I TORO. | Reelmaster® 5100-D/5300-D

Available in two powerful diesel
engine choices- 23 hp or 32 hp.

630-773-5555
FAX 630-773-4273

Now you can aerate 61,000
square feet an hour at

exceptional hole quality,
plus adjustable coring
depth control.

630-773-5555
FAX 630-773-4273

1170 W. Ardmore ¢ Itasca, lllinois 60143
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS) is a professional organization
founded in 1927 whose goals include preservation and dissemination of scientific and practical
knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.
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ON COURSE WITH THE PRESIDENT

heard a great line at the
9GCSAA convention in Las

Vegas. On Sunday of the
conference, there was a general
educational session titled “Grow
Your People Skills.” C. Michael
Jousan of the Clear Communi-
cation Company talked about
good people skills. He stated,
“Keep your words soft because
you may need to eat them some-
day!” How true this is. My
thought is today’s golfers better
keep their spikes soft, or they may
not play someday! The soft spike
charge is on.

Let me tell you about some
of the facts about soft spikes. The
MAGCS will be “spikeless” at all
of our events this year. We will
have soft spikes available but
would like to have our members
change them on their own before
a Midwest event. Talk to Luke
Strojny, our golf chair, about
receiving some. I recently read an
article in the Aurora Beacon News
by Bill Kindt about the momen-
tum of soft spikes. Some of the
facts in the article include:

* Every public and private
course in Tulsa, Oklahoma, will be
spikeless this year.
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* The Weekly Golf Chal-
lenge Tour will be spikeless for all
of its 28 events.

e The Illinois PGA will
make spikeless shoes mandatory
for its events in 1997.

* Many private clubs within
the ranks of the Midwest are
spikeless already.

e Several public courses,
such as Ruffled Feathers, Odyssey
and Orchard Valley, will push for
the use of soft spikes in 1997.

Our own Jim “Bradley Boy”
McNair will try a novel idea this
year. Jim plans to rope off a sec-
tion of his practice putting green
to soft spikes only. He hopes to
show golfers the difference
between steel spikes and soft
spikes. I think that Jim has a great
idea there. Communication will
be the key in making the switch
from steel to soft. Maybe a few
other facts will help convince the
golfers at your club to make that
change.

According to a USGA study,
the average golfer wears 12 spikes
on cach shoe and takes an average
of 56 steps on each green. On an
18-hole facility with 200 rounds
being played, that makes 2.5 mil-
lion spike marks per day. While
you tour your course in the late
afternoon, you will see the after-
math of a long day of play.
Communicate to your players that
a soft spike green will not be as
torn up as the old steel spikes.
Take a survey to see what the
golfers want. Have people talk to
clubs that are near your own to
see how they feel about changing
over. I know a switch to straight
sand topdressing forced my club
to make the change. Other clubs
may be in the same boat.

Comfort, safety and tradi-
tion may be some of the reasons
given for not making the change.
Many people I have talked to
enjoy the feel of spikeless. Have
your players try them out.
Safetywise, not many incidents
have been reported, as far as I
know. Tradition will always be a
strong reason for not making the
change. Tradition continues to be
thrown out the window everyday.
The golfers of the "90s demand
the best conditions that money
can buy. Tell your golfers to go
out and spend a few bucks on a
pair of soft spikes. I think they
will like the change! Now, on to
divots, ball marks, geese . . .

ARty

Ed Braunsky, CGCS
President, MAGCS



From tee to tee . . .

Nothing Greens a Course Like Sod.

Look who’s been using Central Sod
to improve their courses . . .

Ruffled Feathers

Cog Hill
Wynstone
Stonebridge
White Eagle
Tamarack
Riverside Golf
Heritage Bluffs
Orchard Valley
Skokie CC

Blackberry Oaks
Naperbrook GC
Cantigny
Naperville CC
Illinois Center
Broken Arrow
Mill Creek
Hidden Valley
Oak Brook GC
Rockford CC

Fox Bend

Seven Bridges
Carillon GC
Highland Park
Sunset Valley
Lake Point GC
Downers Grove
Meadow Lake
Waveland GC
Harborside Links

See the lmpact Central Sod can have
on your course.
Complete consultation, delivery
& installation available.

LENTRAL

SOD FARMS, INC.
1-800-310-0402

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.

A Tradition — More Than 60 Years

Of Complete, Dependable, Eoonomical Tree Servi

“For Private Estates, Municipalities, Schoolsy Industrial
Parks and Golf Courses

(847) 475-1877
912 Plt:ner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202

Since 1930

On Course May 1997 3



DIRECTOR'S COLUMN

Don Ferreri
Seven Bridges G.C.

s we find ourselves in the

beginning of another golf

season, we are refreshed
to find that we survived another
winter. Hopefully, along with
being well rested, we have all
received small rewards for our
accomplishments completed dur-
ing the off-season.

If you recall back to January,
I wrote an article about all of us
taking on the task of joining our
respective golf courses to the New
York State Audubon Society. 1
hope many of you were able to
proceed with this course of
action. Not only is it the right
thing to do, but it carries with it
public relations value that will
enhance your golf club, your
association as well as your own
professional image. So let this be
a reminder; it is never to late.

If you haven’t already
received a survey from the
MAGCS Environmental Commit-
tee, you will be very soon. This
survey, we feel, is one that has
potential to carry a lot of weight.
In order for the Environmental
Committee to use the results as a
valuable tool, we need your help!

Please take the brief time
needed to answer all of the ques-
tions and return the survey to
Tom Voigt for tabulation. This
survey will enable us to compile
enough  information  from
Chicagoland golf courses to be
used in newspaper and magazine
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articles, as well as public relations
material to be used on television
and radio. Please answer all the
questions to the best of your
ability; we are looking for a large
percentage of returned surveys.

Each and everyone of us has
a responsibility to manage and
maintain our golf courses in an
environmentally safe manner. In
today’s day and age, it is becom-
ing increasingly easier to accom-
plish these practices. There are
many commercial products geared
towards managing with environ-
mental sensitivity in  mind.
Whether it be using organic fertil-
izers, safer pesticides or changing
the way we do some of our cultur-
al practices, we all can make a
difference in our management
decisions. Buffer strips left along
our waterways will enhance our
wildlife habitat as well as filtrate
runoff water. Naturalizing out-of-
play woodlands will reduce main-

tenance. If you have not read the
article written by Pete Leuzinger
in the March 1997 issue of Golf
Course Management, you owe it
to yourself to find the time.

On April 14, I attended the
annual media golf summit. We
again used this opportunity to give
a general update on current golf
course conditions, new technology
and environmental issues. This
vear questions were addressed
from the media regarding setting
up golf courses for a major tourna-
ment. Chicago area golf courses
will be in the spotlight this year like
never before. There are five nation-
ally covered golf tournaments in
Chicagoland this year. Good luck
to all those individuals involved
with their golf courses and the
weather. No doubt, we can all take
pride in the way these Midwest
tournaments will be showcased
across the country.

(continued on page 16)

Oversize turf
tires for
safety

e Computer
controlled
dispersion
system

e Choice of
nitrogen
sources

Trained and licensed applicator provided

FOR INFORMATION CALL:

Arthur Clesen, Inc

543 Diens Drive « Wheeling, IL 60090 e (847) 537-2177 « FAX (847) 537-2210




Arthur Clesen, Inc

543 Diens Drive « Wheeling, IL 60090 e (847) 537-2177 e FAX (847) 537-2210
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ROTOR

3" GATE VALVE

1" QUICK COUPLING VALVE

G70 Valve-in-Head Rotors (4)

1" Quick Coupling Valve-QC100Y (1)
3" Gate Valve T6673 (1)

2" PVC Pipe Class 200 BE (260 Ft)
3" PVC Pipe Class 160 GJ (60 Ft)
From as low as $600.00

.....................

1" Quick
Coupling

Gt

e ol G70 Valve-in-Head Rotors (3)
1" Quick Coupling Valve-QC100Y (1)

Call Century for Solutions ;=i
When Irrigating Tees to Greens

Every golf course has a few problem tees and greens. Maybe it's puddling at
the base of a slope or poor soil infiltration. If you're looking for irrigation
solutions, give Century a call. Our trained technical staff has provided
golf course irrigation systems for over 30 years, and can help you with
new courses, retrofits, central control and quality products. Like Legacy
G70 golf rotors from the world leader in gear-drive technology. It's
compatible with all existing systems, has a sturdy, impact-resistant body
and delivers even water distribution. Call Century today for solutions to
golf course irrigation problems : 800-347-4272.

Legacy G70
Valve-in-Head Rotor
List Price $137.00

Also Available in Hydraulic

CENTURY RAIN AID - LEGACY"



Now Daconil Ultrex" Fungicide
s More Cost-Effective Than Ever.

)

SuperWeatherStik~

Sticks And Stays Between Sprays

CAD

ISK BIOSCIENCES

Tests show spray-dry Daconil Ultrex* fungicide, with ~ Ultrex Challenge, and get enough free product to try
its new, enhanced Super Weather Stik™ formulation, our new seven day, low rate spraying program on
delivers exceptional results at application rates 20%  one green or fairway all season long. Ask your distrib-
lower than before*. That means you can now use utor for all the details. It could give you better disease
Daconil Ultrex more often for better disease control ~ control than you've ever had before. ISK Biosciences
without a significant increase in overall cost. And if Corporation, Turf & Specialty Products, 1523 Johnson
you really want to open your eyes, take the Daconil Ferry Rd.,, Suite 250, Marietta, GA 30062.

ISK BIOSCIENCES®

Always follow label directions carefully when using turf and ornamentals plant protection products. ° For best results, we recommend using 20% lower application rates on a 7-10 day schedule. Section
12(a)(2)(G) of FIFRA provides that it is unlawful for any person “to use any registered pesticide in a manner incansistent with its labeling”; quoted language is defined in section 2(ee) of
FIFRA and expressly excludes the act of “applying a pesticide at any dosage, concentration, or frequency less than that specified on the labeling unless the labeling specifically prohibits
deviation from the specified dosage, concentration, or frequency” Thus, in the absence of specific label prohibitions, it is not unlawful under section 12(a)(2)(G) to use a registered
pesticide at a dosage, concentration, or frequency less than that specified on the labeling of the pesticide.
@ Registered trademark of ISK Biosciences Corporation. ™ Trademark of ISK Biosciences Corporation.
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Scott Witte -N- Cantigny Golf Club

Pat Norton
Nettle Creek C.C.

o how many good and
Sfaithﬁll MAGCS members
are out there who mispro-
nounce the name of the club host-
ing the ITF Combined Golf Day

on May 19?

According to Scott Witte,
golf course superintendent at
Cantigny Golf Club (can-teen-e,
with a silent “g”), there are still a
few out there who have trouble
with the pronunciation!

And until talking with Scott
recently for this interview, that’s
about all that I knew about this
beautiful and very historic estate
that just happens to contain,
among its varied features, a great
27-hole public golf course. The
golf course itself is a gorgeous

Roger Packard design, was built
by Wadsworth Golf Construction,
and opened for play in 1989. It
was also recognized by Golf
Digest as “Best New Public
Course” in 1989.

The golf club is overseen by
the Cantigny Foundation, a non-
profit organization that insures
that all of the Cantigny facilities,
including the golf course, “give
back to the community.” In that
spirit, Cantigny Golf Club hosts
several annual outings sponsored
by charitable foundations, such
as Athletes Against Drugs, Make
A Wish Foundation, and many
others.

Cantigny is much more than
just a great golf course. It’s actual-
ly part of the 500-acre country
estate founded by Col. Robert R.
McCormick in the 1920s after
returning from WWI and becom-
ing editor and publisher of The
Chicago Tribune. The estate for
many vears consisted of the
McCormick mansion, formal gar-
dens, guest homes, and the First

(continued on page 35)

Construction Services to the Golf Industry

the
bruce
company

of Wisconsin, Inc.

Many Trucks
Equipped with E88
High Floatation {88

Tires to [
Minimize
Damage to your
Golf Course

CALL US TODAY!!

Lee Bruce

_
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Water Control Structures °
Pond Cleaning

New Ponds »

Pond Lining *

Cart Paths

You have the Projects, Ideas & Needs. We have the Experience & Equipment to do
the job Right the First time.

(608) 836-7041

Established 1953

* New Construction

* Remodelling

* I[rrigation

e Drainage

* Feature Shaping

* Trap Sand Replacement

Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement.

¢ Specialized

W Equipment

" suited to

* Cleaning your
existing Golf
Course

| Water
Features.

Dave Weber




"T"handle 522 Greentmower

Bolth available with the "Chicago Style" bedkunile and .25 & .50 Tur| Groomens.

illinois lawn
equipment inc.

THE PROFESSIONALS CHOICE ON TURE

JACOBSEN and

708/349-8484

Jacobsen Division of Textron Inc.

117 Years of Combined Experience!
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FEATURE ARTICLE

A Century of Greenkeeping
at Glen View

Jeff Lenzinger
Glen View Club

t is hard to imagine what this
7p]acc looked like one hun-
dred vyears ago. There are
many stories, some of which are
actually true, that piece together a
history that sounds more like a
family lineage than a business cel-
ebrating a birthday. The club was
actually incorporated under the
name Glen View Golf and Polo
Club on March 29, 1897. For the
past two years, a committee has
been working feverishly to com-
pile documents, pictures, inter-
views, and anything else pertinent
to GVC history. A 130-page book,
now ready to be published, repre-
(continued on page 12) The18th hole from the 17th green.

- QUALITY CONTRACTING - QUALITY SERVICE - QUALITY RESULTS -

VERTI-DRAIN'! WE GET RESULTS!
_ HERE’S HOW WE DO IT!
sul?s.:lr tine lifting fractures Result is porous, well-draining

to restore soll porosity * #1 U.S. Contractor and Distributor deeply rooted greens that 'J

and promote root growth. * 12 Years Experience—Results You Can Count On maximize topical applications.
* Out-Performs All Other Deep Aerators
» Customer Satisfaction & Convenience Is Our Focus

\q commeaciaL Jugr s TRacTOR|! ]!

s 1-800-748-7497 by 2 e S
; BEST BUILT, BEST BACKED, BEST BUY o e, Aoh ® g
f ' FOR YOUR CONTRACTING DOLLAR! W
A 24 ‘k\A TRUST YOUR TURF TO US A e B % gy ey el

- QUALITY CONTRACTING - QUALITY SERVICE - QUALITY RESULTS

10 May 1997 On Course

=
=
v
[~
S
—
——
=
)
(=
wy
S
=~
v
L)
S
—
—
=
=
(=
(L]
=
=
=
S
S
S
—
[~S—
=
]
(=7

* S1I0S3Y ALITYND - 32INYIS ALITYND - INILIVHLNOI ALITYND




