k‘l”&ﬂlkp . Conserving Nature's Resources Since 1933.”

GOLF IRRIGATION

Control by Rain Bird

Never have greater demands been placed on golf Field satellite control

course superintendents to maintain the For quick programming, the PAR, MSC and
appearance of their properties, SBM satellite controllers allow you
while minimizing water, energy to easily schedule waterings cus-
and labor expenditures. tomized to the needs of indi-

Rain Bird” golf irrigation vidual areas of the course.
products give you the

control to meet these Wireless control
demands. Our wide range Achieve true wireless con-
of products also allow you trol with the Maxi-LiNk™

to stay within your budget irrigation control system and

LINK family of satellites. Before
you choose an irrigation system,
consider installing Rain Bird control.

and your level of comfort with
technology.

Computerized central control
Choose your level of technology that includes the

computerized management and maintenance of &
the MAXI® family. Rain Bird carries any level of mlﬂ BIRD,

control that meets your course expectations. GOLF IRRIGATION
3105 N. MAIN 1600 SHORE RD., UNIT A 27225 150TH AVE.
# EAST PEORIA, IL61611 NAPERVILLE, IL 60563 LONG GROVE, |A 52756
- PHONE: (309) 699-4120 PHONE: (630) 637-9029 PHONE: (319) 285-5808
s eesmnsiah  FAX: (309) 694-1009 FAX: (630) 637-9409 FAX: (319) 285-5809

(800) 373-4120




EDITOR: Fred D. Opperman

810 Greenwood Avenue
Carpentersville, IL 60110

Phone & Fax 847-428-5009 or email

On Course is published monthly. All articles, double-spaced,
are required by the first of the month to make the next
issue. Advertising is sold by the column inch, sixth page,
quarter page, third page, half page and full page.

This publication is not copyrighted. We would like to share
our articles with any who would like to use them, but please
give the author and On Course credit

April

1997 e Volume 50, No.11

10

14

18

20

24

30
34

Front Cover
Looking from behind No.2 green toward the tee at Mt. Prospect G.C.

On Course With the President

Ed Braunsky

Director's Column

George Minnis

Fred Behnke -N- Mt. Prospect
Golf Club

Jim McNair

Putting It All in Perspective

Brian Bossert

1997 MAAGCS Hospitality Suite and
GCSAA Conference in Las Vegas

Brian Bossert

1 Feel Fortunate

Glen Bereiter

A Real Success Story:
The Sunset Ridge Plan

Carl Hopphan

How to Get on the Internet

Nick Hongisto

the Bull Sheet

Prairie Dropseed

Tom Voigt

The Midwest Association of Golf Course Superintendents (MAGCS) is a professional organization
founded in 1927 whose goals include preservation and dissemination of scientific and practical
knowledge pertaining to golf turf maintenance.

We endeavor to increase efficiency and economic performance while improving and enhancing the
individual and collective prestige of the members.

The MAGCS member is also an environmental steward. We strive to uphold and enhance our
surroundings by promoting flora and fauna in every facet in a manner that is beneficial to the
general public now and in the future.
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ON COURSE WITH THE PRESIDENT

he Midwest membership
? has come through again in
1997. When members pay
their dues, they have an option to
pay the normal rate or to give
towards a fund which goes to
research and contributions. This
year, $7,100 was given. Some
have thought that this money was
used to support On Conrse. This is
not true! Through this effort, we
have been able to give more to
several different groups. To date,
the Midwest is given to the
GCSAA Platinum Tee Club, the
Musser Turf Foundation and the
CDGA. Plans include continuing
to support two different research
projects at the University of
Illinois: one for Tom Voight and
the other for Dr. Bruce E.
Branham. I will let these fine
experts explain their projects in
later issues of On Course.

The new  Membership
Directory was again in the hands of
the membership in record time. A
big “thank you” needs to go to not
only our Executive Secretary
George Minnis but also to his very
understanding and helpful wife
Karen. The directory would be able
to be published even earlier if one
thing happened. The information
sheet and a dues check would be
sent ON TIME! The MAGCS
member roll at this point is nearing
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600. Thanks to all who paid their
dues in 1997 (on time!). I asked
George Minnis to write an article
for this issue. I am sure you will
learn a thing or two from George.
He truly continues to do an out-
standing job for the Midwest.

For those of you who ven-
tured out to Las Vegas, hopefully,
you were able to visit what many
felt was the one of the finest hos-
pitality rooms ever. That says a lot
due to the fact that many people
such as Dave and Penny Meyer, Al
Fierst, Albie Staudt and Bob
Breen, Sr., did an outstanding job
in the past and gave a lot of them-
selves in doing so. All of the cred-
it for this year’s room goes to
Brian Bossert. The people who
have done this task in the past
know what a chore it is and the
amount of work that Brian went
through. The hard work was
Brian’s doing, but the financial
backing is credited to the many
commercial members who once
again generously gave to the
MAGCS.

THANKS AGAIN TO ALL
WHO SUPPORTED THE
ROOM!

Interesting items come in the
mail every day. A lot of trees are
wasted on some of the mail we
receive at our clubs and courses.
What a shame some people do not
think about what they are mailing
out or who they might affect.
People need to be careful! Some
people are wondering what the
heck I am talking about. Give me
a call, and I will fill you in. I have
already wasted enough space on
this topic.

“That guy is the consum-
mate superintendent.” I have spo-
ken these words many times in the
past about Bruce R. Williams.
What more can you say about a
guy who has done it all in the

ever-challenging world of being a
golf course superintendent. Bruce
has set the bar high (I stole that
term from the GCSAA conven-
tion) and has leaped over it! The
Midwest is losing a lot of its key
people. Bob Maibusch stated that
“Bruce will be on the West Coast,
and Roger Stewart along with Len
Berg will be on the East Coast. By
the time they get through, they
will have everyone in the middle
of the country signed up as a
member of the MAGCS!” I told
Bruce that a lot of people will be
his friend next year when we go
out to the convention in
Anaheim. Could I get the chance
to play at Bruce’s new course?
Quoting Bruce, “Not a chance,
Viking Boy.”

All the best to you and your
family in California, Bruce. We
will truly miss you. Thanks for the
many years of service not only to
the MAGCS but also to the pro-
fession we all love.

ARty

Ed Braunsky, CGCS
President, MAGCS



Now There’s A Third Option...

\J

LEGACY

G OLE ITRRIGATION

Backed Up With 30 Years Experience Century - Your Link to Legacy

In the past, golf course superintendents generally got two bids Whether you are replacing just one head, an entire system or
when replacing an irrigation system. Now there is a new planning a new course, call a Century golf professional
option. Legacy Golf has brought together the world leader in With more than 30 years of experience and an in 1|| essive list
and the leader in control systems and  of satisfied customers, Century c |1-\.".u you the advantages

gear-drive technology

valves to create an irrigation system unsurpassed for quality a third option with Legacy.
Legacy now available at 50 Century Rain Aid
locations in the eastern U.S. and Canada. CENTURY RA,N A,D 800-347-4272
There's a branch near you! www.rainaid.com

Nels J. Johnson Tree Experts, Inc.

A Tradition — More Than 60 Years
Of Complete, Dependable, Economicalw
“For Private Estates, Municipalities, Se
Parks and Golf Courses

(847) 475-1877
912 Pitner Ave., Evanston, IL 60202

Since 1930
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DIRECTOR’S COLUMN

George Minnis
Executive Secretary, MAGCS

s executive secretary for
our association, the task
that is the most challeng-

ing each year is the collection of

dues and of information for our
yearly directory that, as you know,

is published the first part of
February. The cutoff date of

February 1 was accomplished
again this year; and by now, the
directory should be in your hands.

As you might have noticed,
this year the directory was modi-
fied to recognize all of our past
presidents and clarify information

about our members. The list of

past presidents was changed to
include those that we have infor-
mation on along with the year
they served. A few of our mem-
bers let us know that they have
pagers, and so we added the word
“pager” for an additional contact
number. We also gave recognition
to all of our superintendents who
are certified with the GCSAA by
stating so next to their class desig-
nation. Being certified is quite an
accomplishment and will no
longer go unrecognized.

Good news. The member-
ship is growing. In the past year,
we have added 83 new members;
and even though some have cho-
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sen not to renew for one reason or
another, the count is up by 24. If
you know of someone who is
interested in joining, please have
them get in touch with Fred
Behnke over at Mount Prospect
Golf Club. Fred is in charge of
membership applications this year
and will be happy to send the
information to anyone that
requests it. He can be reached
days at (847) 632-9331.

Another area that has grown
is our Employment Referral
Service. Last year, we sent out 21
referrals; and this year is already
showing signs of an increase. For
more information on our referral
service, please contact Vice
President Kevin Czerkies over at
Sportsman’s Country Club. He
has the forms and the information
you need in preparing a notice.
He can be reached days at (847)
291-2352, Ext.132,

Finally, a few words about
our monthly meetings. Pre-
registration and prepayment, as
each notice states, is required. The
host for each event goes to a great
deal of trouble to see that every-
one attending is taken care of
properly and relies on the registra-
tion list for that purpose. So,
when attending, please preregis-
ter. Your host will appreciate it.

Questions, concerns, etc.,
please give me a call. MAGCS
voice mail is (630) 406-5356. I’ll
do my best to find the answer. B

e Oversize turf
tires for
safety

Computer
controlled
dispersion
system

Choice of
nitrogen
sources

FOR INFORMATION CALL:

Arthur Clesen, Inc

543 Diens Drive « Wheeling, IL 60090 e (847) 537-2177 e FAX (847) 537-2210
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Only par ex with IBDU® has the highest WIN percentage.
We have more than Lebanon* and more than Scotts! Because the
higher the Water Insoluble Nitrogen content, the longer your turf

will remain green and the less chance there is for bum., : @ IMC Vigoro

FROM FERTILE MINDS.

—_—

543 Diens Drive ¢ Wheeling, IL 60090 o (847) 537-2177 o FAX (847) 537-2210




WE PUNCHED HOLES IN
THE THEORY THAT
UALITY AND QUANTITY
DoN'T Mix

Introducing The New Aercore® 800

The new walk-behind Aercore 800 delivers the same instead of chains makes it quieter, more forgiving,
advantages found in the tractor-mounted Aercore 1000 and and easier to maintain.
1500. Specifically, the ability to deliver high productivity Tine choices include solid and open-side design
without sacrificing hole quality, durability, or ease of service.  that combine with the four working speeds to deliver
Powered by an 18-hp Kohler engine, the 800 covers a from 2" x 1.4" to 2" x 2.9" hole patterns at up to 3.5
lot of ground at a coring swath of 31.5-inches. Four gears inch depths. Talk with us soon for a firsthand look.
allow you to match productivity and speed.
Like the 1000 and 1500, the “flexi-link” mounting design
of the 800 helps ensure the tines stay perpendicular to Powered by an 18-hp
the ground longer for a cleaner hole. In addition, belt drive “mf:ﬁ Eggbct.:nepunch

up to 582,400 holes an
hour at a coring swath
of 31.5 inches

=4
NOTHING RUNS LIKE A DEERE’

J.W. Turt, Inc.

14N937 U.S. Hwy 20 1 Hampshire, IL 60140
Phone: B47/683-4653 Fax: B47/683-3978

NomiisG Rons Like A DEERE




Now Daconil Ultrex* Fungicide
Is More Cost-Effective Than Ever.

= =
= :ﬁ
T ___,-""""
= ////,QP//x __:_-fﬁ”"
= atherStik~ —
—— Sticks And Stays Between Sprays .___'__,,...H_:'_,:-'
E ISK BIOSCIENCES g
=

Tests show spray-dry Daconil Ultrex* fungicide, with ~ Ultrex Challenge, and get enough free product to try
its new, enhanced Super Weather Stik” formulation, our new seven day, low rate spraying program on
delivers exceptional results at application rates 20%  one green or fairway all season long. Ask your distrib-
lower than before*. That means you can now use utor for all the details. It could give you better disease
Daconil Ultrex more often for better disease control  control than you've ever had before. ISK Biosciences
without a significant increase in overall cost. And if Corporation, Turf & Specialty Products, 1523 Johnson
you really want to open your eyes, take the Daconil Ferry Rd,, Suite 250, Marietta, GA 30062.

ISK BIOSCIENCES®

Always follow label directions carefully when using turf and ornamentals plant protection products. * For best results, we recommend using 20% lower application rates on a 7-10 day schedule. Section
12(a)(2)(G) of FIFRA provides that it is unlawful for any person “to use any registered pesticide in a manner inconsistent with its labeling”; quoted language is defined in section 2(ee) of
FIFRA and expressly excludes the act of “applying a pesticide at any dosage, concentration, or frequency less than that specified on the labeling unless the labeling specifically prohibits
deviation from the specified dosage, concentration, or frequency” Thus, in the absence of specific label prohibiti it is not tul under section 12(a)(2)(G) to use a registered
pesticide at a dosage, concentration, or frequency less than that specified on the labeling of the pesticide.
@ Registered trademark of ISK Biosciences Corporation. ™ Trademark of ISK Biosciences Corporation,
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-N- Mt. Prospect Golf Club

Fred Behnke

Jim McNair
Orchard Valley G.C.

hen we tee it up this
month at Mt. Prospect
Golf Club, we’ll be

doing it on 18 new bentgrass tees.
Our host will be the newest
MAGCS Board member, Fred
Behnke. Fred has been very gen-
crous to the MAGCS, hosting
several meetings in the last few
years; and his course is always a
pleasure to play. Fred has been a
very busy individual lately. In
addition to the new bent tees,
Fred earned the Merit Award in
the national Environmental
Steward competition and is active-
ly involved with the Audubon
Cooperative Sanctuary program.

The busy Mt. Prospect Golf
Club (55,000 rounds annually) was
built in 1920, so long ago that the

architect is unknown. The club was
rumored to have had ties to the
Capone mob during the ’30s, who
reportedly buried a large sum of
money on the property. An escape
tunnel leads from the former club-

house to the creek. The Mrt.
Prospect Park District bought the
course in 1962.

Fred received a Bachelor of
Arts degree from Carthage
College in 1974. He began work-
ing at MPGC in 1981 and became
superintendent in 1987. Fred
credits his mentors, Bob and
Bruce Williams and Mike Bavier,
with giving him a well-rounded
turf background. Fred also holds a
certificate from Harper College in
Parks and Grounds Management.

When Fred can find the time
to get away from the course, he
wants to spend it with his wife
Nancy, son Daniel, and daughter
Marilu. Fred’s hobby is the new
house, and he still finds time to
serve on his local school board
and sing in his church choir. Fred

(continued on page 28)

the
bruce
company

of Wisconsin, Inc.

Many Trucks
Equipped with g
High Floatation {8
Tires to
Minimize
Damage to your
Golf Course

CALL US TODAY!!

Lee Bruce
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Water Control Structures *
Pond Cleaning *

New Ponds *

Pond Lining *

I Cart Paths »

Construction Services to the Golf Industry

You have the Projects, ldeas & Needs. We have the Experience & Equipment to do
the job Right the First time.

(608) 836-7041

Established 1953

* New Construction

* Remodelling

« |rrigation

* Drainage

» Feature Shaping

* Trap Sand Replacement

Your source for Golf Course Construction, Reconstruction & Improvement.

Specialized
Equipment
= suited to
8™ Cleaning your
existing Golf
Course
Water
Features.

Dave Weber




"I handle 522 Greenimowen

Both available with the "Chicagn Style" bedbuife and .25 & .50 Turf Groomors.

THE PROFESSIONAL'S CHOICE ON TURE i"inois Iﬂwn
JACOBSEN and equipment inc.
TEXTRON 708/349-8484
Jacobsen Division of Textron Inc.

117 Years of Combined Experience!
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ascrwEEXPERT
Putting It All in Perspective

Brian Bossert, CGCS
Bryn Mawr C.C.

he snow is melting, and
the forecast is filled with
warmer temperatures.

The mechanic is putting the fin-
ishing touches on the last few
pieces of equipment and wants
to know when you’re going to
aerify. Ernesto is convinced the
only thing he hasn’t painted is
Javier. He can’t wait to get out-
side. As the superintendent,
you’ve spent the last three
(five?) months inside at your
computer. You have tweaked the
fertilizer program, budgeted for
the latest biological cure-all,
seen things you shouldn’t on the
Internet and rewritten your
employee manual. It appears

Deep tine lifting fractures
subsoil to restore soil porosity
and promote root growth.

that everything is in place for the
upcoming season.

Then it happens; you’ve
been left alone for months, but

When are
the greens going
to be open?
Ave the greens
going to be
faster this year?

now the phone starts ringing.
When are the greens going to be
open? Are the greens going to be

QUALITY CONTRACTING - QUALITY SERVICE -

VERTI-DRAIN''! WE GET RESULTS!
HERE’S HOW WE DO IT!

 #1 U.S. Contractor and Distributor
= 12 Years Experience—Results You Can Count On
e Qut-Performs All Other Deep Aerators
» Customer Satisfaction & Convenience Is Our Focus

1-800-748-7497

faster this year? I played in Florida
all winter, and the greens were
perfect! Why don’t we grow that
kind of grass here? The first time
it hits 50°, the players want a golf
cart. Or maybe you’re not as
ready for the season as you would
like to be. Perhaps you and the
staff are scrambling around trying
to do a month of work in ten
days. Your fuse gets short, and
you realize that winter is never
long enough.

Did you take the time to
get yourself reconditioned this
winter? Are the same old people
and the same old problems
going to get under your skin
again this season? I’m not talk-
ing about a vacation. We all take
those. The point is, did you

(continued on page 12)

QUALITY RESULTS -

esult is porous, well-draining,
dae ly rooted greens that
mulmlm toplcal applications.

BEST BUILT, BEST BACKED, BEST BUY
FOR YOUR CONTRACTING DOLLAR!

TRUST YOUR TURF TO US " 't vi S
GUALI TY GON TRACTING - QUALITY SERVICE - OUAL ITY RESULTS -
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« QUALITY CONTRACTING - QUALITY SERVICE - QUALITY RESULTS «
* S1TNS3Y ALITYND - J0IAHIS ALITYND - INILIVHLNOD ALITYND
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