PREDICTABLE

PREDICTABLE

As sure as the sun rises, you can count on Pursell’s
POLYON® fertilizers. Our patented coating

process ensures against early release due to
excessive rain, soil pH or microorganisms.
You can rely on POLYON fertilizers to
give you greener turf for a longer time.
In fact, POLYON technology

is so dependable, we even
Platinum
Tee Club

Pursell’s
PolyGraph™
computer

program can
predict your

turf’s response.

have a computer program that can predict how your

turf will respond months after application.

Call 1 800 422-4248
for a demonstra-

tion. You won’t

find a more reliable

Fertilizers of the Future

fertilizer under

PurseLL TECHNOLOGIES

the sun. [ eenanvinman

Cannon Turf Supply, Inc., 800-457-7322, 630-378-9200

POLYON® & 2 reg af BLC

gees. The POLYON dessgn and the GREEN color are tradernarks of RLC Technologies


http://www.polyon.com
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John Turner, senior sales represen-
tative for AgroEvo, presented two
$500 scholarships to seniors Reed
Kemp and Alicia McDonald from
Purdue University at the Midwest
Regional Turf Expo in January.
This annual scholarship assists turf-
grass students in meeting the edu-
cational needs of their professed
interest in turfgrass management.
Susan and Scott Witte began
their family with the birth of
their first child, Kori Lynn, on
January 29, 1997. Kori weighed
8 Ibs., 14 oz. Congratulations!
Joe Murphy, 630-792-0416, is
looking for an assistant or fore-
man position. Eleven years expe-
rience, college degree, resume
upon request.

Congratulations to Kristin and
Mike Siefken who were married on
March 1, 1997. Mike is the super-
intendent at Woodstock C.C.

For sale: Six Toro Series IV greens
mowers (’82-’84), two Toro Series
IV greens mowers (’78), 69 Ryan
Mataway dethatcher, 91 Cushman
Core Destroyer attachment (used
twice), 92 Greenlron 3000
greens roller (used one season)
and two complete Cushman 5th
wheel hitches (93 /°94, never
used). For further information,
call Tim Kelly at Village Links
630-469-2077, Ext. 1.

John Czapla is secking a second
assistant position. Recent gradu-
ate of Iowa State University spe-
cializing in turfgrass manage-
ment. Please call 847-966-2468.
(Resume is on file with editor.)
Congratulations to Laura and
George Ott on the birth of their
fourth son, Michael Thomas, who
was born on February 6, 1997.
The Ott’s other children are
George, 7; Jim, 5; and Dan, 3.

32 April 1997 On Course

Here are the responses that I have received to date for a list of local
horticulturists /gardeners for the local clubs. This was meant for
networking purposes among these people:

NAME CLUB PHONE NO.
Frank Ashenhurst Itasca C.C. 630-773-1800, Ext. 141
Stephanie Batroni*  Hinsdale G.C. 630-986-1323
Laurel Kaiser Ivanhoe Club 847-566-9257
Debby Kiple Arboretum G. C.  847-913-0383
Michael Moriarity ~ The Village Links
of Glen Ellyn 630-469-2077, Ext. 6
Alaine Rapp The Golf Club
at Oak Brook 630-323-7633

* Stephanie would like to organize some sort of roundtable

discussion, so give her a call.

Tom McDonald of Chevy Chase
C.C has moved into his new
maintenance building, and it is
quite nice. What a drastic and
pleasant change from the old
falling-down barn.

Floyd Norris is looking for a
mechanic’s position. Please call
630-985-6942.

Assistant needed. Flossmoor C.C.
is looking for an assistant with 2
years in turfgrass study.
Additional maintenance experi-
ence required. Contact Ray
Schmitz, 708-798-2498.

BAEsEssEESssEEEEEERERRESBERREsSRRRRERERES

Bill Aiston at Lake Shore C.C. is
looking for an assistant. Spray
operator’s license and experience
is important. 847-835-4303.
We all read about the bank holdup
and shoot-out in Los Angeles in
late February. Well, one of the
police officers that was wounded
was the grandson of Adolph
Bertucci. Adolph reports that his
grandson is okay with only a flesh
wound and had only been on the
police force for 6 months.

Assistant needed at Turnberry
C.C., Crystal Lake, IL. Call Jim
Evans at 815-459-8570.

------ SEsssssEsssEEssEEERERERRSRRRRERRRS
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Call

Richard E. Mika

DUTCH

OMPANY, INC.

t » TOP DRESSING SAND

* BUNKER SAND

* PEA GRAVEL

* BOULDERS & RIP RAP

* ALL GOLF COURSE AGGREGATES

(773) 374-2303
(847) 228-9607
(219) 938-7020




CCURAJE
ANK

ECHNOLOGIES
Precision Tank Tightness Testing; without filling your tanks
All Upgrades for 1998
Install Underground Storage Tanks
Install Aboveground Storage Tanks

L I

Your Complete, Professional, Tank Experts.
Please contact us at:
1-800-773-Tank, (630) 393-1998

HOLLEMBEAK EXCAVATING
& GOLF COURSE CONSTRUCTION
INC.

MIKE HOLLEMBEAK Box 103 GRANART RD.
708-556-3891 BiG Rock, IL 60511

KOELPER BROS.

Golf Course Building and Remodeling
444 E. Mors Avenue
Wheeling, lllinois 60090

FAX 847-541-4619

¢ 4

<\ PAARLBERG'S INC.

GARDEN CENTER * LANDSCAPE * GOLF COURSE
AGRICULTURAL SUPPLIES

CHIPCO TURF PRODUCTS
SHAWS + LEBANON « PAREX

ALL MAJOR TURF SUPPLIES

1840 E. 172ND STREET, SOUTH HOLLAND, IL 60473
708-474-9900 815-469-6730

/ 360 Schaumburg Rd.
@ Streamwood, IL 60107
(630) 830-7405

FAX (630) 830-9652

CLAUSS

BROTHERS, Inc.

GOLF COURSE
CONSTRUCTION AND RENOVATION
LARGE TREE MOVING

847-438-7881 847-541-9182
DANIEL |. KOELPER VICTOR C. KOELPER

Terra Care Products, Inc. T.ILP., INC.
Terra Topper, Terra Broom, Greens Spiker/Seeder

Terra Pick up Sweeper
Terra Areator

JOHNSON AND ASSOCIATES

of Lombard, Inc.
ROGER O. JOHNSON
630-620-8198 - FAX 630-620-8119

**Golf Course Work a Specialty"

LEMONT PAVING CO.
Lemont, IL 60439

Jim, Tracy Murphy (630) 257-6701

109 E. Washington Bivd. Member

Lombard, IL 60148-2637 MAGCS ITF
(800) 553-6320 1111 Timber Trails
Joe Marley, Owner Downers Grove, IL 60516

TURF Con% fs

Specializing in fine
turf cultivation

Golf Course Hydroinjection
- Day or Evening Hours
- 2 Machines Per Course

Specializing in Bedding Plants
Large Variety Fall Mums

ANTON’S

Greenhouses & Garden Centers

Rick & Bob Anton Gary Anton
ANTON'S OF KENOSHA ANTON'S OF EVANSTON
9140 Cooper Rd. (515t Ave.) 1126 Pitner Avenue
Kenosho, Wi 53142 Evanston, IL 60202
414/694-2666 B47/864-1134

1 - Golf Course Remodeling
Tl"gggf;}me And Renovation

At Timberline, we look upon each project as an oppor-

i__,.-_: tunity to create, challenge and beautify your existing
golf course layouts so that it will blend in wilh the sur-
rounding environment and “stand the test of time.”

1907 Darien Club Drive, Darien, IL 60561

\ 630/963-9088 O Pager: 708/850-0159
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Tom Voigt
Extension Turfyrass Specialist
University of Illinois

fyou are tempted to try your

hand at growing some of our

native Midwestern prairie
plant species, but have concerns
about where to begin, I have a
great plant for you to try. It is one
of the most attractive of the prairie
natives and fits equally well into
naturalized or managed settings,
it’s not invasive by seeds or stems,
and it’s tolerant of a wide variety
of soil conditions. What is this
delight? It’s prairie dropseed,
Sporobolus heterolepis, also known
as northern dropseed or dropseed.
It is a warm season perennial
clump-forming grass. It naturally
grew throughout northeastern
Illinois in a variety of settings.

Appearance

The most obvious reason for
growing this plant is its refined
appearance. It is usually less than
4 feet tall, including inflores-
cences; and its long, arching
foliage resembles a fountain. The
20-inch long leaves emerge from
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When viewed up close prairie dropsee

clumps that are 6 to 8 inches
across at the base. The gray-green
leaves are rolled inward and
become golden brown to orange
during the autumn. During winter
they turn pale and bleached.

The flowers emerge, usually
in August, on sturdy stems. These
panicles are cone-shaped, 3 to 12
inches long, and 3 inches wide at
the base. Initally a pale pink-
brown, they mature to golden
brown.

Landscape Use

Prairie dropseed can be used
in a variety of golf course settings.
Certainly, it is a worthwhile inclu-
sion in naturalized areas. Try to
use it where it can be easily viewed
by golfers; I have seen it nicely
used within a turnaround of a cart
path. It is also refined enough to
be used in managed landscape set-
tings as a large-scale ground cover,
specimen plant, or mixed into a
flower bed as an accent. It shows
up well when planted in front of a
dark background due to its attrac-
tive golden appearance in late
summer and autumn.

i

Environmental Adaptation
Prairie dropseed performs
best in full sun; it tends to flop
over in shaded areas. When estab-
lished, it is quite heat and drought
tolerant, perhaps due to its 3- to

5-foot deep root system.
Although it tolerates a wide range
of settings, from moist to dry
prairies, its preferred growing sites
are often well-drained upland
areas. In these upland settings, it
can form communities where it
makes up the majority of the plant
composition. Overall, it is general-
ly a trouble-free plant after it has
matured and becomes established.

Growing and Propagation
Prairie dropseed tends to
begin growing earlier in the spring
than many other warm season
grasses, but the foliage also stops
growing earlier in the summer
than other similar species. It seems
to do best when transplanted in
the spring. Also, it can be slow to
mature, sometimes taking up to 4
years to attain full size from seed.

Propagation is by division or
seed. Divide plants in spring for
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Washed g0 give your couvse

Big Roll
Bentgrass &
Bluegrass Sod Utilizing
StrathAyr's New Patented
Turf Washing System. Small
Rolls & .Unwashed Sod
Also Available.

best success. The seeds of prairie
dropseed fall upon ripening, usu-

ally in September or October. If

you wish to collect seeds from this
plant, be sure to monitor their sta-
tus in the autumn so as not to lose
them before they disperse.

There are some differences in
opinion about starting prairie
dropseed from seed. Some
authors report it to be easy to start
from seed, while others indicate it
to be difficult. In my experience, I
have found it to be a difficult plant
to start from seed, cither in a con-
trolled nursery bed setting or in a
landscape setting. I recommend
purchasing potted plants or plugs,
at least for plantings of limited
size. If you do wish to try to seed
this plant, sow the seeds in the fall
so that they receive stratification.

Of Interest

There is a fragrance, aroma,
or odor that emanates from this
plant while it’s flowering. Some
say it smells of hot wax, while oth-

o sharper \auoR

P.O. Box 188 e Sschneider, IN 46376

800.553.0552 « 3219.552.0752

ers liken the aroma to burnt pop-
corn. Still others find it reminds
them of crushed cilantro. Of addi-
tional interest is the report that
the seeds are tasty. Moreover, the
sceds were used to make flour in
bygone times. In the wild, prairie

Solid
Slabs of

Mature Turf
Easily Installed,
Positioned and Placed to
Level Using StrathAyr's Grab
System. Immediate Surface
Stability. Repair With SquAyrs!

dropseed is good indicator of
undisturbed prairie as it does not
tolerate grazing or other soil dis-
turbances. B

Zd AQUATIC WEED

TECHNOLOGY

Comprehensive Pond & Lake
Management Services

&2 Aquatic Plant Management Services & Aeration Systems

email: Ck:rke@miosquom ormvwanosqwbaam _
A division of Clarke Environmental Mosquito Management Co. Inc.
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e
FULL SERVICE '"]p
GROUND WATER

DRESSERS

An Easy Way to Dispose
of Grass Clippings...
And Save Money

SPECIALISTS

Meadow Equipment -issm———
Sales & Service, Inc. ki

Well Drilling Contractors / Pump Service
27 W. 021 St. Charles Road
Carol Stream, IL 60188

e Water Well Drilling

e Pump Sales and Service

e Water Well Sealing & Capping

e Complete Waterwell Systems In one easy step, eliminate costly dumping fees and
improve the rough by spreading grass clippings sfill
enriched with precious fertilizer. Millcreek's Top Dressers
are equipped with an adjustable undershot poly brush

e |arge Selection of Pumps
Line Shaft / Submersible

e Well Rehab & Chlorinations designed fo evenly distribute top dressing from three fo
_ ten feet wide.
® Maintenance Programs The spreading uses of these Top Dressers are endless:
e 24 Hour Emergency Service * Fertilizer * Sand
* Top Dressing * Grass Clippings

® Seed o Compost

Authorized Sales and Service for Models are available with PTO or Engine Drive.

Leading Pump Manufacturers

WHEATON: (630) 231-6250 For More IrHarn:uh:r, pI?use contact:
ST. CHARLES:(630) 584-6210 ery narris

BENSEVILLE; (630) 766-1906 LEWIS EQUIPMENT

(847) 537-6110
“Where Meadow Gczes. 55 East Palatine Road Distributor of:
the Water Flows Prospect Heights, IL 60070 MILLEREEK
FAX (847) 537-5736 TURF PRODUCTS
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A flexible 10"/ foot out-front
mower that combines large scale
productivity and durability with
the agility of a trim mower.

630-773-5555
FAX 630-773-4273

The first truly mid-sized mowers

for perfect fairways. With abundant
power to superbly cut even the
toughest, thickest turf.

630-773-5555
FAX 630-773-4273

1170 W. Ardmore ¢ Itasca, lllinois 60143



