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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS) is a professional organization
founded in 1927 whose goals include preservation and dissemination of scientific and practical
knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.
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ON COURSE WITH THE PRESIDENT

~~1mage is everything" is a
term that has been
heard on TV and in the

working world. The image that a
person projects is very important.
I recently had the pleasure of tak-
ing the GCSAA seminar,
"Enhancing Your Value as a
Professional Golf Course
Superintendent." Our very own
Tommy D. Witt was the instruc-
tor for the day. Many of the com-
ments I heard that day praised the
way Tommy put on the seminar.
He was able to explain in many
different ways how important the
job of being a golf course superin-
tendent is today. If you have the
chance to take this seminar in the
future, do so!

One of the handouts given
to those assembled was a list of the
responsibilities and skills required
to be a sound golf course superin-
tendent. The list ranged from
rules of golf to irrigation to plant
nutrition. Tommy asked if there
were anymore items that should
be added to the given list. Since
the list was quite extensive, not
many items were brought up. I
took this list out the other day and
did come up with a few others.
We as golf superintendents wear
may hats. Not only do we need to
know the many aspects of the
world of golf, but we also must
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take care of the people we work
for in many ways.

One of the items we can add
to Tommy's list is "lifesaver." How
many situations have you been in
where you have been called a life-
saver. Just the other day, I rescued
a stranded snowboard on a pond at
the good old Geneva Golf Club.
Many people, I am sure, have
helped members or patrons jump-
start a car. Other lifesaver items
include loading or unloading a car
or minivan. Most of these situa-
tions occur simply because we are
around all the time.

Another item we can add is
"listener." We don't have to pull
out a couch and act like a shrink,
but there are many times that we
are more or less a great sounding
board for people to get something
off their minds. I love to talk (a lot
of people know this fact already) to
all of the many different people we
come in contact with every day. I
also like to listen. Take a minute to
listen to the people we meet every-
day. Listening is a skill. We all have
that special skill within.

How many times have you
picked up the phone and called
one of your cohorts asking for
help or a little support? Let's add
"advisor" to the list. Many of us
advice our fellow superintendents
on a wide range of items. "Hey,
Lukey, what is the name of the
plant protectant you used to com-
bat cutworm last week?" Many of
us use the advice of our friends to
determine if we should use a given
product. We also depend on the
advice of the many fine salespeo-
ple that we work with to tell us
which product to use.

I mentioned another item in
the last paragraph. Being a "good
friend" is a skill in this day and
age. In today's fast-paced world,
it's becoming more and more dif-

ficult to have good friendships.
The game of golf makes it a little
easier to have a good time with
the people you enjoy being with.
Do yourself a favor this year and
playa round of golf with someone
different. Who knows who you
can become friends with!

Last but not least, let's add
"hero" to the list of skills and
responsibilities. Many of us are
looked at as heros for the various
ways we can present and take
care of our golf courses. Some of
the budgets superintendents
work with take a hero to make
them work. Many of the projects
that are carried out make heros
out of many.

The skills and responsibilities
we must possess are endless. All of
the items on Tommy's list and any
list in the future will be very
important in order to keep up with
the everchanging world of golf we
live in. We all have a responsibility
to keep our golf maintenance skills
sharp and up to date!

Ed Braunsky, CGCS
President, MAGCS



Look who's been using Central Sod
to improve their courses
Ruffled Feathers
Cog Hill
Wynstone
Stonebridge
White Eagle
Tamarack
Riverside Golf
Heritage Bluffs
Orchard Valley
Skokie CC

Blackberry Oaks
Naperbrook GC
Cantigny
Naperville CC
Illinois Center
Broken Arrow
Mill Creek
Hidden Valley
Oak Brook GC
Rockford CC

Fox Bend
Seven Bridges
Carillon GC
Highland Park
Sunset Valley
Lake Point GC
Downers Grove
Meadow Lake
Waveland GC
Harborside Links

See the impact Central Sod can have
on your course.

Complete consultation, delivery
& installation available.

CENTRAL
SOD FARMS, INC.

1-800-310-040ii!
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN

Brian A. Bossert) eGCS
Bryn Mawr C.e.

~

ike many of you, it was
enriching to attend the
GCSAA Conference. The

networking and educational oppor-
tunities were many, and the trade
show contained all of the equip-
ment and supplies that we could
ever need to do our jobs. As you
read this, hopefully, we have all been
filled with that renewed enthusiasm
for another season that I feel after
every GCSAA Conference (the
warm weather doesn't hurt either).

I must admit that I thought
the assignment of Education
Chairman might be a little boring
when Past-President Cross handed
me that task over a year ago. Today,
I am tickled to have the assignment
for a second year. There is nothing
boring about learning and expand-
ing your mind, and I think the
MAGCS offers a great deal to its
members in terms of educational
opportuni ties.

The Education Committee
consists of Dan Albaugh, Tim
Anderson, Kerry Blatteau, Tom
Brodeur, Gary Hearn and Dr.
Randy Kane. Dan and Tom are new
to the committee, while the others
have all served on this committee
before. To date, we have met once
and have a solid game plan together
for the upcoming monthly meet-
ings. We will meet again before the
season warms up to finalize plans
and start talking about the Midwest
Clinic. As always, we welcome your
input (an article for On Course is
considered input too!).
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In addition to the education at
monthly meetings, we have several
other irons in the fire. The GCSAA
regional seminars were top-notch at
Oak Brook Hills. I chose the
Bahamas over Tommy Witt's new
seminar, "Enhancing Your Value as
a Professional Golf Super-
intendent," but I have heard several
positive comments. Steps have
already been taken to make sure
these seminars, traditionally held in
January, don't conflict with the
Mid -Am dates next year. The
MAGCS isn't the only group offer-
ing worthwhile education.

Seven Bridges was the site for
a retirement planning seminar
recently. We actually had to stop the
question-and-answer session at the
end because we were running into
the lunch hour. (Imagine thatl ) As
you read this, the Spanish seminar
and the upcoming seminars for our
equipment technicians will be histo-
ry. I hope several of you or your

staff members found time to attend.
Remember that sending employees
(aside from being educational) can
be a real moral booster. We are only
as good as our staff is.

We have another idea or two
in mind that may evolve into an
educational session before the sea-
son gets rolling, but I won't stick
my neck out that far at the moment.
Finally, the "Ask the Expert" col-
umn will again appear in On Course
beginning in April.

Shifting gears back to the
GCSAA Conference for a moment,
I would like to thank all of the ven-
dors who have generously donated
funds for the Hospitality Suite. The
level of support again set records
and exceeded our expectations. I'm
wearing the party hat for the second
time, and I think everyone enjoyed
this year's Hospitality Suite. We
were in a much larger room; and

(continued on page 30)

• Ove rsize tu rf
tires for
safety

• Computer
controlled
dispersion
system

• Choice of
nitrogen
sources

Trained and licensed applicator provided

FOR INFORMATION CALL:

Arthur Clesen, Inc
543 Dlens Drive. Wheeling, IL60090 • (847) 537-2177 • FAX(847) 537-2210



Arthur Clesen, Inc
543 Dlens Drive. Wheeling, IL 60090 • (847) 537-2177 • FAX(847) 537-2210
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TORO Greensmaster 3200 

• All new cutting system for unmatched 
ground contour following and 
quality of cut. 

• Quietest combustion engine in 
the industry. 

• Simplistic design for servicing. 

630-773-5555 
FAX 630-773-4273 

Chkog 
Jurf & Irrigationiin« h,A M\t ah kAMxJtJ 
1170 W. Ardmore • Itasca, Illinois 60143 

TORO, Reelmaster 2300-D 

Multi-purpose trim mower is all 
new in design, engine, reel drive, 
mainframe and more. 

630-773-5555 
FAX 630-773-4273 

1170 W. Ardmore • Itasca, Illinois 60143 
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Editors note: I had asked Dave Ward to do
an article on Olympia Fields c.c. for this
month. He is hosting the 1997 U.S. Senior
Open on June 23 - 29. With the club being
over 80 years old, I thought it would be
interesting reading if Dave could find some
of the club's history along with the art of
greenkeeping back in "the old days." He
did. I hope you will all enjoy this bit of his-
tory of the club from 1915 to 1944.

Dave Ward
Olympia Fields C. C.

/Is one approaches middle
age (by some definitions,
I've already been here a

while), I think a natural reaction is
to become a little more reflective
and look back to the past much as
20-year-old looks to the future.
One realizes that twenty years is a
relatively short time and that events
that seem like ancient history didn't
happen that long ago. We are linked
to greenkeeping and greenkeepers
of past years whose efforts and
accumulated knowledge form a
basis for the profession as we know
it today.

Looking back through the historical
records of Olympia Fields Country
Club, one can find ample informa-
tion on former club officials, golf
professionals, tournaments, tourna-
ment winners and even club man-
agers. Information on the history of
grounds maintenance at the club is
sketchy at best.
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The double driveway west on 203d St. from depot, Kedzie Ave., extending
to right upper corner, I.CR.R., NO.1 tee and 9th green of No.4 course

may be seen beyond the autos. 18th green of No.3 course at
bottom center, sunken. NO.1 tee of No.1 course to left of left pathway.

18th greens on Course 1 and 2 may be seen among trees on left at bottom.
Court and Dancing Pavillion and Putting Course in center.

Olympia Fields Country Club was
founded in 1915; and in 1917, the
club started publishing The
Olympian. Several yearly compella-
tions of the magazine were saved
starting in 1923 through 1944.
From these Olympians and also
from talking with several people
with knowledge of the club's histo-
ry, including Bob Williams, Pete
Vandercook, Oscar Miles and some

older club members, I have com-
piled the following chronology
which I view as a "work in
progress." I hope to write a more
thorough rendition for the Olympia
Fields County Club Historian and
would hope any reader would con-
tact me with corrections, missing
information, or insight into this
chronology.

(continued on page 10)

Olympia Fields Country Club
Golf Course Superintendents:

JAMES FOULES, JR. GOLF PRO/SUPERINTENDENT 1917-1920

DAVE WARD 1990-



C o n s t r u c t i o n S e r v i c e s to t h e G o l f I n d u s t r y 

Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement 

You have the Projects, Ideas & Needs. We have the Experience & Equipment to do 
the job Right the First time. 

Many Trucks 
Equipped with 

High Floatation 
Tires to 

Minimize 
Damage to your 

Golf Course 

• New Construction 
• Remodelling 
• Irrigation 
• Drainage 
• Feature Shaping 
• Trap Sand Replacement 

Water Control Structures • 
Pond Cleaning • 

New Ponds• 
Pond Lining • 

Cart Paths • 
CALL US TODAY!! 

Specialized 
Equipment 
suited to 
Cleaning your 
existing Golf 
Course 
Water 
Features. 

Lee Bruce (608) 836-7041 Dave Weber 
Established 1953 

Their Approach 
To Boosting Potash. 

Blended products may cost less. But when you use a 
blend for boosting potash, you're sacrificing a lot. Namely, 
balanced and efficient nutrient distribution. And a raw mate­
rial option that's not as complete. Or a product that's simply 
too high in nitrogen. 

Enter Country Club 8-4-24. Designed to improve dis­
ease tolerance. Create less clippings. And enhance drought 

Our Approach 
To Boosting Potash. 

resistance. All in a homogeneous mixture to ensure bal­
anced, even nutrient distribution. 

Leave it to 
Country Club to out­
distance the competi­
tion. Once again. 

Country Club 
8-4-24 • • 

DiFJrribtedly BaJoTurf SifpLy 
(800) 732-9401 

TUrf Pradrts, l ir l 
(630) 668-5537 
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Chronology of Olympia Fields C.C....
(continued from page 8)

Founding
The year was 1913 when Charley
Beach and his friend Jim Gardner
departed the Illinois Central train at
Flossmoor and traveled by foot to
explore the land which was to
become Olympia Fields Country
Club. After securing small deposits
from 500 prospective members, a
certificate of incorporation was
granted by the State of Illinois on
July 16, 1915. January of 1916 saw
two important events. Amos Alanzo
Stagg, the famed University of
Chicago football coach, was elected
the first club president. Options are
taken on the 674 acres that were to
become the club.

The property was made up of all or
parts of 20 farms. The initiation fee
was $60 with annual dues of $20.

Early Years
1916
A temporary 9-hole course with
sand greens was made playable.
Tom Bendelow was hired to design

Theproperty
was made up of all or
parts of 20 farms.
The initiation fee
was $60 with

annual dues of $20.

the No.1 course (today's South
Course). Another Scotsman, Willie
Watson, was employed to design
the No.2 course with the two to

collaborate on the No.3 course.
One of America's early golf course
architects, Bendelow worked for the
Chicago sporting goods firm A.G.
Spalding and Sons. Bendelow had a
spotty reputation as an architect,
although the No.1 course at
Olympia has stood the test of time.
He was also the origianal designer
of the three courses at Medinah.

1917
On March 7, James Foulis, [r., born
in St. Andrews, Scotland, a golf
course architect/construction fore-
man and winner of the 1896 U.S.
Open, was hired as pro / superinten-
dent to supervise the construction
of the first three courses. Foulis was
trained in golf by Old Tom Morris
at St. Andrews. He came to
Olympia Fields from Chicago Golf
Club in Wheaton. On April 6,

(continued on page 12)

VERTI-DRAIN®! WE GET RESULTS!
HERE'S HOW WE DO IT!...------... ..--------.Deep tine lifting fractures

subsoil to restore soil porosity
and promote root growth.

- #1 U.S. Contractor and Distributor
-12 Years Experience-Results You Can Count On
- Out-Performs All Other Deep Aerators
- Customer Satisfaction & Convenience Is Our Focus

Result is porous, well-draining,
deeply rooted greens that

maximize topical applications.

Give YOUIi~)~otsa little
...., e "'R"e\..8d"(( 00ti'

1·800· 748· 7497
BESTBU~~BESTBACKE~BESTBUY

FOR YOUR CONTRACTING DOLLAR!

~;;;;==;:==~~~~TR~USTYOURTURFTOUS

10 March 1997 On Course

. ~.
·0.· • -u. 1

.' .
, .
; ..

, ,,".' ..

, .
_. . I.. '.'

.... '. ~ .'
..... :.

:. '.. ~
--' .. ' ..

','
. '.. ' ... , .. .. ..

.... » .' .....


