
dirt and snow, edge, blow, chip,
aerate and more - in minutes. Find
out why the 410 is so easy to get
attached to. See your authorized
Steiner dealer today.

THE STEINER
A 1lJRF TRACfOR WITIf A DIFFERENf TWIST

STEINER

Roseman Tractor Equipment Co. Inc
2620 Crawford Avenue
. Evanston, IL. 60201

847-864-1842 Fax 847-864-1938

It'seasy to
getattached to

smooth handling with our unique
articulated frame, low center of
gravity, high flotation tires and
responsive power steering. Best of all,
thanks to its "Quick-Hitch" attach-
ments, you're ready to mow, move

Looking to move up to the qual-
ity of a Steiner? You'll find the
same quality Steiner engineering
- with many of the capabilities of our
most powerful models - in our four-
wheel drive 410. It's designed for
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PUT~OUR..Nn
lNIIERE YOUR

RHONE-POULENC AG COMPANY
P.O. Box 12014, 2 tW Alexander Drive

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709
1-800-334-9745
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SUPER -N- SITE PROFILE

Kevin DeRoo -N- Bartlett Hills Golf Club

Christopher, Kayce, Kyle, Cheryl and Kevin DeRoo.

John Gurke) CGCS
Aurora C.C.

7he August MAGCS meet-
ing will be held at Bartlett
Hills Golf Club in Bartlett,

with Kevin DeRoo serving as our
generous and courageous host.
Agreeing to host an August meet-
ing sounds like a great idea in
March when snow is still flying
and the arrangements chairman is
buying you drinks, as Kevin will
attest; however, we all know what
a Midwest summer can bring us,
which makes Kevin DeRoo a
brave superintendent indeed.

Kevin's been a Bartlett boy
his whole life-he grew up a stone's
throw from the course along with
his eight-yes, eight-siblings.
While in high school, Kevin went
to work for Ed Joerns at Villa
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Olivia, which began his career in
the golf business. Kevin attended
Harper College where he received
his degree in 1984.

From '83 to '88, he worked
with Joel Purpur at Bartlett Hills
during an extensive course
improvement operation. A new
manual irrigation system was
installed in-house along with the
rebuilding of several holes. In
1988, Joel went to River Forest,
leaving the course to ME, of all
people. Having worked with
enough seasoned veterans like
Joel and myself, Kevin decided to
go to work as assistant to the no-
name, up-and -coming youngster
at Inverness named Mike Bavier,
a move Kevin calls, and I quote,
"The single most important
move I've ever made in securing
a good future for myself in this

business. But don't take it per-
sonally, John."

By fall of 1990, I had done
all the damage one guy could pos-
sibly do to Bartlett Hills, so I
gracefully snuck away in the night,
leaving the door open for Kevin.
The reconstruction was-and still is
-in progress, and Kevin has been
doing it ever since. Building
greens, tees, bunkers, flower
boxes, a driving range, and a new
clubhouse are just a few of the
projects which have kept Kevin
busy since his arrival. The latest
project approved was a new auto-
matic irrigation system slated for
this fall.

On the homefront, Kevin,
35, has been married to his beau-
tiful wife Cheryl (a truly fine cook
and landlord, from my own expe-
rience) for 13 years. They have
three great kids-Christopher, 9;
Kayce, 8; and Kyle, 5. Kevin is an
avid family man, considering them
his main hobby along with hockey
and an occasional game of golf.
For those of you who have not
been to Bartlett Hills Golf Club
recently, be ready for something
special. From the gorgeous new
clubhouse (no silo, however) to
the vastly-improved golf course,
it'll be a great day. We thank Kevin
DeRoo and Bartlett Hills in
advance for hosting the August
meeting. See you there! •
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Palatine Oil Co., Inc .• P.O. Box 985 • Palatine, IL 60078

CANNON TURF SUPPLY, INC.

1227 Naperville Dr.
Romeoville, IL 60446

Where Success Is Based on a
Commitment to People ...
STOCKING A COMPLETE LINE OF PESTICIDES, FERTILIZERS,
GRASS SEED AND ACCESSORIES FOR THE TURF PROFESSIONAL

Quality Products for the Turfgrass Professional

TOLL FREE 800-457-7322

(630) 378-9200
Fax (630) 378-9292
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Keep Them Greens a Rolling ...
(continued from page 10)

rollers. Steve Van Acker has had
his rollers for three years now, and
it seems like he is using them
more this year than before. Tom
Lively has 6 USGA-type greens
and 12 native soil greens with
heavy topdressing material and
uses his rollers more on the native
soil greens.

In summary, there are some
advantages and disadvantages.
The advantages are increased
green speed, smoothness, consis-
tency, dew removal, and gaining
speed without changing height of
cut. The disadvantages are soil
compaction on native soil greens
(if rolled more than three times
per week), some turf injury from
wear, and impeded air and water
soil infiltration.

These six superintendents
didn't see any compaction or thin-
ning of the turf; the quality of the

turf wasn't sacrificed, and bulk den-
sity might be too early to tell since
they only started to roll their greens
in the last two to three years.

The advantages
are increased
green speed,
smoothness,
consistency,

dew removal, and
gaining speed

without changing
height of cut.

I would like to say thank you
to these superintendents who
took their time with me answering
my questions. I really appreciate

it. Talk with these guys if you have
any question, and I can tell you
that there are more than six super-
intendents in the Chicagoland
area that are using some type of
roller in their maintenance pro-
gram for their putting greens .•

Editor)s note: In June of 1988) I
was) I believe) the first to introduce
the green roller to the Chicago
area. While in Australia) I saw a
roller being used on bowling greens
and thought it would work on
putting greens. A couple of phone
calls later, and a green roller was
in the Chicago area along with the
inventor. Chicago Turf and
Irrigation was kind enough to
take it around to some courses. The
gentleman who invented it never
obtained a U.S. patent) and the
idea was picked up by others-the
rest is history. For extra reading)
see the June 1988 Bull Sheet.

..Hollembeak Construfit,iQP., Inc.
Golf Course Construction andilRemodeling

"We believe in a quality job and take pride in our finished product."

• New Construction • Pond Conshrllction
(lIlt:!'

• Feature Shaping • Boulder Features
• Bunker Sand Replacement • Cart Paths
• Pond Dre<Jging

; k I
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Supplying the Chicagoland area with excellent service
and technical expertise for over 28 years ...

We deliver. .. •Aquatic Products
• Block Retaining Wall
• Bulk Fertilizer
• Drain Tile
• Fertilizers
• Geotextile Fabrics
• Grass Seed
• Herbicides
• Hose

2N 255 County Farm Road, West Chicago, I 60185

630-668-5537

• Insecticides
• Irrigation Parts
• Marking Paint
• Specialized Pesticides
• Spreaders
• Spray Equipment
• Tee and Green Equipment
• Terra Shield Green Cover
• Tree Fertilizer

• Irrigation Design & Installation

::11:
HALLORAN &
YAUCH, INC.
IRRIGATION
SYSTEMS

2040 Lehigh Avenue
Glenview, IL 60025

Telephone 847.724.8660
Fax 847.724.8659

• Drainage Systems

• Pump Station Work & Consultation

• Irrigation Pipe & Supplies

ACME MATERIALS CO.
1-800-397 -1105

GREEN
DIVOT

MIX
TOP DRESSING BUNKER SAND
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Impressions of the Medalist
America Field Day

Tom VoW't
Extension Turfgrass Specialist
University of Illinois

1n June, I joined more than
200 individuals interested
in turf seed development

and use at the Medalist America
Field Day in Post Falls, Idaho. It
was a high-quality event; we
spent a day touring research labs
and greenhouses, viewing seed
production and storage facilities,
and studying hundreds, or per-
haps thousands, of turf plots. I
came away from the day with

.. several impressions.

First, the seed business is
huge and getting bigger. We
viewed seed cleaning equipment
and storage facilities with a
capacity of more than
20,000,000 pounds of cleaned
seed. As I understand it, that's
approximately a year's crop for
Medalist. Emerging markets for
turf seed in Asia and Eastern
Europe are expanding the
demand for the u.s. product.

Second, if you're a fan of
Kentucky bluegrass fairways and
lament their passing, there is
hope. It appears as though there
is great interest in Kentucky
blue grasses for golf course fair-
way use throughout the U.S.
We viewed many plots of 1/2-
inch tall bluegrasses, several of
which show great promise. Will
Kentucky bluegrasses become
more widely used in the future?
Probably not at 1/2 inch in
Illinois, but high -quality
Kentucky bluegrass fairways of
3/4 to 1 inch appear very realis-
tic.

Photo by Fred Opperman Seed cleaning/processing machine.

(continued on page 18)
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MAXILINK
FREEDOM

100% WIRELESS
OPERATION

SPRINKLER

~~¥~
IRRIGATION

1-800-373-4120
Addison • East Peoria • Rock Island

MAXI LI N K (Maxi Wireless)

Upgrade your current irrigation management
system without the ugly mess and
hassle of open trenches

FREEDOM
Put the power of central
control in your hand.

Retrofits to
any Maxi
central
control
system

B & G CONSULTANTS, INC.
DISTRIBUTORS OF ORGANICA TURF PRODUCTS

ORGANICAPGA * A simple, costeffective way to enhance Soil Biology by
adding concentrations of selected, naturally occurring soil microorganisms.
Organica PGA combines the beneficial effects of 47 different strains of
naturally occurring bacteria, providing them in a highly concentrated form.

• establishes microbial populations effective in preventing pythium,
Rhizocionia and Fusarium

• solubilizes phosphorous and other minerals for plant availability.
• chelates metal ions in alkaline conditions.
• stimulates plant growth by naturally accelerating cell division.
• absolutely non - phytotoxic.

ORGANICAPONDCLARIFIER
Axis - the only ((true))calcined diatomaceous earth product produced in the u.S.
Axis Plus - Axis coated with organica PGA.

CALL FOR MORE INFO AND PRICING. * B & G CONSULTANTS, INC.
Office; (847) 367-7728 Fax: (847) 680-6237 Mobile: (847) 347-5105
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Impressions of the Medalist ...
(continued from page 16)

Finally, endophytic creep-
ing bentgrasses and IZentucky
bluegrasses may become a reali-
ty. For a number of years, endo-
phytic fescues and rye grasses
have been available so that users
can take advantage of the insect
resistances, and perhaps the
environmental stress tolerance
that these species enjoy. At the
field day, we saw endophytic
creeping bentgrasses growing in
the field and endophytic
Kentucky bluegrasses in the lab.
I t remains to be seen if
researchers can develop endo-
phytic strains of these species
that have desirable turf quality,
but current work certainly shows
potential.

At thefield day,
we saw endophytic

creeping bentgrasses
growing in the field

and endophytic
I(entucky bluegrasses

in the lab.

Over the past fifty years, the
turf industry has made great
strides in developing new pest
control products and equipment
that has allowed steady improve-
ment in turf quality over that
time. However, neither of these
industries have surpassed the
accomplishments of the turf seed
industry. Currently available turf-
grasses are probably the best ever
marketed. With the research and
development work of turf compa-
nies like Medalist America, the
movement towards better and
better quality turf appears as
though it will continue .•

CALL:
BILL MORGAN

TOM RALPH
PAYLINE WESf

225 N. RANDALL RD.
ST. CHARLES, II.. 60174

630/584-8700
FAX 630/584-4453
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ASK THE MAN WHO HAS USED IT.

We sell an air-dried, uniform and
free flowing top dressing.

Distributed by:
Bud Edman
E - 3 Turf Products
630-985-3974

FLORA TINE
PRODUCTS GROUP

620 Webster St.
Algonqutn, IL

60102
Area Code 847

658-5303

HENRY FRENZER

Custom blended to your specifications
by our modern equipment.

PRECISION BLENDED
TOP DRESSING

~ Introduces ...

IAFORNl
-- --- ------ -- --- --- ------!!!!!!!!

iiiiiiiii-----------.. ---. --------- -!!!!!!!!

Excellent Service at Reasonable Prices
24356 HARVEST HILLS ROAD • FRANKFORT, IL 60423

800-732-9401 • 815-469-6841 • Fax: 815-469-8248

Triafo~M Technology is a superior alternative to any
traditional fertilizer you've ever used. It's patented, envi-
ronmentally sound process dramatically improves the physi-
cal. characteristics of a homogeneous fertilizer granule
while delivering excellent agronomic performance and
handling. Triaform technology offers better methylene
urea (MU) nitrogen distribution to deliver more available
nitrogen to the plant.

An innovation you'd expect from a name you can trust.

I~ I For details, call your
~ ProTurf Tech Rep
ProTulj;

or 1-800-543-0006 today.

AQUATROLS Corp.
Bio Trek
Bio Turf Gro
Emerald Isle Ltd.

Lebanon
PSA
Regal Chemical

Rhone Poulenc
Seed Research
Tingley
Turfline

Wetting Agents - Primer, Infiltrx, Aqueduct
Biological Fungicide
Liquid Probiotic Fertilizers
Biostimulants, Soil Amendments,
Biologicals, Nutrients
Country Club, Country Club II, & NX Pro
Soil Amendments
ConSyst, Systec, RegalStar,
RegalKade, Plant Protectants
26019, Aliette, Mocap, Plant Protectants
Turfgrass seeds
Rain Suits, Boots
True Surface Vibratory Rollers
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My Backyar

Breeder blocks to check number of pounds of seed per acre. Photos by LeAnn Scott

Fred Opperman
Editor

1nmid June, I toured the
Rathdrum Prairie area in
northern Idaho. This area is

located just west of Spokane,
Washington, and presently sup-
ports more than 25 seed companies
on 15,000 acres. About 10,000 of
these acres are being used to grow
proprietary blue grasses.

So, where does "Don't Burn
in My Backyard" come in? Well, it
seems every time that California
shakes, rattles and rolls, there is an
exodus that sends the population
looking for safer ground. Many of
these people leaving California are
buying property in the seed-pro-
ducing areas of the country, main-
1yWashington, Oregon and Idaho.
The new neighbors, when looking
for property, love the looks of the
green fields with the grass blowing
in the breezes. Property like this
doesn't have the dust and pollu-
tion of where they just left! It sure
doesn't-until field burning time.
Then the new neighbors start
howling and complaining of the
smoke and air pollution in their
newly purchased homes.
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All of this complaining has
brought about laws in the major
three seed -producing states of
Washington, Oregon and Idaho
concerning the burning of seed
fields. Washington and Oregon
already have laws enacted on field
burning, and Idaho will have
some form of law in 1998.

Seedgrowers have
been burning their
fields since the
beginning. It has
always been a

standard practice to
cleanse thefield after
harvest by burning.

Seed growers have been
burning their fields since the
beginning. It has always been a
standard practice to cleanse the
field after harvest by burning.
This kills off many weed seeds and
the chafe left behind. The field

then can grow another crop of the
same variety the next year from
the rhizomes and roots left in the
ground unaffected by the burn-
ing. The yields are greater when
the fields have been burned off.

What does this mean to you
the end user? Without burning
the fields, the farmers will have to
plow them to control the grassy
weeds. Seed yields will not be as
great if the fields have to be
plowed, and the purity will go
down. Farmers will have to plant
a crop other than grass in that
field for a few years. That will
drive up the price of the seed for
the first year or so. With the
prices up, more farmers will then
want to plant grass seed; and with
the added acreage in seed produc-
tion, there will be more yield, and
the price will go down in a year or
two. Thus, we will have a cyclical
market even more so than we
presently have today.

Going back to the "Don't
Burn in My Backyard," it has been
proven that plowing and exposing
the bare ground over the winter
or spring creates 20 times more

(continued on page 22)


