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It's easy to
get attached to

Looking to move up to the qual-
ity of a Steiner? You'll find the
same quality Steiner engineering
- with many of the capabilitiesofour
most powerful models - in our four-
wheel drive 410. It's designed for

dirt and snow, edge, blow, chip,
aerate and more - in minutes. Find
out why the 410 is so easy to get
attached to. See your authorized
Steiner dealer today.

smooth handling with our unique
articulated frame, low center of
gravity, high flotation tires and
responsive power steering. Bestofall,
thanks to its "Quick-Hitch" attach-
ments, you're ready to mow, move
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Chronology of Olympia Fields C.C....
(continued from page 10)

1917, the United States declared
war on Germany after German sub-
marines sank several unarmed mer-
chant ships. As a result, the club,
whose numbers had exceeded 700,
lost almost half of the membership.

1918
Courses No.1 and No.2 opened for
play in spring. Greens were seeded
to fescue, the tees were turfless clay.
During the summer of 1918, the
war effort came first. Due to a food
shortage, oats and wheat were
planted on 175 acres of fairways
with the women members' help in
the harvest, and a Red Cross Day
Golf Tournament featuring Chick
Evans, Jock Hutchinson, Jim
Barnes and Warren Wood was held
to raise war funds. Women members
were also given the chore of
handweeding the greens which the
club secretary described as a "waist-
reducing exercise." November 11,
1918, Germany surrendered.

1919
In late December, Tom Kennet was
retained by the club as golf profes-
sional, and James Foulis, [r., stayed on
as superintendent of grounds. Many
members took the train from Chicago
and stayed at the club in as many as 67
tents in an area known as the Terrace

Colony. No cooking was allowed, and
quiet time started at 10:30 p.m.

1920
On January 16, the 18th
Amendment was ratified outlawing
the sale of alcoholic beverages. In
August, the club hosted its first
major tournament, the Western

Due to a food
shortage, oats and
wheat were planted
on 175 acres of

fairways with the
women members) help

in the harvest.

Open, over course No.1 and No.2;
and Jock Hutchison, another Scot
from St. Andrews and the profes-
sional at the Glenview Club, won
with a score of 296. In July, course
No.3 was formally opened for play.
On October 3, Willie Park, Jr. was
retained by the Club to layout and
supervise the construction of course
No.4 (North Course). Park came
from a long line of Scotch golfers,
his family having been identified

with the game for more than 400
years. He won the British Open in
1887 and 1889 and was one of the
most respected golf course archi -
tects of his time. Park laid out the
course in 1920, but work didn't
begin in earnest until 1922. He
spent forty days at the club during
construction. His fee was unknown.

1922
In January, Fred Kruger, a construc-
tion expert, was hired to supervise
the construction of the No.4
course. James Foulis, [r., left the
club to pursue a career as a golf
course architect. Kruger was named
to the superintendent position
where he stayed until his death in
1940. Kruger along with John
McGregor from Chicago Golf
Club, one of the founding fathers of
the National Association of
Greenkeepers of America (NAGA),
were the two biggest names in
Chicago greenkeeping. Through
the years, Kruger showed up in sev-
eral pictures in The Olympian,
always wearing a tie and white shirt.
In April, the initiation fee was raised
to $415, and 5,000 trees were pur-
chased for planting on the grounds.

1923
In March, the members approved
the construction of a new club-

(continued on page 14)
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CANNON TURF SUPPLY, INC.
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STOCKING A COMPLETE LINE OF PESTICIDES, FERTILIZERS,
GRASS SEED AND ACCESSORIES FOR THE TURF PROFESSIONAL

Quality Products for the Turfgrass Professional
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(630) 852-3200

Fax (630) 852-3230

On Course March 1997 13



Chronology of Olympia Fields C.C....
(continued from page 12)

house. Two plans were proposed:
the "Greater Olympian Plan,"
which called for spending $1.2 mil-
lion on a clubhouse and various
improvements to the facility; and
the more modest $500,000
"Round Table" plan proposed by a
group of members, who sat at a
round table in the old wooden
clubhouse. (To this day the club still
has a Round Table group in the
men's grill known as the 73rd
Hole.) The "Greater Olympian
Plan" was adopted, and the present-
day clubhouse was constructed. A
new grounds maintenance "shed"
was also built as a part of the plan.
The debt would later almost cause
the demise of the club. On July 25,
Olympia held its first 72-hole medal
play, a one-day tournament to mark
the formal opening of the No.4
course. Olympia Fields became the
largest golf facility in the world,
with the new No.4 course recog-
nized by experts as one of the top
five courses nationwide.

The golf course was designed with
irrigated greens, tees and fairways.
Pipes were buried in shallow trench-
es in the roughs. Hose connection
valves were located every 100 ft.
Some fairways required over 200 ft.
of hose for proper coverage. Water
was supplied by six engines pump-
ing out of the creek and required six
men from sunset to sunrise. In dry
summers, the creek was an unreli-
able source of water. The greens
were constructed in a layered sys-
tem with 6 in. of cinders surround-
ing clay tiles on the clay subsoil.
The next layer was lOin. of clay
subsoil with cinders disked in. Next
was a 2-in. layer of rotted manure
topped off with a 10-in. layer of
good prairie loam soil mixed with
about three tons of humus and six
tons of torpedo sand per 1,000 sq.
ft. Each green cost about $1,600 to
build. (The cinder layer can still be
found on original greens and still
seems to move water extremely

(continued on page 16)

14 March1997 On Course

OLYMPIA FIELDS COUNTRY CLUB MAGAZINE-~~~~~-

Ralph Iohnson Fred Krueger
Medinah Olympia Fields

John McGregor Matt, Berzak
Chicago Beverly C. C.

The keepers of greens and grounds have had their
troubles this year. One could retire at night congratu-
lating himself on having wonderful greens and awake
the next morn to find something akin to tragedy was
taking place on his precious greens.

These men whose activities mean so much to the tens
of thousands of golfers. but who are not very much in
evidence, no longer hide their light under a bushel. but

on the other hand hold regular meetings in the Chicago
District and confer on their problems and counsel on
ways and means of ending or preventing them.

Recently three of these men from three oi the im-
portant courses in the District visited Fred Krueger
and had a round on our Number Four. and we caught
them just before teeing off.

• Seasonal plant inspections for insects and diseases

• Spot pruning for sight lines
• Brush disposal, chipper rental

• Diseased tree diagnosis, sanitation pruning & removal

• 24.-hour emergency response, weekend service
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Chronology of Olympia Fields C.C••••
(continued from page 14)

well.) Greens and tees were seeded
to fescue and fairways to a fes-
cue/bluegrass combination. The
grounds budget was just shy of
$50,000 for four golf courses. The
greens were topdressed five to six
times per year and the fairways
twice per year with compost. Also,
the greens were topdressed once
per year with torpedo sand.

The Good Years
1924 to 1930
These years were the most prosper-
ous of the club's early history. By
1927, there were 1,064 members;
initiation fees were $1,210 with
annual dues of $180.

1924
In the fall, greens on course No.3
were stolonized with stolons pur-
chased from River Road Nursery in
Virginia. At the same time, a three-
acre turf nursery was established
near the 3rd hole of the No.4
course using Washington Bent
stolons from Flossmoor Nurseries,
Inc. The bent was to be used for
sodding the greens on the No.4
course in the fall of 1925. The
Flossmoor Nurseries, Inc., was
owned by a Flossmoor Country
Club pro/greenkeeper H.J. Collis
and Olympia member H.B. Smead.
Collis, born in England, came to
Flossmoor in 1906. He patented a
sod cutter and eventually developed
a strain of bentgrass which he
named after Flossmoor Country
Club. He collaborated with
Olympia pro Jack Daray to design
and remodel several courses in the
Chicago area. Prior to World War I,
most bents planted in the USA were
from seed harvested in Germany, a
source that was shut off during and
after World War 1. The remaining
clay tees on course No.1 , No.2 and
No.3 were planted to turf.

1925
John T. Scopes was arrested for
teaching Darwin's Theory of

(continued on page 18)
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The thirteenth on No.4 course.

You can get the job done if you ...

Apply the right pressure.
When you need a powerful pressure washer
that's tough on clean-ups and easy on your
budget, check out the AaLadin 1000 series
washers. Filled with
outstanding standard
features, these units
really put on the
pressure and make
things shine! Every
AaLadin unit is built
to highest quality
specifications in the
industry. Stop in
today for a complete
demonstration.

HIGH PSI LTD.
25 South Park Street, Roselle, IL 60172

(630) 893-0777 Fax(630) 893-1045

(800) 666-3900
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ONE WAY TO
IMPROVE YOUR

WELL EFFICIENCY
Ck!l~

The normal operation of any water pumping system Inevitably lead
to less e"lc/ent well production due to pump war and well
plugging.
At Layne-Western we have the resources and expertise to provia«
you with Innovative solutions to keep your water pumping system
operating at peak e"lc/ency. Our complete repair and maintenance
services help guard against costly breakdowns and qUickly solve
problems that arise.
Call the Layne professionals with over 100 years of experience in
the water supply industry.

/iwne-Ulestern Compang 721 West Illinois Avenue • Aurora, Illinois 60506 • 630/897-6941
229 West Indiana Avenue • Beecher, illInois 60401 • 708/946-2244

~ Introduces ...

IAFORNl

Triaf01lIlrM Technology is a superior alternative to any
traditional fertilizer you've ever used. It's patented, envi-
ronmentally sound process dramatically improves the physi-
cal characteristics of a homogeneous fertilizer granule
while delivering excellent agronomic performance and
handling. Triaform technology offers better methylene
urea (MU) nitrogen distribution to deliver more available
nitrogen to the plant.

An innovation you'd expect from a name you can trust.

[ ..-..) For details, call your
~ ProTurf Tech Rep
ProTuq;

or 1-800-543-0006 today.

Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices
24356 HARVEST HILLS ROAD • FRANKFORT, IL 60423

800-732-9401 • 815-469-6841 • Fax: 815-469-8248

AQUATROLS Corp.
Sio Trek
Sio Turf Gro
Emerald Isle Ltd.

Lebanon
PSA
Regal Chemical

Rhone Poulenc
Seed Research
Tingley
Turfline
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Wetting Agents - Primer, Infiltrx, Aqueduct
Biological Fungicide
Liquid Probiotic Fertilizers
Biostimulants, Soil Amendments,
Biologicals, Nutrients
Country Club, Country Club II, & NX Pro
Soil Amendments
ConSyst, Systec, RegalStar,
RegalKade, Plant Protectants
26019, Aliette, Mocap, Plant Protectants
Turfgrass seeds
Rain Suits, Boots
True Surface Vibratory Rollers

On Course March 1997 17



Chronology of Olympia Fields C.C•..•
(continued from page 16)

Evolution. The USGA Green
Section challenged anyone to show
them a fescue green more than five
years old in good condition. The
Olympia Fields Board voted to ban
canvas tents in the Terrace Colony;
all structures must now be wooden.
The average grounds budget for a
Chicago area 18 -hole course was
about $20,000. The Olympia Fields
grounds budget grew to $75,299
($51,000 of which was labor). Fred
Kruger's salary was $4,772 plus a
house on the course.

1925 was a tough year for green-
keeping due to disease. Large
brown patch and small brown patch
(dollar spot) severely damaged
greens in the Chicago district.
USGA research found that mercury
solutions controlled the disease but
at $15 per green per application was
cost-prohibitive to most clubs.
Interestingly, pythium is not men-

tioned. (I think it may have been
lumped together with large brown
patch since the diseases would occur
under the same weather condi-
tions.) In August and September,
the No.4 course closed for play due

USGA research
found that mercury
solutions controlled

the disease but at
$15 per green per
application was

cost-prohibitive to
most clubs.

to the disease outbreak and the
need to have the greens ready for
the 1925 PGA. On September 25,

PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

We sell an air-dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

HENRY FRENZER
Area Code 847

658-5303

620 Webster St.
Algonqufn, IL

60102
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Walter Hagen defeated Bill
Mehlhorn 6 and 5 in the match play
finals of the PGA Championship on
course No.3 and course No.4.
Greens on the No.4 course were
sodded to the Washington strain of
the Flossmoor Nurseries bentgrass
in late September and October.

1926
Following the lead of Ravisloe
Country Club, the Board of
Governors voted to switch from
sand mound tees to the popular
wooden tees, eliminating the need
to keep a sand box on each tee.

1927
Charles Lindbergh flew solo from
New York to Paris. Babe Ruth hit
60 home runs.

1928
Another disastrous year for Chicago
area greenkeepers due to turf dis-
eases. On June 21 through June 24,

(continued on page 20)
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HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC.
IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS

• Irrigation Design & Installation

• Drainage Systems

• Pump Station Work & Consultation

• Irrigation Pipe & Supplies

2040 Lehigh Avenue
Glenview, IL 60025
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Fax 847.724.8659



Midwest Golf Development Has Changed Its Natne!

Effective immediately, 1he golf course constructioncompany fonnerly called Midwest Golf Development, Inc.,
will operate under the new name of GOLF CREATIONS. All company addresses, phone numbers,
and fax numbers will remain the same. Any inquiries can be made at the following location:

GOLF CREATIONS
18250 Beck Road • Marengo I IL 60 152
Phone 815.923.1868 • Fax 815.923.3662

Creensmix
A Matter of Course.

In fact, it's a matter of more than 5,000 greens
at top golf courses throughout the world.

Since 1946, Creensmix' has been the country's leading supplier
of sports turf and rootzone material. Greensmix' means consistency.

It's pre-tested, pre-blended, pre-qualified ...and every load is guaranteed
to meet 1993 USGA recommendations.Top greenskeepers know,

the best greens are built from the roots up ...with Greensmix'"e
GREENSMIX'
OUR ROOTS RUN DEEP

A DIVISION OF FAULKS BROTHERS CONSTRUCTION INC

THE NATION'S LEADING SUPPLIER OF ROOTZONE MATERIAL.

Company Headquarters: £3439 Hwy. 22 & 54
Waupaca, Wisconsin 54981 • 800-537-1796
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Chronology of Olympia Fields C.C....
(continued from page 18)

the U.S. Open Championship was
played on the Olympian's No.4
course. Johnny Farrell and Bobby
Jones tied at 294 after 72 holes.
Farrell won a 36- hole playoff by
143 to 144. Of the 141 contestants,
Ed Dudley's 68 was the only score
to break No.4's par 70.

1929
After the recent poor years for
greenkeepers, the Chicago area got
a greens laboratory. Guy Peters,
Olympia green chairman from 1924
through 1928, newly-appointed
Green Chairman of the Chicago
District Golf Association, along
with the Midwest Greenkeepers
Association helped arrange for the
installation of turf plots in the fall of
1928. The plots were laid out on
the estate of A.D. Lasker, west of
Lake Forest. (The estate included
an 18-hole golf course with the
highest handicap rating in the
Chicago District.) Mr. Tregillus, the

head greenkeeper, maintained the
plots under the direction of the
USGA Green Section. In the words
of Guy Peters, "The test garden is
set up to serve two purposes:

Midwest
Greenkeepers

Association helped
arrange for the
installation of
turf plots in

thefall of 1928.

demonstration and experimenta-
tion. On the demonstration plots
will be grown all the recognized and
known strains of putting green
grasses, propagated from stolons
and seed, fescues, red top and blue-
grasses in both pure strains and mix-

Knowledge, Accuracy, Timing ...
The Keys to Better Pest Management

Groweather" ET Station - The Ultimate IPM Tool!

• Track leaf wetness duration - eliminate unnecessary
spray applications

• Calculate Growing Degree Days - the factor that most
influences crop growth, insect and weed pressures

• Conserve water resources with ET (evapotranspiration)
function - irrigate only when needed!

• Grovveotherl.ink' Windows Software
- builds your own localized weather history
- provides user-friendly charts for

analyzing multiple weather factors

Complete System - $1,495!
Includes Windows software
and station mounting package.

800 2 8 88 3Call 1- - 4 - 7 Today! ~r;n ..rio;;;;;;;;'nc.
23839 W Andrew Rd.• Plainfield, IL60544-9707· Fax: (815) 436-4460 • e-mail: specmeters@aol.com
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tures. Experimentation will occur
on many smaller plots of all species
and strains. On these plots will be
tried different fertilizers, different
methods of cutting and watering
and different methods of treating
brown patch and controlling
worms, grubs and other insect
pests. Weed and clover control in
both fairways and greens will be
studied. "

In September, Guy Peters wrote an
Olympian article on the problem of
white clover on course No.4. Clover
was a particular problem on irrigat-
ed clay soil fairways. On greens it
was removed by hand labor, usually
by groups of "immigrant ladies." At
a joint meeting of the USGA and
the CDGA Green Sections, Dr.
Monteith of the Research
Committee of the USGA Green
Section was asked to prepare a talk
on the control of clover on watered
fairways. Dr. Monteith replied that
since the present knowledge of the
control of clover could be summa-
rized in one word, "nothing," he
would prefer a broader subject on
which to speak.

October 29 was Black Tuesday. The
stock market crashed after a three-
year Bull Market. October was also
the last month of Guy Peters' five-
year tenure as grounds chairman at
Olympia Fields Country Club. The
maintenance budget rose to
$72,500. The Virginia bentgrass on
the No.3 course greens was
removed, and the greens were
resodded with Washington bent
from Flossmoor Nurseries, Inc. In
Mr. Peter's fifth and last annual
report to the members, he chal-
lenged future committees with the
following recommendations, which
for the most part hold true today:

This is the fifth annual report sub-
mitted by the Chairman of this
Committee. In turning over this
department to my successor, I can-
not resist the temptation to pass on

(continued on page 22)
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