“Everythmg under one BIG roof”

Eagles self contained liquid/dry
chemical storage complexes systems
are designed ready for use when
delivered.

Heavy gauge all steel construction
requiring only standard routine
maintenance provides you with years of
virtually trouble fee use.

14’ wide x 40" long (.ombmatmn Unit
Oak Brook Golf Course, Oak Brook Illinois

Standard Features g

» Manufactured, configured and equipped to your [ESE
specifications. '

o Sizes range from 14 feet wide x up to 50 long

* 14 gauge welded flush wall panels and corrugated roof
panels blend in with most conventional steel panel
constructed buildings.

» Acrylic enamel Diamond Vogel exterior paint offers years
of shine and UVL protection.

« |nterior coated with Diamond Vogel Industrial Grade
Chemical resistant coating.

* Heated with explosion proof gas/electric Class 1 heaters. =

* Insulated with Class 1 fire rated ceramic insulation St. Charles Park District Golf Course

o Fire rated entry doors with panic exit hardware 14" wide x 17°6” long Housed Rinsate Station

 Corrosion resistant ventilation fans available

* Vapor tight light fixtures

e (alvanized continuos steel grating
throughout the Chemical Storage/
Rinsate common sump area.

Oak Grove Countr} Club, Harvard Il
14’ wide x50° long Combination

Eagle Container Corporation

4214 Rome West Road Chillicothe, Il 61523
Ph#(309)274-3548  Fax#(309)274-4765
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24,

810 Greenwoad Avenue 1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of scien-
Carpentersville, IL 60110 3 7 wle » pertaini o 3 inte :

D e tog i sl tific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf rf1alnt nance ‘

On Course is published monthly. All articles, double-spaced, We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
are required by the first of the month to make the next et LS . i s S

issue. Advertising is sold by the column inch, sixth page, individual and collective prestige of the members.

Quarter page, third page. half page and full page. The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our

;'J'fa"r':’i'c’;é‘fl?%‘3?”&%??&?3??&3\{3352":?,;?:‘15;?,? :?é:se surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the

give the author and On Course credit general public now and in the future.
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Photographed at Blackwolf Run, Kohler, Wis.

J.W. Turf, Inc.

14N937 U.S. Hwy 20 ' Hampshire, IL 60140
Phone: B47/683-4653 Fax: B47/683-3978
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LEGACY RELIABLE PRODUCTS FOR GOLF COURSES
\.

il

Legacy Golf Rotors

Century -
Your Link to Legacy Golf

More golf course professionals like yourself are
switching to Legacy irrigation. Your local Century
golf representative can show you the advantages
of a Legacy system and can offer valuable
technical assistance on a new course or retrofit.

CENTURY GOLF PROFESSIONAL - ILLINOIS/INDIANA
Ed Kruse « 630-515-8555

LEGACY GOLF NOW
AVAILABLE AT

CENTURY RAIN AID IN

THESE MAJOR MARKETS

Call for a Free Catalog
800-347-4272

www.rainaid.com

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.

A Tradition — More Than 60 Years

g

Of Complete, Dependable, Economhlw v

" For Private Estates, Municipalities, Sche
Parks and Golf Courses

(847) 475-1877
912 Piti'ner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202

Since 1930
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ON COURSE WITH THE PRESIDENT

Kevin Czerkies, CGCS
Sportsman’s C.C.

ell, March Madness is
once again upon us.
Soon the snow will melt

away, the ground will thaw out,
and golfers will be invading our
turf. If you’re like me, you get
cabin fever halfway through win-
ter. I’'m ready for another season.
This month, I would like to share
my views about the “madness”
that is taking place in our industry.

This year, Sportsman’s
Country Club will become one of
the growing number of courses
that is banning metal spikes. This
is something that I’ve been push-
ing for a couple of years. Our golf
pro has been against it from the
beginning, but he should see a
difference in the quality of the
greens soon enough. Matt Hurley
of Standard Golf Products
summed up the alternative spike
madness best by saying, “Soft
spikes are the first superintendent-
friendly invention to be used by
golfers in the modern day.” How
true that statement is. Nowadays,
golf courses are expected to con-
stantly be in top-notch condition.
Banning metal spikes will certainly
help superintendents provide better
greens for golfers. I've always felt
that the golfing public wouldn’t

4 March 1998 On Course

accept alternative spikes until the
touring pros began wearing them.
Well, some of them are now doing
just that, and it’s helping our
cause. Now, if we could just get
golfers to repair ball marks,
replace divots, and stop using golf
carts, all we’d have to worry about
is the weather.

It seems the madness of get-
ting rid of geese has become
rather expensive. My club jumped
on the bandwagon and bought a
Border collie. Although the dog is
owned by the Northbrook Park
District, he goes home with me.
The dog was purchased to get rid
of geese at Sportsman’s and the
various parks throughout North-
brook. It took my wife and kids
about two minutes to fall in love
with this dog. Now, if I decide, or
my bosses decide for me, that my
welcome at Sportsman’s has run
out, I'm going to have a real
problem. I can’t see myself fork-
ing over $3,200 to keep this dog.
Then it’s heartbreak city for my
family.

Ed Braunsky has been on me
about my president’s messages
not being long enough, so I
thought I'd reminisce a little.
March Madness will forever mean
one thing to me: the state high
school basketball tournament.
This month, we celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the greatest high
school basketball team ever: the
1978 Lockport Porters. Among
the many wins during their unde-
feated state championship season,
the mighty Porters handily beat
Ed’s high school Aurora West and
then the St. Joseph team, lead by
Isiah Thomas, in the state champi-
onship game. Not only did the
varsity team finish 33-0, but the
sophomore and freshman teams
finished undefeated as well. The
entire Lockport basketball pro-
gram finished 78-0 in 1978. My
wife, who was the captain of the

cheerleading team, and I were
seniors that year. That was an
experience neither of us will ever
forget.

Finally, I"d like to congratu-
late the following MAGCS
members that won 1998 Environ-
mental Steward Awards. Winning
a national award was Peter
Leuzinger, Ivanhoe Club; win-
ning regional awards were Dan
Dinelli, North Shore Country
Club, and Tom Morgensen,
Countryside Golf Courses; and
winning merit awards were Luke
Cella, Pottawaromie Golf Course,
and Scott Witte, Cantigny Golf
Club. Congratulations, guys,
we’re proud of your accomplish-
ments!

Congratulations are also
extended to the golfers who rep-
resented the MAGCS in the
GCSAA golf tournament in Ana-
heim. Al Pondel, Deerfield G.C.,
won the Championship Flight by
shooting a 3 under par 69 at
Tustin Ranch. Tim Scott, Stoney
Creek G.C., and Tom Robinson,
Ravinia Green C.C., both shot a
71 to earn the runner-up position.
On top of that, the MAGCS team
won the chapter team gross cham-
pionship. The team consisted of
Al Pondel, Deerficld G.C., Tom
Robinson, Ravinia Green C.C.,
Randy Wahler, Knollwood C.C.,
and Bob Kronn, LaGrange C.C.

ke CooQ -

Kevin Czerkies, CGCS
President, MAGCS
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Only par ex with IBDU" has the highest WIN percentage.

We have more than Lebanon® and more than Scotts! Because the
higher the Water Insoluble Nitrogen content, the longer your turf
will remain green and the less chance there is for burn.

= AgriBusiness | ahts rved

Arthur Clesen, Inc.

543 Diens Drive Wheeling, IL 60090 (847) 537-2177 FAX (847) 537-2210

areenCycle

Landscape Products
Bulk deliveries in the Greater Chicago area

COMPOST

ompost provides essential * Divot repair mixes

micronutrients to make turf and * Top dressing high traffic areas —
ornaments grow faster and healthier. fairways , rough, practice areas
Composts ability to retain moisture * Preparing beds for ornamental plants
reduces drought shock. Its microbial * Preparing soil for new seed or sod

content improves soil texture for better « Backfilling when transplanting
air and water circulation and reduced

compaction. After fertilizer applications, Call

compost retains added nutrients and GreenCycle Incorporated

makes them plant-available as needed 400 Central Avenue, Suite 200

— allowing reduced application rates. Northfield, lllinois 60093
847-441-6606
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sweb page at .
ber/sod.htm] "%

£V TIG EOGE
Washed ; Solid
Big Roll rfo give _YOUI-CQ\\\':\E. Slabs of
Bentgrass & V7 4 fhﬂfper mage Mature Turf
Bluegrass Sod Utilizing Easily Installed,
StrathAyr's New Patented Positioned and Placed to
Turf Washing System. Small Level Using StrathAyr's Grab

Rolls & Unwashed Sod B et e B Vate Liinddidts Surface
Also Available ox chneider,

From tee to tee .

Nothing Greens a Course Like Sod

Look who s been using Central Sod See the impact Central Sod can have

to lmprove their courses . . . on your course.

Ruffled Feathers  Blackberry Oaks  Fox Bend Complete consultation, delivery

Cog Hill Naperbrook GC Seven Bridges & installation available.

Wynstone Cantigny Carillon GC

Stonebridge Naperville CC Highland Park

White Eagle Illinois Center Sunset Valley

Tamarack Broken Arrow Lake Point GC e

Riverside Golf Mill Creek Downers Grove S 0 D FA R M S y I N C a

Heritage Bluffs Hidden Valley Meadow Lake

Orchard Valley Oak Brook GC Waveland GC I = 8 D D -3 I D = 040 E
L Skokie CC Rockford CC Harborside Links
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"THE PRODUCTION MACHINE"

v High Capacity

v High Floatation

v' Economical

v’ Cutting Units Operated Individually
(use 1, 2, or all 3 units) :

v 52 H.P. Diesel

v 126" Cut

v’ 2 or 4 Wheel Drive

v Up to 5 years lease available.

HOWARI PRICE
TURF EMLIPMENT

£527

CALL:

BILL MORGAN
TOM RALPH
PAYLINE WEST
225 N. RANDALL RD.
ST. CHARLES, IL 60174

630/584-8700
FAX 630/584-4453

Harold Frederickson

Migratory Bird Management

Goose Control
Have Dogs Will Travel @ AKC Reg. Border Collies

22 o ot o o o o ol o o o o ot e o

Servicing: Airports

Golf Courses Housing Complexes
Office Complexes Cemeteries

College Campuses Parks

If we don’t answer our phone, we’re on

ANOTHER WILD GOOSE CHASE

708-361-6772
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DIRECTOR'S COLUNMN

Brian A. Bossert, CGCS
Bryn Mawr C.C.

am putting this column

together a few day prior to

the annual GCSAA Confer-
ence. I hope everyone enjoyed our
industry’s enormous educational
opportunity. I am beginning my
fourth year as a member of the
MAGCS Board of Directors, and
looking back, the responsibilities
seem to have steadily increased. I
really enjoy my increased level of
involvement in our association
and appreciate the support of the
other board members and the
membership as a whole.

President Czerkies handed
me the reins on the Golf Commit-
tee this year. Actually, he wrapped
the reins around my neck long
before he was even president.
When that Starr fellow is finished
investigating the Lewinsky/Clin-
ton affair, I think I’ll have him
look into this. I’m not sure Kevin
can hand out assignments six
months before his presidency
starts. The committee consists of
several veterans and a few new vol-
unteers. To date, we have met
once, and I hope we can continue
doing the great job that Luke’s
committees have made a standard
the past two seasons.

The biggest favor the Golf
Committee will ask the member-
ship for is to sign up as carly as
possible for our monthly meet-
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ings. Remember, registration is on
a first-signed-up, first-paid basis.
As a reminder, you can register via
fax with a credit card and, who
knows, maybe through the Inter-
net soon. Your early registration
allows us to be much more orga-
nized on our end and,
consequently, increases the
chances of you having an enjoy-
able day at the course. Sorry, we
can’t do anything about that lousy
slice!

We have no major changes
planned for the golf events; no
sense messing with success. You’ll
see a few new prize ideas and one
or two new wrinkles regarding the
event formats. The committee had
some interesting ideas, and we’ll
see how you like them. As a token
suggestion, consider signing up

solo at a golf meeting this year and
risk playing with someone you
don’t know. It might give you the
opportunity to

make a newer

tires for
safety

e Computer
controlled
dispersion
system

e Extremely
accurate
applications.

Trained and licensed

FOR INFORMATION CALL:

Arthur Clesen, Inc

member feel more welcome or
might introduce you to that per-
son who carries that product
you’ve been looking for. Or per-
haps you won’t get anything out
of the day except a new friend.
Most of all, sign up ecarly, play
often and enjoy vourself!

By the time you read this,
the GCSAA Conference and the
annual hospitality room will be
history. I’ve been busy putting the
details together; and, hopefully,
the event will be on par with the
previous year’s effort in Las Vegas.
The support from our commercial
members was again outstanding.
We could not put this together
without their financial encourage-
ment. That goes for the monthly
golf meetings as well!

Lastly, we are looking into
the possibility of the MAGCS
having their own web site. The

(continued on page 24)

applicator provided

543 Diens Drive « Wheeling, IL 60090 e (847) 537-2177 « FAX (847) 537-2210




I TORO. | Greensmaster: 3200

* All new cutting system for unmatched
ground contour following and
quality of cut.

* Quietest combustion engine in
the industry.

* Simplistic design for servicing.

630-773-5555
FAX 630-773-4273

Multi-purpose trim mower is all
new in design, engine, reel drive,
mainframe and more.

630-773-5555
FAX 630-773-4273

1170 W. Ardmore ¢ Itasca, lllinois 60143
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Dan Anderson
Fox Valley G.C

pring is in the air! I can’t
think of a better way to
get motivated for the

1998 season than attending the
March MAGCS meeting at
Nordic Hills Resort with our host
Vince Dodge. If you haven’t been
to Nordic Hills in awhile, then
you’ll be in for a nice surprise; the
place looks great.

The course was built in 1926
by eight Norwegians (hence the
name “Nordic Hills”) with the
resort added on in the early "70s.
It’s a beautiful course built on
gently rolling hills with thick
stands of hardwoods lining many
of the fairways. The hardwoods
are mostly Burr Oaks, especially
on the front side. The course mea-
sures barely 6,000 yards from the
tips but plays longer if you can’t
hit it straight; a common problem
for myself.

This will be Vince’s second
full season at Nordic, and he is
feeling much more comfortable at
the helm than last year. Vince feels
that probabl\ his biggest chal-
lenge in his career was last year’s
greatly increased budget and the
high expectations that come with
that kind of additional spending.
A close second, however, was
working with Dave at Naperville
C.C. (more on that later).
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Vince started working in golf
at the tender age of 16 at Aurora
C.C. for Hans Hopphan. Then
came a three-year stint at
Naperville as Dave Blomquist’s
assistant. He took his first superin-
tendent’s position at Naperbrook
G.C. in 1993 and remained there
until accepting his present posi-
tion at Nordic Hills in the fall of
1996. He is currently a member
of the MAGCS, GCSAA and
CAGCS.

Vince has two 2-year
degrees: one in Business Manage-
ment and one in Turf (Penn State
91). He has gotten some excel-
lent training and education to
help him handle the rigors of our
profession. Vince credits his time
at Naperville C.C., where Dave
Blomquist is developing a reputa-
tion of producing good young
superintendents, for fine-tuning
his ideas. From that Vince has a

(continued on page 35)

AERIAL

EQUIPMENT, INC.
SERVICE

» Chippers

* Spray Rigs

* Chain Saws
* Aerial Trucks
* Dump Bodies

* Stump Cutters

MEETS YOUR NEEDS

RENTALS

SERVICE & PARTS FOR
MAJOR BRANDS OF:

ARBORIST & SAFETY SUPPLIES

AERIAL EQUIPMENT, INC.
2381 South Foster Avenue
Wheeling, IL 60090
(847) 398-0620

THE INDUSTRY’S BEST KEPT SECRET
Aerial Equipment Service Dept. Hours:

Mon. - Fri. 6:00 AM - 12:00 Midnight
Saturday 6:00 AM - 12:00 Noon




