Precision liquid
application systems
that set the pacein
sprayer technology.

708-773-5555
FAX708-773-4273

L

Workman' 3000 Series

Finally, a work vehicle choice.

A reliable 4 wheel work vehicle
with versatile capacity and three
_ wheel maneuverability.

630-773-5555
' FAX 630-773-4273

s’ (Chicago
Turf & Irrigation)in..

1170 W. Ardmore e |tasca, lllinois 60143
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ON COURSE WITH THE PRESIDENT

Donald S. Ferveri
Seven Bridges G.C.

Mﬁ ghat an exciting time for
,.ﬁﬁ’@f me, to be entering the
V! new millennium as your

president. I would like to thank all

of you for your support, past and
present. It is truly an honor to be
given this opportunity to lead the

Midwest at this challenging time

of change. The world around us is

changing rapidly, and it is
inevitable that the MAGCS will
experience growth and change as
well. Our task as your Board
of Directors is to put a positive
and beneficial spin on all the
opportunities presented to the
Association.

I would like to take this
space to thank all of the directors
over the past seven years for their
time and talents. It has been a
winning team year after year. A
special thanks to Past President
Kevin Czerkies and Directors Jim
McNair and Dan Anderson as
they will be departing from the
Board this year. On behalf of the
entire membership, I thank you
for your contributions and dedi-
cation.
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We, as a Board, are looking
forward to this year; we have
many projects in the works that
will strengthen and grow our
Association. I would like to thank
the “old-timers” if I may, and they
know who they are. Through
their continuing hard work and
perseverance, many of us came by
the opportunities we have today.
The golt course superintendent
has become a “player” in the
industry. Opportunities are pre-
sent in our jobs for advancement
and recognition, both of which
are deserved. We know the golf
course is the engine of every facil-
ity. It was through noble past
efforts that we climbed, and it will
be our future efforts that will con-
tinue to enhance our profession.

This leads me to the chal-
lenge I would like to present. This
challenge is for you. I know the
Board is capable of running the
day-to-day grind of the Associa-
tion with contributions from our
executive  secretary, George
Minnis, and editor, Cathy Miles
Ralston. The energy needs to
come from the membership, all
classes of members. Please ask
vourself what you have to donate
to your Association. What are
your talents, passions or time
allowances? Every one of us has
something to give. Are you giving
back for what you take out? I
know we ask this every year. Even
at church, generally only one
month of the year do they ask for
your tithing, and this is that
month. As the Association grows,
more exists to be done. So:

e Write an article.

¢ Host a meeting.

e Participate on a committee.

® Propose new ideas.

e Help with the survey
distribution this year.

e Offer solutions to

old problems.
* Create new problems.
¢ Promote the MAGCS.
* Educate and network.

It is an old philosophy but
still an accurate one: The Asocia-
tion will only be as good as the
membership allows it to be. The
MAGCS is one of the best tools
we have to use in our industry.
Let us then use it to the best of
our ability. We have a strong
voice regionally as well as nation-
ally. Keep in mind that this
Association belongs to us—its
members—not the Board of
Directors. The Board of
Directors is a group of dedicated
volunteers entrusted with the
operation of the Association.
I, along with the rest of the
Board, will have an open door
policy to hear your grievances
and concerns. I encourage every-
one to voice his or her opinions.
This is what has gotten us where
WC arc.

That is vour challenge; I
sincerely hope you all accept it and
act on it. I promise to listen to all
takers. [ also promise not to bring
it up again this year. (I will have to
write a past president’s column
next year, though.)

As the holiday season is upon
us, I would like to remind every-
one to keep their priorities in
order and use December for some
good quality family time. May the
spirit of the season be upon you
and your family, and God bless.

itk



Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.

A Tradition — More Than 60 Years

Of Complete, Dependable, Economiul w
For Private Estates, Municipalities, Sch

Parks and Golf Courses
(847) 475-1877

912 Pitner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202

Since 1930

A Successful Season. . . Starts with Century Golf Course Services

An inviting, well-maintained course means challenging play...and
a profitable season. As a golf superintendent, you can achieve this
success with Century Golf Course Services. Century’s team of profes-
sionals can help you solve irrigation or drainage problems and show
you what's new in clubhouse lighting, water features and more.
Call today for a free catalog and on-site consultation: 800-347-4272.

Legacy Golf System

Century offers the complete line of Legacy Golf products to
help you control water, labor and energy costs. Featuring
Legacy rotors and valves, Genesis central satellite and

Viking decoder control -
ntrol systems. LEGACY

SyncroFilo Eagle Pumps

Efficient and economical, SyncroFlo VFD pumping
stations are the solution to many golf course
irrigation problems.

SyncroFlo, Inc.

Controller Board Repairs

Call the Century National Service Center for repairs or
upgrades on Toro and Rain Bird golf controller boards.
Replacements in 24 hours. Toll free B88-855-9132

BoardTronicsinc.”

CENTURY RAIN AiD]

800-3 47-4272 CENTURY GOLF PROFESSIONALS % ILLINOIS/INDIANA

Ww.rainaid.comn > CAMERON BLAYNEY « ED KRUSE * MIKE PATTON = 630-515-8555
>RANDY LANE = 765-743-9599
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN

Joel Purpur, CGCS
River Forest C.C.

ulfilling an obligation as

chairman of the Past

Presidents Council, 1
find myself slaving over a hot
computer for the MAGCS once
again. Writing as a past president
of the MAGCS is strange in that
I tend to think of myself as
younger than I really am and not
a “past” anything. “I remember
when” is becoming more com-
mon in my everyday thinking. I
remember when I was one of the
youngest guys at the MAGCS
monthly meetings, sponging as
much knowledge as I could
from the seasoned veterans; now
I don’t know half of the younger
crowd. I remember going to my
first Chicagoland salary meeting
and hearing Bruce Sering say he
made a figure many times that of
my salary. Big deal, I got my
meals at work for only half price!
Although my  “remember
whens” may be increasing, I am
not yet to the point where I
can’t remember what a “remem-
ber when” was. Try saying that
five times fast.

So what does the Past Pres-
idents Council do? No, we don’t
just sit around the table and
moan about everything ... not
the whole time, anyway. Once a
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year, it is a goal of the Past
Presidents Council to get
the MAGCS past presidents
together and review the opera-
tions of our Association. The
agenda typically covers topics
suggested by past presidents,
MAGCS directors and MAGCS
members. We have a lot to
cover, and these meetings have
historically been lengthy. A big
“thank you” to the devoted past
presidents who have participat-
ed. After the meeting concludes,
a summary is prepared and
immediately rushed . . . okay,
sent off later to the meeting par-
ticipants requesting corrections.
Once finalized, the summary is
again rushed, or sent, to the
MAGCS president for review
and dissemination. Over the past
few years, the MAGCS presi-
dents have been kind enough to
allow me the opportunity to per-

Start investing your money today ... for a more secure future.

Call the Golf Retirement Plus™ TOLL FREE helpline at:

1-877-RET-PLUS (1-877-738-7587).

L1

your 0
Golf Retirement Plus™
can help you ...

You may think you need a big pile of money to start investing
today. But with your new, Golf Retirement Plus™ benefit, you
can open an account with as little as $50.

sonally review the Past Presi-
dents Council’s report with the
Board of Directors. It continues
to be very encouraging how
favorably received by the Board
our recommendations have been
and how often ideas of the Past
Presidents Council undergo
implementation.

Our Association is great
because the people within the
Association make it work. Asso-
ciation operations may be better
during some times than others,
but with any large organization,
constant change and evolution
are needed. The Nominating
Committee perseveres in the
important and difficult job of
finding strong individuals will-
ing to serve as MAGCS directors
and in that role, keep the Associ-
ation running smoothly and
advancing. Even more impor-

(continued on page 24)
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Ransomes® E-Plex™ Il

Mow up to 20 greens on one charge with the
E-Plex Il riding electric greens mower. The
ultra-quiet E-Plex Il is perfect for residential
areas and early morning cutting. With fewer
moving parts than its combustion-driven
competitors, the E-Plex Il is easier to maintain.
This economical unit features an easy-to-
service, swing-out center reel and quick-attach
reels. And to ensure a precise cut, the E-Plex Il
allows you to control the clip rate by the
ground speed. To make a big impact with little
noise, come in or call today.

Give Your Greens an Electrifying Cut!

World
Class Turf

Illinois lawn
equipment, Inc.

800-969-TURF

RANSOMES

A TEXTRON A
[z e
—— —

TEXTRON

TURF CARE AND SPECIALTY PRODUCTS
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HE WORLD'S BEST WALKER
UST TOOK 5 STEPS FORWARD.
THE JoUN DeEere 220A GREENS MOWER.

Another step forward. That's the 220A story.
The latest addition to John Deere's world-class
lineage of walking greens mowers. Based on
superintendent suggestions, the 220A brings

new performance, reliability, and operator

SteP ©

Operator-presence
safety bail fits more
smoothly against the
handlebar.

Ster © SteP © Ster ©

Engine isolation More powerful, over- Mounting design
mounts and lateral head valve engine qul- keeps grass catcher
bracing combine to etly delivers 4.0 hp. more secure.

reduce vibration.

NOTHING RUNS LIKI

advantages to the ANSI B71.4-1990 certified
design first introduced in the 220. Read more
about the 220A. Then, talk with us soon for a
firsthand look. www.deere.com

Ster ©

Basket shape dellvers
Improved clipping
collection.

: A DEERE®

J.W. Turf, Inc.

14N937 U.S. Hwy 20 1n Hampshire, IL 60140
Phone: B47/683-4653 Fax: B47/683-3978

NomruNe Roess Lz Diceie:

Official
Golf Course
Equipment

Supplier
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SINCE 1956

Meadow Equipment
Sales & Service, Inc.

Well Drilling/Pump Service
27 W. 021 St. Charles Road
Carol Stream, IL 60188

e Water Well Drilling / Rehabilitation
* Pump Sales and Service

* Large Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft / Submersible

* Booster Pumps

* Servicing all Makes and Models

¢ Complete Water Well Systems

* Design and Consulting

* Maintenance Programs

» Special Rates on Winter Servicing

* 24 Hour Emergency Service

Authorized Sales and Service
for Leading Pump Manufacturers

CAROL STREAM: (630) 231-6250
TOLL FREE
(800) 704-2415

“Where Meadow Goes,
the Water Flows”

Introducing Landpride
Multi Injection Systems

The Only Unit On The Market
To Inject Dry Or Liguids

To The Root Of The Problem.
And Introducing The Star Of
The 1998 Masters - SUubAir
Control The Root Zone
Through Science

A

Give Your Roots Some Air
With SubAir Precision
Injection Of Dry Or Liquid
Amendments With LandPride
Exclusively Distributed
By: Lewis Eqguipment

55 E. Palatine RAd.

Prospect Heights Il 60070

(847)537-6110 fax:(847)537-5736

Represented By: John Berarducci

Call The Bear:(847)367-7728
mobile: (847)347-5105
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MAGCS and GCSAA to Cohost Seminar
on “Physical Problems of Turfgrass
Soils: Identification and Correction”

4 f you have made continuing
& J education a priority this

winter, and if you would
like to brush up on the finer
points of managing turfgrass
soils, consider enrolling in
“Physical Problems of Turfgrass
Soils: Identification and Correc-
tion.” The GCSAA and MAGCS
are joint hosts of the seminar,
which will take place from 8 a.m.
to 5 p.m. on Thursday and
Friday, January 13-14, at the
Oak Brook Hills Hotel and
Resort in Oak Brook.

Instructors  Robert N.
Carrow, Ph.D., a professor of
turfgrass science at the Univer-
sity of Georgia, and Paul E.
Ricke, Ph.D., a professor of
turfgrass management at Michi-
gan State University, will focus
on the “field problem oriented”
approach to identifying prob-
lems, then delve into how
to present management options.

Topics will include prob-
lems found in coarse- and
fine-textured turfgrass soils, as
well as soil modification, cultiva-
tion, topdressing, drainage
techniques and more.

Textron Turf Care and
Specialty Products is sponsoring
the seminar. Those completing
the seminar will earn 1.4 CEUs.
Member fee is $220; nonmem-
ber fee is $330. For more
information or to register, con-
tact the GCSAA Service Center
at 800-472-7878. WUsles

‘ TURFSEED,INC.

& TEE2-GREEN.

We would like to acknowledge
Turf-Seed, Inc. and Tee-2-Green
Corp. for their contributions
through this philanthropic program.

varieties or seed mixtures.*

*Variety names must match qualified seed list. Mixture tags must carry a M16 or M16M prefix. Turf Seed product
Blue Tags are redeemable for $.50 cach, while Penn Pals™ product tags are redeemable for $1.00. Rebares will be
split evenly berween the Affiliated Chapter and The GCSAA Foundation. Direct rebate offer 1o The GCSAA
Foundarion, 1421 Research Park Drive, Lawrence, KS 66049.

Help your Affiliated Chapter receive up to
$.50 per tag from qualified Turf-Seed, Inc.
Tag Team™ or Tee-2-Green Corp. Penn Pals™

Turf-Seed, Inc. and Tee-2-Green Corp. have pledged to contribute
to your Affiliated Chapter and The GCSAA Foundation's “ /nvesting
in the Beauty of Golf Campaign.” Just collect the blue tags* and
send them to The GCSAA Foundation along with your name and
your designated Affiliated Chapter. The staff at The GCSAA
Foundation will do the rest. It’s that simple. Your Affiliated
Chapter and The Foundation will split $.50 for every Turf-Seed
variety or mixture blue tag and/or $1.00 for every Tee-2-Green Penn Pals
variety or mixture tag. This rebate offer could provide your Affiliated Chaprer with the
funds to sponsor scholarship programs for turfgrass students or local and regional research.

FOUNDATION

Call The GCSAA Foundation for more
information at (Boo) 472-7878 ext. 465.
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Size Does Matter

The only thing you should see on your greens, tees and

closely mowed turf is, well, green - not fertilizer and
[ 8 LEBANON y =
f scm especially not snow mold. Using homogeneous

HOMOGENEQUS 4 COIT]pOSi{C Technologyw PrOSCﬁpe 14-2-14 with PCNB
FERTILIZER

wITH

PCNB 12.5% . delivers a complete fertilizer/fungicide combination in
TURFERASS DISEASE CONTROL

an inconspicuous SGN 100 granule. ProScape 14-2-14

2140
_. provides a perfect mix of IBDU and Meth-Ex 40 for

dual action nitrogen release that can be applied on cold,
windy days when sprays or dusty, light-weight products
aren’t practical. For the best PCNB combination product
on the market, contact your Lebanon Turf Products
Distributor. Or call 1-800-233-0628.

A s . L ﬁ
TURF PRODUCTS
Hollembeak Construction, Inc.
Golf Course Construction and Remodeling
“We believe in a quality job and take pride in our finished product.”
* New Construction ¢ Pond Construction
_ * Feature Shaping * Boulder Features
o ; _ * Bunker Sand Replacement  * Cart Paths i
¥ - Pond Dredging * Drainage SR

R

P,0, Box 103

Mike Hollembeak Big Rock, Illinois 60511 = ' Hn“eml e;‘{k 2
Phqne (630) 556-3891
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FEATURE ARTICLE

Golf Course Ownership:
It's Not All Luxurious and Fun!

The clubhouse at Spring Valley Golf Club in Spring Valley, Wisconsin, a small town
located five miles off of 1-94 between Eau Claire and Minneapolis-St. Paul.

Mark Thibault
Ruffled Feathers G.C.

L ,ave you ever sat at your
I ¥ . - ’

' w;‘.f.ﬁ.,r desk and wondered
S D ;

¢ ¢ what it would be like to
own your own golf facility? Isn’t
that just the ultimate goal? I once
had the same dream.

When we were looking to
buy a facility, we wanted it to be a
family operation including my
parents, myself, my wife and later,
our children. While we searched
and searched for a facility, I was
the first assistant superintendent
at Seven Bridges Golf Club under
Don Ferreri. While at Seven
Bridges, I was involved in the con-
struction and grow-in phase, so I
felt T had a good understanding of
what it takes to have a champi-
onship facility and that I would
translate this knowledge to the
facility I would someday own.
After 1 had spent five-and-a-half
years as the first assistant at Seven
Bridges, we finally purchased a
facility in northwest Wisconsin.

Our facility had scenic ter-
rain with a mixture of hardwoods
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and pines lining every hole. The
clubhouse was in desperate need
of updating. It stll had the late
’60s/early *70s wagon wheel
lights, dirty carpet, dark paint and
wallpaper. Needless to say, I was
busy being Bob Vila during the

The clubhbouse
was in despevate
need of updating.
It still had the
late °60s/early °70s
wagon wheel lights,
dirty carpet,
darvk paint
and wallpaper.

first four months before opening.
The course was in about the same
condition. All of the equipment
rarely had maintenance done to
it, and boy, did it show. (Band-
Aids and bubble gum only work
so long for equipment repairs.)

Most of the equipment would
probably have fit into a two-car
garage, but it was a start. So our
first order of business was to talk
to equipment vendors and see
what they had to offer.

As opening day of the 1996
golf season drew closer, the snow
just kept falling and falling. I fig-
ured that since this was northern
Wisconsin, not Chicagoland, the
opening of the golf season would
be later by a week or two—NOT!
The end of March brought in a
freak winter snowstorm that
dropped a foot-and-a-half of snow
and pushed opening day back
three weeks on the front nine and
four weeks on the back nine. It
was amazing. I never realized how
much money bad weather cost
golf facilities until it was mine tak-
ing the hit. Bank notes, leases,
payroll, payroll taxes, chemical
and fertilizer bills, maintenance
and repair of equipment, food for
the restaurant and electricity, all
came out of the same checkbook.
Needless to say, the checkbook
was mighty thin for a while until
we finally opened.



