se Less Fungicide Per Application;
Cut Your Costs, And Get Greener,
Healthier Grass, Too.

\‘-—

WeatherStik”

And Stays Between Sprays

ity
|
;

Thanks to its exclusive Super Weather Stik™ formu-  of systemics for lower total fungicide cost, and
lation, Daconil Ultrex® fungicide sticks and stays you get greener, healthier grass, guaranteed.
so well, you can use it at much lower rates* on Just ask your distributor for all the details.

a regular 7 to 10 day, preventative schedule for Daconil Ultrex reduced rate spraying. It could
more consistent disease protection.You use less  put you on a better course than ever before.
fungicide per application, you can cut your use

Always follow label directions carefully when using turf and ornamentals plant protection products. * For best results, we recommend using 20% lower application rates on a 7-10 day schedule. Section
12(a)(2)(G) of FIFRA provides that it is unlawful for any person “to use any registered pesticide in a manner inconsistent with its labeling”; quoted language is defined in section 2(ee) of
FIFRA and expressly excludes the act of “applying a pesticide at any dosage, concentration, or frequency less than that specified on the labeling unless the labeling specifically prohibits
deviation from the specified dosage, concentration, or frequency” Thus, in the absence of specific label prohibitions, it is not unlawlful under section 12(a)(2)(G) to use a registered
pesticide at a dosage, con ion, or freq y less than that specified on the labeling of the pesticide. User must have label in possession when applying these rates.
1 If you're not happy with the results you get, we'll give you enough Daconil Ultrex to respray your course once using your old program.
For a copy of our Daconil Ultrex Super Weather Stik Guarantee, write to Daconil Ultrex Guarantee, ISK Biosciences Corporation,
Turl & Specialty Products, 1523 Johnson Ferry Rd., Suite 250, Marietta, Georgia 30062.
®Registered trademark of ISK Bi Corporation. ™ Trademark of ISK Biosciences Corporation.
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Performance Appraising
(continued from page 20)

1.

No surprises. It is not fair for
an employee to hear of a criti-
cism for the first time during

an appraisal.

both understand what you are
hearing and saying.

7. Make performance a regular
part of your discussion.

Another tip that was dis-

like to see or change. Be specific.
Do not leave any doubt of the
expectations that you have for that
employee for the next year. Once
this exercise has been completed,
you should both understand what
needs to be accomplished and

2. Keep the employee involved. cussed to encourage a fair how in order to get to the next
appraisal was the 30/15 principle: level. There is probably going to
3. Focus on performance 30 minutes/month talk about be a certain amount of confusion
improvement. performance with the employee; and revision necessary, but over
15 minutes/week review person- time, this process will become sec-
4. Keep daily documentation, nel goals by yourself. ond nature.
both positives and negatives.
By doing so, this will give you There are two things that we The second aspect of success
an opportunity to reduce the can do as employers and appraisers  is coaching, coaching for improved
“recency error” (focusing on to encourage our employees to performance. To me this means
actions of recent memory). succeed. The first is to clarify utilizing the 30/15 exercise all
expectations: the purpose of per- year: Daily or weekly monitoring
5. Be prepared—both employee formance is to deliver value. A of progress by the employee and
and appraiser. Give ample goal statement would be an intent visiting the goal statement periodi-
warning of time and date of to deliver value. Work together cally throughout the year to insure
meeting. with your employees to develop a that objectives are being met, both
goal statement for the upcoming are satisfied with the progress and
6. Agree on terminology. Since year. Pinpoint results that you wording, and that you are “on

we all see and hear things dif-
ferently, make sure that you

would both like to achieve,
actions/behavior that you would

track” with the statement. During
(continued on page 24)

Creative Solutions For

Aerial Images Photography Co.

! ! (M.A.G.C.S. SILVER member)

Turfgrass Management
Soil Problems?

Corcoeticd g

Solve Them!

R

Astron - Per “4” Max
Knife - Renaissance
Perk Up - NOW

Over 10 years experience specializing in
o Full color oblique and infra-red AERIAL photography
o Outdoor GROUND photography
o GROUP photography
o Historic aerial photos dating back to the 1930's

Maxiplex - Pervade
CalpHlex - Phfex-Mag
Phfex-Man
Thatch Buste

utrient Availabilit
Program Solutions For Top Turl Performance

FLORATINE
Propucts Group

Aerial Images is committed to providing the best in quality photo-
graphy and customer service. All flight crews are FAA-certified
with over 3000 hours. All aircraft regularily inspected for safefy
and reliability. Corne fly with us!

Call today for your FREE no-obligation quote:

(708)980-7685

Distributed by:
Bud Edman

E - 3 Turf Products
630-985-3974
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FULL SERVICE
GROUND WATER

SPECIALISTS

SINCE 1956

Meadow Equipment
Sales & Service, Inc.

Well Drilling Contractors / Pump Service
27 W. 021 St. Charles Road
Carol Stream, IL 60188

e Water Well Drilling

e Pump Sales and Service

e Water Well Sealing & Capping
e Complete Waterwell Systems

e |arge Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft / Submersible

e Well Rehab & Chlorinations
¢ Maintenance Programs

® 24 Hour Emergency Service

Authorized Sales and Service for
Leading Pump Manufacturers

WHEATON:(630) 231-6250
ST. CHARLES:(630) 584-6210

TOLL FREE:(800) 704-2415
|

“Where Meadow Goes,
the Water Flows"

L

An Easy Way to Dispose
of Grass Clippings...
And Save Money

4

In one easy step, eliminate costly dumping fees and

improve the rough by spreading grass clippings still
enriched with precious ferfilizer. Millcreek's Top Dressers
are equipped with an adjustable undershot poly brush
designed fo evenly distribute top dressing from three to

ten feet wide.

The spreading uses of these Top Dressers are endless:

e Fertilizer e Sand

* Top Dressing ® Grass Clippings
* Seed * Compost
Models are available with PTO or Engine Drive.

For More Information, please contact:

Avery Harris

LEWIS EQUIPMENT

(847) 537-6110

55 East Palatine Road
Prospect Heights, IL 60070
FAX (847) 537-5736

Distributor of:
pisec

TURF PRODUCTS




Performance Appraising

(continued from page 22)

the coaching period, give the
employee your undivided atten-
tion. Encourage dialogue,
especially from the employee. Ask
open-ended questions and solicit
information/examples during this
time in order to better understand
his or her feelings. Use silence as a
means to get them to verbalize.
More often than not, the employ-
ee will begin to talk during periods
of silence because it is so intimidat-
ing. These are all examples of ways
to encourage dialogue between the
employee and yourself. Remember,
the feedback your employee gives
at this point will allow you to bet-
ter understand, evaluate and
reduce perceptions.

Performance appraisals,
when utilized properly, can pro-
vide you  with  valuable

information about yourself, your _

employee and your organization.
They will provide you with a
means by which communication
lines are opened between you and
the employee, establish some
credible information by which to
properly evaluate employees, pro-
vide documentation and a system
by which raises and promotions
may be given, and offer an oppor-
tunity to fairly establish goals and
the criteria by which one may
attain those goals.

Though following the infor-
mation above will not reduce the
amount of work involved in evalu-
ating my department, I am hopeful
that it will make it easier to do so.
In addition, I feel it will hold my
employees more accountable and
responsible for their actions and
behavior and give me an opportu-
nity to resolve conflicts more
quickly and more decisively. W
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Nick Hongisto -N- Schaumburg G.C.
(continued from page 10)

the new layout is the fact that
despite the wide-ranging changes,
many of the mature trees were
able to be saved giving the course
an established feel with the benefit
of fresh playing surfaces.

Nick’s greatest challenge was
in 1993-1994 when he was respon-
sible for essentially four different
9-hole courses: Walnut Greens, the
newly finished nine holes at SGC,
the nine holes then under con-
struction, and the nine yet to be
improved. He says that getting new
turf up and maturing it to the point
where it becomes playable requires
constant attention (especially when
it turns out that a year like 1995 is
looming on the horizon). Appar-
ently, Nick has enjoyed some
success in managing new turf since
this year, for the second time,

From tree trimming

fo tree removal

Schaumburg will be hosting the
local regional qualifier for the U.S.
Open.

Nick, Diane and the boys live
in La Fox, near St. Charles, where
they are actively involved in their
church (Nick is on the building
committee, among other things).
He led the prayer breakfast at the
1997 GCSAA National Conven-
tion in Las Vegas. Nick is one of
the most computer-literate super-
intendents in the area. He spoke
at the 1996 MAGCS Annual
Meeting at Butterfield C.C. on
using the Internet and has written
articles for On Course on the sub-
ject. Nick enjoys his family and
wishes he could spend more time
with the boys, especially in the
summer. By the way, with two
boys in the house, Nick and Diane
don’t have to go out anymore to
enjoy the demolition derby. B

to hazard tree evaluation. ..




‘1 never want to work
without a TRION™ LIFT again!”

“Before, it was al-
most impossible to
see what | was do-
ing, let alone repair
it. Now everything
is right where | can
see it ., . . sitting
down!”

| “l can save an hour
or more a day on

maintenance time.”
Ed Ward

Head Mechanic, Highland
T . Hills Municipal G.C.

THE ONLY LIFT SPECIFICALLY DESIGNED
FOR GOLF COURSE EQUIPMENT

m Several models available to lift all 3- and 4-wheel
golf equipment up to 2,600 Ibs.

(815) 469-8500
(708) 301-8500

A - MIDWEST
Y= TRION |

PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

Buy when you need —
Eliminate costly storage

We sell an air-dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

HENRY FRENZER

620 Webster St.
Algonquin, IL
60102

Area Code 847
658-5303

WACKER PUMPS

Trash pumps in 2", 3,
4" and 6" sizes

Dewatering pumps in 2"
and 3" sizes

Submersibles also available

MARTIN IMPLEMENT SALES, INC.
16400 S. 104th Ave.
Orland Park, IL 60462

(708) 349-8430

[TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR TURF !

Are grubbing skunks causing thousands of
dollars worth of damage to your course?
Are beavers having a field
day with your freshly planted trees?

On Target Animal Damage Control.
Specializes in the selective control of grubbing
skunks and beaver removal. Our control
methods have proven to be 100% effective in
major golf courses in the Chicago area. Stop
spending thousands of dollars on insecticides
intended to control the grubs.

6> ON TARGET A.D.C.

P.O. BOX 469 CORTLAND, IL 60112
815-286-3039
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To Cover or Not to Cover

(continued from page 16)

greens nearest oak trees that
were shaded had developed dis-
case; and yet, on greens 20 feet
away where the sun hit the
greens, they would be fine. At
Oak Park C.C., Al also used cov-
ers on some tees. He covers the
first tee and all of the par 3 tees.
He states that inevitably some
golfers must hit balls during the
winter, and the first tee would
always take a large beating. Also,
golfers like to hit balls to a tar-
get, which is generally the green.
He used to put snow fence and

ropes around the par 3 tees and
to the par 3 greens, but then
members thought it was a great
sport to hit balls over the snow
fence. In closing, Al said the use
of covers helps the tees to regen-
erate turf and also effectively
discourages and /or shuts down
unwanted play!

There are many ways to
skin a cat, and you must decide
what works best for your situa-
tion at the course where you
work. I believe that this little
article offers insights on covers
and the many different thoughts

and uses of covers from some
successful superintendents in the
Chicago area.

In closing, I would like to
thank Tim Davis, Al Fierst, and
last, but not least, my father for
their thoughts, insights, and
time. l

Director’s Column
(continued from page 8)

ways of soliciting copy, but they all
involved some form of coercion.
I’m still new enough at this that I
believe coercion isn’t necessary.
Everyone of us has had something
happen to us that the rest of us
would benefit from knowing.
C’mon, share with the rest of the
class. The strength of this associa-
tion is the willingness of its
members to help each other. Put
something down on paper or call
Fred with some news for the “the
Bull Sheet.” If Fred receives it by
the first of the month, it’ll get in
the next month’s issue.

Thoughts from the Pasture:

I am not a turf manager; I
am a golf course superintendent.
My professional efforts are not
designed to grow grass; in fact, a
lot of what I do conflicts directly
with best management practices of
turfgrass culture.

My job is to provide golfers
with a place to play their game,
and a well-maintained putting sur-
face is a far cry from the ideal
turfgrass environment. I have
heard it said that we golf course
superintendents are the only
agronomists that grow their crop
to its detriment:
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We aren’t looking for high
yields, and our harvest isn’t mea-
sured in bushels.

We subject our fragile crop
to stresses that keep us awake at
night all for the good of the game:

* We mow our crop daily at
heights measured in hundredths
of an inch.

e We often mow when it’s wet
because it’s the only time we
can do our job.

* We roll surfaces that are already
compacted from foot traffic that
is funneled to one 4.25-inch
spot.

e These surfaces are regularly sub-
jected to footwear studded with
spikes that are longer than the
height of the turf (thankfully,
this practice is rapidly losing
favor among gentlemen and
ladies).

* We don’t irrigate the crop when
it needs it; we often have to wait
until it is on the verge of wilt.

We do these things not
because it’s good for the turf; we
do them for the good of the
game. H

Call

Richard E. Mika

DUTCH

OMPANY, INC.

* TOP DRESSING SAND

* BUNKER SAND

* PEA GRAVEL

* BOULDERS & RIP RAP

* ALL GOLF COURSE AGGREGATES

(773) 374-2303
(847) 228-9607
(219) 938-7020
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2040 Lehigh Avenue
Glenview, IL 60025

HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC. ' Telephone 847.724.8660
IRRIGATION Fax 847.724.8659

SYSTEMS

Irrigation & Pump Station Design

*

Irrigation Installation

E'y

Drainage Systems

*

Pump Station Installation

*

Irrigation Pipe & Supplies

* Pond Aerators

Algae, aquatic weeds and
scum can destroy a pond
and YOUR IMAGE!

« CUTRINE PLUS liquid and granular algae control

« COPPER SULPHATE algae control:
3 sizes available, small, medium and large crystal

« AQUATHOL K liquid and granular aquatic plant control
« SONAR AS liquid aquatic plant control

RODEO aquatic plant control

NAVIGATE aquatic plant control

WEEDTRINE D aquatic plant control

LAKEPAK biological pond clarifier

SAPPHIRE or CARIBBEAN BLUE pond colorant I
AQUASHADE pond colorant

L] . L] L] - -

For Information Call:

Arthur Clesen, Inc.

543 Diens Drive  Wheeling, IL 60090 =

(847) 537-2177 Fax: (847)537-2210
il: ACCESENTIUNG.coml Erww aclesen.com

YIATTIAA A AT
( /UU[VI E[VIAZV

Growers of Quality Sod

SERVICE!

LOCAL GROWING FOR
EASY PICKUP OR QUICK DELIVERY.
DELIVERY ON TIME, EVERYTIME.

QUALITY!

FEATURING
ELITE KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS,
BENTGRASS SOD, AND
TURF-TYPE FESCUE

PRICE!

CALL FOR A QUOTE

Chicago|

MAIN STREET
11 MILES WEST

630-557-2900

YaoNSERVIEE

INTRODUCES.....

PROFESSIONAL TURF GRASS SEED

Use CONSERYV FS LEGEND
Professional Turf Grass Seed for
your fairways, roughs, tees and
greens.

Call one of our Certified Turf Specialists today...

TINLEY PARK WAUCONDA  KANSASVILLE, WI
6730 South Street 27310 W. Case 4304 S. Beaumont
(708)532-4723 (847)526-0007 (414)878-2048

OF BATAVIA, IL
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If Golfers Only Knew . . .
(continued from page 35)

Ah, but why not just aerify
carlier? For one thing, the holes
would not heal as quickly and the
greens would still be bumpy. For
another thing, the superintendent
would have to fertilize early to
help the holes heal and that
would, you guessed it, encourages
Poa annua seedheads.

Agronomically speaking,
there is one statement that sums
it up: Winter play is bad for the
turf, bad for soil and, therefore,
bad for the golfers in the long
run even though they may not
appreciate it in February. If the
price of winter play is Poa annua
invasion, bumpy putting condi-
tions and early aerification,
where is there safe middle
ground? It is easy. Stay off the
greens and play the course back-
wards using the tees as
temporary putting greens. This
solution gives golfers a chance to
stretch their legs during the win-
ter and gives superintendents the
opportunity to properly prepare
the greens for the regular golf-
ing season.

When is it best to bring up
the topic of playing the course
backwards?  Possibly the best
time is during the week of the
U.S. Open Championship.
When the best players in the
world are rolling long putts over
the glass-like greens of the
Olympic Club, which golfer
would object to saving the greens
for the best time of year? B
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BOJO TURF SUPPLY INC.

AQUATROLS Corp.
Bio Trek

Bio Turf Gro
Emerald Isle Ltd.

Lebanon
PSA
Regal Chemical

Rhone Poulenc
Seed Research
Tingley
Turfline

Wetting Agents - Primer, Infiltrx, Aqueduct
Biological Fungicide
Liquid Probiotic Fertilizers

Biostimulants, Soil Amendments,
Biologicals, Nutrients

Country Club, Country Club II, & NX Pro
Soil Amendments

ConSyst, Systec, RegalStar,
RegalKade, Plant Protectants

26019, Aliette, Mocap, Plant Protectants
Turfgrass seeds

Rain Suits, Boots

True Surface Vibratory Rollers

Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices
24356 HARVEST HiLLS RoAD * FRANKFORT, IL 60423
800-732-9401 « 815-469-6841 » Fax: 815-469-8248




Harold F_rederickson
Migratory Bird Management

Goose Control

Have Dogs Will Travel AKC Reg. Border Collies

Servicing: - Airports

Golf Courses Housing Complexes
Office Complexes Cemeteries

College Campuses Parks

If we don't answer our phone, we're on

another wild gooSe chale
708-361-6772

Terra Care Products, Inc.
Terra Topper, Terra Broom,
Terra Pick up Sweeper
Terra Areator

JOHNSON AND ASSOCIATES

of Lombard, Inc.
ROGER O. JOHNSON
630-620-8198 - FAX 630-620-8119

T.LP., INC.
Greens Spiker/Seeder

109 E. Washington Blvd. Member
Lombard, IL 60148-2637 MAGCS ITF

Washed Sod
That Fits Your
Course To A Tee!

* PENNCROSS™ * PENNEAGLE™

BENT SOD BENT SOD
* PENNLINKS™ e XL-100 BLEND
BENT SOD SOD™

Available as H & E Hydro-cut™ Washed Sod
or traditionally cut sod with soil.

“Single Source Convenience”

GENERAL OFFICES:
3900 West 167th Street
Markham, IL 60426
Fax: 708-596-2481
Phone: 708-596-7200

HOLLEMBEAK CONSTRUCTION, INC.

Box 103 GRANART RD.
BiG Rock. IL 60511

MIKE HOLLEMBEAK
630-556-3891

CCURAJE
ANK
ECHNOLOGIES
® Precision Tank Tightness Testing; without filling your tanks
¢ All Upgrades for 1998
* Install Underground Storage Tanks
® Install Aboveground Storage Tanks

Your Complete, Professional, Tank Experts.
Please contact us at:

1-800-773-Tank, (630) 393-1998

Gregory E. Martin %rtnersh
President Ip

65 North River Lane Landscape
Architecture
Surte 201
Golf Course
Geneva, limois 60134 Architecture

630-232-9977 Land Planning

Specializing in Bedding Plants
Large Variety Fall Mums

ANTON’S

Greenhouses & Garden Cenfters

Gary Anton

ANTON'S OF EVANSTON
1126 Pitner Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202
847/864-1134

Rick & Bob Anton

ANTON'S OF KENOSHA
9140 Cooper Rd. (515t Ave.)
Kenosha, Wl 53142
414/694-2666
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Remember that this year’s com-
bined golf day will be played at
“The General,” Eagle Ridge
Resort’s new 18-hole course.
The event will be May 4 and will
accommodate 200 golfers. Both
a morning and afternoon shot-
gun will be offered, and there
will be a midday buffet for both
golfing groups. The event is
open to all, and both foursomes
or single players can register.

SsssssssssssssnasasnEaS sssssssssnssnens

Penn State students held a
contest to choose what item
from the University they would
send into space on the April 2
space flight. The student body
choose turf seed, from which a
bluegrass variety was chosen.
Once back from space, the seed
will be propagated, and the
seed from it will be used
around the state to seed the
various other PSU campuses.

sesssssssansnan Sssssssssssssssnssssnnnns

The Board of Directors would
like to remind all members to
be courteous and respectful of
others during our meetings and
educational sessions by turning

off all cellular phones and pagers.

It is very disruptive not only to
hear phones ringing but to have
people leave the meeting to take

the call or page. Please turn off
all phones and pagers when
attending your next meeting.

Besssssssssssnnnn sssssssns sssssssssannne

1998 MAGCS
Hospitality Room

Brian Bossert
Bryn Mawr C.C.

The GCSAA Conference has
come and gone, and even El
Nifio couldn’t prevent the
MAGCS hospitality room from
being a huge success. The two-
night event at the Anaheim
Marriott officially started at 5:54
p.m. on Thursday, February 5,
when Lynn Wesson requested a
gin and tonic. However, the
planning started months earlier,
and the following companies
were responsible for providing
the financial support to make
such an event possible:

Awthur Clesen, Inc.

Illinois Lawn Equipment, Inc.

J.W. Turf, Inc.

Huber Ranch Sod Nuwsery, Inc.
Turf Products, Ltd.

BOJO Turf Supply

Century Rain Aid and Legacy

Chicago Turf and
Irrigation, Inc.

EZGO/Textron
Hollembeak Construction, Inc.
Leibold Irrigation, Inc.

Lohmann Golf Designs/
Golf Creations

Midwest Turf and Tractor
Murphy’s Lemont Paving
A.S. Altum & Associates
Accurate Tank Technologies

Bayer Corporation
Buwvdett’s, Inc.

Canon Turf Supply
Chipco Specialty Products
Crown Golf Properties
Dunteman Turf Farms
Feltes Sand & Gravel
Flowtronex PSI
Halloran & Yauch, Inc.
High P.S.1., Ltd.

Johnson & Associates
of Lombard

Layne-Western Company

Lesco, Inc.

Lewis International, Inc.
Novartis

Pro Greens Turf Services
Roseman Tractor Equipment Co.
Vermeer-Illinois, Inc.

Zeneca Professional Products

These companies generously
donated $15,200 towards the

cost of the festivities. That does
top last year’s total, and judging
by all the positive comments, it
was greatly appreciated by those

in attendance. Please keep this in
mind as you make your purchasing
decisions in the upcoming year.

The first evening was marked
with several significant announce-
ments. For the first time in many
years, a chapter team from the
MAGCS won the conference
tournament. The team was
comprised of Al Pondel, Tommy
Robinson, Randy Wahler and
Bob Kronn. Additionally, Al
finished first overall with a one-
day score of 69. Congratulations
on the fine showing!

Unfortunately, all the news was
not so positive. The untimely
passing of Adolph Bertucci was
noted, and Paul Voykin gracious-
ly eulogized his longtime friend.
Adolph was a fixture at all the
(continued on page 32)
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