
dirt and snow, edge, blow, chip,
aerate and more - in minutes. Find
out why the 410 is so easy to get
attached to. See your authorized
Steiner dealer today.

STEINER

TIlE STEINER
A TURF TRACIDR WITH A DIFFERENT TWISf

It'seasy to
get attached to

Roseman Tractor Equipment Co. Inc
2620 Crawford Avenue
Evanston, IL. 60201

847-864-1842 Fax 847-864-1938

Looking to move up to the qual-
ity of a Steiner? You'll find the
same quality Steiner engineering
- with many of the capabilities of our
most powerful models - in our four-
wheel drive 410. It's designed for

smooth handling with our unique
articulated frame, low center of
gravity, high flotation tires and
responsive power steering. Best of all,
thanks to its "Quick-Hitch" attach-
ments, you're ready to mow, move

PUTZ'C»UR
MaNn
"""ERE YOUR

1MITH
CHIPCO@
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RHONE-POULENC AG COMPANY
p.o. Box 12014,2 'IW Alexander Drive

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
1-800-334-9745
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SUPER -N- SITE PROFILE

Dan Albaugh -N- Ruffled Feathers Golf Club

EVERGREEN
Protective Covers

Ray Schmitz
Flossmoor C. C.

'1t was indeed a pleasure to
visit with Dan Albaugh,
superintendent of Ruffled

Feathers Golf Club, and tour the
golf course.

Ruffled Feathers is an
upscale gated community provid-
ing 18 holes of challenging golf.
The course was designed by Pete
Dye and his son P.B. Dye. It is
believed to be their first joint ven-
ture in golf course design. There
are 28 acres of federally protected
wet lands throughout the golf
course; and in cooperation with
the Audubon Society Adopt-a-
School Program, Ruffled Feathers
is seeking help from Lemont
Township High School in the
management of these areas. The
golf course has five sets of tees,
and its most challenging rating is
73.1-134 slope from the black
tees at 6,878 yards. The golf
course recently became the home
of the Illinois PGA and is
managed by American Golf
Corporation.

RUFFLED.FEATHERS
GOLF~CLUB

Bubba and Dan Albaugh

degrees from Southern Illinois
University. One degree is in geog-
raphy, and the other degree is in
plant science. He also earned the
ti tle of Master Gardener and

presently serves on the Education
Committee for MAGCS. His
favorite pastime is deer hunting
with bow and arrow where he
holds three Pope and Young
bowhunting records for North
American white-tailed deer. One
of Dan's prized possessions is a
1979 Harley motorcycle.

The design and character of
Ruffled Feathers will be an excel-
lent test of golf for the MAGCS
championship participants. Bring
an ample supply of golf balls in
case you stray from the 40 acres of
bent grass fairways. Dan is looking
forward to hosting the tourna-
ment September 22, 1997. The
members of MAGCS extend their
appreciation to Ruffled Feathers
for their generosity .•

A golf course of this quality
could not be successful without
help from Dan's assistant, Joe
Franssen. Another member of
Dan's crew is Bubba, his
Chesapeake Bay retriever, whose
responsibility is goose control-a
large task, indeed, with all the water
and wetlands on the property.

This is Dan's fourth year at
Ruffled Feathers. He started
working on golf courses at a very
young age with his father, Julie
Albaugh, superintendent at
Westmorland Country Club. Dan
also served as assistant superinten-
dent to the late Bruce Sering at
Glenview Club for eight years. He
holds two bachelor of science
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• Quality green covers protect and promote growth

• Patented weave construction allows covers to "breathe"

• Minimizes risk from high temperatures ... retains neces-
sary warmth for early plant growth

• 85% transparent allowing grass to receive enough sun-
light to survive winter cold

• Available in stock and custom sizes

FOR fNFORMA TION CALL:

Arthur Clesen, Inc.
543 Diens Drive Wheeling I IL 60090
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Palatine Oil Co., Inc. + P.O. Box 985 + Palatine, IL 60078

CANNON TURF SUPPLY, INC.

1227 Naperville Dr.
Romeoville, IL 60446

Where Success Is Based on a
Commitment to People ...
STOCKING A COMPLETE LINE OF PESTICIDES, FERTILIZERS,
GRASS SEED AND ACCESSORIES FOR THE TURF PROFESSIONAL

Quality Products for the Turfgrass Professional

TOLL FREE 800-457-7322
(630) 378-9200

Fax (630) 378-9292
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Golf Cart Usage
(continued from page 10)

U.S. Open in the Chicago area in
1990, stated that prior to the
event cart traffic was restricted on
course No. 3 for one month
before the tournament. Danny
stated in addition to compaction,
the roughs become matted down,
producing poor lies. The rough
does not stand erect and upright
as needed for such an event.
Danny also stated that he believes
that 90 percent of the damage
caused at the course he maintains
is caused by cart traffic.

Dave Ward, superintendent
at Olympia Fields Country Club,
hosted the USGA Senior Open
last June. Dave also held golf cart
traffic off the course that he main-
tained for three weeks prior to the
Seniors event. Dave said it is
amazing how rapidly the turf
healed before the event. Typically,
there are no cart restrictions, bar-
ring the weather, at Olympia
Fields.

My next door neighbor at
Cog Hill Golf and Country Club
hosts the Western Open on an
annual basis. Ken Lapp holds carts
to cart paths only for two weeks
before the Western. He also closes
the course to play one week

Golf has a very rich
history and tradition,
more so than any other
sport. It is a game of
honor and integrity
where there are no

referees but the
players themselves.

before. He plans to do the same
for the U.S. Amateur this August,
except the course will be open for
play the week before the Amateur.

Golf has a very rich history
and tradition, more so than any
other sport. It is a game of honor
and integrity where there are no
referees but the players them-
selves. Golf has captured a wide
audience and has had many wide-
ly-known players through the ages
from Old Tom Morris, Chick
Evans, Gene Sarazen, Arnold
Palmer, Jack Nicklaus and today's
greats like Tiger Woods and Justin
Lenards. People love to watch
these players. They emulate their
favorites. Tiger won at Augusta
using the Titleist Cameroon
Putter. Our pro shop still cannot
keep it stocked. John Daly hit
300-yard drives with the Big
Bertha driver! So everyone must
have a Big Bertha driver. All I
know is that I have never seen
Arnold, Jack, or Tiger hop on a
cart and drive down a fairway. I
am still waiting for the general
golfing public to hop on the "play
like the pros, and let's walk"
bandwagon .•

GCSAA's691hlntemationalGolf Course
Conferenceand Show, ,
February 2-8, 1998

Anaheim Convention Center
Trade Show: February 6-8

Thursday through Sunday, Feb. 5-8

Saturday, Jan. 31, Practice Round

Sunday, Feb. 1, Four Ball Championship

Monday and Tuesday, Feb. 2-3,
Championship

REGISTER TODAY!

c9'CSAA c9'olf £bllmpiollsbip

1lducIltiolllli J'essio1lS <f} 6fo1'llms

r5j) ist1'ibuto1' 6jJ review @four
Friday, Feb. 6

eftduwtiolllli J'emillll1'S
Monday through Thursday, Feb. 2-5
and Saturday, Feb. 7--Friday through Sunday, Feb. 6-8

~I~1421 Research Park Drive~I~Lawrence, KS • 66049-3859~U 'J 800/472-7878
".Aiiif.1'" www.gcsaa.org

1~tS! IDlgu~~.e era, ,t . I&~~2Ov"" Jr~GtlOn,
l )) ~ r

~

eming soon to Anaheim, Calif., the 69th International Golf Course Conference
and Show will be held in the Anaheim Convention Center. Don't miss this action-
packed week of educational opportunities, the newest golf course products and services,
and the chance to network with fellow professionals.
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Supplying the Chicagoland area with excellent service
and technical expertise for over 28 years ...

We deliver... •Aquatic Products
• Block Retaining Wall
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Drain Tile
• Fertilizers
• Geotextile Fabrics
• Grass Seed
• Herbicides
• Hose

2N 255 County Farm Road, west Chicago, l 80185

630-668-5537

• Insecticides
• Irrigation Parts
• Marking Paint
• Specialized Pesticides
• Spreaders
• Spray Equipment
• Tee and Green Equipment
• Terra Shield Green Cover
• Tree Fertilizer

CALL:
BILL MORGAN

TOM RALPH
PAYLINE WESf

225 N. RANDALL RD.
ST. CHARLES, IL 60174

630/584-8700
FAX 630/584-4453
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Look
Out for
Lightning
on the
Links!
Jozsef deI(ovacs

Editors note: Thanks to I(en
I(rausz) editor of The
GREENERSIDE (Official
Publication or the GCSA of
New Jersey) for permission to
reprint this article on lightning.
It sure got my attention when
I read it) and I am sure it will
initiate some conversation at
your club and among fellow
superintendents as well.

/lccording to the New
Jersey Law Journal) a
New Jersey court has

passed down the nation's first
known ruling that lightning is not
an act of God when it hits a golfer.
The court cited breakthroughs in
engineering and forecasting that
have given golf courses the capa-
bility to protect golfers from light-
ning. Therefore, though courses
don't have an affirmative duty to
protect their patrons from light-
ning, they are liable if they estab-
lish protective systems and the sys-.
terns don't work. The opinion
suggests that courses can escape
liability if, in effect, they decline to
interpose themselves between
God and golfers.

In this case, the Atlantic City
Country Club's practice was to
monitor the weather, and it had
an evacuation plan that consisted
of the golf course personnel dri-
ving onto the course to warn
golfers. According to the defense,
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a United States Golf Association
(USGA) poster placed in the club-
house recommended immediate
reaction to dangerous situations
and advised golfers to seek shelter
if you feel danger from lightning
or storm is imminent. In March

A New Jersey court
haspassed down the
nationJsfirst known
ruling that lightning
is not an act of God
when it hits a golfer.

1993, a foursome on the course
noticed lightning and began walk-
ing toward the clubhouse (there
were no man-made shelters along
the way). The plaintiff put up an
umbrella and was subsequently

struck by lightning. He survived,
but was injured and sued the club
and its owners.

This case sets new prece-
dence that lightning is increasing-
ly falling into the category of hur-
ricanes and tornadoes-disasters
that have become more pre-
dictable. All managers should
consider their options and
research the expense associated
with installing a warning system
and shelters .•

Note: Lightning Safety posters
(14)) x 20))) are available through
the USGAfor $1 each) or $75 per
100. Lightning Safety Tips stickers
(4)) x 6))) are available for $2.50
per package of 20. To order these
materials) please call the USGA at
(908) 234-2300.



MAXILINK
FREEDOM

100% WIRELESS
OPERATION

SPRINKLER

~~)/~
I R RIG A -T ION

1-800-373-4120
Addison • East Peoria • Rock Island

MAXILINK (Maxi Wireless)
Upgradeyour current irrigation management
system without the ugly mess and
hassle of open trenches

FREEDOM
Put the power of central
control in your hand.

Retrofits to
any Maxi
central
control
system

B & G Consultants, Inc .
240 Annapolis Dr. Vernon Hills, IL

Phone: 847-367-7728
Fax: 847-680-6237

Mobile: 847-347-5105
Distributors For:

PennMulch - Breakthru
Bio-safe Products

Axis D.E. Soil Amendments
Power Pond Restoration
Kno-Marks Ball Repair
Standard Golf Supplies
HHI Organic Fertilizers

Poly Coats & SCU Blends
Stranco Water Treatment Systems

Personally Tagged Trees
And Now

Contract Aerification

..LeROI.

Air Compressors

• Rent by the day, week, month
• 100 - 150 PSI, 100 CFM - 1600 CFM
• CA~ diesel engine powered

1-800- RENT -121
~a"en \ """

\'O'N~R S~S"l~"'S IiIIiI
615 W. Lake Street • Elmhurst, IL 60126
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UST Upgrading V5. Removal
Steven H. Berning
President
Accurate Tank Technologies) Inc.

• Irrigation Design & Installation

• Drainage Systems

'7 recently read an article about
a UST removal which moti-
vated me to write this article

about keeping and upgrading your
UST (underground storage tank)
where fuel is needed on-site.

Removal of a UST can be an
experience that is not pleasant. All
that is necessary to keep and
upgrade a UST is a state permit
which is easy to obtain and takes
30 days. The upgrade can cost on
average from as low as $3,000 for
one UST to as much as $15,000
for two USTs, depending on size
and makeup of the tank( s).

No state inspector is required
on-site for the construction phase
for most upgrades, unless repiping
is desired by you and is a part of
the scope of the job. Therefore,
the state inspector will not be
required (for most upgrades) on
your property until the job is done
and the final drive-by is performed
by them to see that the permitted
activity indeed took place. Usually
little or no soil needs to be cleaned
up with an upgrade. Generally, no
soil samples are required for an
upgrade since the tank site is not
being closed out. Past fuel spills
usually do not become a problem
with upgrades; and, therefore, no
EPA incident report, 20-day report
and 45-day report will be neces-
sary, as well as state report filing for
reimbursement.

All that is
necessary to keep

and upgrade
a UST is a state
permit which is

easy to obtain and
takes 30 days.

HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC.
IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS

always the cheapest job in the long
run. Interview the contractor to
determine their philosophy, histo-
ry and quality of work.

After you are done upgrad-
ing your UST, you will have
something when you are done-a
fueling system to use-so you can
get your work done safely and
convenien tly.

A special thanks to Greg
Thalmann for his article in July,
for promoting the use of MAGCS
commercial sponsors and support-
ers. All of us appreciate this
thought and support.

2040 Lehigh Avenue
Glenview, IL 60025

Telephone 847.724.8660
Fax 847.724.8659

No consultants are necessary
with upgrades if you select a state
licensed contractor who belongs
to IPECA (Illinois Petroleum
Equipment Contractors Associ-
ation) and is in good standing, has
been successful with the upgrade
business and has done UST
upgrade work. Low price is not
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• Pump Station Work & Consultation

• Irrigation Pipe & Supplies



ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

We sell an air-dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

Distributed by:
Bud Edman
E - 3 Turf Products
630-985-3974

FLORA TINE
PRODUCTS GROUP

620 Webster St.
Algonqutn, IL

60102
Area Code 847

658-5303

HENRY FRENZER

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

~ Introduces ...

IAFORNl
-- --- ------ -- --- --- ---.---!!!!!!!!!

iiiiiiiiiii------------.. ---. ------- ---- -

Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices
24356 HARVEST HILLS ROAD • FRANKFORT, IL 60423

800-732-9401 • 815-469-6841 • Fax: 815-469-8248

Triaf0l'IIlrM Technology is a superior alternative to any
traditional fertilizer you've ever used. It's patented, envi-
ronmentally sound process dramatically improvesthephysi-
cal characteristics of a homogeneous fertilizer granule
while delivering excellent agronomic performance and
handling. Triaform technology offers better methylene
urea (MU) nitrogen distribution to deliver more available
nitrogen to the plant.

An innovation you'd expect from a name you can trust.

I~] For details, call your
~ ProTutf Tech Rep
ProTurj;

or 1-800-543-0006 today.

AQUATROLS Corp.
Sio Trek
Sio Turf Gro
Emerald Isle Ltd.

Lebanon
PSA
Regal Chemical

Rhone Poulenc
Seed Research
Tingley
Turfline

Wetting Agents - Primer, Infiltrx, Aqueduct
Biological Fungicide
Liquid Probiotic Fertilizers
Biostimulants, Soil Amendments,
Biologicals, Nutrients
Country Club, Country Club II, & NX Pro
Soil Amendments
ConSyst, Systec, RegalStar,
RegalKade, Plant Protectants
26019, Aliette, Mocap, Plant Protectants
Turfgrass seeds
Rain Suits, Boots
True Surface Vibratory Rollers
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The Naturalized Golf Course
(continued from page 34)

whether we are architects, super-
intendents, contractors, develop-
ers, or golf professionals, could
recite from memory.

Our very inexperienced golf
course ownership group, you see,
had purchased a potentially fine,
but still very raw, public golf
course the previous spring. The
original developers had dreamed,
conceived, planned, financed,
sweated, and finally constructed
this golf course/real estate devel-
opment from the ground up. They
built this golf course at a
much lower cost than most
contemporary courses.

As the story goes, it
also required a huge risk by
Midwest Irrigation, who
installed the irrigation, fin-
ish grading, and seeding, all
with the real possibility of
not getting paid for their
work due to another col-
lapse of financing. There
was no capital for such lux-
uries as USGA greens,
extensive grading and earthmov-
ing, car paths, landscaping, sod-
ding, a well-known course archi-
tect, or the routing, grading, and
grassing plans that accompany
such an architect. Needless to say,
the clubhouse was, and still is, a
glorified office trailer. This
October will see us begin the con-
struction of our new clubhouse-
nothing fancy, but it will be very
tasteful and functional.

After about four years, the
dream of these original developers
finally died. Financial problems
forced them to sell off first the
golf course, then finally almost all
of their financial interest in the
real estate development.

The sellers then were in the
unenviable, but inevitable, posi-
tion of looking back on "their
project" in hindsight: what could
have, and should have, happened
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for them on their golf develop-
ment journey did not happen, for
a variety of reasons.

Many of the negative cir-
cumstances were just beyond their
control; and they did not have the
financial resources to keep
"weathering the storm," ultimate-
ly resulting in their selling the
course to us. Of course, the golf
course, which my ownership
group acquired, was purchased at
a very favorable price by us.

In doing so, the buyers
assumed the debt of the seller and
thereby "got them off the finan-
cial hook." It's an often repeated
story in American business in
which entrepreneurs sometime
don't reach the pot of gold at the
end of the golf rainbow.

What was designed and
ultimately built was a solid, 6,300-
yard very playable golf course.
There are some very easy golf
holes, and there are some great,
challenging holes. We have very
large tees, which serve us very
well. We have very large, easy-to-
putt greens built of native soil. We
have a very good, double-row
Toro system and a very good
pump station.

Over the past five years,
these greens, tees, and fairways,
ably grown in by Doug Eggert,
now superintendent at the

Sanctuary in New Lennox, have
developed quite nicely with
Penncross surfaces. Today, of
course, I'm sure that either Doug
or I would probably make some
different bentgrass choices. But all
of us as superintendents play the
cards dealt us in the most intelli-
gent manner possible, and almost
always produce playable results
that our golfers do appreciate.

The original routing of this
course did not utilize all of the
available land, resulting in huge,

out-of-play areas spread out
over our 190 acres. In one
sense, it's a shame that the
routing didn't take full
advantage of the landscape.
On the other hand, that mis-
take permitted us to estab-
lish our pheasant habitat /
prairie grass / wildflower
areas on a fairly large scale.

So, among his recom-
mendations for our owner-
ship group, Leon highly
recommended that we

incorporate "the natural look"
into our rather large golf course.
Initially, we were all thinking of
fine leafed fescues along with
wildflowers. There was not much
talk of the prairiegrasses being
used.

After a few months, one of
our owners contacted Pheasants
Forever of Grundy County. It
seems that almost all of our own-
ers were longtime boosters of PF.
It also became quicldy known to
us that PF sponsored a pheasant
habitat improvement program
within the county, utilizing main-
ly prairiegrasses.

And, best of all, they were
looking hard for landowners will-
ing to convert idle land to wildlife
habitat for "a long-term, indefi-
nite period of time" and were will-
ing to donate all seed and use of

(continued on page 22)


