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Better
Compaction Relief
Better
Aeration Depths
Better
Tine Selections
Better
Manufacturing
& Warranty
Better
Because it's now
70% Faster
Better
Because it nowA costs $2,000 Less!

Better Buy One ..... Why Settle For Less?

~ <comm~J~~S!~~RI!T~~!O,!,,IN~l~<CfO~
BRYAN WOOD OWNER TOLL FREE 1-800-748-7497

D
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Call for your
state compliance sizing for your equipment

Continuous welded, solid steel construction will not
crack like concrete. Each unit is coated with a
chemical and UV-resistant paint.
With 16 standard sizes available ranging from
8' wide x 8' long to 12' wide x 20' long. We can
meet your needs.

"Rinse, Reclaim, Recycle"
An innovative poUution solution

Environmentally correct process to
reclaim tainted rinse water. Can be locat-
ed anywhere

Computerized pump system keeps
fluids within 1/4 inch depth, stain-
less steel removable screens filter
large debris.

EAGLE CONTAINER
CORPORATION

4214 Rome West Rd.
Chillicothe, IL 61523
Tel. (309) 274-5273
Fax (309) 274-4765
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ASK THE EXPERT

To Cover or Not to Cover
Daniel Albaugh
Ruffled Feathers G. C.

t;reen covers have been
around for several years
and are utilized by many
golf course superinten-

dents to minimize winter
desiccation and other winter
injuries. We have covered all the
greens at Ruffled Feathers Golf
Club for the past four winters. It is
a very labor-intensive and capital-
intensive process, and I have
observed varying results over the
four winters of experience down
here on the South Side. During
my rookie winter, I was intent on
not using any covers at all. My
reasoning was that I had worked
at two golf courses that had been
around for a very long time. At
both of these courses were two
very successful golf course super-
intendents that had never used
covers and never had any real
problems of turf loss because they
did not use covers.

It was the Monday before
Thanksgiving in the year of 1994.
We had just finished applying our
preventative snow mold control
when the course owner, my boss,
pulled up in his Jeep Grand
Cherokee. I reported to him that
we had just finished our applica-
tion of snow mold control, and
the course was ready for the win-
tef. He then asked about the
green covers. I replied that I had
worked at two golf courses that
were each almost 100 years old
and had never used covers and had
never lost turf. His reply to me
was, "I spent $40,000+ on greens
covers, and I will not have these
expensive covers turn into a
$40,000 rat's nest in those storage
trailers behind the maintenance
shop." Those were not his exact
words, but for this article, I toned
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down his speech so as not to
offend anyone. After that brief
conversation, it seemed to me that
he would like me to use the green
covers. Twelve days later, we had
finished putting the last cover in
place. The course was then ready
for winter.

During that winter
of 1994, the Chicago
area observed a very

open winter with
varying temperature

extremes. When we
pulled the covers in
mid March, I began

to see the merits
of covers.

The winter of 1995
was open and cold.
We had very windy

periods of extremely
cold weather. The

challenge in 1995
was to keep the

covers down.

During that winter of 1994,
the Chicago area observed a very
open winter with varying temper-
ature extremes. When we pulled
the covers in mid March, I began
to see the merits of covers. At Ruf-
fled Feathers, the greens are pure
sand, California-type construction

and severely contoured. During
the winter, greens of this type of
construction are subject to severe
desiccation brought about by the
dry, howling winds of our Chica-
go winters. I believe that if I had
not covered the greens, we would
have seen much more severe dam-
age than with the covers on.

The winter of 1995 was open
and cold. We had very windy peri-
ods of extremely cold weather.
The challenge in 1995 was to keep
the covers down. The frost was
deeper than it had been in years.
The covers were getting torn off
daily. We tried to put them back
on, but they would just be torn
off again the next night. The sand
greens were frozen, so it was
impossible to pound the staples
into the ground. The winds were
so severe that the covers on five of
our greens were shredded into
several pieces. By the beginning of
February, we pulled off the dam-
aged covers and made no more
attempts to recover any greens; in
fact, we just pulled the covers off
as the wind blew them off.

In 1996, we did not have as
many covers to put out because
we had lost five the year before,
and we managed to cover all but
four greens. We covered the
greens that were most unprotect-
ed. The next spring, I noted that
those uncovered greens had more
desiccation and were definitely
slower to green up than the cov-
ered greens.

As for the winter of 1997, we
covered all the greens again. We
did use quite a few more staples
because we patched together the
covers torn up in 1995.

With the unusual weather
(continued on page 14)



CANNON TURF SUPPLY, INC.

(630) 378-9200 - Office
(630) 378-9292 - Fax
(800) 457-7322 - Toll Free

Cannon Turf Supply, Inc.:
Where Success is based on
a Commitment to people ...

Romeoville, IL 60446

WE STOCK A COMPLETE
LINE OF FERTILIZERS,

GRASS SEEDS, AND
PESTICIDES FOR THE

GOLF COURSE INDUSTRY.

1227 Naperville Drive

SOUTHERN GOLF
MASTER of the LINKS
FOX VALLEY SYSTEMS
MARKERS INC.
BAYCO

& Course Maintenance Supplies

P.O. Box 1865 • Lombard, IL 60148-1865
1-630-620-5558 • FAX #1-630-627-1104

IL Toll Free 1-888- TURF-888

On Course April 1998 13



To Cover or Not to Cover
(continued from page 12)

this winter, i.e., warm, wet, with
snow cover that we have not seen
for years, the covers have given us
excellent color and the least
amount of desiccation that I have
seen since I have worked here at
Ruffled Feathers. I have been
scouting daily throughout the sea-
son to monitor for any snow mold
activity. As of February 28, we do
not have any on our greens and
tees. The big question now is
when should we pull the covers?
The greens are nice and green,
and there has been quite a bit of
growth. If I had the labor avail-
able, I would pull the covers,
mow the greens, spray them
again, then recover them. But I
do not have that luxury and will
continually monitor the greens
daily and pull those covers when
my gut feeling tells me to do so.

Here are some factors that
other superintendents use in their
management of green covers:

Julius Albaugh, CGCS, golf
course superintendent at West-
moreland Country Club in
Wilmette, Illinois, uses green cov-
ers on two USGA spec sand
greens and the practice tee. Dad
states that it is not necessary to
cover the older push-up greens.
At Westmoreland, they pulled the
covers on their greens on Febru-
ary 11. He said that the greens
that were covered do not look any
different then the greens that
were not and says that they will
not cover the greens again
because they have hardened off.
He believes that the main benefit
is seen in open winters when the
covers prevent desiccation. He
also stated that he is an old-school
superintendent, and as far as he is
concerned, the jury is still out on

the benefits of green covers. He
added that he is not so sure that
some superintendents don't use
covers as an excuse to keep people
off the greens during the off-sea-
son. Now, I find it hard to believe
that any of Chicagoland's fine golf
course superintendents would do
such a thing.

Dave Behrman, CGCS, golf
course superintendent at Midloth-
ian Country Club, used covers at
the course this past season on tees
that they sodded during the first
week of October. Dave pulled the
covers off on February 23. He
stated that he could not see a sin-
gle seam on the tees. When they
mowed the tees, they hauled away
a Cushman-load of clippings.
When at Riverside Country Club,
Dave said that he would cover all
the greens because of the pre-
dominantly high population of

(continued on page 16)

mba OMsial of Laporta VIIlter TechmIogies & Biochem Inc.

marine biochemists
Professional Aquatic Management

~ Aquatic Plant and Algae Control
• Treatment Programs
• Biological Control Programs

~ Water Qualilty Assessment
• Dissolved Oxygen
• Nutrient Levels

~ Aeration Systems
• Custom Designs, Sales and Service

~ Surface Floating Fountains
• Aqua Master @ & Aqua Control @

~ Fisheries Management
• Surveys and Stocking

~ Wetlands Mitigation
• Herbicide Management

~ Professional Consultants
604 E. North St. Suite S, Elburn, IL 60119
Phone: (630) 365-1720 Fax (630) 365-1721
800-558-51 06 ext. 106

visit us at our web site: www.marinebiochemists.com
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We've s~t over 140 years learning what works
and what doesn't. Let us save you the time.

m["gda~e u\[U/We/t[eg
INCORPORATED

ESTABLISHED 1850

HinscWe Nurseries/nc. • 7200 S. Madison. Hinsdale, Il60521. (630) 323-1411
Yorkville Fum • 8111 Route 34. Yorkville, IL 60560 • (630) 553-6411

http://www.marinebiochemists.com


• AERA'IDRS INC. Simply The Best Fountain Aerator For Your Golf Course.

Improve Water Quality And Add Beauty To Your Lakes And Ponds

CirculatorOld FaithfulWeeping WillowFanfare

Aqua-Lator' is a registered trademark of Aerators, Inc. @ Copyright 1997

J.W. Turf, Inc.
14N937 u.s. Hwy. 20
Hampshire, IL 60140
Phone: 847-683-4653
Fax: 847-683-3978

Aqua-Lator@Fountain Aerator From Aerators Inc.
• Tough stainless steel construction - the most rugged and durable Fountain Aerator.

Other fountain aerators are made with plastics and mild steel or limited stainless steel.
• Maintenance free pump motor - unlike other fountain aerators which have

oil cooled pump motors that require frequent expensive field service .
•A variety of spray patterns and horsepower. Lights optional.
• Made by Aerators Inc., with over three decades of experience

in aeration products.

Aqua-Lator Fountain Aerator ... Simply the Best

Country Club@

Start using Country Club homogeneous fertilizers, or give up the
fight against uneven feeding. Each homogeneous granule contains the
nitrogen, phosphorous, potash, and secondary and trace elements that
turf requires. The efficient mix of water-soluble and insoluble nitrogen
produces steady green-up while providing extended feeding. Call your
local Lebanon distributor or 1-800-233-0628 for more information.

Now.
Or Never.

Turf Products, Ltd.
(630) 668-5537

BOJO Turf Supply
(800) 732-9401
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To Cover or Not to Cover
(continued from page 14)

Poa annua. At Midlothian C.C.,
the bentgrass population is much
higher, and he feelsthat coversare
not worth the large investment.
Dave mentioned that he discov-
ered the advantages of covers
while at Riversidewhen they cov-
ered four greens one year and
heavy rains set in. Then the tem-
peratures dropped. The following
spring, the covered greens sur-
vived while the greens that were
not covered were severelyinjured
by crown hydration, and many of
those greens did not fully recover
until mid June. Dave also stated
that during open winters, covers
do prevent much desiccation.

Tim Davis is the golf course
superintendent at Shoreacres. Tim
has used covers in the past but has
not covered the greens at Shore-
acres for the last two seasons.
Prior to that, Tim covered all the

greens for sixyears in a row. Inter-
estingly, Tim's reasoning behind
the use of covers was to heal the
greens in after late fallaerification.
At Shoreacres, they used to aerify
in a conventional manner, that is,
before Memorial Day and after
Labor Day. As a result, Tim felt
that he was doing a disservice to
his membership. So with this in
mind, he went to the board and
presented the cost of the covers
along with his proposal to aerify
during October. The thought was
that after aerifyingwith 5/8 -inch
tines and then heavy top-dressing
the coverswould allow for a more
rapid recover or filling in of the
holes. Also, if the holes did not fill
in, the covers would minimize
most of the desiccation. Now dur-
ing the past two years, Tim has
used deep tine aerification. He
stated the difference is the hole
spacing and the fact that you are
not removing any turf (plugs)
enables the greens to fill the holes

in and recover more rapidly. In
closing, Tim did state that he is
considering the use of large 3/4 -
inch vertidrain tines that would
pull up cores and require the use
of heavy topdressing to fill these
holes. If he decides to go that
route, he will indeed use the cov-
ers agaIn.

AI Fierst is the golf course
superintendent at Oak Park
Country Club. AI uses covers on
exposed greens or greens that
have a problematic history. He
does not cover greens that
receive sun and / or historically
have had no problems. He usu-
ally covers the greens around the
first of December, or whenever
the weather sets in. This year, AI
pulled the covers February 9.
When he got back from Ana-
heim, he inspected the covered
greens and found some active
snow mold in shaded areas. The

(continued on page 26)
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Palatine Oil Co., Inc. + P.O. Box 985 + Palatine, IL 60078
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•GREENSMIX
TK

OIJR ROOTS RUN DEEP

Topdressing Sands
That are Tested and True

Greensmix pre-tests all of their topdressing
materials to ensure that the customer is receiving
a consistent gradation with each load. Weill even
include sand analysis test results with every order

upon request. Donlt trust your golf course and
greens to anything less.

New Products for 1998
• Bunker Sand Cleaner • North Face Bunker Sand

• Topdressing Sand Silos • Fines Free Topdressing Sand

• Sand Placer Truck • Custom Blended Cart Path Material

Call 800-537-1796
Company Headquarters: E34J'j Hwy. 22 & 54 . Waupaca, Wisconsin 54'181

B & G Consultants, Inc.
Proudly Introducing "SubAir"

Control The Root Zone Thru Science,
Removes Excess Moisture &

Toxic Gases From Your Greens.
We Feature A Complete Line Of

Environmentally Friendly Products
H H I Fertilizers

Organica Products
EcoSand, The Highest Quality

Natural ZeoLite Available
Penn Mulch

Pond Clarifiers
Plant Growth Activator
Axis Soil Amendments

Standard Golf
Now Featuring A New Line Of

PVC Specialty Matting Products

Call For Appointment: (847)367-7728
Mobile: (847)347-5105

Fax: (847)680-6237

BEST TURF MOWERS
FOR A QUALITY CUT.

The Bush Hog TO Series Tri-Oeck
Finishing Mowers are available in 15 or
17-foot cutting widths and are ideal for
sod growers, golf courses, land owners,

municipalities and recreational sites.

These mowers are designed for precise
cutting on even or uneven terrain ...
they feature a 30° up and 10° down

wing flex and are rated for 40 and 45
minimum tractor horsepower. Gearbox

rpm is 540, and deck construction is
rugged, 7-gauge steel. Blade tip speeds
are over 15,500 fpm, to give you finer,

cleaner cutting on each pass.
Wing decks flex side to side and front

to rear, for closer mowing.

Come in today and see why Bush Hog
Tri-Oeck Finishing Mowers are clearly

your best choice for quality.

BUSBBOG@
DIVISION OF ~ ALLIED PRODUCTS CORPORAT'ON

Building the Legend.
Roseman Tractor Equipment Co. Inc

2620 Crawford Aven ue
Evanston, IL 60201

847-864-1842 Fax 847-864-1938
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The First Annual Chemical Cup
Hockey Game: In the Books!
Henry T. Wilkinson
Professor Depts. of Plant Pathology
and Agronomy
University of Illinois Urbana-
Champaign) IL

~

ockey and golf course
superintendents might
not seem like an obvious

match to everyone in the "turf
world," but high-speed move-
ment, cutting edges, and constant
checking are things every superin-
tendent does. The idea for the
Chemical Cup was conceived at an
ITF golf day by Hank Wilkinson
(U of I turf grass professor and
wanna-be hockey player), Kerry
Andersen (Rhone- Poulenc, hock-

. ey player) and Brian Winkel
(Zeneca, refreshment organizer),
as a forum to encourage Illinois
superintendents to come and visit
the U of I campus.

On the weekend of October
21, 1997, over 20 superintendents,
sod growers, chemical salesmen
and interested friends traveled to
the U of I Urbana-Champaign

campus for two days of fun. The
hockey game was played at 11 :30
p.m. Friday night at the University
Ice Arena. There were professional
referees, game jerseys, a time keep-
er, and scorer. The two teams
squared off for more than an hour
of fast action. The black jerseys
won by two goals (they brought a
ringer!!!!!), but no one was hurt.
After the game, everyone collected
at the Turf Research Farm for brats
and nonalcoholic refreshments
cooked and served by Illinois Turf
Club President Matt Kruegal and
Vice President Andy Zimmerman.
The next day, all were invited to
attend a brunch at the Open House
for the Natural Resources and
Environmental Sciences Depart-
ment and then treated to the
Purdue- Illinois football game. It
was a great time for all.

While there were no costs to
those who attended the event, the
following individuals and their
employers gladly supported this
event. It is very satisfying to real-
ize that the Illinois Turf Industry

is much more than just a profes-
sion, it is a family of great people.

Sponsors for the event:

Kerry Andersen,
Chip co Specialty Products
Keith Kohlmann,
Dow Elanco Corporation
John Turner,
Bayer Corporation
Don Spier,
Novartis
John Anderson,
Cannon Turf Supply, Ine.
Brian Winkle,
Zeneca (formerly ISK Biosciences)
Wally Fuchs,
Turf Products, Ltd.
Dave Cygan,
Pro's Choice Products, Ine.
Jim Ellis,
Terra International, Ine.

All are welcome to attend
and/or participate in the Second
Annual Chemical Cup Event in
1998! •
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ACME MATERIALS CO .
1-800-397-1105

Weare
•gro~g ...

T
T

..•growing in sales

GREEN
DIVOT

MIX

••... groWIng In
personalized
service to you

Working to ~nhance Our World
'~ '

Nationwide products
for the green industry

••... groWing In
product selection:

"United
Horticultural SuppIYT"

Agrevo • Hayer. W.A. Cleary's
Bow • FMC• Green-Releaf@

Monsanto • Novartis • PHI Gordon
Rhone-Poulenc • Rohm & Haas
Roots • Tee- 2-Green • Zeneca

or call your sales
representative

It's in stock, and
we're ready to ship!
Call now to order:
800-411-5115

BUNKER SANDTOP DRESSING
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Performance Appraising
Glen Bereiter
Aldun G.C.

Every December, a "pre-
sent" is delivered to each
supervisor working for the

Rockford Park District. Now this
"present" is not something that is
necessarily looked upon as being
favorable. You see, each year it is
the responsibility of our fine
Human Resources Department to
deliver to us the yearly perfor-
mance appraisal forms, otherwise
known as the Grim Reaper of
paperwork. Though these are
meant to be a valuable evalua-
tion/learning/goal
setting/improvement tool, they
rarely live up to their billing.
Whether it is the fault of the per-
son doing the appraisal, the
appraisal form itself, the person
being appraised, or the follow-up,
is open for debate.

Regardless of the reason, the
fact is that most of us do not use
this opportunity properly, and
probably most dislike the task
altogether. So, our organization
decided that it was time to teach
all managers/supervisors how to
properly prepare for, administer
and follow up on this procedure.
The Rockford Park District, as it
has on several occasions, secured
the services of Gerald Olson, pres-
ident of the Leading Edge
Consulting Group, to explain to
us the advantages of performance
appraisals, how we could use this
tool to evaluate an individual fair-
ly and accurately, clarify
expectations and focus on
improvement. It is not my inten-
tion to provide information
regarding performance appraisal
forms. I know GCSAA has a good
evaluation form; but other than
that, I would imagine that every

organization's form is a bit differ-
ent and tailored to their specific
needs. The purpose of this article
is to, hopefully, help you to pre-
pare for and administer an
appraisal and allow you to maxi-
mize the amount of information
that can be gained through the
process.

There are all kinds of reasons
why the performance appraisal
experience is not a good one: dis-
tractions, a lack of documentation
to support positives or negatives, a
lack of interest by appraiser
and/ or appraisee, defensive atti-
tudes, inconsistencies, surprises,
ete. As the managers of our specif-
ic department, it is our duty to
reduce these reasons. It was
explained to us that there are
seven secrets to a successful
appraisal:

(continued on page 22)

GOLF
CREATIONS

Golf Course Construction,
Renovation and Restoration

Dan Murray, CGCS
member MAGCS

18250 Beck Road Marengo, IL 60152
Phone 815.923.1868 Fax 815.923.3662
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"Plant a tree ...
create a legacy"

• SPECIMEN LANDSCAPE MATERIAL

• CUSTOM DIGGING

• SHREDDED BARK MULCH

HORTICULTURAL ENTERPRlSES~ INC.
14440 MARENGO ROAD • UNION, ILLINOIS 60180

847-669-8658 • FAX 847-669-8662

Formerly known as WILLIAMSON NURSERY & ASSOC., INC.


