
Conserving Nature's Resources Since 1933.™
GOLF IRRIGATION

Irrigation by RainBird@
From the beginning, Rain Bird@golf irrigation has
been focused first on the needs of the golf
industry and then on developing
products that meet these
needs. Perhaps that's why
you'll see Rain Bird prod-
ucts in use on world-class
tournament courses, local
country-club courses and
municipal courses across the
country and throughout the world.

The Rain Bird commitment to product innovation,
after-sales service and the wise manage-

ment of nature's resources allows us
to better meet the irrigation

needs of the golf world.

Call your Rain Bird distributor
to find out why so many golf

courses choose irrigation by
Rain Bird.

RAIN~8IRD.
GOLF IRRIGATION

SPRINKLER

IRRIGATION
(800) 373-4120

3105 N. MAIN
EAST PEORIA, IL 61611
PHONE: (309) 699-4120
FAX: (309) 694-1009

1600 SHORE RD., UNIT A
NAPERVILLE, IL 60563
PHONE: (630) 637-9029
FAX: (630) 637-9409

27225 150TH AVE.
LONG GROVE, IA 52756
PHONE: (319) 285-5808
FAX: (319) 285-5809
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS), founded December 24,
1926, is a professional organization whose goals include preservation and dissemination of scien-
tific and practical knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.
We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.
The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.

COMMERCIAL REPRESENTATIVE
John Meyer (Jules)

Cannon Turf Supply Inc.
Home: 630-898-8922, Office: 630-898-8922

PHOTOGRAPHY
Raymond Schmitz

TURFGRASS ADVISOR
Dr. Randy T. Kane

University of Illinois & CDGA
630-954-2753

EDITOR: Fred D. Opperman
810 Greenwood Avenue
Carpentersville, IL 60110
Phone & Fax 847-428-5009 or email: magcsoc@aol.com
On Course is published monthly. All articles, double-spaced,
are required by the first of the month to make the next
issue. Advertising is sold by the column inch, sixth page,
quarter page, third page, half page and full page.
This publication is not copyrighted. We would like to share
our articles with any who would like to use them, but please
give the author and On Course credit.
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Please Call PTE For All Your Underground
& Above Ground Tank Requirements

P.T.E. 630-573-2910

.~
1

PETROLEUM
TECHNOLOGIES

EQUIPMENT, INC.
ONE TOWER LANE • SUITE 1700

OAKBROOK TERRACE, ILLINOIS 60181
PHONE 630-573-2910 FAX 708-579-9087
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REBORDER YOUR FAIRWAYS WITHz#
'""

HUBER RANCH SOD '"

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.
A Tradition - More Than 60 Years

Of Complete, Dependable, Economical Tree Service
For Private Estates, Municipalities, Schoola, Industrial Areas,

Parks and Golf Courses
(847) 475,1877

912 Pitner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202



ON COURSEWITH THE PRESIDENT

J(evin Czerkies) CGCS
Sportsman)s C.C.

7he 69th GCSAA Interna-
tional Conference and
Show is now history, but

the memories will remain with
many of us for a long time. Mid-
west members that didn't make
the trip this year missed some
excitement.

The Midwest hospitality
room was the best ever. We
obtained the largest room ever,
contributions were at an all-time
high, and the food and drinks
were outstanding. I received many
compliments on the room, but
the guy who actually deserves the
credit is Brian Bossert. Brian has
done an excellent job with the
arrangements. A lot of work goes
into planning the room. Six
months before the conference,
Brian is on the phone negotiating
with various conference hotels to
see about room availability and
costs. Then, three months before
the conference, Brian solicits for
funding from the commercial ven-
dors. Contributions from
commercial members total about
75 percent of the money needed
to run the hospitality room. As
the conference nears, Brian final-
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izes the menu with the host hotel.
Once the hospitality room begins,
Brian is there from start to finish
both nights making sure every-
thing runs smoothly and we stay
within our budget. I want to per-
sonally thank Brian for the time he
put into this and say job well
done.

Many of us realize that this
room wouldn't be what it is today
without the financial support of
the MAGCS commercial mem-
bers. I spoke with a couple of
superintendents who are slightly
older than myself during the time
I spent in the hospitality room.
They were telling me how the
room was run a decade ago. All I
can say is, we've come a long way
in a short period of time. This can
be attributed to the generosity of
the commercial members. We
must show our support to those
companies that support us. There
were many companies that donat-
ed to the hospitality room, not
just the heavy hitters, but the
smaller companies too. If you
were fortunate enough to attend
this year's hospitality room, you
know how good it was, so don't
forget to say thank you to the
commercial members that sup-
ported this event and to Brian
Bossert for his outstanding
efforts.

The Midwest was well repre-
sented at the conference. As
mentioned last month, we had
several winners of environmental
awards, and the list of GCSAA
golf tournament winners that
Luke Strojny was reading off
sounded like the prize list at a
MAGCS meeting. But, for those
of you who missed it, Ed Braunsky
delivered the best speech at the
innovative superintendent session.
He managed to bring an early
morning crowd to laughter. The

use of slides, combined with his
sense of humor, enlightened the
crowd of nearly 2,000. His speech
was entitled "The State of the
Superintendent." Maybe we can
get Ed to give it again at a Mid-
west meeting.

Speaking of Ed and Luke,
while I was attending the gala and
was listening to Trisha Yearwood
sing her country hits, it seemed
these two were putting on a show
of their own at the Quality Hotel
lounge. It was karaoke night, and
when you get a few cocktails in
these guys, they loosen up quite a
bit. Ed got up and sang "Feel-
ings," "Rhinestone Cowboy," and
"I Say a Little Prayer for You,"
while Luke belted out "Ring of
Fire," and "Margaritaville."
Unfortunately, Tom Savage, Greg
Thalmann, and Ernie Corsi were
the only Midwest guys to witness
this most unforgettable event.

Peter Jacobsen, Dan Quayle,
and Ken Venturi were among the
celebrities to address the GCSAA
attendees during the conference.
Mr. Jacobsen is an individual who
isn't afraid to say what's on his
mind. During his keynote speech,
he stated that the golf course
superintendent is the "Most Valu-
able Person at the golf course."
He was so moved by the GCSAA
Foundation Endowment Cam-
paign that he donated $25,000 to
its cause.

On a sad note, while most of
us were at the conference, we lost
a dear friend and longtime
MAGCS member, Adolph Bertuc-
ci. Many of us wanted to be at
Adolph's funeral and felt bad that
we couldn't. At the hospitality
room, Paul Voykin said a few
words about Adolph, and a
moment of silence was observed.

(continued on page 6)



~reencyc'~M
~ndscape Products
Bulk deliveries in the Greater Chicago area

COMPOST
Compost provides essential

micronutrients to make turf and
ornaments grow faster and healthier.
Composts ability to retain moisture
reduces drought shock. Its microbial
content improves soil texture for better
air and water circulation and reduced
compaction. After fertilizer applications,
compost retains added nutrients and
makes them plant-available as needed
- allowing reduced application rates.

• Divot repair mixes
• Top dressing high traffic areas -

fairways, rough, practice areas
• Preparing beds for ornamental plants
• Preparing soil for new seed or sod
• Backfilling when transplanting

Call
GreenCycle Incorporated

400 Central Avenue, Suite 200
Northfield, Illinois 60093

847-441-6606
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On Course With the President
(continued from page 4)

Adolph was known and loved by
everyone. We'll truly miss him.
Rest in peace, Adolph.

April brings us our first golf
meeting of the new season. So
dust off your clubs and come out
and play at Schaumburg Golf
Club. Nick Hongisto will be our
host. Nick always has his course in
excellent condition. I'll see you
there.

Kevin Czerkies, CGCS
President, MAGCS

TURFTALIZ
630/898-6168
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• Supplier and installer
of quality large caliper
Shade, Ornamental
and Evergreen trees.

• Reducedpricing on
select stockdue to future
development plans of
our nursery.

• Perfect for instant
shade, windbreaks,
screening and beauty.

• Contact us for a
tour of the nursery,
current availability
and/or pricing.

• (847) 949-6667
(847) 949-6668 fax

~. 'Poul:s £andscaping
~ & :Nursery) Inc.

6754 W. Indian Creek Road
Long Grove, Illinois 60047

DHVfRSITY 01 II [1\;OlS \1 LRM'.\.CII,\\fP,\IC'

Turfgrass Science
NR":S -- »epnrtmcnt of Natura" Rcsourcl'S

and Jo:O\'iromncntal Sciences

http://www.turf.uiuc.edu

http://www.turf.uiuc.edu


CALL:
BILL MORGAN

TOM RALPH
PAYLINE WEST

225 N. RANDALL RD.
ST. CHARLES, a 00174

630/584-8700
FAX 630/584-4453

Supplying the Chicagoland area with excellent service
and technical expertise for over 28 years ...

We deliver... •Aquatic Products
• Block Retaining Wall
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Drain Tile
• Fertilizers
• Geotextile Fabrics
• Grass Seed
• Herbicides
• Hose

2N 255 County Farm Road, West Chicago, l 80185

630-668-5537

• Insecticides
• Irrigation Parts
• Marking Paint
• Specialized Pesticides
• Spreaders
• Spray Equipment
• Tee and Green Equipment
• Terra Shield Green Cover
• Tree Fertilizer
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN

Arthur Clesen, Inc

There are several problems
that all the attendees had in com-
mon, the first being those related
to production, deadlines, ad
copy, postage-that sort of thing.
I had no idea of the complexity
of producing a publication the
size and quality of On Course)
and I still don't really understand
the whole gamut (don't get hit
by a bus, Fred).

I could relate to the second
problem. Each and every newslet-
ter editor in that room, from the
superintendent who whipped out
a two-pager each month all by
himself to the guy from Florida
who, along with his staff, pub-
lished in excess of 100 pages every
month, complained about how
hard it was to get their members
to contribute original articles.
Some of the guys (and girls-
many editors are of the female
persuasion) had some pretty clever

(continued on page 26)

FOR INFORMATION CALL:

I am grateful for the contin-
ued participation of the Editorial
Committee members, and I will
work to ensure that our publica-
tion continues to meet our
membership's expectations.

• Oversize turf
tires for
safety

• Computer
controlled
dispersion
system

• Extremely
accurate
applications.

Trained and licensed applicator provided

My previous experience in
publishing was limited to throw-
ing newspapers on porches when I
was a kid. Suspecting this, Presi-
dent Czerkies asked me if I would
attend the chapter newsletter edi-
tor's workshop in Anaheim at the
National. Fred and I both attend-
ed (Fred for the umpteenth time,
me for the first), and I was
exposed to valuable insights
shared by newsletter editors from
around the nation.

a lot of credit along with Fred and
Mark, our graphic artist, in taking
On Course through the growing
pains of the first years.

543 Dlens Drive. Wheeling, IL 60090 • (847) 537-2177 • FAX (847) 537-2210

Fred Behnke
Mount Prospect G.C.

It has been a couple of years
since the Bull Sheet became On
Course along with the attendant
improvement in production quali-
ty, and I would be remiss if I
didn't mention the incredible
contribution Jim McNair, the out-
going editorial committee
chairman, had in making the
vision of the Board of Directors
into a reality. He and the Editori-
al Committee that he put together
(Dan Anderson, John Gurke,
Randy Kane, Mike Mumper, Pat
Norton, Ray Shmitz, Paul Yerkes
and, this year, Luke Cella) deserve
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7he chair assignments of the
1998 version of the
MAGCS Board of Direc-

tors find me with the Editorial
Committee-scary isn't it. Really
though, I'm honored to be
entrusted with assisting our capa-
ble editor, Fred Opperman, in
producing the magazine you are
currently reading. Some of the
members of our association
belong to MAGCS solely because
On Course comes with the price of
admission. I know everyone
enjoys getting it, and if you are
like me, it's the first thing opened
and read in that day's mail. On
Course is the voice of the
MAGCS; and since we've begun
sending it to other course officials,
our readership is wider than it has
ever been.



Groundsmaster@ 455-D

630-773-5555
FAX 630-773-4273

A flexible 10'/2 foot out-front
mower that combines large scale
productivity and durability with
the agility of a trim mower.

The first truly mid-sized mowers
for perfect fairways. With abundant
power to superbly cut even the
toughest, thickest turf.

Reelmaster@ 6500-D/6700-D

630-773-5555
FAX 630-773-4273



SUPER -N- SITE PROFILE

Nick Hongisto -N- Schaumburg (iolf Club

SERVICE • PARTS • SALES • RENTALS

ARBORIST & SAFETY SUPPLIES

renovation was closer to a rebuild-
ing because the master plan
included some hole reroutings, a
new maintenance center to the
tune of $800,000, and over $3.5
million in "on course" improve-
ments. The remaining $1+ million
went to build a new clubhouse.
The renovation process was
phased in over three years, one
nine at a time. The entire project
was bid out, each nine as a sepa-
rate project, and resulted in four
different contractors being
involved in building the golf
course and installing the irrigation
system. Nick credits Bob Lohman
and his staff with riding herd over
this potentially troublesome situa-
tion and says you can't tell one
nine from the other in terms of
construction quality control. One
of the distinguishing features of

(continued on page 24)

MEETS YOUR NEEDS

• Stump Cutters

• Dump Bodies

• Chippers

• Chain Saws

• Aerial Trucks

• Spray Rigs

SERVICE & PARTS FOR
MAJOR BRANDS OF:

AERIAL
EQUIPMENT, INC.

The new Schaumburg Golf
Club boasts 27 holes, is designed
by Bob Lohman, and features
bentgrass greens, tees and fair-
ways. Nick says that the

No.6 hole of the tournament course.

Concrete Acres to those of us who
played the course years ago) and
poured over $5 million into reno-
vating the golf course.

Fred Behnke
Mount Prospect G. C.

Nick is the golf course super-
intendent for the Schaumburg
Park District and our host for the
MAGCS first golf meeting of 1998
at the Schaumburg Golf Club.
Nick also manages the turf for the
park district's other fine golf
course, Walnut Greens. Together
with his assistants, Jim Roberts at
Schaumburg and Bob Czajka at
Walnut Greens, Nick provides 36
holes of quality golf for the resi-
dents of Schaumburg where green
space is at a premium.

Nick spent some time at NIU
and graduated from Kishwaukee
College in 1983, where he current-
ly serves on their Horticultural/
Agricultural Advisory Board. He
got his start in the golf business at
the Kishwaukee Country Club
working on the grounds from 1978
through 1983. In 1986, after a
couple of years away from golf,
Nick was hired by the Schaumburg
Park District to take care of their
new 9-hole golf course and has
been there ever since.

1f)hen Nick Hongis-
to finally got a
lovely coed at North-

ern Illinois University named
Diane to agree to go out with him,
he knew the evening had to be spe-
cial. So he got front row tickets to
the local Demolition Derby, and
they spent the evening dodging fly-
ing bumpers and mufflers. When
he finally caught up with Diane
again, he must have done some
pretty fast talking, because today
they're married and have two boys,
Andy (age 9) and Peter (age 7).

In 1990, the Schaumburg
Park District bought the financial-
ly strapped Golden Acres Country
Club (known affectionately as

AERIAL EQUIPMENT, INC.
2381 South FosterAvenue

Wheeling, IL 60090
(847) 398-0620

THE INDUSTRY'S BEST KEPT SECRET
Aerial Equipment Service Dept. Hours:

Mon. - Fri. 6:00 AM - 12:00 Midnight
Saturday 6:00 AM - 12:00 Noon
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