As the one given the respon-
sibility for insuring playable,
quality turfgrass and visually pleas-
ing surroundings, McCarthy faced
huge communication challenges
when he realized that there were
certain trees bordering the greens
that were blocking an enormous
amount of light yet adding little to
the course strategically or aesthet-
ically when it came to the light
needs of the turfgrass. The main
obstacle was, as is so often the
case, a great reluctance to remove
any trees, or parts thereof, along
the golf course. People’s affinity
with trees is just so strong. Also
making things difficult was having
to potentially guess, albeit an
“educated guess,” which trees or
limbs to remove. That reduced
McCarthy’s bargaining power
with the Green Committee to the
“not very convincing” level.

It was for these reasons Ron
McCarthy decided to call in sun-
location consultants from
ArborCom Technologies to utilize
their technology to ascertain pre-
cisely how much and when light
was reaching the trouble spots,
thus enabling scientifically-backed
recommendations for specific tree
removal. Putting the challenges
into  perspective, McCarthy
explained that easily fifty percent
of the golfers are not low-handi-
cap golfers. As such, they are there
to get out of the cities and enjoy
the fresh environment of the out-
doors. In particular, they enjoy all
the trees. To touch the very thing
that is attracting the golfers, the
club’s bread and butter, is really
taboo. As such, the benefits
gained have to far outweigh the
perceived or realized cost to the
trees.

Touching this point,
McCarthy stated that the light
penetration gained is “priceless”
to the green. Edgewood spends
upwards of $35,000 annually on
tree pruning. ArborCom’s recom-
mendations help to pinpoint exact

needs when doing this pruning.
When asked about the Green
Committee’s initial reaction to the
recommendation of removing a
number of trees, McCarthy stated
that several members were
shocked. Sensing this, McCarthy
used ArborCom’s findings to
make a hole-by-hole, tree-by-tree
“road map” of the actions needed.
He used logical reasoning backed
by hard, scientific data. He was
able to quantify how much more
sunlight would penetrate to the
turf, thus making for a superior
putting surface. The data enabled
the committee to move from the
“This guy’s crazy!” reaction to
one of more acceptance and final-
ly agreement.

The recommendations were
used to show where five particular-
ly troubled greens would greatly
benefit from increased light.
On one particular hole, the
course president stood alongside

C

McCarthy and stated that three-
quarters of the membership would
never even realize any changes took
place to the surrounding trees.

Ron stated that he was acru-
ally surprised at some of the trees
that were blocking light. Arbor-
Com’s consultation demonstrated
that some greens’ sun windows
were being adversely affected by
trees two and even three hundred
yards away! Again, scientific data
proved far more convincing than
an “educated guess” when it came
time to make pruning recommen-
dations. The scientific report
helped McCarthy give the deci-
sion-makers of the golf course a
working knowledge of the big pic-
ture. They started to see where
the limited sun windows were and
the importance of broadening
those windows. It has opened the
door for McCarthy to grow
healthy, vigorous bentgrass. W
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the
bruce
company

Construction Services to the Golf Industry )

Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement.

You have the Projects, ldeas & Needs. We have the Experience & Equipment to do
the job Right the First time.

of Wisconsin, Inc.

Many Trucks
Equipped with £
High Floatation {its
Tires to [
Minimize
Damage to your
Golf Course

Water Control Structures *
Pond Cleaning *

New Ponds
Pond Lining ¢
Cart Paths
CALL US TODAY!!
Lee Bruce

(608) 836-7041

* New Construction

* Remodelling

* Irrigation

* Drainage

» Feature Shaping

* Trap Sand Replacement
! Specialized

Equipment

== syijted to

§ Cleaning your

existing Golf

Course

Water
Features.

Dave Weber

\ Established 1953 J

Over
25 years -

and

products.

of caring service

delivery of quality

9

"One call doe it ai"

We specialize in full service.

Gasoline Design and layout consulting
Diesel fuel E.P.A. required tank upgrades
Motor oil Card lock pump control systems
Grease Tank removal and disposal
Anti-freeze Above ground tank specialists
Batteries

24 hour delivery

Tank installation

Leak detection systems

Recipient
of the LL.C.A.
1995
DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE
AWARD

Contaminated soil remediation
Bio-Remediation Products
Cleaner & degreaser
Parts washer
Absorbent for spills
¢ State registered and certified tank contractor
¢ Toll free 888-358-POC1 ¢

847-358-3600

| iPALATINE OIL CO., INC.

Palatine Qil Co., Inc. ® P.O. Box 985 & Palatine, IL 60078
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“Evetythmg under one BIG roof”

Eagles self contained liquid/dry
chemical storage complexes systems
are designed ready for use when
delivered.

Heavy gauge all steel construction
requiring only standard routine
maintenance provides you with years of
virtually trouble fee use.

14’ wide x 40’ long Combination Unit
Qak Brook Golf Course, Oak Brook Illinois

Standard Features

¢ Manufactured, configured and equipped to your
specifications.

e Sizes range from 14 feet wide x up to 50’ long

* 14 gauge welded flush wall panels and corrugated roof
panels blend in with most conventional steel panel
constructed buildings.

* Acrylic enamel Diamond Vogel exterior paint offers years
of shine and UVL protection.

e Interior coated with Diamond Vogel Industrial Grade
Chemical resistant coating.

* Heated with explosion proof gas/electric Class 1 heaters.

* Insulated with Class 1 fire rated ceramic insulation St. Charles Park District Golf Course

* Fire rated entry doors with panic exit hardware 14’ wide x 17°6"” long Housed Rinsate Station

* Corrosion resistant ventilation fans available

e Vapor tight light fixtures

» Galvanized continuos steel grating
throughout the Chemical Storage/
Rinsate common sump area.

-—Q- - . — "‘-.
0Oak Grove Country Club, Harvard ll
14’ wide x50’ long Combination

Eagle Container Corporation

4214 Rome West Road Chillicothe, 11 61523
Ph#(309)274-3548  Fax#(309)274-4765
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