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GOLF IRRIGATION

Breakthrough technology
that won't break down

EAGLE™ gear drive rotors from Rain Bird® are designed to work

right out of the box and keep on working. You can count on EAGLE

rotors to provide superior reliability, uniform application and
versatility with less maintenance. Regardless of the climate,

B soil type, sprinkler spacing, water use and fertigation

requirements, EAGLE can meet any challenge.

EAGLE's special features include:

M Closed case and self-flushing mode for proven
debris resistance.

B Top servicing for labor-saving maintenance—
without digging.

B Broad line of models, assemblies and nozzles
for versatility.

B Water lubricated to be friendly to the environment.
Call your Rain Bird distributor to see the EAGLE series in action.

SPRINKLER

3105 N. MAIN 1600 SHORE RD., UNITA 27225 150TH AVE.
EAST PEORIA, IL61611  NAPERVILLE, IL 80563 LONG GROVE, 1A 52756
PHONE: (309) 6994120 PHONE: (630) 637-9029 PHONE: (319) 285-5808
FAX: (309) 694-1009 FAX: (630) 637-9409 FAX: (319) 285-5809
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The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS) is a professional organization
founded in 1927 whose goals include preservation and dissemination of scientific and practical
knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.
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ON COURSE WITH THE PRESIDENT

ow can it already be July
4! Up until this point of
the year, many of us have

thrown those hard

probably
thought plans out the window.
The early growing season has

been anything but. Mother
Nature has a way of changing the
way we do our jobs. Long-range
planning has always been a key in
the busy world of running a golf
club or course. A key committee
within the MAGCS has always
been the Long-Range Planning
Committee. The plans of this
committee have worked out bet-
ter than the year’s golf season.

Many of the items that were
planned a few years ago by the
LRP committee have become
reality. I would like to talk about
several in this month’s president’s
message. One of the biggest
changes has been the restructuring
of the Bull Sheet. 1 still cannot
believe that our new On Course did
not receive an award last year in
Las Vegas. The majority of the
comments that are heard about the
new look have been very positive.
The LRP called for a name change,
a color photo cover and sending
the magazine out third class. All of
these have been accomplished. The
future of our magazine remains to
be On Counrse.
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The Finance Committee
continues to plan for the future.
A few years ago, the association’s
dues were increased. This helped
us to create new avenues for not
only providing our members
more benefits but also gave us
more monies to donate to differ-
ent research programs. Some of
the added income was also invest-
ed in a money market fund which
created additional interest for the
association. This last winter, a
financial planning seminar was
held to help our members plan
for their own future. All of these
items were again a part of a long-
range plan that was thought
about a few years ago.

The Golf Committee has
come a long way, baby! The mer-
chandise that we award has been
upgraded tremendously. The golf
meetings consist of a variety of
events. At least 30 percent of
those signing up for a golf meet-
ing receive a prize. No mention of
a changeover to soft spikes was
made in the latest LRP report, but
the change has already taken
place. Any updated plan would
have surely called for a soft spike
change. Were many of the above
golf plans called for in the LRP?
As our friend Marv Albert would
say, “Yessss”.

One of the plans we have
talked about lately has been the
forming of an Environmental
Stewardship Committee. This is
already in the works for this year.
The MAGCS is also involved with
the continued growth of the work
that the Audubon Society contin-
ues to do. The last LRP called for
these moves.

The work of the executive
secretary continues to be planned
out for the future. Every new
member receives a packet which
gets the individual rolling in the

association. The directory has
been redeveloped and re-
designed. A midyear update of
our directory will be in the mem-
bers’ hands shortly. LRP asked
for it; you got it!

Several other areas continue
to plan for the future:

Commercial Advisory Com-
mittee: Vendor Day and more
involvement in the hospitality
room.

Membership  Committee:
Many new member benefits and
gold/silver membership money
which helps increase our giving
power.

Public Relations: Continue
to seek out ways to promote the
profession we all work in.

My advice to all of the mem-
bers of the MAGCS is to stick
around and stay involved with the
future of our fine association. Our
long-range plan would be worth-
less without the involvement of
our members. THANKS TO ALL!

ey

Ed Braunsky, CGCS
President, MAGCS



From tee to tee . . .

Nothing Greens a Course Like

Look who s been using Central SOd See ihie lmpact Central Sad can liave

to improve their courses . . . on your course.

Ruffled Feathers  Blackberry Oaks  Fox Bend Complete consultation, delivery

Cog Hill Naperbrook GC  Seven Bridges & installation available.

Wynstone Cantigny Carillon GC

Stonebridge Naperville CC Highland Park

White Eagle lllinois Center Sunset Valley

Tamarack Broken Arrow Lake Point GC —r—— T

Riverside Goll Mill Creek Downers Grove S 0 D FA R M S ’ I N C o

Heritage Bluffs Hidden Valley Meadow Lake

Orchard Valley Oak Brook GC Waveland GC ‘ -B D D-3| D -040 E
5 Skokie CC Rockford CC Harborside Links

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc

A Tradition — More Than 60 Years

Of Complete, Dependable, Economical Tree §

or Private Estates, Municipalities, Schools
Parks and Golf Courses

(847) 475-1877
912 Pitner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202

Since 1930

On Course July 1997

3




DIRECTOR'S COLUMN

Gregory Thalmann
Fox Run Golf Links

t’s that time of the year
7whcn you are probably

receiving countless phone
calls at home and at the course
from salesmen trying to sell you
everything under the sun from
rope to microorganisms for the
course to siding and replacement
windows for the home. And like

me, you are probably telling these
salesmen that you just had new
siding and all new windows
installed on your home or that
you have enough yellow rope to
rope off all your fairways in case
of wet conditions just to get them
to stop calling.

In most cases, this ploy
works; but one thing we have to
remember is how much the com-
mercial members of the Midwest
Association sponsor for us. They
help defer the cost of all our
monthly golf meetings, the fall
dinner dance and the hospitality
room at the national convention,
to name a few things. I really was
not aware of how much they do
until I became arrangements
chairman.

As you know, the July 7
meeting at Orchard Valley will be
the first Vendors Day held by the

Midwest. This day has two pur-
poses: one is raising money for the
research green at Cantigny, and
the second is to provide the
MAGCS commercial members
more exposure at the monthly
meetings. John Meyer and the
Commercial Advisory Committee
have taken on this responsibility;
and from what I have seen, they
will provide us with an eventful
day and an opportunity not only
to talk to commercial members
but to see some of the wares they
will have on display. This should
be a win/win situation for every-
one, especially for me because 1
had very little arranging to do.
Thanks, guys.

The best way we can show
appreciation for their support is to
purchase from them, but I am
sure a thank you would be well
received also. W

MARIANI TR

\

ey
“

Mariani Nursery, Inc. 13715 Horton Road, Kenosha, Wl 53142
414-857-6529

Doug Levernier, Manager

YOUR GOLF COURSE
SPECIALIST

*
0.0

Trees
Ornamentals
Shrubs
Perennials
Groundcovers

N7
o

Delivery to Your Site
Available
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Only par ex with IBDU° has the hig'hést WIN percentage.
We have more than Lebanon* and more than Scotts’ Because the

higher the Water Insoluble Nitrogen content, the longer your turf
will remain green and the less chance there is for burn.

FROM FERTILE MINDS.

543 Diens Drive « Wheeling, IL 60090 o (847) 537-2177 e FAX (847) 537-2210
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1997 -1T998 SUPPLIES CATALOG

Irrigation
Equipment For
Golf Courses

4 el :
ULSbi e S,

Legacy Golf Rotors

- e S — ‘.I.... - - - - = -
I - e

= 8§ CALL CENTURY FOR
SOLUTIONS AND A
FREE GOLF CATALOG

Century Golf professionals have
provided golf course irrigation
systems for more than
30 years. We offer technical
assistance and can help you

¢ - with sprinklers, valves and
Featuring & controllers « pump stations «
drainage « landscape lighting «
aerating fountains and more.

- e CALL TODAY
S| W W, 800-347'4272
LEGACY" . = N

LEGACY GOLF NOW AVAILABLE IN THESE MAJOR MARKETS
ALABAMA * DELAWARE * FLORIDA * GEORGIA * ILLINOIS * INDIANA * MARYLAND * MICHIGAN * MINNESOTA
New Jersey * NorTH CAROLINA * PEnNsYLvANIA * SouTH CArRoLINA = VIRGINIA * WEST VIRGINIA * WisconsIN * ONTARIO, CANADA



Now Daconil Ultrex" Fungicide
s More Cost-Effective Than Ever.

—_—
—
///éﬁqufx ) #
SuperWeatherStik- —
Sticks And Stays Between Sprays ﬁ
=
ISK BIOSCIENCES

Tests show spray-dry Daconil Ultrex* fungicide, with ~ Ultrex Challenge, and get enough free product to try
its new, enhanced Super Weather Stik™ formulation, ~ our new seven day, low rate spraying program on
delivers exceptional results at application rates 20%  one green or fairway all season long. Ask your distrib-
lower than before* That means you can now use utor for all the details. It could give you better disease
Daconil Ultrex more often for better disease control  control than you've ever had before. ISK Biosciences
without a significant increase in overall cost. And if Corporation, Turf & Specialty Products, 1523 Johnson
you really want to open your eyes, take the Daconil Ferry Rd.,, Suite 250, Marietta, GA 30062.

ISK BIOSCIENCES®

Always follow label directions carefully when using turf and oramentals plant protection products. * For best results, we recommend using 20% lower application rates on a 7-10 day schedule. Section
12(a)(2)(G) of FIFRA provides that it is uniawful for any person “to use any registered pesticide in a manner inconsistent with its labeling”; quoted language is defined in section 2{ee) of
FIFRA and expressly excludes the act of “applying a pesticide at any dosage, conc ion, or freq y less than that specified on the labeling unless the labeling specifically prohibits
deviation from the specified dosage, concentration, or frequency” Thus, in the absence of specific label prohibitions, it is not unlawlul under section 12(a)(2)(G) to use a registered
pesticide at a dosage, concentration, or frequency less than that specified on the labeling of the pesticide.
® Registered trademark of ISK Biosciences Corporation. ™ Trademark of ISK Biosciences Corporation
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FEATURE ARTICLE

AN INTERVIEW WITH

DR. BRUCE BRANHAM,

THE UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS’
NEWEST FACULTY MEMBER

Paunl Vermeulen, Director
USGA Green Section

ince my arrival to the Mid-

Continent Region, I have

spent many hours visiting
with the faculty at the University
of Illinois (Drs. Branham,
Fermanian, Kane, Voigt and
Wilkinson). From these visits, I
have gained a deep appreciation
for their expertise on topics rang-
ing from computer science to
environmentally responsible pest
control. In a nutshell, this group
of individuals has the experience
and know-how to provide techni-
cal leadership and student training
well into the next century.

This interview with Dr.
Branham, who is a weed control
and pesticide fate specialist, sheds
light on the University of Illinois’
future goals and some of the chal-
lenges they face in trying to
achieve these goals.

In what area(s) is research
required to support the
technological advancement
of the turfgrass industry?
To support the continued
growth of the turfgrass industry,
both applied research and basic
research need to be conducted.
Applied research is work that
needs to be done to support the
day-to-day activities of turfgrass
practitioners. For example, before
a new product can be released
onto the market, research is need-
ed to determine its mode of
action, movement in the environ-
ment, use rates, etc. Without
applied research, end users would
not have the necessary informa-
tion to make sound management
decisions. Basic research is a dis-

8 July 1997  On Course

covery process, such as gene map-
ping, that scientists use to
improve their understanding of
turfgrass plant development. This
form of research is needed to sup-
port advancements in the rapidly
developing area of biotechnology.

Does the University of
Illinois have any plans to
expand the turfgrass
research program?

Yes, our plan is to take
advantage of new opportunities
that will arise by increasing our
exposure in the large metropoli-
tan areas throughout the state.
With more exposure, we hope
that the golfing community will
feel more confident giving their

support to the research program.
At present, our program’s biggest
limitation is a lack of graduate stu-
dents and technicians who help
complete routine activities.
(continued on page 10)

tires for
safety

e Computer
controlled
dispersion
system

e Choice of
nitrogen
sources

FOR INFORMATION CALL:

Arthur Clesen, Inc

543 Diens Drive e Wheeling, IL 60090 e (847) 537-2177  FAX (847) 537-2210




This hardworking tool helps
you expertly condition your
bunkers for the best of play.

630-773-5555
FAX 630-773-4273 .

Chicag D
Turf & IrrigatioN)inc. ) ¢ v O de b i/

1170 W. Ardmore ¢ Itasca, lllinois 60143

Precision liquid
application systems
that set the pace in
sprayer technology.

630-773-55355
FAX 630-773-4273

Turf & Irrigation|in.. ) 4

1170 W. Ardmore ¢ ltasca, lllinois 60143
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An Interview With Dr. Bruce Branham
(continued from page 8)

Have recent cuts in the
federal and state budgets
had an impact on turfgrass
research at the University
of lllinois?

The budget cuts have had a
greater impact on research con-
ducted on major commodities,
such as corn and soybeans, because
they have historically received the
lion’s share of public support.
Since turfgrass research has
received relatively little financial
support in the past, the cuts have,
in comparison, been minor. The
most significant cut in the past year
was the loss of funding for a tech-
nician’s position. So yes, while
some might say that the cuts have
been minor, relatively speaking,
they have had a significant impact.

Is funding from the private

sector replacing lost

federal and state funding?
It is hard to state whether or

not private support is making up
the difference because it varies so
much from year to year.

Is limited funding an issue
for the University of lllinois?

Yes. Right now it is very dif-
ficult to expand research activities
because we don’t have consistent
funding for technical support.
Without consistent funding, it is
very difficult to hire trained indi-
viduals who can work on projects
from beginning to end.

If funding is a limiting
resource, how might
interested parties offer
their support?

Historically, small grants
have been the most popular form
of support; and they are, of
course, crucial to ongoing activi-
ties at the University of Illinois. It
is important to realize, however,
that grants have a few limitations.
First, they are usually earmarked
for specific applied research pro-

jects and, therefore, offer little
assistance to basic research pro-
jects that are equally important.
Second, they are an inconsistent
funding source from year to year
and cannot be used to hire needed
technicians. Third, preparing
grant proposals can be very time
consuming, which takes away pro-
ductive time from the faculty.

To truly support the techno-
logical advancement of the turf-
grass industry, a unified fundrais-
ing effort is needed from the entire
golfing community. Such an effort
would develop a reliable funding
source that would support the
infrastructure of the research pro-
gram, i.e., technicians, graduate
students, field and laboratory
equipment purchases, etc. It would
also be appropriate for such a fund-
ing source to have some kind of
board or committee to which the
university is accountable. This
approach would ensure that funds

(continued on page 34)

commeRCIAL TURF & TRACTOR

NEW SUMMERTIME AERATION PROGRAM!

\

VERTI-DRAIN

NEW NEEDLE TINES

Sp
f o)
/?los
ROTADAIRON Sy
SOIL RENOVATOR

L

AERAVATOR

BRILLION

VERTI-SEED

MASSEY FERGUSON

NORTH AMERICA’S #1 VERTI-DRAIN DISTRIBUTOR!

10 July 1997 On Course




