WE CARE!

50% of the superintendents who bought light
weight fairway mowers bought the wrong one!

Ransomes 305™

Consider these figures:

« 150% more productive
than any 100" machine

+ 10 psi on turf

+ 6.5" reel diameter,
mid-size reel

* 4 wheels driven by parallel
cross-flow hydraulic system

« 2 electric solenoid valves
in mower

* 0 on-board computers!
Now available with Turf Protector oil.

Also available as the 7-gang 405™ - 200% as productive!

RANSOMVIES illinois lawn
CUSHMAN equipment inec.
RYAN and

For The Best Results 708/349-8484

Over 200 Years of Combined Experience!
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OVERSIGHT: Photo credits to Andrew Young for the January On Course issue front
cover and the individual Board of Directors pictures to be used throughout 1997,
Our apologies, Andrew! Nice job!

The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS) is a professional organization

EDITOR: Fred D. Opperman

810 Greenwood Avenue founded in 1927 whose goals include preservation and dissemination of scientific and practical
Carpentersville, IL 60110 knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

Phone & Fax B47-428-5009 or emall: [TERESOCEE0TToN cage p gLog ¢ )

On Course is published monthly. All articles, double-spaced, We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
are required by the first of the month to make the next indivi -ollective prestice of the u

issue. Advertising is sold bz the column inch, sixth page, individual and collective prestge of the members.

quarter page, third page, half page and full page The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our sur-

oria pusicanon | not coprighied. Yee woulc lie éﬁ,sz?é;w roundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the gener-

give the author and On Course credit al public now and in the future.
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ON COURSE WITH THE PRESIDENT

iva Las Vegas! The holi-

days are over, and excit-

ing times are on the hori-
zon. February 6-12 marks the
time for the GCSAA’s 68th
International  Golf  Course
Conference and Show in Las
Vegas, Nevada. The “Super
Bowl” of turfgrass conferences
has always been the GCSAA
convention.

This year’s convention
promises to be a great one! Over
78 seminars will be offered to
help enhance your knowledge of
turfgrass and its management.
Several other seminars will focus
on personal growth potential.
Still others will help you manage
your employees and manage the
precious environment we live
and work in.

Each year one of the most
educational parts of GCSAA’s
convention has to be the trade
show. Shopping all day at your
local mall pales to the workout
one receives touring the show.
Many show veterans will tell you
to wear comfortable shoes at this
event. The time given to see the
show never seems to be enough.
The new equipment and prod-
ucts show proof that many peo-
ple work very hard to offer the
golf industry the very best in
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turfgrass management tools.

While walking around the
show, you are able to meet and
greet the many friends and asso-
ciates that you know in our great
industry. This brings me to my
favorite highlight of convention
time. There is no better place to
exchange ideas and solve prob-
lems than at the annual conven-
tion. Golf course superinten-
dents are one big fraternity. If 1
fly away home with a least one
single idea or problem solved, I
feel great about the time spent at
the GCSAA convention.

The MAGCS offers another
venue to see people and
exchange ideas. Each year at the
GCSAA convention, the
Midwest presents its hospitality
room. This year the room will be
at Bally’s Las Vegas. It will be
held on the nights of February 9
and February 10. The future
title of this event may need to
be changed to the MAGCS hos-
pitality ballroom. Our very own
Brian Bossert was able to secure
a ballroom for this vear’s event
at Bally’s. The growing numbers
at this event prompted a change
in room size. A big thank you
needs to go Brian’s way for all
the work he puts into arranging
this event.

The Midwest would not be
able to present this gala without
the generous support of the
many commercial members of
the MAGCS. Last year over
$11,000 was contributed to the
cause. We again cannot thank
the commercial members
enough for all of their support.
Giving a little (or a lot) of busi-
ness to the commercial members
will show your thanks.

As you plan for the upcom-
ing convention, remember to
plan ahead to see all that makes
this event so great. We are so
fortunate to be able to experi-
ence such a grand conference.
Thank you GCSAA for provid-
ing everyone with such a dynam-
ic convention. Here’s hoping
that a fun and safe time is had by
all! T am off to pack my Elvis
outfit.

ARty

Ed Braunsky, CGCS
President, MAGCS



LEGACY  Now

GCoLF TRRIGATION

Backed Up With 30 Years of Experience Century - Your Link to Legacy

In the past, golf course superintendents generally got two bids Whether you are replacing just one head, an entire system or
when replacing an irrigation system. But now there’s a new  planning a new course, call a Century golf professional.
option. Legacy has brought together the world leader in gear- : more than 30 years of experience and an impressive list
drive technology and the leader in control systems and valves sfled Customers, Century can show you the advantages
with a combined track record unsurpassed for quality pro - | option with Legacy

*%g?%&%wgﬁ CENTURY RAIN Alp J45

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.

A Tradition — More Than 60 Years

For Private Estates, Municipalities, Sch
Parks and Golf Courses

(847) 475-1877

912 Pitner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202

Since 1930
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DIRECTOR'S COLUMN

Jim McNair
Orchard Valley G.C.

s chairman of the
Editorial Committee,
[’ve had the pleasure to

see On Course become a success.
Our mission for 1997 is to con-
tinue to improve the overall
quality of the magazine while
publishing it in a most cost-effi-
cient manner.

One of the tasks that the
committee will undertake in
1997 will be to develop a policy
to equitably meet the demand
for advertising space. We have a
new problem to face this year
that was brought about due to
the success of the magazine.
There is more demand for color
ad space on the back cover than
what we can satisfy. Last August,
we had two companies that each
wanted to buy the back cover
color ad for the entire 1997 sea-
son. As a result, we thought that
the fairest thing to do at the
time was to give each advertiser
six issues. We hadn’t even begun
to solicit ads for 1997 and
already had the back cover sold!
Great job, right? Wrong! Once
we began soliciting ads for ‘97,
we found that there were several

are at now. Full-color back cover
ads for 1997 are sold out. So
during the next several months,
the Editorial Committee will
develop a policy to equitably sell
the back cover color ad as well as
other key advertising space in
On Course.

A new feature each month
in On Course for 1997 will be to
honor golf courses that are cele-
brating a special anniversary (50,
75, or 100 vyears) this year.
Please call Fred Opperman to let
him know if your course is cele-
brating such an occasion.

We plan to continue with
the new format for On Course
which has been so well received.
You have told us that the color
in the cover photos, ads and pic-
tures in the context of the mag-
azine is the thing that you like
most. We’ll try to give you more

whenever possible. We have also
heard positive feedback on the
“Super-N-Site Profile,” “Ask the
Expert,” and “the Bull Sheet”
segments. But it all comes down
to you, the superintendent, to
provide the input. With your
photographic and editorial con-
tributions, we can continue
to improve the content of
On Conrse. B

e Oversize turf
tires for
safety

Computer
controlled
dispersion
system

Choice of
nitrogen
sources

FOR INFORMATION CALL:

|
Arthur Clesen, Inc

543 Diens Drive « Wheeling, IL 60090 « (847) 537-2177 o FAX (847) 537-2210

other advertisers wanting that
back cover. And that’s where we
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Only par ex with IBDU° has the highest WIN percentage.
We have more than Lebanon* and more than Scotts! Because the

higher the Water Insoluble Nitrogen content, the longer your turf - S
will remain green and the less chance there is for burn. : @ IMC Vigoro
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FROM FERTILE MINDS.

S
543 Diens Drive e Wheeling, IL 60090 o (847) 537-2177 e FAX (847) 537-2210
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Photographed at Blackwolf Run, Kohler, Wis.

J.W. Turf, Inc.

14N937 U.S. Hwy 20 o Hampshire, IL 60140
Phone: 847/683-4653 Fax: 847/683-3978

NoTHiNG Russ Like a Degree




I TORQO.| Groundsmaster 3000-D

* Advanced Guardian® 84" Recycler® deck
for greater productivity

* New quick-attach system makes
implement changing a breeze

630-773-5555
FAX 630-773-4273

Chicago ' VIR
Turf & Irrigationine. )y v O de O i/

1170 W. Ardmore ¢ Itasca, lllinois 60143

[ roro

Finally, a work vehicle choice.
A reliable 4 wheel work vehicle
with versatile capacity and three
= Wheel maneuverability.

630-773-5555
FAX630-773-4273

1170 W. Ardmore ¢ Itasca, lllinois 60143
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SUPER-N-SITE PROFILE

Doug Quiram

Fred Opperman

oug Quiram s Kemper
Lakes G. C. for he started
in 1976 when the course

wasn’t yet opened for play.
Construction started in the fall of
1975, and the front nine was
opened in 1978 and the back nine
in 1979.

Kemper Lakes G.C.’s 18th
hole is pictured on the front cover
this month due to its hosting its
seccond Ameritech Open May
30—June 1, 1997. The club has
been the past home of the Illinois
PGA from the early 1980s to
1993. In 1983, the PGA
Championship was played here.
It has had four PGA Grand Slam

QUALITY CONTRACTING - QUALITY SERVICE - QUALITY RESULTS

-N- Kemper Lakes Golf Club

D0 4

KemperLakes

events and the 1992 PGA

National Amateur.

The course is tough; it plays
7,517 vards from the gold tees
with par being 75.7! From the
white tees, it is 6,265 yards and is
a par 71 2 There are 60 acres of
water that come into play on nine
different holes.

The course was originally
sceded to Penncross throughout
the greens, tees and fairways.
However, in 1986, the greens
were resodded in Penncross. In

the monsoons of the spring of

1996, the club installed a Toro
Osmac system. New sprinklers
and controllers were installed, but
they left the main lines in since
they were still adequate and in
good shape.

Doug was an assistant to
Carl Grassl at Park Ridge C.C. for
two vyears before he came to
Kemper Lakes G.C. He and
Marjorie have been married for 24
years. l

VERTI-DRAIN'! WE GET RESULTS!
HERE’S HOW WE DO IT!

? tine lifting fractures
subsoil to restore soll porosity
and promote root growth.

« #1 U.S. Contractor and Distributor
* 12 Years Experience—Results You Can Count On

* Qut-Performs All Other Deep Aerators

» Customer Satisfaction & Convenience Is Our Focus

BEST BUILT, BEST BACKED, BEST BUY
FOR YOUR CONTRACTING DOLLAR!

TRUST YOUR TURF TO US
QUALITY CONTRACTING - QUALITY SERVICE -
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r@ots a little

1-800-748-7497

Result is porous, well-draining,
deeply rooted greens that
maximize topical applications.

QUALITY RESULTS
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Construction Services to the Golf Industry

~ the
bruce
company

of Wisconsin, Inc.

Many Trucks
Equipped with g5
High Floatation §
Tires to [
Minimize
Damage to your
Golf Course

Water Control Sructures .
Pond Cleaning ¢
New Ponds ¢

Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement.

You have the Projects, Ideas & Needs. We have the Experience & Equipment to do
the job Right the First time.

* New Construction

e Remodelling

* Irrigation

* Drainage

* Feature Shaping

* Trap Sand Replacement

¢ Specialized

W Equipment
== syijted to
= Cleaning your

ré@ Introduces...
IAFORM

C H N O oG Y

Triaform,,, Technology is a superior alternative to any
traditional fertilizer you've ever used. It's patented, envi-
ronmentally sound process dramatically improves the physi-
cal characteristics of a homogeneous fertilizer granule
while delivering excellent agronomic performance and
handling. Triaform technology offers better methylene
urea (MU) nitrogen distribution to deliver more available
nitrogen to the plant.

An innovation you'd expect from a name you can trust.

ProTurf

For details, call your
ProTurf Tech Rep

or 1-800-543-0006 today.

Pond Lining * existing Golf
Cart Paths «
CALL US TODAY!!
Lee Bruce (608) 836-7041 Dave Weber
\ Established 1953 y
&

41\
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BOJO TURF SUPPLY INC

AQUATROLS Corp. Wetting Agents - Primer, Infiftrx, Aqueduct

Bio Trek Biological Fungicide

Bio Turf Gro Liquid Probiotic Fertilizers

Emerald Isle Ltd.  Biostimulants, Soil Amendments,
Biologicals, Nutrients

Lebanon Country Club, Country Club I, & NX Pro

PSA Soil Amendments

Regal Chemical ConSyst, Systec, RegalStar,

RegalKade, Plant Protectants

26019, Aliette, Mocap, Plant Protectants

I

Rhone Poulenc

Seed Research Turfgrass seeds
Tingley Rain Suits, Boots
Turfline True Surface Vibratory Rollers

Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices
24356 HARVEST HiLLs ROAD * FRANKFORT, IL 60423
800-732-9401 » 815-469-6841 » Fax: 815-469-8248
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Results of the Creeping

Bentgrass Variety

at Cantigny Golf

Randy Kane
CDGA Turfgrass Advisor

Scott Witte, Cantigny G.C.

ne-quarter of the 8,000
OSquarc foot  research

putting green at Cantigny
is dedicated to evaluating the new
bentgrass cultivars that are com-
ing onto the market. Our trial
includes 20 creeping bentgrasses,
many of which are experimental
or newly released varieties. In the
past ten years, approximately 25
to 30 creeping bents have been
developed for use on golf courses.
Several of the newest varieties are
noted for their fine leaf texture
and high plant density at very low
cutting heights. Selection for heat
and drought tolerance has also
been a target of several breeding
programs.

Our 2,000 sq. ft. variety trial
was seeded in mid September
1994, and several plots were treat-
ed with Roundup/Finale and
resceded during the summer of
‘95. Most of the ‘95 season was
devoted to grow-in and matura-
tion. Due to the extreme summer
stress, fertility was kept fairly low,
and cutting height was main-
tained at 3/16 in. (.188)
throughout 1995. Early in 1996,
the cutting height was dropped to
5/32 in. (.150), where it stayed
for the remainder of the season.
The cold and wet spring of ‘96
slowed greenup of the varieties,
and 2.2 Ibs. of N were applied
between April 1 and June 20 to
try to get things growing. Only
another 2 Ibs. of N was applied to
the variety trial for the remainder
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of *96. Once the grass took off in
late June, we tried to keep the turf
“lean and mean” for the rest of
the summer. If nothing else, the
low to moderate fertility regime
encouraged some dollar spot, so
we were able to get good data on

What makes a
bigh-quality
bentgrass for

putting green turf?

The main factors to
look for are dark
green color, fine
leaf texture, and

an upright growth
habit from high

shoot density.

dollar spot susceptibility for many
of the new varieties.

Of the 20 varieties we
included in the Cantigny green,
16 are also in the 1993 National
Bentgrass Test administered by
the National Turfgrass Evaluation
Program (see the article on NTEP
in the September 96 On Course
by Fermanian and Voigt). NTEDP
evaluates new and existing culti-
vars of all types of turfgrasses at
universities around the country.
The closest sites to Chicago for
comparative purposes are Urbana-
Champaign (U of I), East Lansing

Trial

(MSU) and Madison (UW). Since
the Chicago environment can be
quite different from these areas,
we wanted to have a NTEP-type
evaluation in the Chicago metro
area. Also, the maintenance and
soils/rootzones of NTEP bent-
grass test sites are quite variable
and are often not consistent with
the level of maintenance locally. It
is interesting to note, as an aside,
that the USGA, GCSAA and
NTEP are cooperating to estab-
lish putting green variety evalua-
tions at up to 15 golf courses
around the country. This will fur-
ther improve the evaluation of
new and existing varieties since
they will be placed under more
intensive maintenance and traffic
conditions.

Quality Ratings

What makes a high-quality
bentgrass for putting green turf?
The main factors to look for are
dark green color, fine leaf texture,
and an upright growth habit from
high shoot density. Other traits to
look for are tolerance to low cut-
ting heights, disease and insect
resistance, traffic tolerance and
competitiveness  against  Poa
annua. The quality ratings pre-
sented here for ‘96 are based pri-
marily on four factors: color, tex-
ture, density, and disease resis-
tance. The monthly numerical rat-
ings were compiled by Randy
Kane with input from Scott Witte
and student assistants. Since one
person did all of the ratings, hope-
fully some consistency was main-
tained. However, the rater’s own
biases were also reinforced.

(continued on page 12)



