once
again that we are the environ-
mental leaders we know ourselves
to be! Best of luck. ~~

New Jersey. I was surprised to dis-
cover that some larger, more
populous states such as Texas (six
certified) and New York (seven
certified) did not rank higher. Also,
California has only six certified
courses. Go figure, dude!

We are doing well, but we can
do so much better. I know of a lot
of courses in the Chicagoland area
that could easily, or have tremen-
dous potential to, be certified. With
the help of Audubon International
and the many certified courses in
the area, no excuse exists for not
starting the procedure for certifica-
tion this winter. I want to offer my
services (as limited as they are) if
anyone has questions.

With the ever~
expanding develop-

ment that surrounds
us,golf courses

are one of the last
havens for wildlife.

If properly managed
(and most are),
any golf course
is a great site
for wildlife.

• Mass output is
computer
controlled

• Extremely
accurate
applications.

• 1000 lb. bulk
bags available

Experienced and licensed applicator provided.
543 Diens Dr. Wheeling, IL 60090

847-537-2177 847-537-2210 FAX
......~4IIl 8050 W. 186th St. Tinley Park, IL 60477

..... 708-444-2177 708-444-2199 FAX

ARTHUR CLESEN INC.

to Florida, with a total of 28 certi-
fied golf courses. What's with that?
Some interesting notes on other

states that rank high in number of
certified courses: in third place
with 10 certified courses is ...

The Winning Team: Audubon ...
(continued from page 16)

least support by sending in your
$100 membership fee.

Another point I want to
emphasize is Illinois' current
standing in the U.S. for certified
cooperative sanctuaries. I feel very
proud to have been associated with
one of the first 10 courses in the
country to be deemed a certified
golf course through the ACSP.
Of those first 10, five were
from Illinois! Until recently,
Illinois had held the lead, but
we have fallen behind. Today,
AI-ACSP registers 2,101 courses;
of those, 201 are deemed certified
sanctuaries. Currently, Illinois
ranks second -in the country with
16 certified golf courses. Sounds
great, but we are a distant second

You may be saying to your-
self right now, Tod, my course has
nothing to offer to AI. I'm a small
course with no natural areas or
features. We mow corner to
corner, or don't have the area,
budget or support to offer to such
a project. I sympathize with you! I
have been down that road. My
answer is this: you are right, most
courses don't have the potential
to develop such outstanding nat-
ural areas like Ivanhoe, Olympia
Fields, Cantigny or many other
courses in the greater
Chicagoland area. But you are
green! You grow grass, and main-
tain trees (in some cases), shrubs
and flowers that are home to
many species of wildlife, even if
only squirrels and geese. With the
ever-expanding development that
surrounds us, golf courses are one
of the last havens for wildlife. If
properly managed (and most are),
any golf course is a great site for
wildlife. So why don't you at least
belong to this great group,
Audubon International, and get as
much help as possible to develop
your property to its fullest poten-
tial. Anything you have to offer is
terrific. Just join! (Today!)
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MAIN STREET
11 MILES WEST
OF BATAVIA IL

GOLF
CREATIONS

Golf Course Construction,
Renovation and Restoration

Dan Grassi

18250 Beck Road Marengo,IL 60152
Phone 815.923.1868 Fax 815.923.3662

The GreensGroomer™ moves
topdressings three ways for every

three feet of forward motion.
• User Friendly

• No Lifting to Operate...
IVIIDINEST
T1..IRF & TRACTDR

~ ..-
(815) 469 ..8500 (708) 301..8500

Mi(ll'atory Bird Management
Have Dogs Will Travel

Border Collies

GOOSE CONTROL
Harold Frederickson

Ifwe don't answer our phone

weIe (HI, fJIUJIt:/"e, wild 90Me ehose
708-361-6772
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Tim N. Taddy
Certified Arborist
Hendricksen Care of Trees

1()inter will soon be
upon us with all of her
fury, so it's time to

think about pruning the trees on
the course. The most obvious
reasons for trimming trees are to
clean out deadwood, improve
clearance for golf clubs and open
fairways for the flight of the golf
ball. Removing deadwood from
trees not only renders the trees
healthier, but also makes them
safer in high winds-sparing you
too much to clean up after a
good wind, too! Elevating the
low branches to make swinging
the golf club easier, and cutting
back certain trees from fairways,
could be interpreted as remov-
ing some of the challenges posed
by the golf course, but on the
other hand, a tree's growth
habits can sometimes make a
hole downright unfair.

Less obvious reasons for
tree trimming exist, too, and I'll
discuss a couple of these now.
American elms are one of Moth-
er Nature's most beautiful
creations. They should have
their deadwood removed even

20 December 1999 On Course

more frequently than most trees.
The reason: the elm bark beetle,
one of culprits in the spread of
Dutch elm disease, is attracted
to the odor given off by dead
elm wood. If the trees are free of
deadwood, the beetles are far
more likely to keep on trucking
to the next victim. <

The most obvious
reasons for trimming

trees are to clean
out deadwood,

improve clearance
for golf clubs

and open fairways
for the flight

of the golf ball.

Certain species, such as
Norway maples and lindens,
become so thick in growth habit
that it is very difficult to grow
grass under them. These trees
should be thinned out every
couple of years so the grass can

get a little more sunlight. If you
have just too darn many of these
sun-robbing trees than your
budget can handle, mulching
under them with wood chips is
one solution. Wood chips are
not the nicest surface from
which to hit a golf ball, but they
are better than mud.

Winter is also the best time
of year for shrub pruning.
Whether you are just thinning
shrubs and removing the older
canes or whacking them right
down to the ground to rejuve-
nate older shrubs, now is the
best time.

With the ground becoming
quite hard now, tree guys can
get out on your course with
their bucket trucks with minimal
damage. We can also remove
large trees without tearing
everything up. Unlike the winter
of '97, when the ground never
did freeze, we can hope for
dropping temperatures-cold
weather will go far towards
keeping insect populations down
next year. Good luck and good
trimming-spring will be here
before we know it! 4JkJ


